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December 2010 Rev. Bob Miller, Pastor

Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see
this thing that has
taken place.

Luke 2.15
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Sparta United Methodist Church

PO Box 697, 190 N Main Street, Sparta, NC 28675
Phone: 336.372.4441 Email: office@umcsparta.com



Worship and

Fellowship Opportunities
- Sunday Prayer-8:30 in the Sanctuary
- Sunday Worship-9 & 11 am
- Sunday School -10 am
- UM Youth Fellowship-5:30 pm, Sundays
- Nursery available on Sundays for children under 4 years of age for
both services and during Sunday School.
- Fellowship Supper (6:30 pm - Last Wednesday)
- Mission Meals (Noon -2nd Sunday)
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COMMUNITY ADVENT SERVICES
The schedule/speakers have been set for our Community
Advent Services. All will be held here at SUMC on Wednes-
days at noon, with lunch following and donations divided
between various ministries of the Ministerium. Speakers are as follows:

December 1 Rev. John McCray (First Baptist)

December 8 Father Lin Walton (Christ Episcopal)

December 15 Father James Stuhrenberg (St. Frances of Rome)
December 22 Rev. Pete Fender (Alleghany-Grayson Charge)
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MISSIONS REPORT

THANK YOU!! The Community Holiday Dinner was a
success due to you. Each of you helped in some
way—by coming and eating, telling others, bringing
food, preparing, serving, cleaning up, visiting and wel-
coming people as they entered. It was a grand suc-
cess. On Saturday night 199 people were served. 142 ate at the
Church and servers prepared 47 take-out plates. (In addition 29 ate on
Sunday). The people that attended were regular church members, new
people to the community, people who's car had broken down, un-
churched and members of neighboring congregations. Now that is a
true Community Holiday Dinner! Thank you for giving of yourself and
money, as the money collected will go to Solid Rock Ministries, Emer-
gency Fund needs.

Kids in Action: On Sunday November 21, 12 kids prepared cards and
small pies to deliver to people that needed a visit. 32 small pies were
cooked with 23 delivered on Sunday afternoon to people in the nursing
home and close houses. (We quit at 2PM due to time schedule of adult
volunteers. The Kids in Action would have kept going like the ever-
ready bunny.) The balance was delivered by adults without the assis-
tance of Kids. Thank you to the adult and youth that helped with the
children.

Samaritan’s Purse: The collection area in Alleghany County was at
our Church. The people who brought boxes in were very appreciative of
the Church building being available for the collection spot. The count
was larger than they originally estimated, 563 packed in the truck with
some more still coming in. This was a joint effort; Dan and Kathy Aber-
nathy are church and Relay Center Co-ordinators. 11 churches and
several individuals delivered boxes here to be taken around the world.
Next year a trip will be arranged to work in Boone at the distribution
area. The dates cannot be set this soon but mark your calendar in 2011
for sometime the first week in December. More information to follow
when known.

The excitement around the Sparta United Methodist Church Building
being used instead of sitting unused is such a warm, good thing. Visi-
tors from the coast were up from November 11-22 and do not attend a
Methodist Church but were simply energized by the activity in and
around the Church Building. “The Church is the people not the building,
you all have it right, you use your Church Building not just for Sunday
morning and a few meetings. It's always buzzing with activity.”
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From Pastor Bob

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ;

May the peace and love of God so
fill your hearts that you want to rejoice with unutterable joy. It is that
time of year as | sit in my office this day before thanksgiving. We all
have so much to be thankful for, even in the midst of struggles and
hardships. One of the most important lessons | have learned in life is
the matter of counting my blessings, especially when life seems too
difficult and painful. It is my prayer that even in the midst of struggle,
you are able to count the blessings that you do have. Of course, the
greatest blessing of all is that God is “for us and, if God is for us,
who or what can be against us?*

| am especially thankful for each of you as you have blessed
me so much this past year. It is a real blessing to be your pastor. |
am very thankful for the overwhelming response that you have made
in the Adopt-a-Child program for Christmas. Your expression of love
has far exceeded anything | could have hoped for and through your
generosity we will be able to give a lot of children a good Christmas.
Just a few minutes ago someone left my office after telling me a
Christmas story that involved him buying a child a bike for Christmas
and the little boy declaring “you are Santa.”

It is also the season of Advent, that time of the year in which
we celebrate the birth of Christ which is also the beginning of our
salvation as God steps deep into human history. Christmas is a time
of gift giving to our family and friends and also “the stranger” as in
the above mentioned Christmas for kids. | would also like to suggest
that it is a time of giving gifts to God . What can you possibly give
the One who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords ? What can you
give to the One who says that a thousands cattle on the hill are
mine? The only thing | know of is a little more of myself/yourself. Af-
ter all, even what we have belongs to God anyway. | am sure you
are aware that we are once again behind on our giving verses our
spending. As | have looked over these figures, | can see where we
have spent less in every department than last year; so, what | am
saying is | don’'t see any waste. At any rate, | know that this has
been a tough year for the pocketbook for all of us. Yet | am hoping,
praying that we will finish the year by at least breaking even. To that
extent, | am asking that if you are in a position to give an extra gift to
the church budget | would be most thankful. | had thought of issuing

(Continued on page 12)
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Our United Methodist Women had a very successful Hands-
On- Missions day late in October. We had 18 women at-
tending and helping in various projects. The “fruits of the
labor” were on display for the church to view the next day
after church. We created 10 flood buckets for crisis interven-
tion, 10 health kits, 15 birthing kits, 16 filled school bags, 15
unfilled bags, DANA blankets for children removed from a
home situation, pillows for the pregnancy center, 10 goodie
baskets for shut-ins and 10 prayer shawls. We had a dedi-
cation for the shawls and they are going out to our commu-
nity members as quickly as possible. The other mission gifts
have been taken to the various groups. We had a great time
working together and hope to have more of these days next )
year.
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Our Christmas gathering will be on Wednesday, December
8" at the home of Faye Reeves. Bring your spouses with you
this month. We will meet at our regular time and each per-
son is asked to bring a snack food to share with the group.

In addition we will have a “dirty Santa” exchange of $5.00
gifts. Ladies should bring a gift for ladies and men bring a
gift for men. Wrap and label your gift for either male or fe-
male please. We will fellowship together and have a great
time, so | hope everyone will be able to make it.
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No decision was reached about a change in our meeting

time, (more discussion is needed to reach a consensus) so |

we will meet in January at the same time as usual. Day cir-

cle at 2:00 P.M. on the third Wednesday and evening circle A

at 7:00 P.M. on the second Wednesday. If you have thought

of joining please come and start the New Year off as a —

United Methodist Woman!
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a challenge as | did last year, but instead | will simply present this
plea to you and | know that each of you will do what is right and
good as you are able. | will be making an extra gift to the church as
I would not ask you to do something that | am not willing to do. My
last thought is this, and it is the same as last years: we will never
be able to be the church that God would have us to be if we can't
take care of our own needs in the church.

May God continue to bless you that you might be a blessing
to others.

In Christ’s love

Pastor Bob

Christian Training?
Have you ever thought about how much time
we spend in church being trained to be a
Christian vs. other things? In school a child
spends 7 hours a day for an average of
around 180 days a year. If you take in to ac-
count studying and activities the average student spends over 1300 hours
a year just being a student learning to become a graduate and functioning
member of society.

If a person only attends church they receive 52 hours in a year of training
for eternity. Sunday School and other church activities are so important
for youth, as well as all of us, because the more we are trained up the
better we are prepared. So, please pray that we all can take advantage
of the opportunity to get the training we need for eternity.

~Casey McKenna~




WHAT KIND OF WOMAN
WOULD RECEIVE THE CARE OF A STEPHEN MINISTER?

A woman like Sarah who faced a major change in life at an ad-
vanced age and needed someone to listen to both her joy and appre-
hension.

A woman like Hagar who was abandoned along with her child and
needed someone to offer her hope and remind her of God’ presence.
A woman like Hannah who struggled with her inability to bear a child
and needed someone with whom to share her sadness and pain.

A woman like Naomi who had lost her loved ones and needed some-
one to hear her sorry and pain.

A woman like Ruth who left everything that was familiar to her and
needed someone to journey with her in her new life.

A woman like Esther who was faced with a major decision and
needed someone who could listen to her concerns and offer encour-
agement.

A woman like Mary of Nazareth who lived with both the joys and
struggles of having an exceptional child and needed someone to
help her sort out the ponderings of her heart.

A woman like Martha who was burdened by the demands of dalily life
and needed someone to help her regain sight of what was most im-
portant.

A woman like Mary Magdalene who received healing from inner tur-
moil and needed someone to walk with her as she built a new life.

A woman like you.

If you would like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care
for you, please see or call Pastor Bob @ 372-4441 or your Stephen
Leader Delta @ 372-5838.
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Methodist Men met on November 21, 2010 for their monthly break-
fast meeting. Reverend Miller's pray of blessings was followed by a
delicious breakfast designed to feed hungry workers. The cooks are
to be commended for a spread that included biscuits, gravy, eggs,
bacon, sausage and many other dishes.

President Larry Prince opened the meeting with a welcome to all the
members who attended. During the meeting the Men approved do-
nating $200 to the Boy Scouts and $201 to the Adopt-A-Child Christ-
mas program.

President Prince introduced Bob Miller for the mornings’ program.
Reverend Miller told a gripping and life changing story of visiting Bra-
zil early in his adult life to help homeless children. In the first city he
visited, there were over a 100,000 children abandoned and perse-
cuted by a governmental attitude that encouraged elimination as the
solution. When he finished comparing the children’s plight with the
picture of how our lives today are filled with the blessings of everyday
life, everyone in the room understood with clarity the meaning of his
opening statement, “I'm wearing a suit today because I feel rich”.

After a brief recognition of appreciation by Dan Abernathy for SUMC
being a collection point for Samaritan’s Purse’s Christmas shoe
boxes for children, the members adjourned to early church. We in-
vite all men and their wives to join us for breakfast at 8 o'clock in the
fellowship hall on the third Sunday of each month.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
Please make a note that Boyd Farmer’s address has
changed. He is still at Woodland Terrace, but the correct ad-
dress is as follows:

Boyd Farmer

Woodland Terrace, Room D-05

301 Kildaire Woods Drive

Cary, NC 27511
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Firewood Ministry

Our Church has been involved in the Firewood
Ministry since hurricane Hugo. We continue to see
this as a viable need in our community for those
families that are financially challenged and physically unable to cut
their own firewood.

We currently supply one truck load of wood, once a month to those
who call requesting wood. In severe or extreme cases, we will pro-
vide additional wood. Our reasoning for setting limits is based on
helping as many people as we can and also not taking income away
from people who sell wood for a living.

Here are some ways you can help and get involved:
cutting and splitting wood
stacking wood in our wood shed
delivering wood

We are experiencing problems with people helping themselves to the
wood that has been cut and split. This is not good in that it does not
always go to those with limited finances or health issues. We hope
those that are helping themselves are truly in need Our concern is
that they are taking the wood and selling it. If you can, occasionally
drive by the wood shed and help us monitor who is loading firewood.
If you don’t recognize them as a church member, simply ask who
they are. If you do observe this, call me (cell # 200-0163) or any
other member of the United Methodist men and we will follow-up.

The Lord has blessed us in so many ways, help us help those in
need.

In God’s Love,
Larry Prince

Methodists In The News!

Mary and Arnold Wagoner performed a skit “Potato Salad” during
the annual Hillbilly Variety Show at Sparta School Auditorium.
Coach Yvonne Oliver and the Lady Trojans ended the tennis season
in first round of Mountain Valley Conference. Emily Andrews
eardned an honorable mention award.

Charlie Scott and other volunteers installed new landscape plants for
Operation Inasmuch.

Debbie Edwards received a free meal for perfect attendance at
school for the month of September.

Sparta School Honor Roll: Principal’s List: David Cox, Dylan Cox,
Anna Kilmartin, Garrett Wishon; Honor Roll: Jesse Starbird.

Jack Kilmartin was a featured soccer player on October 25th.

John Kilmartin, Alleghany Chamber of Commerce President, pre-
sented several awards at their awards banquet at Olde Beau Coun-
try Club.

Taking part in Veterans events at New Covenant Church, Glade
Creek School, Piney Creek School, Sparta School, and Alleghany
High School were Charles Pugh, Arnold Wagoner, and Lawrence
McClintock.

Josh Howard, Member of Alleghany Kids Voting, attended a candi-
date forum when U.S. House Representative Virginia Fox visited.

- Linda Smith, historian

¢

May Peace be your gift at Christmas
and your blessing all year through!
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Solid Rock Food Closet

Open Monday through Thursday
11 am—2 pm

The Food Closet needs toilet paper, laundry soap, p  ersonal

hygiene items in the month of December.

CHANNEL 50 NEW SCHEDULE

. .

» Some of the times have changed for when you can
see the Sparta United Methodist Church program
on Channel 50. The new schedule is:

Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Monday 3:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m.
Friday 3:00 p.m.

Sparta United Methodist Church,
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Thank you all so much for the gift card and card you
sent me. It is so wonderful to know that wherever |
am, | have my church family supporting me and help-
ing me in their prayers. Thank you all so much for
your love a support.

Holly Souther
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Gray & Jane Sloop—December 1
Becky & Mike Neff—December 19
John & Janet Goudreau—December 20
Charles & Sarah Rudy—December 22
Robert & Bonnie Vaughan—December 22
Larry & Mary Setzer—December 24
Duane & Pratt Davis—December 25
Brent & Carmen Long—December 27
Fred & Betsy Bailey—December 28
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We\co‘“e Our Newest Me'“bers

The following friends joined our congregation by transfer of membership
or profession of faith on November 14th. They normally attend the 11:00
service. Please take the time to seek them out and introduce yourself.
Don and Pat Freitag Cynthia McKenna
Ken and Pat Nicks Dustene McKenna
Les and Beverlee Scott




Ongoing Monthly Ministries
Location
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