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Worship and

Fellowship Opportunities
- Sunday Prayer-8:30 in the Sanctuary
- Sunday Worship-9 & 11 am
- Sunday School -10 am
- UM Youth Fellowship-5:30 pm, Sundays
- Nursery available on Sundays for children under 4 years of age for
both services and during Sunday School.
- Fellowship Supper (6:30 pm - Last Wednesday)
- Mission Meals (Noon - 2nd Sunday)

Minigtry Opportunitios!

Z Operation Inasmuch __is gearing up. The kick off will be on

October 7th _at the Sparta United Methodist Church. This
year we will have a pancake dinner at the kickoff with all
donations benefiting the relief fund. The work day will be on
October 16th (rain date October 23rd).
Many volunteers will be needed to do the various tasks. Sign up sheets are
available on the table outside the church office. Following is a list of catego-
ries to help you make your decision as to where you would like to work: yard
work, firewood, food, community outreach, building/home maintenance, food
drive, kids project.

OTHER MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: | was recently working on a
list of areas where people could “help in some way” and thought | would in-
clude a part of the list for anyone else would like to be a more active part of
our church:

PRAYER

Communion Servers
Offering Counters

Youth activity adult helpers
UMW/UMM activities

Food Closet

Shepherd ministry
Visitation/hospitality

Ushers

Liturgists

Music program (vocal/instrument)
Stephen ministers

Alleghany Cares

Kitchen committee

Sunday School teachers/assistants

There are many others. Let Pastor Bob or the office know and we will be more
than happy to get you plugged in.

REQUESTS
PLEASE let the office know of any updates to our pr ~ ayer requests.
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OCTOBER UMW NEWS

United

Methodist . . .
ng%gls On October 2™, we will have our first Festival of

T nore-LovENACTioN Tables in our fellowship hall. Ten women have

sponsored tables, which they will decorate and set
for 8 guests. A brunch will be served followed by special music and our
guest speaker will be Janice Drum from Statesville. A silent auction will
be going on at the same time. All of the money raised will go to begin a
scholarship fund for our UMW and to the Alleghany Ministerium for chil-
dren’s projects in the upcoming year. If you cannot attend, but would like
to make a donation- just mark it for the Festival of Tables.

The United Methodist Women will be hosting our charge conference on
October 3. We will provide light refreshments following the conference
in the fellowship hall.

On Saturday, October 23" the women of the church will have a Hands-
On-Missions Day . We will come together from 10 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to
work on mission projects. Some will be working on prayer shawls, some
writing cards for shut-ins, some sewing on school bags, and preparing
health kits and birthing kits for UMCOR. We will find a place for everyone
to participate and help out. If you can sew or bring a sewing machine,
please contact Margaret Connor @ 657-8811. If you crochet or knit bring
your hook or needles to begin a prayer shawl. | think you will find all of
the work to be a blessing for you as well as those who receive the results
of your labors.

We invite all women in our church who would like to participate to attend.
You do not have to be a member of UMW to participate this day. Allin
all, we hope it will be a special day for us to fellowship together and
share in the work of our church, both locally and around the world.

Come out and join us on that Saturday morning. (If you plan to attend,
please give Margaret a call so we will have enough for lunch that day.)

A special invitation to everyone for our November m eeting. On
Wednesday, November 10™ at 7:00, Dr. Charles Rudy will be speaking
to our night circle on suicide prevention. He recently presented this pro-
gram for the UMM and we wanted to make it available in the evening as
well. You are welcome to stay for the remainder of the meeting, if you
would like to, or just come to hear his presentation. We feel this is an
important topic to know more about and hope everyone who is interested
will attend.

t z
% (continued from page 2)

The salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the apples, put them
back on the table and helped organize her display. As he did this, he noticed
that many of them had become battered and bruised; these he set aside in
another basket. When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to
the girl, "Here, please take this $40 for the damage we did.

Are you okay?" She nodded through her tears. He continued on with, "I
hope we didn't spoil your day too badly."

As the salesman started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to
him, "Mister. ..." He paused and turned to look back into those blind
eyes. She continued,

"Are you Jesus?"

He stopped in mid-stride, and he wondered. Then slowly he made his way to
catch the later flight with that question burning and bouncing about in his
soul:

"Are you Jesus?"

Do people mistake you for Jesus? That's our destiny, is it not? To be so
much like Jesus that people cannot tell the difference as we live and interact
with a world that is blind to His love, life and grace.

If we claim to know Him, we should live, walk and act as He would.

Knowing Him is more than simply quoting Scripture and going to church. It's
actually living the Word as life unfolds day to day.

You are the apple of His eye even though we, too, have been bruised by a
fall. He stopped what He was doing and picked you and me up on a hill
called Calvary and paid in full for our damaged fruit.

Let us together praise God from whom all blessings flow.

In Christ’s Love,

12



OCTOBER YOUTH CORNER

Did you know that faith can be inherited? In
Paul’s letter to Timothy, Paul reminds
Timothy that he got his faith from his grand-
mother and his mother. Knowing this, it is ever so important for us to
share our faith with all the children we come in contact with, lest we
lose a generation. So, tell a young person that Jesus, the church, and
you love them.

SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH ACTIVITIES FOR OCTOBER

Oct. 3 Creator Creating

Oct. 10 Freed From

Oct. 17 All Tied Up

Oct. 24 | Love You, Man!

Oct. 31 No Youth Meeting

Children's Logic:

1. "Give me a sentence about a public servant," said a teacher. The
small boy wrote: "The fireman came down the ladder pregnant.” The
teacher took the lad aside to correct him. "Don't you know what preg-
nant means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy confidently. ‘It
means carrying a child.”

2. She was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup, under the watchful
eyes of her young granddaughter, as she'd done many times be-
fore. After she applied her lipstick and started to leave, the little one
said, "But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" |
will probably never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing
the toilet paper good-bye....

3. My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birth-
day. He asked me how old | was, and | told him, 62. My grandson
was quiet for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start at 1?"

4. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own child-
hood was like. "We used to skate outside on a pond. | had a swing
made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our
pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods." The little girl was
wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "l sure wish I'd gotten to
know you sooner!"
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From Pastor Bob

Beloved brothers and sisters,

| greet each of you in the name of our Lord Jesus and pray that all is
well with you. | am thankful to God that all is well with me. It is a beautiful day
as the most welcome rain is replenishing the earth and the temperature is
refreshing to one’s being. It is a good day and | am thankful. | walked into the
office this morning and my friend, Jane, approached me with a fresh cup of
coffee and a country ham biscuit. | hardly had time to say thank you when
Charlotte hands me a piece of fresh pound cake straight from Linda’s
kitchen. It's a good day and | am thankful. Though | enjoyed the nourish-
ment, needed or not, most all | am thankful for friends, people who care
about me. | am truly blessed and for these blessings and so many others that
| receive from all of you, | thank you as | thank our most wonderful God.

| am doing something rather unusual today; | am getting ready for the
next newsletter and that is not because | have extra time to do so, rather it is
because | have received an e-mail that | would like to share with you. Most of
you know that | am not crazy about e-mail but this one has deeply touched
me and | would like to pass this blessing on to you.

A few years ago a group of salesmen went to a regional sales convention

in Chicago. They had assured their wives that they would be home in plenty
of time for Friday night's dinner. In their rush to catch the plane home, with
tickets and briefcases, one of these salesmen inadvertently kicked over a
table which held a display of apples.

Apples flew everywhere. Without stopping or looking back, they almost all
managed to reach the plane in time for their nearly missed boarding.

ALL BUT ONE! He paused, took a deep breath, got in touch with his feel-
ings, and experienced a twinge of compassion for the girl whose apple stand
had been overturned.

He told his buddies to go on without him, waved good-bye, told one of them
to call his wife when they arrived at their home destination and explain his
taking a later flight. Then he returned to the terminal where the apples were
all over the terminal floor.

He was glad he did.

The 16-year-old girl was totally blind! She was softly crying, tears running
down her cheeks in frustration, and at the same time helplessly groping for
her spilled produce as the crowd swirled about her, no one stopping and no

one to care for her plight.
(Continued on page 12)



SIEPHEN MINISTRY

®

STEPHEN MINISTER CLASS COMING SOON!
How can someone become a Stephen Minister?

The first step is to pray. God has called each of us to ministry. Prayer is
one way we learn what ministry God is calling us to do. As you pray, ask
God whether Ministry is the right ministry for you. Think about what gifts
God has given you and whether they can best be utilized as a Stephen
Ministry. You probably won't get immediate answers on this. Prayer is
often a journey. Not just one prayer, but many prayers as you search
your heart for God’s direction. Is Stephen Ministry right for you?

Look at the spiritual gifts God has blessed you with. Among other attrib-
utes, Stephen Ministers need to be loving, patient, non-judgmental, confi-
dential, prayerful, and encouraging. They also need to be good listeners.

If you are truly interested, the best way to find out exactly what is in-
volved and what the joys, challenges, and benefits are is to talk to Pastor
Bob Miller or to Stephen Leader, Delta Peterson. They can answer most
of your questions about training, serving, supervision, continuing educa-
tion, and the time commitment involved.

Stephen Ministry is your ministry. It belongs to al | of us, not just the
pastor, Stephen Leaders, or Stephen Ministers. Thin  k Stephen Min-
istry!

MAI8Y Dear Fellow Parishioners,

7 It is with both joy and sadness we are sending this message to
you our Christian family. Our sadness is for all of us who do
and will miss Butch Farr being among us. Our abounding joy is

for the role he played in our lives. The experience of a family member
unexpectedly leaving this earthly life is when we can rely on faith and
fellowship to carry us through. The past few weeks we have been
blessed with an overwhelming show of care and concern for our family.
We are truly thankful and grateful for having you with us on this difficult
journey. Many thanks again to our church family.

Jane Farr and Family
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Kt UMM News

The United Methodist Men held their regular monthly meeting on
Sunday, September the 19" at 8:00 a.m. We had 38 in attendance
and were honored with good representation from Stephen’s Minis-
ters. We also welcomed Gene Jones as a visitor and new member.

A motion was made and passed unanimously to buy our Preacher a
chain saw. Bob has been dedicated to the Wood ministry and this
will give him more opportunity to contribute (everyone should keep a
safe distance). We have been blessed with contributions to this min-
istry and we had designated funds that can be used for this pur-
chase.

We also had 18 people from Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Greensboro come in on Saturday, September 18th to cut and split
wood for us. This was truly a blessing. Wayne Miles has blessed us
with wood that we can cut and split all winter, spring and the way it
looks now, forever.

Charles Rudy had our program and did an excellent job talking about
youth and suicide in our county and state. This is a huge problem
and the one thing we as Christians can do is pray for hope for these
people and stay alert to anyone that shows signs of depression or
makes threats about taking their life. Life is valuable and, if we can
help create hope for our youth, we can make a difference.

MOUNTAIN HERITAGE FESTIVAL —We would like to sincerely
thank each person for their help and involvement with the Heritage
Festival. It wouldn’t have been a success without each and every-
one’s support. We raised a net amount of approximately $1,200 for
the church general budget.

Thanks again,

Larry and Brant




TRUSTEES REPORT

The entire parking lot north of the main driveway will be repaved by
Carl Rose Paving Company. They plan to do the work while in the
county working on the fire training area at the Fairgrounds. Work will
start either the last week of September or the first week of October.
A little over half of the parking lot will have the pavement removed and 134
tons of ABC stone put down before paving with 2" of pavement. The other
half of the lot will be repaved with 1 1/2" of pavement. Damaged curbs will be
repaired and sealed. Drainage pipes will be installed in the lower lot. Parking
places will be repainted. The pavement removal is everything north of the
handicapped spaces and the bottom of the steps to the lower lot. Parking
can still be done in the lots south of the removal areas. Once ABC stone is
installed parking can be throughout the parking lots. The removal of pave-
ment and hauling stone in will take about two days and the paving and re-
paving will take one day. Painting may take part of another day. No work will
be done on the weekends and the lots will be suitable for use on Saturdays
and Sundays.

The church bus is back and very operational. Jeff Johnson replaced two
blown head gaskets, all head bolts, replaced and adjusted the wipers, re-
placed both temperature sensors, replaced front brakes, repaired a leaky
power steering line, and refastened the entrance hand rail. He went over the
bus from one end to the other and checked for any potential problems and
repaired them. Tommy Thompson has driven the bus and reports it to

be wonderful. Jeff's work is excellent and the price was very reasonable.

MISSION—OUTREACH

Whatever you call it—it is the same; the family of God assisting
others in whatever way possible. You all know about our Mission
Meals on the second Sunday of each month. This is a way to
raise money for various recipients. To give you an idea how the money you
give is used: Of the total received, 10% is given to the church as our way of
tithing, a way to help pay for the use of water, power, gas, etc. The food cost
is then paid, and the balance given to the chosen mission recipient. We di-
versify the recipients so that some are local, regional, state, national, and
foreign. All funds go thru the United Methodist, so 100% of the funds go to
the destination, not just a portion of the money that you give.

The meal is, yes, a way to raise money; but, the meal is also a way for peo-
ple who prepare, serve, and clean up to work as a team to assist others, and
a way for us as a church family to visit with each other while we eat. There-
fore, please attend the meals, giving as you are able. If you cannot give, you
are welcome and encouraged to stay. If you were going out to eat, the same
money can be used for a mission and would be appreciated.
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Methodists In The News!

Sarah Rudy sponsored the Senior Class that worked so hard to
raise money and get permission from many groups, including the
Sparta United Methodist Church for the land, to put a new Alleghany
High School sign on Main Street.

Our Emily Hart is a member of the Little League Softball team that
won a State Championship for Grayson County in July. She led all
Grayson hitters with a 0.485 batting average for the tournament.
Arnold and Mary Wagoner celebrated their 40th wedding anniver-
sary on August 31st. The couple celebrated by traveling the Blue
Ridge Parkway.

Emily Andrews is Alleghany’s No. 1 seed on the Lady Trojan tennis
team.

Director Jo Burch was presented a basket of roses in appreciation
for her service to the Alleghany Pregnancy Center at their annual
banquet on August 20th.

Isabella Wyatt was one of the singers performing the signature song
from “The Sound of Music” during the Alleghany Pregnancy Center’s
banquet.

Delta Peterson helped design the quilt square by Alleghany Quilters
Guild depicting Alleghany County and the routes the river and park-
way follow through the county. A barn quilt square similar to Park-
way quilt was given to Jim Connor.

Superintendent Jeff Cox announced that Alleghany Schools will re-
ceive some of the “Race to the Top” grant funds.

Arnold Wagoner shared some delightful memories of the Blue Ridge
Parkway life for its 75th birthday.

Vickie Scott, director of Alleghany Cares, worked with some high
school students with “On-the-Job training for an occupational course
they were taking during the school year.

If any of you were at the Class of 1960 reunion, I'm sorry | didn’t rec-
ognize you. Newspaper pictures are not always good.
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- Linda Smith , historian

ATTENTION SHEPHERDS

There are new boxes of greeting cards available for
your use. You can pick them up in the church office
at your convenience. Thank you for your willingness
to serve others.
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Solid Rock Food Closet

Open Monday through Thursday
11 am—2 pm

I"I#$%&&

Grocery List for the Food Closet
Pork & Beans/Pinto Beans (canned) Pinto Beans (canned)

Corn/ Green Beans (canned)

Applesauce/Fruit (canned)

Toilet Paper/Laundry Soap/Hygiene Items Peanut Butter

Ramen /Pasta/Spaghetti Noodles

Macaroni and Cheese (boxed)

Jam and Jelly

Chicken/Beef Stew (canned)

Spaghetti Sauce
Cereal (any kind)

Tuna/Salmon (canned)

White rice (1 & 2 Ib. bags)

The Food Closet needs canned tuna/salmon
for the month of October.

2010 Holiday Closures:

01/01/10
01/18/10
02/15/10
05/31/10

New Years Day

Martin Luther King Day
President’'s Day
Memorial Day

09/06/10 Labor Day

11/25/10 Thanksgiving Day
11/26/10 Friday after Thanksgiving
12/25/10 Christmas Week
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‘@f Duane Davis—October 2 Margaret Connor—October 18 ‘55
ig Jean Freeman—October 2 Richard Fox—October 19 g
& Matthew Nester—October 2 H. G. Royall—October 20 &
& Jo Burch—October 4 L. Roe Boyer—October 21 &
& Camille Green—October 4 Ellen Church—October 21 &
o Allen Reinhardt—October 4 Cynthia McKenna—October 21 &
& Lucy Roe—October 6 Mattie Wyatt—October 21 '
W Michael Dehart—October 8 Scott Moncrief—October 22 W
W John Wishon—October 9 Margaret Barker—October 25 4/
4 Brent Long—October 10 Yvonne Oliver October 25 ¥
“  Mintie Saintsing—October 11 Linda Isner—October 26 W
g Leslie Hall—October 12 Jeff Cox—October 31 g
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h Greg & Waynna Wyatt—October 3 h
* Larry & Donna Myers—OQOctober 9 *
4 Robert & Pam Andrews—October 14
4 Wayne & Sandy Lovett—October 14 4
4 Vickie & Charlie Scott—October 22 ¥
. Marion & Ed Adams—October 24 @
. Julie & Patrick Tucker—October 26 @
v Guy & Hazel Ballard—October 31 @@
\ 4 \ 4
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welcome our Newest Memberg

Michael and Linda DeHart joined our congregation by transfer of
membership on September 12th. They normally attend the 11:00
service. Please take the time to seek them out and introduce
yourself.
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Ongoing Monthly Ministries
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