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Beloved in Christ, 

            This has been a very fast paced year as they all 
seem to be anymore. By the time you read this we 
will all have celebrated our Thanksgiving feast or 
will soon be doing so. The completion of Thanksgiv-
ing moves us into the season of Christmas as No-
vember the 30th is the first Sunday of Advent which 
of course is the church season in which we anticipate and celebrate the 
coming of Christ into the world. More and more I realize just how far 
our society is moving away from this holy celebration. Yesterday I saw a 
commercial about getting that BMW for Christmas that you have always 
wanted and surely deserve. Not that I have anything against BMW’s as I 
actually like them just as I like so many other fine things in life that we 
all load up on.  But is that what Christmas is about? Is that sort of thing 
our focus at this time of the year? Allow me to share a story with you.  

 
            Curtis Bradford, a pastor in Charleston, South Carolina, said that 
when he was seven years old he crawled into bed on Christmas Eve so 
excited he couldn’t sleep. Pretending to be asleep, he lay there until he 

was sure his parents were snoring. Then, about 2 am, he crept downstairs.  There under the 
Christmas tree were his presents. A drum set beckoned him to play it then and there, but he didn’t 
dare. But he found other gifts he could play with.  A cowboy outfit, a set of six-shooters, a pup-
pet. Filled with excitement, he emptied his stocking, began eating the candy, the apple, the or-
ange… But suddenly, hearing a noise, he turned and saw his Dad looking sternly down at him. For 
a fleeting moment, Curtis was afraid, but his Dad broke into a smile, settled himself in the re-
cliner, and listened while Curtis showed him everything, explaining how the six-shooter’s worked 
and how the puppet moved its mouth. 

            Sleep soon came over him, and his Dad picked him up, carried him upstairs, and tenderly 
tucked him in bed. The next morning they had a wonderful Christmas but Curtis said, “I will never 
forget that Christmas Eve.”  

            The years flew by, and on another memorable Christmas Curtis found himself again at his 
Father’s side. This time the older man lay paralyzed from an automobile accident and weak from 
cancer. Treatments, therapy, and experimental drugs had left him weighing less than one hundred 
pounds and in great pain. But despite his pain, he asked if Curtis would dress him so he could 
watch the family open presents. He wanted a cleanly shaven face. So Curtis lathered the shaving 
mug and brush and got out the razor to shave his Dad.  After the shave, Curtis dressed him and 
carried him to the den where the family waited. He was able to sit there for about fifteen minutes 
before the joy turned to almost unbearable pain. Then his eyes filled with tears, and he asked Cur-
tis to carry him back to bed. Gently, the strong adult son gathered the frail man into his 
arms.  Curtis later said, “As I made my way to his bedroom, I recalled the night many years before 
when he had carried me to my bedroom after our private Christmas showing.  Now it was my turn 
to carry him.”   
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            Tears ran down Curtis’ face as he nestled his Dad into bed, and seeing the tears, the old man 
pointed to a tape recorder beside the bed.  Curtis turned it on, and together they listened to the Bible 
being read. It was John 14: “In my Father’s house there are many mansions…”  Silently Curtis thanked 
God for saving him, for saving his Father, for giving them those moments together, and for those 
times when the Lord had carried them both.   

            Two days later, Curtis’ Dad passed away. But the memories are precious rather than painful, 
says Curtis. “Because of Jesus, whose birth we celebrate on Christmas and who died to save those who 
believe in Him, I know I will see my Father again.  And what a family reunion that will be.”   

            I too recall the Christmas of 1988. It was to be my Dad’s last Christmas and we all knew that it 
would be.  On the day before Thanksgiving we were told of Dad’s cancer and were given those words 
we all hate to hear;  “I am sorry but there is nothing that we can do.”  A few days before Christmas I 
had the toughest conversation I ever had with my Dad and you know what that conversation was 
about. I am so thankful that Jesus came into this world and gave His life that we all might have life if 
we will only believe. My Dad came to believe and when he died on January 8, 1989, the Christmas of 
1988 became the most special Christmas of all.   

            What do you need and what do you want for Christmas this year?   

 
In Christs’ love, 

Pastor Bob 

Dear Friends, 

Leland and I both thank you so very much for your gift to Missions in our honor. It is great to still 

be able to support that cause though your gift, but even more important to us that our friends at 

Sparta UMC think so kindly of us.  

As Leland slips deeper and deeper into dementia, it’s no longer possible for us to get to church 

regularly, and your must know how difficult that is for us.  

On the whole, we are doing well, and have great support from our family, and from the staff here, 

but we miss our friends in Sparta. 

Our love to you all,  

Sharon and Leland 

Advent Thoughts By Pratt Davis 

     Advent is fast approaching.  I love this time of the church year.  
Everything seems to be holding its breath in expectation of the 
coming of God.  If we look deeply, we can see that we do not have 
to wait for a date or event to see the presence of God weaving 
through creation and our lives.  It is here and now that we live in 
God's presence.  Performing tasks of daily living mindfully we 
touch the Ultimate. 
     Two years ago I participated in an on-line course sponsored by 
Spirituality and Practice, a web site that offers a variety of spiri-
tual courses, books, retreats, etc.  The course that I took was 
called Illuminated Advent Retreat and was led by Jan Richard-
son, a United Methodist pastor in the Florida Conference.  Jan is 
also an artist, writer, and retreat leader.  The course consisted of 
three postings each week for participants to contemplate and re-
spond if they chose to do so.  One of her postings ended with a 
poem Jan wrote for the retreat and I want to share that poem with 
you.  I think it captures the essence of what Advent is about - 
opening our hearts to God's presence in the world. 
 
Everywhere a Blessing 
This blessing 
means for you 
to see it everywhere. 
 

And so it inscribes itself 
on the rim of the cup 
that you raise to your 
mouth. 
 

Traces its letters 
in the curve of the bowl 
that you place in the sink. 
 

Carves its name 
into the frame of your door. 
 

Slides between the lines 
of the book by your bed. 
 

Flows through your pen, 
your faucet, your hours. 
 

Waits to become 
the word on your lips 
saying holy 
this moment 
holy 
this life 
holy 
this place 
in this aching, 
stunning world. 
Jan Richardson, Illuminated Advent Retreat, Dec. 2012 
 
My prayer for us is that we may move through this Advent season 
fully aware of Who is accompanying us, that we do indeed see this 
blessing everywhere. 

Advent  

Schedule and  

Information  

 

Wednesday, December 3: 

Danny Pruitt of Belleview 

Missionary Baptist.  

Luncheon will be hosted by 

Belleview Missionary  

Baptist and First Baptist of 

Sparta. 

Wednesday, December 10: 

Father James of St. Francis 

of Rome Catholic Church. 

Luncheon will be hosted by 

St. Francis of Rome Catholic 

Church.  

Wednesday, December 17: 

Bruce Benton of Sparta 

Presbyterian Church. 

Luncheon will be hosted by 

Sparta Presbyterian Church.  



United Methodist Women 

November 16th was designated as UMW Sunday which was implemented by the 

Sparta unit to give our Pastor Bob a much needed Sunday off from the pulpit.  

Gayle Cobb selected the scripture, prepared the message and, with help from 

Pratt Davis, delivered the message on Fruits of the Spirit.  Our thanks go out to 

those who participated – Jennifer Robinson, Fran Lewis, Donna Myers, Dora 

Sue Smith, Sandy Lovett, Margaret Barker, Connie Amburn and Connie Ed-

wards.  Another thank you goes out to Nancy Jones and Scott Turnmyre and all 

the women who sang in the choir.  Please congratulate Gayle Cobb on receiving 

the Special Mission Recognition pin for this year.  She truly reflects the Purpose 

of United Methodist Women in our church and in our community. 

The officers for 2015 were installed into office in a ceremony held at the No-

vember monthly meeting.  New officers are: Fran Lewis as President and Gayle 

Cobb as Vice-President.  Continuing officers are: Margaret Connor as Secre-

tary, Jennifer Robinson as Treasurer and Connie Amburn as Reading Program 

Coordinator.  We ask for your prayers and continued support in our mission 

work in the next year.   

Also at the November meeting, the members voted to ‘spend down the treas-

ury’.  It is required that each UMW unit distribute funds from the checking ac-

count to local mission agencies, saving only a small amount to begin the new 

year.  It was determined that we had $1300 remaining after already setting 

aside money for the Scholarship Fund, giving to the Alleghany Ministerium for 

the Backpack Program, purchasing items for the Solid Rock Food Closet and a 

tithe to the church for use of the kitchen.  Members voted to give money to the 

Thanksgiving Dinner, Alleghany Pregnancy Center, D.A.N.A. (Domestic 

Abuse), Meals on Wheels, Alleghany Partnership for Children, Project Agape, 

Operation Christmas Child, Blue Ridge Christian School in honor of Pastor 

Bob, and Children’s Church in honor of Tommy and Martha.  Jennifer, our 

Treasurer, has determined that the UMW gave a donation total of $5,476.53 for 

2014.  That is a remarkable example of the Sparta United Methodist Women.  

Our thanks to everyone. 

We have two events left for this year.  The first one is the Sewing Circle meeting 

on Monday, December 1st.  We will assemble holiday baskets to give to our 

shut-ins and we will need some extra help to put the baskets together.  The sec-

ond is our annual holiday celebration at the home of Faye Reeves instead of our 

regular monthly meeting.  We will meet at Faye’s on Wednesday, December 

10th beginning at 5:30pm.  Please bring a ‘Dirty Santa’ gift if you plan to attend. 

As always, we invite all women in the church to our monthly meetings.   Please 
come to the January 14th meeting and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Ac-

tion to begin a new year.  
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Operation Christmas Child 

  We have received notification from Opera-
tion Christmas Child regional coordinators, 
Dan and Kathy Abernathy that it is time to 
start getting ready to put together OCC 
shoeboxes for the holiday season.  They 
also announced Joe Morris from Grace 
Community Church as the new year round 
volunteer for Alleghany County.  Dates and 
times have yet to be announced, but the 
collection week will begin the 3rd week of 
November.  OCC boxes and labels are now 
available in the Fellowship Hall for your 
use.  Please remember to include a check 
in the amount of $7 for each shoebox to 
help cover shipping costs.  If you want to 
start shopping now, here is a list of recom-
mended items for the shoeboxes. 
ToysToysToysToys – Include items that children will im-
mediately embrace such as dolls, toy 
trucks, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmoni-
cas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that 
light up and/or make noise.  Please include 
extra batteries. 
School Supplies School Supplies School Supplies School Supplies – Pens, pencils and sharp-
eners, crayons or markers, stamps and ink 
pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calcu-
lators, coloring and picture books. 
Hygiene Items Hygiene Items Hygiene Items Hygiene Items – Toothbrush, mild bar soap 
(in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, 
Other Other Other Other – Tee shirts, socks, ball caps, sun-
glasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, 
flashlights (again with extra batteries), 
You may include a personal note and photo 
to the child, and, if you include your name 
and address, the child may write back to 
you. 
Do Not IncludeDo Not IncludeDo Not IncludeDo Not Include – used or damaged items, 
war-related items such as toy guns, knives 
or military figures, chocolate or food, out-
of-date candy, liquids or lotions, medica-
tions or vitamins, breakable items such as 
snowglobes or glass containers (plastic 
cups or bowls are ok) and aerosol cans. 

    There are two more sanctuary windows to share 
history from the original structure of Sparta UMC. 
On the north side of the sanctuary, the third win-
dow from the pulpit area is the memorial window 
of Della Woodruff Duncan, 1882-1947, depicting 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus on their flight to Egypt. 
Mrs. Duncan’s lovely picture is in our Alleghany 
Library, as the library is dedicated to her memory. 
On a personal note, I often visited Mrs. Duncan 
with my mother as a little girl. She was always so 
gracious and kind. 
    The Gethsemane window on the wall behind the 
pulpit is such a focal point of worship. When the 
original church was built a round frosted opaque 
window was in the spot of the present Geth-
semane window. Our wonderful former church 
historian, Thelma Davis, now residing in Florida, 
shared with me recently the events leading  up to 
the Gethsemane window that we so enjoy now! 
Thelma and Earl were visiting the UM church in 
Walkerton. Thelma was so impressed with the 
round stained glass window of Jesus in Geth-
semane behind  the pulpit area of the larger Walk-
erton UMC. Back in Sparta the UMW had funds in 
their  treasury to share. Thelma suggested the 
frosted window be replaced with the stained glass 
Gethsemane window. Thelma and Angelia Miller 
were appointed as a committee to look into this 
project. They called upon the late Earl Calhoun 
for advice. He directed them to a company in 
Statesville. For a cost of $300 the present window 
was exchanged. Thelma recalls that Rev. Gary 
Brown made this statement during the Dedication 
service of the new window:  

“Anyone at sometime in his life  
comes to Gethsemane.”   

    Next month will conclude the History of Sparta 
United Methodist Church’s stained glass win-
dows, when the four new additions of windows 
were added to or sanctuary during the remodeling 
of out present church.  
 

Our History by Bonnie McMillan 



BIRTHDAYS 

Ed Adams-Dec. 4  Lance Hart-Dec. 4  Emily Andrews-Dec. 5 

Helen Zak-Dec. 6  Boyd Farmer-Dec. 7  Tara Walker-Dec. 7 

Colette Nester-Dec. 10 Jonathan Nester-Dec. 11 Joshua Nester-Dec. 11 

Lisa Turnmyre-Dec. 12 Jim Connor-Dec. 14  Reba Cox-Dec. 14 

Thomas Myers-Dec. 18 Disa Wishon-Dec. 18 Beverlee Scott-Dec 23 

Dwayne Beasley-Dec. 24 Vickie Scott-Dec. 24  Micah Miller-Dec. 25 

Rob Vaughan-Dec. 25 Conor McKenna-Dec. 26 Burton Edwards-Dec. 27 

Faye Lemmond-Dec. 27 Martha Allred-Dec. 29 Gary Smith-Dec. 30 

 

 Nov. 2014 

Sunday School 78 

Worship Services 159 

    FINANCE REPORT    
ANNIVERSARIES 

Gray & Jane Sloop-Dec. 1 

Michael & Amy Green-Dec. 5 

Scott & Lisa Turnmyre-Dec. 18 

David & Eleanor Carpenter-Dec. 19 

Becky & Mike Neff-Dec. 19 

Charles & Sarah Rudy-Dec. 22 

Larry & Mary Setzer-Dec. 24 

Duane & Pratt Davis-Dec. 25 

Zachary & Lauren Barricklow-Dec. 29 

Needed Each Month From  
the Congregation to Meet Budget 

$16,667 

Received from Worship 
 Services This Month 

$21,643 

Total Needed 
 Year to Date 

$166,670 

Total Collected 
 Year to Date 

$162,505 

Under/Over  
for the Year 

(-$4,165) 

Average Monthly Attendance 

Monthly Offering 

Operation Christmas Child  

is looking for volunteers during the 

week of November 17-23!  

Volunteers will help out during the 

 collection week in the Sparta UMC 

 Fellowship Hall.  

Please call the church office if you are 

 available for a few hours any day! 

Holiday Price for UMW Cookbooks 

Do you need a last-minute gift idea for a 
friend or a family member?  We have the 

perfect solution for your shopping dilemma.  
Give them a church cookbook from the 

United Methodist Women.  We have a spe-

cial price of two books for $25.00 that is 
good thru the end of the year. Amanda has 

plenty in the church office.  Please remem-
ber that the cookbook proceeds will go to-

ward the new church kitchen. 

Love Offering 

A Love Offering for our Pastor Bob Miller 
and the church staff will again be collected 

this holiday season.  You may place your 
check in the collection plate beginning Sun-

day, November 30th.  The last date of collec-

tion will be Sunday, December 21st.  Please 
include ‘Love Offering’ on the memo line of 

your check. 


