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Sparta United Methodist Church 
PO Box 697, 190 N Main Street, Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336.372.4441    Email: office@umcsparta.com  

August 2010August 2010    Rev. Bob Miller, PastorRev. Bob Miller, Pastor  
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Publication Submissions Deadlines  

· Bulletin & Announcements : Tuesdays, 3:30 pm 
· Newsletter : 20th of each month, 3:30 pm   

Worship and  
Fellowship Opportunities 

· Sunday Prayer-8:30 in the Sanctuary 
· Sunday Worship-9 & 11 am 
· Sunday School -10 am 
· UM Youth Fellowship-5:30 pm, Sundays 
· Nursery available on Sundays for children under 4 years of age for 

both services and during Sunday School. 
· Fellowship Supper (6:30 pm - Last Wednesday) 
· Mission Meals (Noon - 2nd Sunday) 
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HAND PAINTED TILES — Are you aware the Sparta United Methodist 
Church classroom hallway has a beautiful display of 126 personalized hand 
painted ceramic tiles? If not, you need to take a “heart warming” stroll down 
the hallway. 
 
As a Stephen’s Ministry fund raising event, we are offering the opportunity to 
add to this wonderful display. This is a wonderful way to honor or remember 
loved ones, to update our church history, and also to support the SUMC 
Stephen’s Ministry. You and your children can paint your own tiles—or the 
Stephen Ministers have volunteered to paint them for you. You can order 
one or a dozen. In order to install each family grouping together, it is impor-
tant to order as soon as possible. The deadline for submitting your order for 
the hand painted tiles has been extended.  
 
Please complete the form and return it with payment to either Delta Peterson 
or to the church office as soon as possible so that the painting sessions can 
be scheduled.  If you have any questions, please call Delta at 336-372-5838. 

REQUEST  FORM FOR DECORATIVE  HAND PAINTED  TILE(S)  
  
Name:___________________________________________   
Telephone:________________________ 
  
Number of tiles requested: ______ x $50 each = $________     
Please include payment with request form. 
  
Will you paint your own tiles?  (Yes or No)  ______________    
If yes, you will be informed of dates for painting.  
All paints, brushes, etc. will be supplied. 
  
I would like to have my tiles painted. (Yes or No) _________     
If yes, call Delta to discuss your designs. 
  
Please return your request form and payment to the Church Office or to 
Delta Peterson. If you have questions, call Stephen Leader Delta Peterson--
336 372-5838.      

Adult Sign-up for Youth Activities  
 

REMINDER—There is a green sheet on the “Ministry News” bulletin board 
outside the library for adults to sign up to help with activities through the 
month of August. If you have had Safe Sanctuary training, please sign up 
to help in one of these activities. 

FLOWER CALENDAR —There are quite a few empty 
dates on our flower calendar for the upcoming months. If 
you would like to participate in this ministry, please com-
plete the form in the narthex or call the office to sign up 
for a date. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts from the Alleghany 
Pregnancy Care Center for all the wonderful donations given 
during the Baby Bottle Campaign. Your generous contributions 
will allow us to help several children. Words can never express 
how much it is appreciated. 
 

Also, if you still have empty bottles at home, please return them to the 
church office so they can be reused during our next campaign. 
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while he was operating an underground Seminary for the Confessing 
Church. A wonderful book about the community of faith as we share life to-
gether.  
 I hope this article and my words have stirred a little interest about the 
man Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Perhaps by reading any of these books your life 
could be touched in a powerful and life changing way. Others might read one 
of these books and say the man was in left field (I had one church member 
tell me she got nothing out of The Cost of Discipleship. I don’t see how that 
is possible. I think it scared her in her very safe Christianity.) However, at the 
very least, I think his books are certainly worth reading and anyone who 
takes God so seriously is worth getting to know. 
 
 Peace and grace in Christ, 
 
 
 
 Pastor Bob 

(continued from previous page) 
�� Patti Cox was inducted as Second Vice-Present in the Gamma Delta 

Chapter. Patti also was a wellness leader from county central admini-
stration office when local schools competed in the Biggest Mover Pro-
gram. 

�� Sara Rudy’s social studies class was declared AHS Biggest Mover with 
286,140 minutes. 

�� Charles Pugh was the Grand Marshall of the Sparta July 4th parade. 
�� Dean Joines’s aunt, Josie Wilson celebrated her 101st birthday on May 

29th. 
�� Marion Adams, president of the Sparta Lions Club, sat on a Brahma bull 

during the rodeo at the Fairgrounds sponsored by the Lions Club. 
 

— Linda Smith, Historian 

Ella Doughton—August 1 
Tommy Calhoun—August 3 
Mildred Torney—August 4 
Pam Andrews—August 6 
Brant Banks—August 7 

Lawrence McClintick—August 9 
Linda Collins Smith—August 10 

Pam Souther—August 11 
 
  

John Boyer—August 13 
David Dalton—August 15 
Gray Sloop—August 16 

Johnny Wishon—August 17 
Michelle Howard—August 20 
Jane Doughton—August 21 
Bonnie Andrews—August 26 
Everett Dukes—August 28 

Karen Yarbrough—August 29 
 

Bill & Susan Nilo—August  1 
Tom & Beth Lyon Smith—August 2 
Bill & Margaret Barker—August 5 

David & Dora Sue Smith—August 8 
Tommy & Jane Calhoun—August 12 
Jim & Margaret Connor—August 16 

Tara & Sam Walker—August 17 
Alan & Vickie Sears—August 18 

Don & Betty Francisco—August 22 
David & Lynn Lambert—August 27 

Mike & Leslie Hall—August 31 
Arnold & Mary Wagoner—August 31 

Welcome to the newest members of our congregation:   
Jennifer Robinson , Jim and Connie Amburn who joined 
by transfer of membership, and Kathy Mock who joined by 
profession of faith.  

(continued from page 10) 

For the fifty-third year, the Western NC Conference will sponsor 
an adult backpacking trip over Labor Day weekend. Our district 
superintendent, Fred Jordan, will lead the hike in the rugged 
mountains of southwest   Virginia. No prior backpacking experi-
ence is required. The cost for the four day event is $50 for an 
individual and $85 for a married couple. For more information 

and an application, check online at http://www.wnccumc.org/cpr/trailhikes.htm 
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Solid Rock Food Closet 
Open Monday through Thursday 

 11 am—2 pm 
Holiday Closures: New Years Day (1 January), Martin Luther 

King Day (19 January), President’s Day (16 February), Memorial 
Day (25 May), Independence Day (4 July), Labor Day (7 September), 

Thanksgiving Day (26 November) and the Friday after Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas Week (25 December—1 January). Weather closings are announced on 

WCOK  radio and WXII TV. Please call 372-6560 with any questions. 

The Food Closet needs jam and jelly in August.  

Pork & Beans/Pinto Beans (canned) Pinto Beans (canned) 

Corn/ Green Beans (canned) Applesauce/Fruit (canned) 

Toilet Paper/Laundry Soap/Hygiene Items Peanut Butter 

Ramen /Pasta/Spaghetti Noodles Spaghetti Sauce 

Macaroni and Cheese (boxed) Cereal (any kind) 

Grocery List for the Food Closet 

Jam and Jelly Tuna/Salmon (canned) 

Chicken/Beef Stew (canned) White rice (1 & 2 lb. bags) 

Gleaning is not available this year: The Upper Mountain 
Research Farm has notified us that all produce will go to 
research, so we cannot glean for the Food Closet. Thanks 
to all who have inquired, and all who have brought clam-
shells. We do not need the clamshells - the research 
produce must go in special containers. Maybe next year! 
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For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 

(Matthew 25:35) 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 I would like to take this opportunity to intro-
duce you to my favorite Theologian, Dr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He is someone 
that I would be surprised to find out that many of you have ever heard of him, 
unless you remember hearing me mention him in a sermon or two. I will make 
this introduction by way of reprinting a newspaper article that was recently in 
the Winston-Salem newspaper which came to me via Faye Reeves (thank 
you). The article was written by Mr. Cal Thomas and is titled “German clergy-
man was a true believer.” 
 
 June 18, 2010, marked the 70th anniversary of Charles deGaulle’s historic 
call to arms for the French to resist the Nazis and also Winston Churchill’s 
“finest hour” address. 
 Another anniversary might have gone unnoticed were it not for a brilliant 
new biography of a man who gave his life in a failed plot to assassinate Adolph 
Hitler. Dietrick Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas, is a 
major biography of this giant of faith published 65 years after his death. 
 Bonhoeffer came from a family of intellectuals. His father was Germany’s 
leading psychiatrist. His siblings succeeded in their chosen fields. Dietrich be-
came a theologian to the surprise and initial disappointment of his parents and 
puzzlement of his siblings. 
 Twice Bonhoeffer visited the United States. On the first occasion, he stud-
ied at the liberal Union Theological Seminary in New York where he met the 
theological giants of the time, including Reinhold Niebuhr. 
 Bonhoeffer quickly tired of the “God-lite” theology at Union and decided to 
visit churches that held more substantive beliefs. He discovered a black church 
in Harlem where Adam Clayton Powell Sr. preached riveting sermons and peo-
ple joyfully worshipped God as if they actually believed he exists. 
 Bonhoeffer’s theology might be summed up in a letter he wrote in 1936 to 
his brother-in-law, Rudiger Schleidher: “One cannot simply read the Bible, like 
other books. One must be prepared really to enquire of it. Only thus will it re-
veal itself. Only if we expect from it the ultimate answer, shall we receive it. 
 Bonhoeffer struggled over whether to join the conspiracy to assassinate 
Hitler, and that struggle is chronicled in Metaxas’ book. His may have been a 
simple faith surrounded by theological muscle, but its application — which he 
knew might cost him his life—was a classic stuggle of flesh vs. spirit faced by 
all who seek to take God seriously. 
 Metaxas writes of the attempt by Hitler to create a state church that would 
give him moral cover for his immoral acts, especially his goal of exterminating 
Jews. The willingness of so many to sign on to this rogue and apostate church 
warns us moderns about the dangers of a church that is more interested in 
advancing an early political agenda than the kingdom of God. 

(continued on page 10) 
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�� Several of our youth were involved in sports during the past school year. 
Bobby Calhoun was one of the most valuable AHS athletes for 2009-
2010. Coach Yvonne was very proud of 2010 Trojan Tennis Team in-
cluding Ben and Bob Calhoun, with Bob being No 7 in State. Kate Nilo 
and Emily Andrews placed 2010 Lady Trojans Softball season. Jack Kil-
martin, a member of 2010 Trojan Golf Team, played his best season 
score in Mountain Valley Conference tournament in Roaring Gap. Emily 
Fry was a member of Alleghany High’s 2010 Track Team. Josh Howard 
is a member of 2010 Ozone Majors All-Star Baseball team. 

�� Superintendent Jeff Cox and Jim Connor are part of a subcommittee to 
help with Blue Ridge Parkway’s 75th Anniversary event. 

�� Mary Setzer, Bonnie Vaughn, and Marion Adams were volunteers hon-
ored at a volunteer banquet at Alleghany Care and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. 

�� Boy Scouts of America is celebrating 100 years. Since 1981, our Eagle 
Scouts have been Robert Washington, Brian Davis, Gary Smith, P. C. 
Collins, Zack Byers, and Perry Isner. 

�� David Cox and Jack Kilmartin were part of Scout Troop 299 to go to the 
Outer Banks. 

�� Brenda Irwin, John Wishon, and Charles Pugh are among new officers 
for the Marine Corps League. Outgoing Commandant Charles Pugh re-
ceived a gold Marine Corps coin. 

�� Attorney Edmund Adams and wife Marion donated $1,500 that he was 
awarded in 2009 N.C. Bar Association I. Beverly Lake Public Service 
Award to Alleghany Cares. The Cares Board members, including Walt 
Green and Margaret Barker, accepted this donation. 

�� Ed Adams accepted Foundation grant of $230 for Kids Voting. 
�� Anna Kilmartin, Katie Kilmartin, Molly Andres, Emily Andrews, and Katie 

Nilo were in the May dance recital. 
�� Judge Richard Doughton was commencement speaker for Class of 

2010. 
�� Nancy Hall was installed Junior Vice President for the Ladies Auxiliary 

Bruce Wayne Osborne V.F.W. Post No. 7034 in May. 
�� Holly Farr was nominated for Alleghany Memorial Hospital 2010 Award 

of Excellence. 
�� Steve Zimmerman is a new officer for the Sparta Lions Club. 
�� Sparta United Methodist Church has 2 teams in Church league golf 

Team 2 has 2 wins and a tie. Team 1 has come in second in their three 
games. 

�� Jane Doughton sponsors a new member, Donna Edwards, to Rotary 
Club. 

(continued on next page) 
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Congratulations to the  
2010 College Graduates  

at Sparta United Methodist Church  
 

 Melissa Farr  graduated UNC – Chapel Hill with a degree in Linguis-
tics. She will begin the Masters in Linguistics program in the fall at NC State 
University. 
 Perry Isner  graduated Cum Laude at Virginia Tech. His major was 
Wildlife Sciences with minors in biology and forestry. He is possibly looking 
for a career in the military starting in OCS (Officer Candidate School). 
 Hannah Smith  graduated UNC – Chapel Hill with majors in Public 
Relations and Journalism. She is looking to enter the world of the employed.  
 Holly Souther  graduated Cum Laude at UNC – Wilmington. Her ma-
jor was communication studies with a minor in information technology. She 
won the Senior Medallion Award. She will begin the Masters in Communica-
tion Studies program at NC State University this fall. 
 Ashley Vroom  graduated UNC – Chapel Hill with majors in Econom-
ics and Public Relations. She will enter the Masters in Elementary Education 
program at NC State University in the fall. She plans to become a teacher��a 
principal, get her Doctor’s degree, and then become a school superintendent.  

Watch for children!  Alleghany County Schools will 
be starting on Wednesday, August 4th and Grayson 
County (Independence) will be starting on Monday, 
August 9th. Please be aware of children walking or 
waiting for buses. 

A classic children's song starts out, “Jesus loves the 
little children…” This is so true about our Lord and 
Savior, that he loves all his children (all of us). Never 
forget the time that the disciples tried to keep the chil-

dren away from Jesus, but instead he instructed them to let them 
through. He then taught us all that unless we are more like children, 
we will never get into heaven. Activities like children’s moments, chil-
dren’s church, Sunday School, and youth group help to remind us 
and the young people out there what it is that makes them so special. 
So, hug a young person today and discover for yourself what makes 
them so amazing. 

            —Casey McKenna, Youth Leader 

(continued from page 2) 

 Clerics are seen siegheiling and speaking lovingly of their fuehrer with a 
reverence that convicts them of spiritual adultery. Bonhoeffer bravely stood 
against them as he participated in the formation of the “Confessing Church” 
which, among other things, spoke up for the Jews. The high regard in which 
the Bonhoeffer family was held in Germany and their supreme intellect tem-
porarily protected Dietrich from the hands of the Gestapo. 
 Inevitably he was arrested, but even then he won the respect of prison 
guards, who offered him special treatment, which he refused. Further com-
plicating things and adding to his temptation to live was that he had fallen in 
love with a young woman, 18 years his junior. Their love letters, mostly writ-
ten when Dietrich was in prison, are riveting. 
 Metaxas writes, “Bonhoeffer thought it the plain duty of a Christian—and 
the privilege and honor—to suffer with those who suffered.” That’s why he 
considered it both privilege and honor to be executed at Flossenburg Con-
centration Camp on April 9, 1945, where his body was burned in a pile of 
bodies, many of which were likely Jewish. The doctor at the camp said he 
had never seen anyone die with such peace. Two weeks later, the Allies 
march into Flossenburg. A week after that, Hitler committed suicide in his 
Berlin bunker. 
 Bonhoeffer’s memorial service at Holy Trinity Church in London on July 
27, 1945, was broadcast in Germany, where his parents listened. The ser-
man by Bonhoeffer’s longtime friend, Bishop George Bell, is reprinted in the 
book. 
 In an age (then and now) full of “cheap grace,” here is a book that will 
challenge Christians and non-Christians alike. Few books can claim to be a 
“must-read.” This is one. 
 
The next time I am down the mountain, I will be looking for this book, as few 
have been written about Dietrick Bonhoeffer. The man himself has written 
several books which I have and would be willing to share them with you. My 
very favorite is “The Cost of Discipleship” in which he takes aim at “cheap 
grace” which can be defined as not taking God seriously. In this book, he 
speaks of how the church dispenses cheap grace by ignoring sin and grant-
ing forgiveness when there has been no repentance. He also says that when 
“Christ invites a man or woman to follow him, he invites them to die.” By this, 
he means to be willing to die for Jesus if that is what the circumstances re-
quire. Yes, he takes God very seriously. This book, more that any other book 
changed my life, except of course the Bible. He also wrote “Papers and Let-
ters from Prison” which he smuggled out of the Flossenburg prison and they 
were written on whatever kind of paper he could get hold of. In this book, we 
have not only some of the love letters mentioned above, but also some of his 
theological thoughts, his sense of right and wrong, poetry and, of course, the 
anguish that he endured. Another book is “Life Together” which was written  

(continued on page 12) 
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UMW News  
  
This has been a very busy summer for our UMW.  We helped 
the Methodist men in preparing and serving a luncheon to our 
Sparta School Staff on the last workday of the school year.  We 

prepared the mission meal in July to help in the support of our missionary 
and we held the church picnic and auction. 
 Our annual church picnic at the Lions Club pavilion provided a lot of 
good food and fellowship. Following the picnic we had an auction conducted 
by our own Tom Atwood to raise funds for our groups. We really appreciate 
our auctioneer helping us and all those who donated items!  We were able to 
raise almost $800.00 this year! A big thank you goes to all the church mem-
bers who attended and helped with this fund raiser.  We had a great time 
and you missed some great bargains if you didn’t attend!  We were very 
thankful the weather cooperated for this event. 
 Remember to check out our UMW library and keep a record of your 
reading this summer!  We have some great books you can curl up with on a 
hot afternoon! 
 We are back on our regular meeting schedule for August.  If you are 
not currently a member of a circle, we would invite you to come to either the 
day, or evening circle and become a part of our organization. The meeting 
times are in the bulletin each month or you may contact Marion Adams or 
Margaret Connor, for more information about the meetings.   Come be a part 
of our group!! 
 Currently, we are beginning a campaign for children’s shoes.  Pick 
up a pair or two the next time you are out shopping for the children in the 
Philippines.  We will be collecting these in a tub in the narthex until the end 
of August.   
 We are also collecting school supplies for our school bags. In Octo-
ber we will be having a special day for missions and we need items for this. 
Bring in items for the children to help out in their studies.  Again, just drop 
the items in the box labeled for them.  A list of needed items is as follows: 

1 pair blunt scissors(rounded tip) 
3 packages of loose leaf notebook paper ( 8 ½” x 11 ” ruled) 
1 30-centimeter ruler( 12 inches) 
1 hand held pencil sharpener 
6 unsharpened pencils with erasers 
1 eraser, 2 ½ “ 
1 box of 24 crayons ( 24 only) 

 We are currently planning our next project for Saturday, October 2, 
2010. Please watch for more information about our FESTIVAL OF TABLES!  
This is a first for us and we hope you will want to be a part of it.  We will be 
having a brunch that morning and a special guest speaker in addition to spe-
cial music.  You won’t want to miss out on this special day!! 
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