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When peace, like a river, attendeth my 
way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; what-
ever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, 
it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come, let this blest assurance control, that 
Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has 
shed his own blood for my soul.  

            My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!  My sin, not in part but 
the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, 
praise the Lord, O my soul.  
            And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be 
rolled back as a scroll;  the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall de-
scend, even so, it is well with my soul. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

            This past weekend I was blessed to have the opportunity and the privi-
lege of presiding over another wedding.  This is two in the past month and 
both involved young couples who it seems so obvious to me, they are not 
only deeply in love with each other but also deeply in love with God.  For 
whatever reason I have had few weddings to preside over since I have been 
here and it really is a special event.  I rejoice with these young couples in 
their new life together.  At this latest wedding I got to experience a first for 

thirty years of ministry.  There was only one song sung during the actual service and bless my soul it 
was ‘It Is Well With My Soul!’  Never in a wedding have I heard that song played and it was so beauti-
ful and most appropriate.  To begin a new life together by affirming the gift of grace was a pretty over-
whelming experience for me.  It is a song that is often sung at funerals but is it not most appropriate 
for a wedding or any other event in life?  It is truly a song of justifying grace.  To be able to say that re-
gardless what comes my way in life it is well with my soul.  Regardless what trials and tribulations 
come my joy and victory is in the fact that Christ has done for me what no other could do and it came 
at the cost of his own life blood.  To know that all of my sins, each and every one has been paid for and 
removed allows me to live a life of grace and a life of peace even at and especially at the time of death. 

            The longer I live this life that God has given me and the longer I serve as a pastor the more con-
vinced I am that we humans truly struggle with this doctrine of grace or we don’t struggle at all. 
Meaning we accept God’s gift of unconditional pardon but we aren’t always willing to be givers of 
grace.  I know in my own life I will complain about this or that and even sometimes fuss about people 
taking advantage of the church or some agency of the church.  Even worse I will sometimes get frus-
trated with someone’s behavior or curt words they direct at another.  It is usually about the time I 
have put my foot in my mouth that conviction comes upon me that what I have just said or done in 
response to the situation is no better than what the person has done that upset me so.  I don’t know if 
I am being clear here so I will say it more bluntly… I don’t want from God what I deserve but what I 
want from God is mercy and if Jesus taught anything in his life that we should cling to it is this:

Calendar  

BDay/ Anniversary  



 “The Gathering,” sponsored by our WNCC Board of Laity, combines great preaching, outstanding mu-

sic, and wonderful fellowship opportunities to create an event that will renew your mind and your spirit and 

encourage you in your walk as a Christian disciple.  

This year’s theme is “Transformers: Transforming Our Communities, Our Churches, Our Lives!” Our focus 

will be on embracing our call to become beacons of grace, love, and hope in our communities. Featured speak-

ers are Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo, Rev. Dr. Arnetta Beverly, and Rev. David Christy. Special music will be pro-

vided by The Sons of Thunder Quartet, who has shared the stage with some of the most well-known perform-

ers in Southern Gospel, as well as Mr. Jarvis Wilson and Rev. Robert McMichael III.  

The beauty of the North Carolina mountains and Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat 

Center provides an ideal setting for The Gathering. Whether you’re walking around the 

lake, strolling through the grounds and gardens, or simply sitting on a porch and en-

joying the breath-taking view, you are sure to experience God’s presence through the 

majesty of God’s creation.  

Registration cost is only $20.00 per person for those registering before July 31st. Reg-

istration brochures are available at the church office or you may print a registration 

form or register online at www.gatheringofthelaity.com.  

The 48th annual “Gathering of the Laity”
will be held  August 9-11, 2013, at Lake Junaluska. 

‘the one that has received mercy should be moved to be a person of mercy.’  Remember the parable of 
the unjust servant (Matt 18:21-35)  ‘One who was forgiven a great deal refused to forgive one who 
owed him a little and Jesus said ‘You wicked slave!  I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me.  Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in an-
ger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would repay his entire debt.  So my heavenly 
Father will also do to you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’  Harsh and 
frightening words from such a tender and loving God.  Words we should all pay attention to.

            So what is grace?  Grace is often called God’s unmerited favor or kindness, receiving from God 
what we do not deserve.  I would like to say that grace is much more than that.  This will probably 
shock some of you but I think this is a pretty good definition of grace.  Grace is more than unmerited 
favor.  If you feed a homeless or hungry person who asks for a meal, that is unmerited favor, but it is 
scarcely grace.  But suppose that this person were to rob you and then you were to feed him?  That 
would be grace.  There is absolutely nothing that you or I have ever done that merits God’s forgive-
ness.  In fact we have all done things that by human standards we find it abhorrent to forgive if some-
one were to do it to us.  Yet God forgives, God loves and God does it on and on and on into infinity 
when a person asks in sincerity and with a repentant heart.  In fact I am convinced that God has for-
given me for so much more than I am even aware of, things that I never asked specifically for.  All I 
can do is say God have mercy on me a sinner and he does.  That is grace.  Grace is what St. Peter 
said , ‘It is the will of God that none be lost but that all be saved.’  That does not mean that God 
winks at sin or turns a shoulder and ignores it.  What it does mean is that God has gone the distance 
and will continue to go the distance until we draw our last breath in this life and then and only then 
does the opportunity for grace cease to be.

            So how are things with you my loved ones?  Is it well with your soul?  I pray 
earnestly that it is and that we out of love for God will dispense grace even to those 
who don’t deserve it. 

Pastor Bob
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The Blue Ridge Christian preschool program has just successfully completed its first year.  
Joy filled the hallways of the Sparta United Methodist church each morning as eager young stu-
dents greeted each other to begin their school day. Every day the children participated in a wide va-
riety of learning activities led by two gifted teachers, Mrs. Talina and Mrs. Jennifer. The preschool 
successfully accomplished the vision of BRCS which is to inspire students to become lifelong learn-
ers and to encourage them to desire a life of following Christ.

BRCS preschool offers a holistic approach to learning. The focus of the program is to develop 
strong academic skills while teaching young children the great love that God has for them and the 
importance of sharing that love while serving others. It was a delight to hear young children learn-
ing how to pray and to witness the teachers building in them a sense of compassion and care for 
others.

Blue Ridge Christian School is extremely thankful to the Sparta United Methodist Church for 
providing the classroom space where this program could take place. The church has met a need in 
Alleghany County for our youngest students to learn what it means to have a relationship with God 
amidst a strong academic curriculum.  

We are looking forward to the 2013-2014 school year as we continue to offer this half-day 
program to three and four year olds in our community. There will two open houses for the pre-
school on June 17th and July 29th at the church. We encourage people to stop by for more informa-
tion about the program or just to catch a glimpse of one of the ways God is at work in the young 
people of our community. Thank you to all who have supported the preschool this year and most of 
all thank you for your prayers! 

Blue Ridge Christian School 

The Building Committee has been meeting almost weekly. We have visited some surrounding churches who 
have recently built additions and remodeled space. We have viewed plans from other churches. We have 
drawn plans, had healthy discussions and gone back to consider various options and redrawn ideas and 
looked at more plans. We have NOT hired an architect as we are intent on being good stewards of our re-
sources and being in agreement on our needs prior to allocating resources. 

Letters have been mailed to the congregation regarding the sale and/or disposition of the activity 
building (old parsonage). We have obtained district and council approval for this step. We will be 
holding congregational meetings once we have a plan to show and gain consensus. 

The committee has agreed to purchase a new dishwasher and refrigerator that will meet our cur-
rent and future needs. This was accomplished by reviewing several bids and viewing various 
equipment to come up with the best option while being economical.   

Thank you for your support and prayers. We welcome any input or ideas you may have as we con-
tinue to work to design a welcoming safe environment to best serve the present and future needs of 
our growing church family. 

Kathy Mock, Communications 

Larry Prince, Chair 

Building Committee Update 



U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  

   Thank you to everyone who braved the stormy weather to attend the Sparta UMC Burger Burn hosted 
by the UMW ladies.  Thanks to Larry Prince, Kathy Mock and Jennifer Robinson who cooked hamburgers 
and hot dogs in the rain and to Margaret Connor, Ken Lewis and Les Scott 
who helped to serve the food.  We had a fantastic array of food and desserts.
If you were not able to come, you missed Brenda and John Irwin’s delicious 
homemade ice cream. 
   Also, another thank you to everyone who came to eat the spaghetti at 
the Mission Meal and donated money to help us purchase items for the flood 
buckets and health kits.  We collected over $600 to help with our Mission 
Workday in August. 
   Congratulations to the Sewing Circle ladies!  Over 150 ‘Little 
Dresses’ were sent with a group from Kernersville Moravian Church on a 
mission trip to Kenya.  The Sewing Circle will meet again on Monday, Au-
gust 5th from 10am to 1pm.  If you can cut fabric, iron or sew or help in any 
way, you are invited to join us. 

   If you plan to purchase school supplies for the Mission Workday or for the Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox program, please take advantage of the North Carolina Tax Free Holiday during the weekend of Au-
gust 2-4, 2013.  Needed items for the school kit are:  1 pair of blunt scissors with rounded tip, 3 packages of 
8½ x 11 loose leaf ruled notebook paper, pencil sharpener, 12 inch plastic or wooden ruler, pencils with eras-
ers, box of 24 crayons and erasers.  For the Shoeboxes, suggested items are: 
pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons or markers, writing pads or paper, solar 
calculators, coloring books and picture books.  The Missions Workday will be 
held on Saturday, August 24th from 10am to 2pm.  A light lunch will be 
served.  Please call Margaret Connor at 657-8811 if you plan to attend so we 
can have a count for lunch. 

   We have reached our ‘breakeven’ goal for the Faith, Food & Fellow-
ship cookbooks.  The final payment has been mailed to the publisher.  Future 
money collected from the sale of the remaining books will go toward our mis-
sion work and a portion will be set aside for the kitchen expansion project 
and a new dishwasher.  The cookbooks will make wonderful Christmas gifts-
and you don’t have to go to the mall to get one.  They are available at the 
church office. 
   The Western North Carolina Conference UMW 40th Annual Meeting will be held on September 6, 7, & 
8 at Lake Junaluska.  There will be presentations from UMW supported mission institutions, music by the 
UMW choir, and workshops.  The guest speaker will be Joy Prim.  If you would like to attend, please contact 
Beverlee Scott. 
   More information is now available about the UMW Assembly 2014 bus trip to Louisville, Kentucky 
that will leave our district on April 23rd and return on April 28th, 2014.  United Methodist Women assemble 
every 4 years to celebrate, to lift up, to learn, and to return to their communities better equipped for mission.  
Please contact Beverlee Scott about the bus and hotel costs and arrangements and the registration fee or you 
can go to www.assembly2014.org to see the registration information and 
assembly schedule. 
   UMW members will once again have a Bake Sale Booth at the 
Heritage Festival on Saturday, September 21st.  Please plan to bake 
something to sell and come out and have fun at the booth.  This year, we 
will be selling the cookbooks and we will need 3 volunteers to work a 2 
hour shift. 

   As always, we invite each woman of the church to attend the 
meeting on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm and join our 
circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
Submitted by:  Beverlee Scott, UMW President 

 Youth groups that our Sparta United Methodist Church sponsored are fun to recall. In the 
early 1940’s Bessie Andrews was our Girl Scout leader. One summer we studied hard to earn our 
First Aid Ribbon. We sat out in the church lawn while Ms. Bessie taught us skills that I still recall 
over 70 years later. 

 Camp Fire Girls Club was organized at Sparta United Methodist Church in the late 1930’s. Our 
group was named The Bluebirds. Our leaders were Mrs. R.L. Berry (Sparta Presbyterian minister’s 
wife) and Mrs. Vaughan (my sister). We met weekly in the Sunday school rooms. We loved having 
picnics. We would carry our food in bags and walk on a path in the fields across the street from our 
Sparta United Methodist Church. No homes were built on this sight in the 1930’s. One weathered 
cottage was near our picnic sight. An old lady lived alone in the cottage. Before we Bluebirds ate our 
picnic lunch, we always fixed this lady a plate of food and delivered it to her on her front porch. This 
lesson I learned so early-to be kind and sharing. 

 A fund raiser we once had in The Bluebirds Club was to sell aprons for $.50. Every lady in our 
church bought an apron! 

 In the early 1940’s I remember the Epworth League meeting every Sunday evening. Mary 
Margaret Bates came to Sparta to work for the U.S. Government under a program President Franklin 
Roosevelt began. Mary Margaret would travel all over the county teaching women in their homes 
how to use a pressure canner to preserve all their fruits and vegetables. She was a wonderful leader 
for our Sunday evening youth group. We learned to present a program every Sunday evening. Later 
Mary Margaret married Sam Brown, son of a past Methodist minister, Rev. Samuel W. Brown. The 
mountain behind the Lions Club Park is named after Rev. Sam Brown. Rev. Brown’s grandchildren 
now visit Sparta and enjoy the heritage of their parents, Mary Margaret and Sam Brown. 

  Later the name Epworth League was changed to Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF). When I 
returned to Sparta after graduating from UNC/G to work for the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, I enjoyed 
leading the Sunday evening MYF. We had a good group of high school age young adults who met 
every Sunday evening in the new fellowship hall of our SUMC. I would go early and build a fire in the 
fireplace and we sat around the fireside for our Sunday evening worship. Rev. J. Johnson was our 
minister then, he would come to our meeting to support us, but he expected the youth to have cour-
age. The plates with the photo of our new church was a fund raiser of our MYF during this period. I 
remembered a group of us driving out to Mrs. Carrie Inskeep’s home in Roaring Gap one Saturday 
afternoon and picking up 6 of the church plates that she ordered. 

 Vacation Bible School was always held for 2 weeks every summer. This was the highlight of 
our summer. The Baptist church also had a 2 week session and the Presbyterian Church had a 1 week 
session. Each church coordinated their dates of Bible School each summer. All the children in town 
went to all 3 Bible Schools. Brother Johnson and I had a croquet set in our lawn that we kept set up 
all summer. All our friends from VBS would come to play after Bible School each day. Wonderful 
memories… to be continued. 

By Bonnie McMillan Vaughan

Our History by Bonnie McMillan Vaughan 

LIKE US on Facebook!  

Sparta UMC 

Keep in touch and keep up with 

what is happening with each 

other and our church. 

Our website will be undergoing a major  renovation…  

please excuse us while we catch up. 



BIRTHDAYS 

Tommy Calhoun-Aug. 3   Mildred Torney-Aug. 4 
Pam Andrews-Aug. 6   Brant Banks-Aug. 7 
Brook Sandman-Aug. 7   Lawrence McClintick-Aug. 9 
Linda Smith-Aug. 10   Pam Souther-Aug. 11 
John Boyer-Aug. 13    David Dalton-Aug.15 
Gary Sloop-Aug. 16    Johnny Wishon-Aug. 17 
Michelle Howard-Aug. 20   Jane Doughton-Aug. 21 
Scott Wilborn-Aug. 27   Everett Dukes-Aug. 28 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Bill & Susan Nilo-Aug. 1  Walter & Myra Hattrich-Aug. 2 

    Tom & Beth Lyon-Smith-Aug. 2      Bill & Margaret Barker-Aug. 5  

David & Dora Sue Smith-Aug. 8  Tommy & Jane Calhoun-Aug. 12 

Jim & Margaret Connor-Aug. 16  Tara & Sam Walker-Aug. 17 

Alan & Vickie Sears-Aug. 18  David & Lynn Lambert-Aug. 27  

Arnold & Mary Wagoner-Aug. 31   

The conference was held June 19-23 at Lake Junaluska. Pastor Bob and Karen Miller, Larry Prince and Kathy 
Mock attended. The theme of the conference was TO SERVE THE PRESENT AGE, to help us focus on vital 
congregations that are Missional. The inspiration for this is Micah 6:8, "But He's already made it plain how to 
live, what to do, and what God is looking for in men and women. It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to 
your neighbor, be compassionate, and loyal in your love, and don't take yourself too seriously - take God seri-
ously." (The Message) 

The worship services were uplifting and inspirational. The music beautiful. We were amazed at the number 
of missions in which our church is involved within our community and across the world. We are very blessed 
to be a part of this community of faith who give so freely of their time and resources. The Western Confer-
ence United Methodist Women are the largest contributors worldwide among Methodists. The Methodist 
Men are also involved in many areas and give of their time and resources helping people from all walks of 
life. I feel privileged to be a part of God's work with you. 

The business meetings were long and laborious but necessary. There were 20 petitions upon which we voted 
over the four day period. Several were changes in wording in our Book of Discipline. There were also presen-
tations about the lessons learned and discoveries made since reducing the number of districts from 15 to 8. 
The budget is remaining fairly consistent as changes are still occurring with the realignment of districts. 
There were petitions regarding Pastors’ pension programs and health benefits. The health benefits petition 
was sent back to committee to explore additional options. The detailed information is available in the church 
office if you wish to read more. The petitions and votes about camp ministries, trustees and boards as well as 
annual conference locations are outlined in the available information or on line at www.wnccumc.org. The 
2014 conference will again be held at Lake Junaluska although there was quite a bit of support for moving it 
to alternating locations. 

There were several "services" for newly ordained deacons and elders, pastors, recognition of retired pastors, 
and a celebration of life for those who have gone to live with our Lord.   

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this conference and the option for attending next year is something 
you might wish to consider. I left on Saturday following the last business meeting to return to our beautiful 
county. The closing service on Sunday was inspiring according to my fellow attendees.  

Kathy Mock, Lay Leader   

2013 WESTERN NC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Wow! Praise God!!!  We just finished our week of Vacation Bible School and there is no doubt God is dwelling 

in his children. We started our week serving 25 kids, by Wednesday we had grown to 44 kids. We ended the 

week with  49 kids, 7 youth helpers and 17 adult volunteers for a total of 73 participants though out the week!  

We learned how to serve our family, friends, neighbors, community, and Jesus. I must thank all of the people 

who served with me and had us in prayer.  We touched many lives last week and planted seeds of Christ. If 

you were not able to serve last week and be blessed, I pray that you find a ministry within our church that 

serves our children and youth.  I know you will be blessed and will feel God's love thru them, there is no way 

you can't.

In Christ- 

Talina Pipes 

VBS 2013- God's backyard Bible Camp 

Our youth is selling Sparta UMC tee shirts, long sleeved 

shirts, polo’s hoodies and more! All precedes from this 

sale will go to the Youth Outreach Program! Help our 

youth spread the good word  of God! Catalog is in the 

church office. 
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wife) and Mrs. Vaughan (my sister). We met weekly in the Sunday school rooms. We loved having 
picnics. We would carry our food in bags and walk on a path in the fields across the street from our 
Sparta United Methodist Church. No homes were built on this sight in the 1930’s. One weathered 
cottage was near our picnic sight. An old lady lived alone in the cottage. Before we Bluebirds ate our 
picnic lunch, we always fixed this lady a plate of food and delivered it to her on her front porch. This 
lesson I learned so early-to be kind and sharing. 

 A fund raiser we once had in The Bluebirds Club was to sell aprons for $.50. Every lady in our 
church bought an apron! 

 In the early 1940’s I remember the Epworth League meeting every Sunday evening. Mary 
Margaret Bates came to Sparta to work for the U.S. Government under a program President Franklin 
Roosevelt began. Mary Margaret would travel all over the county teaching women in their homes 
how to use a pressure canner to preserve all their fruits and vegetables. She was a wonderful leader 
for our Sunday evening youth group. We learned to present a program every Sunday evening. Later 
Mary Margaret married Sam Brown, son of a past Methodist minister, Rev. Samuel W. Brown. The 
mountain behind the Lions Club Park is named after Rev. Sam Brown. Rev. Brown’s grandchildren 
now visit Sparta and enjoy the heritage of their parents, Mary Margaret and Sam Brown. 

  Later the name Epworth League was changed to Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF). When I 
returned to Sparta after graduating from UNC/G to work for the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, I enjoyed 
leading the Sunday evening MYF. We had a good group of high school age young adults who met 
every Sunday evening in the new fellowship hall of our SUMC. I would go early and build a fire in the 
fireplace and we sat around the fireside for our Sunday evening worship. Rev. J. Johnson was our 
minister then, he would come to our meeting to support us, but he expected the youth to have cour-
age. The plates with the photo of our new church was a fund raiser of our MYF during this period. I 
remembered a group of us driving out to Mrs. Carrie Inskeep’s home in Roaring Gap one Saturday 
afternoon and picking up 6 of the church plates that she ordered. 

 Vacation Bible School was always held for 2 weeks every summer. This was the highlight of 
our summer. The Baptist church also had a 2 week session and the Presbyterian Church had a 1 week 
session. Each church coordinated their dates of Bible School each summer. All the children in town 
went to all 3 Bible Schools. Brother Johnson and I had a croquet set in our lawn that we kept set up 
all summer. All our friends from VBS would come to play after Bible School each day. Wonderful 
memories… to be continued. 

By Bonnie McMillan Vaughan

Our History by Bonnie McMillan Vaughan 

LIKE US on Facebook!  

Sparta UMC 

Keep in touch and keep up with 

what is happening with each 

other and our church. 

Our website will be undergoing a major  renovation…  

please excuse us while we catch up. 



 “The Gathering,” sponsored by our WNCC Board of Laity, combines great preaching, outstanding mu-

sic, and wonderful fellowship opportunities to create an event that will renew your mind and your spirit and 

encourage you in your walk as a Christian disciple.  

This year’s theme is “Transformers: Transforming Our Communities, Our Churches, Our Lives!” Our focus 

will be on embracing our call to become beacons of grace, love, and hope in our communities. Featured speak-

ers are Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo, Rev. Dr. Arnetta Beverly, and Rev. David Christy. Special music will be pro-

vided by The Sons of Thunder Quartet, who has shared the stage with some of the most well-known perform-

ers in Southern Gospel, as well as Mr. Jarvis Wilson and Rev. Robert McMichael III.  

The beauty of the North Carolina mountains and Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat 

Center provides an ideal setting for The Gathering. Whether you’re walking around the 

lake, strolling through the grounds and gardens, or simply sitting on a porch and en-

joying the breath-taking view, you are sure to experience God’s presence through the 

majesty of God’s creation.  

Registration cost is only $20.00 per person for those registering before July 31st. Reg-

istration brochures are available at the church office or you may print a registration 

form or register online at www.gatheringofthelaity.com.  

The 48th annual “Gathering of the Laity”
will be held  August 9-11, 2013, at Lake Junaluska. 

‘the one that has received mercy should be moved to be a person of mercy.’  Remember the parable of 
the unjust servant (Matt 18:21-35)  ‘One who was forgiven a great deal refused to forgive one who 
owed him a little and Jesus said ‘You wicked slave!  I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me.  Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in an-
ger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would repay his entire debt.  So my heavenly 
Father will also do to you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’  Harsh and 
frightening words from such a tender and loving God.  Words we should all pay attention to.

            So what is grace?  Grace is often called God’s unmerited favor or kindness, receiving from God 
what we do not deserve.  I would like to say that grace is much more than that.  This will probably 
shock some of you but I think this is a pretty good definition of grace.  Grace is more than unmerited 
favor.  If you feed a homeless or hungry person who asks for a meal, that is unmerited favor, but it is 
scarcely grace.  But suppose that this person were to rob you and then you were to feed him?  That 
would be grace.  There is absolutely nothing that you or I have ever done that merits God’s forgive-
ness.  In fact we have all done things that by human standards we find it abhorrent to forgive if some-
one were to do it to us.  Yet God forgives, God loves and God does it on and on and on into infinity 
when a person asks in sincerity and with a repentant heart.  In fact I am convinced that God has for-
given me for so much more than I am even aware of, things that I never asked specifically for.  All I 
can do is say God have mercy on me a sinner and he does.  That is grace.  Grace is what St. Peter 
said , ‘It is the will of God that none be lost but that all be saved.’  That does not mean that God 
winks at sin or turns a shoulder and ignores it.  What it does mean is that God has gone the distance 
and will continue to go the distance until we draw our last breath in this life and then and only then 
does the opportunity for grace cease to be.

            So how are things with you my loved ones?  Is it well with your soul?  I pray 
earnestly that it is and that we out of love for God will dispense grace even to those 
who don’t deserve it. 

Pastor Bob
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The Blue Ridge Christian preschool program has just successfully completed its first year.  
Joy filled the hallways of the Sparta United Methodist church each morning as eager young stu-
dents greeted each other to begin their school day. Every day the children participated in a wide va-
riety of learning activities led by two gifted teachers, Mrs. Talina and Mrs. Jennifer. The preschool 
successfully accomplished the vision of BRCS which is to inspire students to become lifelong learn-
ers and to encourage them to desire a life of following Christ.

BRCS preschool offers a holistic approach to learning. The focus of the program is to develop 
strong academic skills while teaching young children the great love that God has for them and the 
importance of sharing that love while serving others. It was a delight to hear young children learn-
ing how to pray and to witness the teachers building in them a sense of compassion and care for 
others.

Blue Ridge Christian School is extremely thankful to the Sparta United Methodist Church for 
providing the classroom space where this program could take place. The church has met a need in 
Alleghany County for our youngest students to learn what it means to have a relationship with God 
amidst a strong academic curriculum.  

We are looking forward to the 2013-2014 school year as we continue to offer this half-day 
program to three and four year olds in our community. There will two open houses for the pre-
school on June 17th and July 29th at the church. We encourage people to stop by for more informa-
tion about the program or just to catch a glimpse of one of the ways God is at work in the young 
people of our community. Thank you to all who have supported the preschool this year and most of 
all thank you for your prayers! 

Blue Ridge Christian School 

The Building Committee has been meeting almost weekly. We have visited some surrounding churches who 
have recently built additions and remodeled space. We have viewed plans from other churches. We have 
drawn plans, had healthy discussions and gone back to consider various options and redrawn ideas and 
looked at more plans. We have NOT hired an architect as we are intent on being good stewards of our re-
sources and being in agreement on our needs prior to allocating resources. 

Letters have been mailed to the congregation regarding the sale and/or disposition of the activity 
building (old parsonage). We have obtained district and council approval for this step. We will be 
holding congregational meetings once we have a plan to show and gain consensus. 

The committee has agreed to purchase a new dishwasher and refrigerator that will meet our cur-
rent and future needs. This was accomplished by reviewing several bids and viewing various 
equipment to come up with the best option while being economical.   

Thank you for your support and prayers. We welcome any input or ideas you may have as we con-
tinue to work to design a welcoming safe environment to best serve the present and future needs of 
our growing church family. 

Kathy Mock, Communications 

Larry Prince, Chair 

Building Committee Update 
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When peace, like a river, attendeth my 
way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; what-
ever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, 
it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come, let this blest assurance control, that 
Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has 
shed his own blood for my soul.  

            My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!  My sin, not in part but 
the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, 
praise the Lord, O my soul.  
            And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be 
rolled back as a scroll;  the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall de-
scend, even so, it is well with my soul. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

            This past weekend I was blessed to have the opportunity and the privi-
lege of presiding over another wedding.  This is two in the past month and 
both involved young couples who it seems so obvious to me, they are not 
only deeply in love with each other but also deeply in love with God.  For 
whatever reason I have had few weddings to preside over since I have been 
here and it really is a special event.  I rejoice with these young couples in 
their new life together.  At this latest wedding I got to experience a first for 

thirty years of ministry.  There was only one song sung during the actual service and bless my soul it 
was ‘It Is Well With My Soul!’  Never in a wedding have I heard that song played and it was so beauti-
ful and most appropriate.  To begin a new life together by affirming the gift of grace was a pretty over-
whelming experience for me.  It is a song that is often sung at funerals but is it not most appropriate 
for a wedding or any other event in life?  It is truly a song of justifying grace.  To be able to say that re-
gardless what comes my way in life it is well with my soul.  Regardless what trials and tribulations 
come my joy and victory is in the fact that Christ has done for me what no other could do and it came 
at the cost of his own life blood.  To know that all of my sins, each and every one has been paid for and 
removed allows me to live a life of grace and a life of peace even at and especially at the time of death. 

            The longer I live this life that God has given me and the longer I serve as a pastor the more con-
vinced I am that we humans truly struggle with this doctrine of grace or we don’t struggle at all. 
Meaning we accept God’s gift of unconditional pardon but we aren’t always willing to be givers of 
grace.  I know in my own life I will complain about this or that and even sometimes fuss about people 
taking advantage of the church or some agency of the church.  Even worse I will sometimes get frus-
trated with someone’s behavior or curt words they direct at another.  It is usually about the time I 
have put my foot in my mouth that conviction comes upon me that what I have just said or done in 
response to the situation is no better than what the person has done that upset me so.  I don’t know if 
I am being clear here so I will say it more bluntly… I don’t want from God what I deserve but what I 
want from God is mercy and if Jesus taught anything in his life that we should cling to it is this:

Calendar  

BDay/ Anniversary  
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