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Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

A Special Thank You to Ben 

Our church is blessed in so many ways. The one I 

thank God for most is the addition of Ben and his 

family.  

Every member of our church family is equally im-

portant. But I hope we can all realize the possibilities 

as we see what Ben brings to our church. He is laying 

the foundation for our future. 

He walks the talk and he is the mentor that’s needed 

for future generations. When you read his daily devo-

tional and his prayers you realize he has his priorities 

in the right order.  

There is so much wrong in the world today and so 

often the youth are being guided in the wrong direc-

tion by the influences of society. We must provide a 

genuine Christian alternative or we will lose a genera-

tion and generations to come. Ben is providing that 

Christian alternative.  

Please join me in thanking Ben for standing up for 

what we believe and confess as Christians. The future 

of our youth and our church needs this level of com-

mitment.  

In Christ’s love, 

Larry Prince 

Christmas Gifts 

                      By Pratt Davis 

As I think about Christmas this 

year, I realize that the Christ-

mas story invites us to discov-

er Jesus’ gifts to us that we 

find at the scene of the man-

ger.  The Church tends to tell 

us that Jesus came into the 

world in order to get to Easter, 

to assure us of life beyond this 

world.  There is another, addi-

tional layer of meaning to the 

life of Jesus.  If we stop and 

take a close look at the Christ-

mas story, we can see three 

themes that will be lived out in 

Jesus’ life and ministry and are 

his gifts to us. 

In the midst of the world Jesus 

is born into, with little in the 

way of comfort or material 

goods, we see that there is an 

Abundance of what matters 

most.  The inn-keeper provides 

a shelter to protect strangers.  

There are animals in the man-

ger that help keep the family 

warm.  Is there any greater 

exhilaration than that which 

parents feel at the birth of a 

child?  The accolade of a 

heavenly choir reminds us of 

the unbounded joy and excite-

ment of holding a baby.  The 

Abundance of God is one of 

the three major themes of Je-

sus’ ministry.  From miracles 

of sharing bread and fish with 

crowds of people to pulling in 

nets bursting with fish, from 

turning water into wine to see-

(Continued on page 2) 

Alleghany County Ministerium 

Advent Service & Lunch 

Please join us at SUMC for this time of worship, fellowship 

and lunch with our community friends as we prepare for the 

coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Leading the Services 

Dec. 6 - Ben Gatton - Sparta UMC 

Dec. 13 - Reverend Stephanie Parker  - Christ Episcopal Church 

Dec 20 - Reverend Jack Tookey - Alleghany/Grayson Charge UMC  

What Do the Candles on Our Advent 

Wreath Mean? 

The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is 

shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God. Four 

purple candles, one for each week in Advent, are used with one 

larger white candle in the middle as the Christ candle.  

The Advent wreath is used to symbolize the coming of Christ. It 

began in the time of the Protestant reformer Martin Luther. 

During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the 

four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Others 

consider the lighting of the first candle to symbolize expectation, 

while the second symbolizes hope, the third joy and the fourth puri-

ty. The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day re-

minding Christians that Jesus is the light of the world. The wreath 

continually reminds us of whom we are called to be as followers of 

Jesus.                                                    (umc.org/what we believe) 



2 

UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS  

By Alan Sears 
 

Another calendar year comes to a close and this 

provides an opportunity to look back at some of 

the activities and accomplishments of the United 

Methodist Men at SUMC.  The following list  was 

provided to the Charge Conference and it certainly 

reflects a busy year: 

• We continue to prepare and serve two suc-

cessful Mission Meals each year. 

• The Wood Ministry is an outreach to those in the commu-

nity that risk not being able to heat their homes. 

• The Handy Man Ministry, while not as well known, helps 

members that need maintenance help around the home.  

We’re blessed to have so many skilled members that help 

in this ministry. 

• Easter Sunrise Service was followed by serving breakfast. 

• We serve the UMW at their annual Festival of Tables. 

• We also help the ladies at the annual Highway 21 Yard 

Sales. 

• We prepared food and served at the Vacation Bible 

School kickoff cookout. 

• Helped with setup and grilling for the church’s food tent 

at the Mountain Heritage Festival. 

• As a service and fundraiser, we prepared and served a 

dinner for the Carolina Farm Credit customer appreciation 

meal. 

After such an active year and holiday season, we will not meet 

again until February 18th, 2018 for our next Breakfast Meet-

ing. 

We close the year with a wish for a blessed Christmas and a 

renewed spirit heading into the New Year. 

ing the beauty of the Lilies of 

the field, Jesus shows us how 

to live in the Abundance that 

surrounds us. 

The people gathered at the 

manger show us that it is Let-

ting Go of our ego driven 

agendas that bring us into the 

presence of God.  Mary and 

Joseph both had to acquiesce 

to an agenda not their own to 

bring Jesus into the world.  

The shepherds had to follow a 

call beyond their understand-

ing to find God in the manger.  

And the Wise Men trusted in 

what was revealed to them and 

went beyond their comfort 

zone to approach the newborn 

child.  A second major theme 

of Jesus’ ministry is Letting 

Go of our agendas, our con-

cepts about God, and our be-

liefs about others.  Jesus goes 

through his own experience of 

Letting Go of his ego-centered 

agenda after his baptism when 

he confronts his inner demons 

on the mountain.  His teach-

ings, particularly the Beati-

tudes, describe an inside-out, 

upside-down concept of God.  

The people he surrounds him-

self with and interacts with 

challenge our beliefs about 

others.  Jesus’ ministry shows 

us that we ourselves must 

practice Letting Go of our own 

agendas, concepts and beliefs. 

This scene at the manger gives 

us a beautiful picture of Unity 

of creation from shepherds to 

wise men, from angels to ani-

mals, mother and father, all 

creation connected to God and 

to each other.  Unity is the 

third major theme of Jesus’ life 

and teachings.  His teaching to 

love others as ourselves is not 

to love as much as we love 

ourselves, but the same way 

we love ourselves.  Parables of 

the Good Samaritan, the Prodi-

gal Son, the Woman at the 

Well show us that there is no 

difference between Jew and 

Samaritan, the Prodigal and 

the Older Son, the Woman and 

her Community.  Jesus is 

teaching us there is no differ-

ence in Christian and Hindu, 

the food stamp recipient and 

the entrepreneur, the criminal 

and the judge.   

Christ Consciousness was not 

just born into the world in 

Bethlehem.  It has been born 

into the world from the time 

that creation burst into being.  

It is being born into all of crea-

tion every day.  The birth of 

Jesus heralds a life that will 

show us how to live out of the 

Abundance of God; to experi-

ence God through Letting Go 

of our notions about God, our-

selves, and other people; and 

to know the feeling of Unity 

with God and all of creation.  

We read the Gospels and see 

how Jesus instructed the peo-

ple of that day.  It is my chal-

lenge to read those stories to 

see how they apply to me to-

day.  I invite us to spend some 

time this Christmas season 

looking for Abundance, Let-

ting Go of our notions about 

how things should be, and 

searching for the thread of 

Unity when we look at other 

people and the world around 

us.  When we practice living 

our own lives from these three 

attitudes, we will have opened 

the gifts that Jesus brings us at 

his birth, the gifts that we find 

at the manger. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Christmas Gifts 
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Our Chancel Choir will present a Christmas Cantata 

 Noel - Night of Everlasting Love on Sunday, December 3 at 10 am  
with one united Sunday morning worship service.  

Sunday School will be at 9:00 am. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

 

The Sparta UMW Executive team is now complete 

with the addition of Laura Kennedy who accepted 

the position of Vice-President.  We look forward 

to next year with a full slate of officers.  Congratu-

lations Laura! 

  Congratulations are also 

in order for Theresa 

March.  Theresa was se-

lected by the UMW mem-

bers to receive the annual Special 

Mission Recognition.  A SMR pin and 

certificate were given to Theresa at 

the early church service on November 

19th.  A donation in Theresa’s name 

was also given to the UMW national 

office mission fund.  The recognition was to honor Theresa for 

her work with the Children’s Backpack Feeding Program, her 

fundraising efforts, and her leadership in the Bad Girls weekly 

Bible study which has transitioned into a ladies discipleship 

class.   

  Congratulations are especially in order for the whole Sparta 

UMW unit.  For 2017, the total for our fundraising events was 

just over $6,900.  A small amount is retained to begin the new 

year.  To ‘empty the treasury,’ donations were made to Project 

AGAPE, Alleghany Ministerium for the Backpack program, 

Children’s Christmas, DANA (Domestic Abuse is Not Ac-

ceptable), Alleghany Partnership for Children, Grace Kitchen, 

the Solid Rock Food Closet, Fusion, the United Methodist 

Men, the SUMC Children’s Ministry, the Thanksgiving Day 

Meal and holiday baskets for our shut-ins.  In addition, money 

was set aside for the Scholarship Fund.  The Sparta UMW col-

lected 62 jars of peanut butter and some can goods at the No-

vember meeting in response to an urgent need at the Food 

Closet.  We are blessed to be able to share our time and talents 

to help women and children here in our community and around 

the world. 

  The Sharon Sewing Circle will meet on Monday,               

December 4.  In addition to the regular sewing, we will       

assemble holiday baskets to be delivered to nursing home   

residents and shut-ins and write cards to those who do not    

live in the community.  Please join us for the fun! 

  Our last gathering will be the Holiday Celebration on        

December 13.  We will meet at 5:00 pm at the home of         

Jim and Margaret Connor.  Members and spouses are invited.  

Please bring a finger food and/or dessert to share and a Secret 

Santa gift.  If anyone needs a ride or directions, please contact 

Beverlee Scott or Margaret.    

  The Sparta UMW is an active unit.  Our goal is help make 

better lives for women and children through our mission work.  

That is Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
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Mission Meal Benefits Grace Kitchen 

The United Methodist Men served a delicious meal of beef tips over rice, green 

beans, corn, and desserts on Sunday, November 12th. The proceeds of $337 went 

to the Grace Kitchen. Thanks to all who donated. 

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee will be 

accepting a love offering for our pastor and 

staff until Sunday, December 17th.  Please 

make your checks out to Sparta UMC and in-

dicate "Staff Love Offering" in the memo sec-

tion of your check or offering envelope.  

 

Let's thank our staff for an AMAZING 

2017!  

Staff Love Offering Being Accepted 

Staff Members are: 

Pastor Bob Miller 

Assistant Pastor Ben Gatton 

Administrative Assistant Donna Myers 

Director of Children's Ministries Kelly Krans 

ROCK Coordinator Talina Pipes 

Director of Music Nancy Jones 

Choir Director Scott Turnmyre, 

Nursery Workers are Iris Cannon, Mikayla Ed-

wards and Sarah Nichols.  
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Rev. Bob Miller 
Pastor 

Ben Gatton 
Assistant Pastor 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

 

Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 

pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of each month 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 
 

 

Loving God 

Loving Everyone 

Following Jesus 


