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“...we worked night and day,
laboring and toiling so that

we would not be a burden
to any of you.”

2 Thessalonians 3:8
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PO Box 697, 190 N Main Street, Sparta, NC 28675
Phone: 336.372.4441 Email: office@umcsparta.com
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Worship and Sona
Fellowship Opportunities &
- Sunday Prayer-8:30 in the Sanctuary -
- Sunday Worship-9 & 11 am @’
- Sunday School -10 am
- UM Youth Fellowship-5:30 pm, Sundays
- Nursery available on Sundays for children under 4 years of age for
both services and during Sunday School.
- Fellowship Supper (6:30 pm - Last Wednesday)
- Mission Meals (Noon - 2nd Sunday)

PLEASE let the office know of any updates to our pr  ayer requests.
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Ongoing : Peace in the world; our pastor and our ministries; our Stephen
Ministry leaders; Our country & leaders; Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan;
Homeless; Oil Spill impact; Peggie King; Shirley Howell-cancer; Holmes
Wilson; Sue Hampton-chemo/cancer; Ed Brady; John Boyer; Reiner;
Cindy Blackburn-cancer; John Kilmartin's sister, Kathy-chemo; Ellen
Church-health; L Roe Boyer-health; Martha Thompson’s sister, Carolyn;
Karan Durham-cancer, Jane Farr-health; Terry Marsh—cancer; Bobby
Dean Caudill—cancer; Katy Finney—health/chemo; Walt Green—health/
Publication Submissions Deadlines chemo.

August 1: Graham family—health concerns; Faye Reeves’ sister-in-law—
broken hip; Leah Farr—surgery, broken ankle; Chuck Beasley—health
concerns; Barsha Nichols—esophageal cancer.

August 8: Thomas Myers—moved to Dobson; Medical team executed in
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Afghanistan; Marion Robertson—tests; Kathy Doughton—radiation after
surgery.

August 15: Lewis Bobbitt—health; Chuck and Patricia McCarn (family of
5 whose home burned); Flood & mud slide victims in Pakistan/China;
Robert Boyer—back surgery; Thomas Woodie—back surgery.

August 22: Tonya Mclntyre—upcoming surgery.

August 29: Sharon Simons—surgery; Tim Myers—moving; Linda Poole—
leukemia; Noelle Smith—mastectomy; Terry Jackson—health; Donny
Musgrove — unspoken

- Bulletin & Announcements : Tuesdays, 3:30 pm
- Newsletter : 20" of each month, 3:30 pm

our Mountain Heritage Festival _ will be on September the 18th. We
will be doing about the same thing that we did last year in that we will have a
booth down town for selling jam's, jellies, crafts and bake goods. We will
also have a food booth downtown and will be selling our famous "Pork Chop
Sandwiches", ham biscuits, soft pretzels and this year we will be adding
corn dogs. We will start our sign-up sheets shortly and we encourage all to
get involved in this event. Let's show our community and visitors that we are
truly United Methodist and that we enjoy each other and love being a part of
Alleghany County. If you do not have a church T-shirt, we still have some

Those HOMEBOUND or in NURSING HOMES

available and they will be in the fellowship hall the week of the Margaret & Jack Aycock Sunbridge Retirement-Sparta
event. Please check your schedule and make plans to be part of this Lewis Bobbitt Sunbridge Retirement-Sparta
Judy Church Dobson

event. If you have an interest in heading this activity up and have ideas on
how to make it better and more meaningful, please let Pastor Bob, Brant
Banks or Larry Prince know.

We are His Hands and Feet

Can you help? There are many areas of ministry in the
church; such as ushers, communion servers, liturgists. Please
let Pastor Bob or the church office know if you are willing to
help in these or other areas. We will get you in touch with the
person who will train and schedule that particular ministry.
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Boyd Farmer
Arlene Heffley
Lou Landreth
Thomas Myers
Tim Myers
Arville Saintsing
Bobby Saintsing
Margaret Saintsing
Virginia Setzer
Betty Turner
Josie Wilson

Woodland Terrace, Cary NC
Homebound

Sunbridge Retirement-Sparta
Dobson

Dobson

Lexington, NC

Triad Nursing/Rehab-High Pt.
Lexington, NC

Sunbridge Retirement-Sparta
Blue Ridge Highlands -Galax
Sunbridge Retirement -Sparta




United Methodist Women News
for September

United Methodist Women have been hard at work this
summer and as we prepare for several events this fall, we invite
women in the church to join with us in fellowship. We meet on
Wednesdays each month. The day group, Sunshine Circle, meets on
the third Wednesday, at 2:00 P.M. in the Woodruff Classroom, and the
evening group meets on the second Wednesday, at 7:00 P.M. in the
fellowship hall. We would love to have new members join us!

We have had a wonderful summer with our groups. We have
two events planned for October this fall. On Saturday, October 2™,
we will host our first Festival of Tables. Individual members are spon-
soring tables for this event. They will decorate their table and sell the
tickets for it. We have a wonderful brunch planned for the morning,
followed by our guest speaker, Janice Drum. We also have special
music supplied by Annette Evans and items for a silent auction. The
money raised from the event will go towards the Alleghany Ministe-
rium and a scholarship fund for a young woman in our church. If you
would like to attend seek out one of the table sponsors and get your
tickets now. The tickets are $15.00 each and are on sale now. They
are moving quickly so wait too long if you want to attend. We are lim-
ited in size to 80 seats. The time is from 10:00 A.M. until 12:30 P.M.

On Saturday, October 23" we will have a missions day.
Please put the date on your calendar now and plan to come out and
work. We will have several activities that you may participate in that
day- everyone will have something that they can be a part of in fellow-
ship and love- reaching out to others. Details will follow in the October
newsletter.

Thanks to the women who came out and helped with the
luncheon for Glade Creek and Piney Creek school staff on August 3".
We still want to recognize the staff at Alleghany High School and we
are working with the United Methodist Men to plan a time for lunch
there.

Don't forget the baked goods for the Heritage Festival on Sep-
tember 18". Please plan on baking something for that event.

(continued from page 2)

With confidence we too say that God is our helper and that we
will not be afraid. There is much in this life to be afraid of, but the fear is
removed when we know that God is always with us and will remain with
us. It takes a lot of trust to live this attitude. We may suffer at the hands
of others, but we are assured that if we give God first place that God will
never forsake us. Our spirits will be fed and lifted up and we will be en-
riched for eternity.

Hebrews tells us that if we Christians love each other the way
God loves us, then our love will overflow and encompass others. And
when that happens, we are living in constant praise of God. Jesus
Christ, the one who is the same yesterday and today and forever will
lead us into a deeper discipleship and deeper praise. Through Jesus we
can continually offer praise to God and we can be a faithful witness for
him. And all of this is because he is the same yesterday and today and
forever.

Walk in peace and in love as you remember who you are and to
whom you belong.

Dear Friends, /
It is with heartfelt gratitude that the Alleghany Pregnancy Care

Center thanks you for your participation in our recent Baby Bottle
Campaign. With the support of over 18 churches and other organizations in
our community, we have been able to raise almost $7,000.00. The Center
appreciates these funds, which are critical to providing education and nur-
ture to Alleghany area families, mother, fathers, and babies.
Sparta United Methodist Church contributed $864.33! May God richly
bless you for your generosity and concern that you show for life.
Thank you for your continued prayerful support
Sincerely,
Jo Burch, Director—APCC

12



R L R g A R
Sandy Lovett—Sept. 1 Tom Smith—Sept. 15
Paul Church—Sept. 2 Susan Robertson Nilo—Sept. 17
Steve Zimmerman—Sept. 2 Libby Banks—Sept. 18
Kay Choplin—Sept. 5 Minnie Lou Irwin—Sept. 19
Forrest Edwards—Sept. 5 Jack Kilmartin—Sept. 21
Garrett Wishon—Sept. 5 Shelli Blevins Presnell—Sept. 22
Carmen Long—Sept. 6 Donna Myers—Sept. 23
Ellen Elizabeth Lohr—Sept. 8 Linnea Miller—Sept. 24
Zach Fisher—Sept. 11 Taylor Nester—Sept. 25
Emily Frye—Sept. 11 Martha McKnight—Sept. 26
Nancy Hall—Sept. 11 Eugene Smith—Sept. 28
Donna King—Sept. 11 Rose Dukes—Sept. 29
Susan Miles Reinhardt—Sept. 11 Melissa Farr—Sept. 29
Rosalee Atwood—Sept. 13 Jeffrey Boyer—Sept. 30
Faye Snyder—Sept. 13 Logan Oliver—Sept. 30
Wesley Jason Carpenter—Sept. 15 Jo Zane—Sept. 30
Larry Myers—Sept. 15
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John & Disa Wishon—September 14
Jonathan Scott & Colette Nester - September 18
v Allen & Susan Reinhardt—September 23 )
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From Pastor Bob

Beloved brothers and sisters,

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you your-
self were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let
the marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adul-
terers. Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake
you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; | will
not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders,
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yes-
terday and today and forever.

Two thousand years ago travel was a major undertaking as
most traveled on animals or walked to get from place to place. A long
journey meant that travelers would have to look for a place to rest for
the night. It was quite common for bandits to inhabit vast areas away
from the towns, so surely no one wanted to be traveling at night.
Travel was difficult and often dangerous. Often travelers slept with
other traveling groups or caravans or even armies.

Because they were so vulnerable as travelers, Christians were
encouraged to show hospitality to strangers and to entertain strangers
in their midst. In entertaining strangers, they could well be entertain-
ing angels and not even be aware of it. They were encouraged to
have sympathy for those in prison , which generally meant for other
Christians who had been arrested for their faith and they were to iden-
tify with them. This has always be a strong identifying mark of the
church . . . she suffers with those who suffer. They were encouraged
to honor marriage and to keep their lives clean from the love of money
and to be content with what they had and not lust after the things they
didn’t have. They could do all of this because they understood that
God would never leave them or forsake them. It is for this same rea-
son that we too can live our lives as the early Christians lived their life.

(Continued on page 12)



Solid Rock Food Closet

Open Monday through Thursday
11 am—2 pm

New Directors : David Carpenter was recently appointed as the
director at Solid Food Closet, and Daren Bottomley was recently
named director of volunteers.

Grocery List for the Food Closet
Pork & Beans/Pinto Beans (canned) Pinto Beans (canned)
Corn/ Green Beans (canned) Applesauce/Fruit (canned)
Toilet Paper/Laundry Soap/Hygiene ltems Peanut Butter
Ramen /Pasta/Spaghetti Noodles Spaghetti Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese (boxed) Cereal (any kind)

Jam and Jelly Tuna/Salmon (canned)

Chicken/Beef Stew (canned) White rice (1 & 2 Ib. bags)

The Food Closet needs Peanut Butter in September.

For | was hungry and you gave me sdmethitigrsdyeamnd you

gave me something to drink, | was a stnavited aredigp
(Matthew 25:35)

Kt UMM News

UMM held their regular monthly meeting on Sunday, August 15 with
great attendance. We enjoyed a great program presented by our guest
speaker, Mayor John Miller.

John gave us some great insight on Alleghany County's past and the
need to do a better job maintaining historical records.

The UMM joined with the UMW in providing food for the teachers and
support personnel at Piney Creek and Glade Creek schools.

We will be scheduling a work day to help cut and split the gracious sup-
ply of wood that Wayne Miles had provided for this ministry. There will be a
Mission Team coming from Greensboro on September 18 to help us cut and
split wood. This will be a great blessing in helping us meet the upcoming fire
wood for the needy of this county.

Operation INASMUCH will be held on October the 16th and will also give
a great opportunity to get caught up on cutting, splitting, and delivering fire
wood.

We will be planning a work day in advance to make access to the wood
shed possible. If you have not driven past the wood shed lately, please do
so. You will be amazed at the amount of wood that we have available.

Our next meeting will be September the 19th and Charles Rudy will be
our guest speaker. He will be focusing on suicide in our county and what we
as a church can do.

We are finishing up our Golf Church league and had a great year and
fellowship. One of our teams finished in second place and the other team
(which I was on finished).

Thanks to all that participated in this fellowship and humbling experience.

2010 Holiday Closures:

01/01/10 New Years Day 09/06/10 Labor Day

01/18/10  Martin Luther King Day  11/25/10 Thanksgiving Day
02/15/10  President’s Day 11/26/10 Friday after Thanksgiving
05/31/10  Memorial Day 12/25/10- Christmas Week

Choir rehearsals will be on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
beginning September 8th. At that time, we will begin work-
ing on music for Christmas, so this would be the perfect
time to come and join us for worship and fellowship, either
permanently or just for the Christmas season.

Weather closings are announced on WCOK radio and WXII TV.
Please call 372-6560 with any questions
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ATTENTION STAFF PARISH MEMBERS:
There will be an important Staff Parish meeting on Wednesday,
September 8 at 4:30. We will begin work on charge conference
issues. Please save the date!




MANY THANKS TO A LOYAL SHEPHERD!

Mary Setzer is our Nurture Committee chairperson who is

always making sure that our whole congregation is well

cared for when those life events happen that are really dif-

ficult for us to deal with alone. She is always checking
with the office to see if a meal needs to be prepared/provided during
an iliness or death, that a plant is sent during our losses, or that a fruit
basket is sent when we are under the weather. She is a trained
Stephen Minister who takes her ministry at Sparta UMC seriously and
ever faithfully. Mary has also been a faithful Shepherd, caring for and
sending out cards to her assigned flock but, because her own family
needs her support and care right now, she will be stepping down as a
Shepherd. We would like to thank her for sharing her many talents
and her dedication with our church family. A big thank you, Mary! You
are a blessing to us all!

WELCOME TO A NEW SHEPHERD!

One of our newest church members, Kathy Mock, has jumped right
into the ministries at Sparta UMC. Recently, she joyfully helped with
Vacation Bible School, just ask her about the Chicken dance. Kathy
has now stepped up the plate to replace Mary Setzer as a Shep-

herd. Our congregation has been truly blessed by all of our new mem-
bers and we would like to thank them all for sharing their gifts and tal-
ents with our church family. Thank you Kathy for being one of God's
faithful servants! Thank you Lord for sending us willing workers!

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE
The Trustees have had the AC and heating furnace over the
offices, choir rooms, Woodruff classroom, and Pastor's office
replaced. This unit was over 13 years old and the coil had
failed causing water damage to the ceiling in several places.
The cost to repair the old A/C unit would have been 75% of
the cost of a new unit.

The tile floors in the church have been professionally cleaned by Greg
Wyatt and sealed to give them protection better than they have ever
had. You can see the wonderful results when you enter the main door
to the church building. Thank you, Greg!

Trustees are in the process of acquiring bids to repair, drain, repave,
and repaint the church parking lot.
5
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Methodists In The News!

Recipients of Rotary Club donations were Board Chair Larry Prince ac-
cepting $4,000 for the Foot Closet, Rev. Bob Miller accepting $2,500 for
the Alleghany Ministerium, Melinda Smith accepting $500 for the Part-
nership for Children, and Jo Burch accepting $500 for the Alleghany
Pregnancy Center.
Delta Peterson co-chaired the construction of the Quilters Guild fund-
raiser quilt this year.
Brad Wishon was among a select group of North Carolina high school
students attending N.C. State University for a week to learn about envi-
ronmental conservation.
David Carpenter was recently named director of the Solid Rock Food
Closet.
Lucy Roe and Mildred Torney are members of the Alleghany Historical-
Genealogical Society.
Margaret Connor completed the 12-week class Eat Smart, Move More,
Weigh Less health program.
Dr. Jeff Cox was presented a plague naming him the Northwest Re-
gional Superintendent of the Year.

— Linda Smith, Historian

_-—_—_—_—_—_ﬂ

Why Do We Celebrate Labor Day?

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor
movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achieve-
ments of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute
to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity,
and well-being of our country.

Labor Day differs in every essential way from the other holidays of
the year in any country. All other holidays are in a more or less de-
gree connected with conflicts and battles of man’s prowess over
man, of strife and discord for greed and power, of glories achieved
by one nation over another. Labor Day . . . is devoted to no man,
living or dead, to no sect, race, or nation.
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A MINING WE WILL GO
Children who attend our Children's Church, or who want to,
are invited to take a trip to go Gem Mining on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25th. We will leave the church at 10 am to travel to
Gem Valley in Ashe County. Transportation will be coordi-
nated at the church and should include the church bus. Chil-
dren will be able to mine for gems and we will provide a picnic
lunch. We should be returning to the church around 2:30 pm.
If your child has not already signed up to go, please contact
Martha Thompson at 372-1899.

Hey! All you youth out there! | know that
school is back in and it is time to study
and get good grades. However, no one
said that the fun is over. Our youth
group continues to have fun and do
some crazy things, eat great food, fellowship and grow our
faith. So, if playing with toxic sludge and climbing the walls
sounds like something you would like to do then come join
every Sunday at 5:30 for the fun, food, fellowship and growth
that we all need.

FINAL COUNT—141 PAIR ! I'!

The generosity of our community is amazing! The
final count for shoes for the children in the Philip-
pines is 141 pair of shoes. Jo Burch will be taking
the shoes “down the mountain” to be shipped.
Thank you so very much!

Why the name Stephen? The name Stephen comes from St.
Stephen, who was the first lay person commissioned by the apostles to
provide caring ministry to those in need as recorded in Acts 6.

Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry. It is an important way we at
our church care for one another. If you are going through a difficult time,
consider having a Stephen minister. If you know of someone else who is
facing difficulties, suggest that he or she request Stephen Ministry. Make
use of it. Stephen Ministry belongs to you. Stephen Ministry is a caregiv-
ing ministry available free of charge.

Pastor Bob Miller will always be the primary caregiver, but there
is no way he can meet all the needs for care. God has called all of us,
not just pastors, to minister to one another. Stephen Ministry multiplies
ministry by turning pastors into equippers so they can enable lay people
to provide caring ministry as well.

Delta Peterson is our Stephen Leader who coordinates refer-
rals. If you or someone you know could benefit from the care of a
Stephen Minister, you can talk to her or to Pastor Bob. If you want to talk
about Stephen Ministry for someone else, make sure you get his or her
permission first.

ALL ALONE? Don't be. God doesn't want us to all alone. He
wants us to turn to others when things are bothering us. Stephen Minis-
ters will walk you through your troubles and be there for you when you
need them.

Confidentiality is a cornerstone of Stephen Ministry, and a good
guide for all of us to live by. When someone tells you something private,
reist the temptation to pass it along. Keep it confidential. In the event
you really believe someone else needs to know, encourage the person
who told you to tell that person, or get his or her permission to pass it
along. You will feel better in the long run--and you'll have earned the
trust of a friend.

SMILE: Stephen Ministry Is Life Encouragement.

\
< /8 DECORATIVE TILES—We're almost ready to start
o =3 painting the tiles. If you want to participate in this
Q Q
YA
l, ~

ministry, you must get your order in or contact Delta
immediately so arrangements can be made.
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