
  

Upcoming Events 

Mondays   1:00pm  Prayer Group 

Mondays   2:45pm FUSION After School 

Wednesdays 10:00am Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays 12:00pm Lunch with the Pastor 

Wednesdays   5:30pm ROCK 

Wednesdays   6:30pm FUSION 

Thursdays   2:45pm FUSION After School 

November 7 10:00am Sharon Sewing Circle 

November 9   6:30pm UMW 

November 13 12:00pm Mission Meal 

November 19  5—7pm Community Holiday Meal 

November 20   8:00am UMM    

 

Our Fusion youth ministry is 

in full gear as the weather 

cools down with fall in the air.  

Our group has grown slightly 

and we now have about 27 

students involved in the pro-

gram in some form or anoth-

er.  While we do not see all of 

them each week, many of the 

teens stay in touch with Fusion 

adult leaders and we often 

know what is going on in their 

lives.  

Fusion is a little more than a 

year old, and the aspect of the 

program that I am the most 

excited about is the community 

of faith that has developed. We 

spend a lot of time talking 

about how we, as followers of 

Jesus, are called to live so dif-

ferently in this world. We are 

called to live in a way that is 

counter-cultural and goes 

against the grain of what the 

world expects. We choose love 

over selfishness, encourage-

ment over cynicism and nega-

tivity, faith over fear and anxi-

ety.  This type of living takes 

courage and a strong fellow-

ship of others who share the 

same faith in Jesus to support 

each other in this bold way of 

living. Fusion allows each of 

our teens a framework to 

laugh, have fun, get serious, 

and learn more about their 

faith. Fusion gives our teens 

people that they can trust and 

rely on when life gets difficult 

and confusing. Best of all, 

these relationships teach them 

what church is all about- a 

community of faith that chal-

lenges and encourages each 

other to live like Jesus in this 

world.  

In November, we will be going 

to a soup kitchen and serving a 

hot meal to those who need it 

in Galax. The students are very 

excited about this service op-

portunity. We have also started 

to draw in several new stu-

dents who have no connection 

to other churches over the last 

few weeks.  

Pray for us as we have many 

exciting things taking place 

and are seeking God’s work 

daily! 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 

5:00pm — 7:00pm 

Everyone is Invited  -  Carry Outs available 

Bring Family, Friends and Neighbors 

 

Proceeds go to the Emergency Fund of the  

Alleghany County Ministerium and stay in  

Alleghany County. 

The meal is a traditional holiday menu with turkey, 

ham, and all the fixings. 

 

Please volunteer to supply needed items.  A list is locat-

ed outside the church office.  There is also a sign-up 

sheet for volunteering to prepare, serve or clean up. 

Thank you for helping! 

Bible Character Night  
at  

R.O.C.K. 

By Ben Gatton 

What’s Happening  

With 

NOVEMBER 2016 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER 
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Woolly Worms 
            By Pratt Davis 

 

This year’s crop of woolly 

worms is truly amazing.  I first 

notice them on my front porch 

in September, then see them 

attempting to cross the road as 

I am driving.  There is an 

abundance of them; and these 

worms are a rich, medium 

brown color from end to end 

with not a bit of black in sight.  

A few weeks later I notice a 

similar brown color on the 

worms, but these worms are 

colored black on both ends.  

Finally, I begin seeing worms 

that are black from end to end.  

Now those of you who keep up 

with woolly worm lore know 

that the coloration of woolly 

worms sends an important 

message. 

Folk legend has it that the col-

oration of woolly worms seen 

in the fall is a prediction of 

snowfall in the coming winter.  

According to this legend, it is 

the black color that represents 

snow (or other harsh winter 

weather).  So a woolly worm 

with no black indicates a win-

ter without snow.  One with 

black only on the front and 

back ends means we will have 

snow at the beginning and the 

end of winter, while the solid 

black worm means snow will 

fall all winter long.  Now I am 

really confused.  Which set of 

woolly worms is making an 

accurate prediction?  Do I 

count the number of worms 

seen with each pattern and 

assume the largest number of 

worms observed is the correct 

predictor?  Or do I have to 

factor in variables of space and 

time to account for volume of 

worms in a given location?  

Furthermore, I ponder whether 

all worms are created equal.  

Are larger worms given more 

weight in determining some 

sort of average worm value for 

computational purposes?  

Then I observe an unusual 

phenomenon. 

One day while walking back 

from the mailbox I see first 

one, then another, most unusu-

al woolly worm.  I don’t re-

member ever seeing a blonde 

woolly worm before.  These 

two worms are not light 

brown, they are a soft, golden 

color from end to end.  That 

sets me to thinking.  Maybe 

the folk lore is missing the true 

meaning of wooly worms.  

Maybe the coloration of the 

worm has to do with the col-

or or type of butterfly that 

will emerge from its cocoon 

next spring.   

Googling wooly worms shows 

me first of all that I am 

spelling it wrong.  But more 

importantly I discover that 

caterpillars come in many 

shapes and sizes but most are 

not woolly.  What we call the 

woolly worm is also called the 

Woolly Bear and is one type of 

caterpillar.  Woolly Bears 

spend the winter in places like 

wood piles then spin cocoons 

in the spring.  They emerge 

from the cocoon as Isabella 

Tiger Moths, dull orange 

moths with black “heads” and 

spots of black on the wings.  

Woolly worms are members of 

the “bristled” species which 

includes the all-yellow salt 

marsh caterpillar.  These 

“blonde” caterpillars give rise 

to a white moth.  I decide I 

have more than enough infor-

mation about woolly worms. 

Why do we look for meaning 

in the coloration of a worm?  I 

believe it is just the way we 

are hard-wired.  Somehow we 

know there is Meaning in life 

and we want to find it in the 

ordinary surroundings of our 

lives.  You know that I am 

certainly a believer in the in-

terconnection of all of life and 

the presence of God in every-

thing.  But the meaning is not 

found in taking what we ob-

serve in the phenomenal world 

and forcing it into some sort of 

belief we construct in our 

brains.   

Meaning finds us.  We open 

ourselves to seeing meaning in 

our lives by being still, paying 

close attention, observing 

without judging, and being 

fully present.  None of these 

habits is supported by the cul-

ture and it is a challenge to 

practice them without support.  

But as we work to develop 

these habits, we find ourselves 

in a space of stillness, open-

ness, and attention that permits 

us to see Meaning in the world 

around us.  Even the woolly 

worm may carry a message for 

me; but it is not a message 

about weather.  Rather it is a 

message that relates to my 

personal situation.   

There may be a message for 

me when I observe the perse-

verance of woolly worms in 

crossing the road, or the 

strength of the creatures sur-

viving a cold winter.  I may 

find a connection in the mys-

tery of worms weaving co-

coons, or identify with the 

emerging Isabella Tiger Moth.  

I don’t have to figure it out.  I 

just need to look closely and 

be still.  And sometimes the 

Meaning arises.  A rather ordi-

nary worm, or plant, or event 

suddenly sparks an under-

standing of connection and 

meaning uniquely my own.   

This is the way Meaning is 

found.  This is the way God 

speaks to every human being 

on the planet every day.  Are 

we listening? 

 

Good things are happening. 

Painting is underway on the 

first floor.  Ken Lewis, Gray 

Sloop and John Tracy have 

the second floor primed and 

will begin painting soon. 

The retaining wall on the east 

side of the building is being 

completed along with all the 

plumbing, electrical and heat-

ing & air. 

Flooring will be next as well 

as the dropped ceiling.  Com-

pletion of the walking track 

should be completed within 

two weeks. 

Construction on the parking 

lot in front of the new build-

ing will begin within a week.  

We will have to live with a 

graveled area for a few weeks 

until paving can be done. 

We are compiling a list of 

needed items for the building.  

Our prayers are that you will 

consider donating to these 

needs.  There will be more 

information on this soon. 

                                                               

In Christ’s Love,  
Larry Prince 

Outreach Center Update 
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Most of you have known 

Fletcher and Talina Pipes for 

several years.  Talina, as Sparta 

United Methodist Church Di-

rector of Children’s Ministries 

and Fletcher as a local State 

Highway Patrolman.  Or per-

haps you know them through 

their children Greyson, who is 

in first grade and Maddie who 

is in Pre-K, both at Sparta Ele-

mentary School.  But according 

to Talina and Fletcher they 

have had many “God Mo-

ments” in their lives that even-

tually led them to SUMC. 

Talina spent her middle and 

high school years in Greensbo-

ro after she and her family 

moved there from Greenville 

SC.  Fletcher had been a 

Greensboro native (or sur-

rounding areas) most of his life 

until moving to Sparta. 

Talina and Fletcher went to 

high school together in Greens-

boro.  They never dated then 

but were acquainted with each 

other, sometimes going on 

group dates within the same 

circle of friends.  After gradua-

tion they went separate ways.  

Fletcher went to Western Caro-

lina and majored in Environ-

mental Health.  Talina went to 

Pfeiffer University and ma-

jored in Christian Education. 

After graduation both returned 

to the Greensboro area and 

began their careers. 

One of the first “God Mo-

ments” that would eventually 

lead the Pipes to SUMC hap-

pened when Talina was in high 

school.  The father of a friend 

of hers had terminal cancer.  

During his final months at 

home, Talina would visit with 

her friend’s father to just talk 

and listen.  He had attended 

Pfeiffer University and spoke 

fondly of his years there.  She 

had never heard of Pfeiffer but 

the conversation stirred her 

interest.  She learned that 

Pfeiffer offered a good educa-

tion with a Christian compo-

nent which was very important 

to her.  She applied and was 

accepted one week before her 

friend died.  Now, she also has 

fond memories of her years 

there.  She knows had it not 

been for the casual chats with a 

friend this would not have hap-

pened.  “It was a God mo-

ment,” Talina said. 

Another “God Moment” for the 

Pipes happened after they had 

returned to the Greensboro area 

after college.  Talina was 

working for Woodmont United 

Methodist Church in Reidsville 

as Director of Child and Youth 

Ministry.  Fletcher was work-

ing in Environmental Health at 

the Health Department in Wal-

nut Cove.  Neither had thought 

about the other since their high 

school years.   

One day Talina was shopping 

at Michael’s and saw Fletcher 

at a distance.  She recognized 

him as someone she had gone 

to high school with but could 

not remember his name.  She, 

not wanting to feel awkward, 

avoided running into him by 

ducking down an aisle while he 

was in another.  But, as fate 

would have it, they came face 

to face.  Fletcher remembered 

her immediately, calling her by 

name.  As soon as he spoke, his 

name surfaced in her memory.  

After a very brief chat they 

parted and as far as she thought 

that was that! 

But not so fast. As happens on 

social media, Fletcher “found” 

Talina and after some briefs 

exchanges he asked her out on 

a date. “We’ll go to Bonefish 

Grill,” he said.  Talina, who 

was living on a very tight 

budget as a church children’s 

director, thought “Wow!  Go-

ing to a nice restaurant?”  She 

accepted immediately. When 

he came to get her in his 

pickup truck with his mirror 

held on by duct tape she 

thought “Yep, that’s how I re-

member him!” 

Talina recalls the evening as 

“very comfortable.” Fletcher, 

however, already had other 

ideas.  When he went to work 

at the Health Department the 

next day he announced to his 

coworkers that he had been on 

a date the night before with a 

woman he was going to marry.  

He was smitten from the begin-

ning.  And sure enough they 

were married one year later.  

But like a lot of folks, life has 

not been without hurt for the 

Pipes.  Talina, whose family 

had not attended church during 

her middle and high school 

years, felt a longing she was 

unable to identify.  At times, 

she felt different from her 

friends in high school.  They 

liked to party.  She did not.  

Some of them had no moral 

compass.  She did.  Why did 

she feel so different on occa-

sion, often even lonely? 

Her answer came as a junior in 

high school when a friend in-

vited her to church.  There she 

found the answer.  It was Jesus 

she had been seeking all along.  

She continued to go to church 

without her family.  Her faith 

grew.  Faith that she would 

need to carry her through the 

death of a friend in college—

the same friend who invited her 

to church in high school.  She 

would again need that strong 

grip when later,  she and 

Fletcher would suffer the loss 

of triplets.  And yet again the 

loss of another baby. 

But on with the other “God 

Moments.” 

After several years of marriage 

and the birth of Greyson in 

2010, Fletcher discussed with 

Talina his dissatisfaction with 

his job.  He would like to be-

come a State Highway Patrol-

man. It was a big step for a 

man with a young family.  He 

asked for Talina’s thoughts.  

While the thought of her hus-

band being a law enforcement 

office scared her, she supported 

him wholeheartedly.  She 

wanted him to be happy in his 

career choice. 

Patrol School is an intense nine

-month course.  Fletcher had to 

be in Raleigh five days a week 

which left Talina at home with 

an infant and a job that re-

quired long hours. It wasn’t 

easy but they survived! 

Upon graduation from patrol 

(Continued on page 6) 

Getting to Know Our Church Family  Spotlight on 

Fletcher & Talina 
Pipes 

Greyson & Madeline 
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October 18, 2016 

Dear Friends at Sparta UMC, 

Thank you so much for your support of The Backpack Program 

of The Solid Rock Food Closet.  Your continuing donations are 

sponsoring many children for the remainder of the school year.  

This provides healthy, kid-friendly food for the weekends. 

I am so grateful to you for your continued support.  It means you 

know the need in the community and are willing to help the chil-

dren.  I share your willingness and am so glad to have you as a 

partner to do God’s will. 

Again, thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Theresa March 

Backpack Coordinator 

UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 

Our October Breakfast was well attended.  We 

were blessed with a message from Charles Rudy 

about ultimate forgiveness.  Charles spoke, with 

passion, about the experience of Corrie ten Boom 

during and after the Holocaust. 

The UMM will be providing the November 13th 

Mission Meal.  Proceeds will go to the Blue Ridge 

Christian School for curriculum materials.  Please 

plan to join us for a delicious meal and fellowship. 

The Wood Ministry is gearing up for a busy season.  If you or 

your neighbors have trees down that could be donated to the 

Ministry please call the office and let us know.  We need wood 

to provide wood. 

You don’t want to miss our November Breakfast on November 

20th.  The Kilmartin Family will being speaking about their 

Mission Trip to Guatemala.  Don’t come alone, bring family or 

neighbors! 

Never attended a Men’s Breakfast or it’s been a long time since 

you have?  Make November’s Breakfast a time to connect or 

reconnect with this wonderful fellowship. 

u

m

m 

The seventh annual Festival of Tables was held on October 1st.  

The Fellowship Hall was filled with ten beautifully decorated 

tables – each with a different theme.   

Thank you to table hostesses Connie Amburn, Margaret Barker, 

Margaret Connor, Jill DeBord, Connie Edwards, Linda 

Fichthorn, Sandy Lovett, Kathy March, Theresa March, Donna 

Myers, Talina Pipes, Beverlee Scott, Jane Sloop, Dora Sue 

Smith, Bonnie Vaughan, Melissa Vestal, Linda Wishon and 

Helen Zak.   

We raised just under $2,000 from ticket sales and the silent auc-

tion.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the event, especially 

the United Methodist Men. 

UMW’s 

Festival of Tables 

A Huge Success 

The Children’s Backpack Program 
A Ministry of The Solid Rock Food Closet 

  

 

 

 

In 1997, Rev. Shelley Wilson was 

the Sparta UMC pastor.  Because 

there was no paid Administrative 

Assistant position, Sharon Simons 

volunteered to help as needed in the 

church office.  In a Church Council 

meeting Sharon asked if anyone 

would be willing to help print, fold, and mail the weekly bulle-

tins on Thursdays and to prepare the monthly newsletter mail-

ings.   

Disa Wishon had just retired from teaching in January 

1997. She volunteered to help Sharon.  That was almost twenty 

years ago and Disa is still at it.  Mildred Torney helped her for 

several years and when Mildred was no longer able to help, 

Dorcas Wagoner joined Disa.  Dorcas has now been help-

ing for over 10 years.  Every Thursday they come to the 

church to fold the bulletins, water the plants in the church and 

take the paper recycle items to the recycle center. 

Once a month when the monthly newsletter has been prepared, 

Disa and Dorcas are joined by David and Dora Sue Smith, 

Connie Edwards and Jody Tracy to prepare for  the month-

ly mailing.  

Please say a big thank you to these willing workers who help 

our church with joyful hearts behind the scenes!  We appreci-

ate your dedication to help our Sparta UMC ministries!!! 

Today we thank Disa, Dorcas,  

David & Dora Sue,  

Connie and Jody. 

A Thank You to Our 

 Behind-the-Scenes Workers 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 
At the October meeting, a discussion was held to 

implement a change to a committee-type Sparta 

UMW instead of the executive team being re-

sponsible for all activities.  Further discussion 

will be held at the November meeting to form a 

committee for each event or duty.  A committee 

will be needed for the Women’s Retreat planned 

for the spring, the July Yard Sale, the Festival of 

Tables and the annual church picnic.   

We also need a communications committee for 

the monthly newsletters and the Sunday bulletins.  We need to 

form a shopping committee to purchase items for the UMCOR 

kits and the yearly Food Closet donation.  All members are 

urged to attend the November 9th meeting.  Jennifer Robinson 

will be the program leader for the yearly Pledge Program and 

decisions will be made to ‘empty the treasury’ and distribute 

funds to charitable organizations.    

 The Sharon Sewing Circle will meet next on November 7th in 

the Fellowship Hall.  The December 5th Sewing Circle has been 

designated as the day that the UMW will assemble holiday bas-

kets and write cards to members who are shut-ins or in nursing 

homes.  A reminder to UMW members to bring items to fill the 

baskets to the November meeting. 

As always, we extend an invitation to every woman in the 

church to join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

u

m 

W 

  We have received 

notification from Op-

eration Christmas 

Child regional coordi-

nators, Dan and Kathy 

Abernathy, that it is 

time to start getting 

ready to put together OCC shoeboxes for the holiday season.  

Again our church will serve as the Collection Relay Center dur-

ing the week of November 14-20.  We will soon be asking for 

volunteers that week to help receive, count and pack the boxes 

Monday thru Friday from 3pm to 6pm, Saturday from 10am to 

12:30pm and on Sunday from 11am to 4pm.   

OCC boxes and labels are now available in the Fellowship Hall 

for your use.  Please remember to include a check in the amount 

of $7 payable to Samaritan’s Purse with Operation Christmas 

Child on the memo line to cover the shipping costs.   

If you want to start shopping now, here is a list of recommended 

items for the shoeboxes.  For more information, please contact 

Beverlee Scott at 336-372-4876. 

Toys – Include items that children will immediately embrace 

such as dolls, toy trucks, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, 

yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and/or make noise.  

Please include extra batteries.                                                            

School Supplies – Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or 

markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar 

calculators, coloring and picture books.                                     

Hygiene Items – Toothbrush, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), 

comb, washcloths.                                                                      

Other – Tee shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy 

jewelry, watches, flashlights (again with extra batteries).                                                                  

Do Not Include – used or damaged items, war-related items 

such as toy guns, knives or military figures, chocolate or food, 

out-of-date candy, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, 

breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers (plastic 

cups or bowls are ok) and aerosol cans.  

You may include a photo and personal note to the child and, if 

you include your name and address, the child may write back to 

you. 

The charge conference of Sparta United Methodist Church met 
October 10.  This is a once per year meeting.  
 
The primary responsibilities of the charge conference in the 
annual meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total mission 
and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objec-
tives and goals recommended by the church council that are in 
keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist Church. 
(Excerpt from The Book of Discipline) 
 
Many reports on the life of the church in 2016 were given. The 
Lay Leadership and committees for 2017 were presented and 
approved.  Compensation for the pastor was also presented and 
approved. 

Charge Conference  
Pastor Bob Challenges the Congregation 

We are a resurrection people and that defines us.  Christ died for 

the sins of the world and was resurrected.  Our faith in His life, 

death and resurrection gives us new life.  This must forevermore 

be what drives us as a church: proclaiming this very Good 

News.   

There is a large population of people in our county who have 

either not received this Good News or have and aren’t church 

connected.  This is what our new outreach building is to be 

about:  establishing new ministries, discipleship training, and 

fellowship.  A place where all people can gather.  

                                                    Pastor Bob 
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Wood Warriors       
Submitted by Alan Sears          

Last year’s Wood Warriors 

program was a success 

thanks to the generosity of 

many participants.  We 

would like to have our Warri-

ors support again this sea-

son.  Following is a reprint of 

the program with a few addi-

tions. 

Have you wanted to help with 

the wood ministry, but physi-

cally or due to work schedules, 

have not been able to partici-

pate?  Well now you can by 

becoming a Wood Warrior!  

Last year approximately 68 

loads of wood were delivered 

to the needy to heat their 

homes.  The cost to the fami-

lies receiving the wood was 

zero, that’s correct, zero dol-

lars.  The United Methodist 

Men have a passion for this 

ministry and fellowship.  This 

is a true outreach ministry! 

While all of the labor of love is 

supplied in acquiring, trans-

porting, cutting, splitting, 

stacking and delivering the 

wood, there is a cost involved.  

Our dump truck requires ongo-

ing maintenance which in-

cludes tires, oil, brakes and all 

the other things that keep it in 

a safe, tiptop shape.  Add to 

that insurance and fuel, and 

you start coming up with some 

significant dollars over the 

course of the year. 

To become a Wood Warrior all 

you need to do is to make a 

pledge per load.  This pledge 

can be in any amount that you 

feel led to make.  It can be five 

cents per load to $1.00 a load 

or anything in between or 

above!  During the 2015 – 

2016 season 68 loads were 

delivered.  The 2014 – 2015 

season was much colder which 

required 90 loads!  We know 

that the 2016 -2017 winter will 

challenge us in usual fashion. 

 It’s simple to do. 

 Just write your pledge 

amount on a sheet of pa-

per 

 Put that paper in a sealed 

envelope 

 Print your name on the 

outside of the envelope 

 Place it in the United 

Methodist’s Men mail slot 

outside of Donna’s office. 

Your envelope will not be 

opened, we’re not going to 

look at it.  It will be returned to 

you next spring at the comple-

tion of our wood delivery sea-

son.  On the outside of the en-

velope we’ll write the number 

of loads that were delivered.  

You do the math, then turn in 

your Wood Warrior donation. 

Become a Wood 

 Warrior today!     

school, Fletcher was able to 

give his top three choices of 

assignment location, hoping 

one of those would be chosen 

for him.  Alleghany County 

was one of his three.  Later, 

when told of his assignment to 

Alleghany County, Fletcher 

brought Talina to Sparta for a 

“grand tour.”  It was in March 

of 2011.  It looked pretty 

dreary to someone who had 

been accustomed to greenery 

year around. 

They drove down Main Street 

three times.  “Isn’t it great?” 

Talina recalled Fletcher saying. 

“They have two grocery 

stores!”  At the time, Talina 

was sure she was not as enthu-

siastic as her husband.  That 

would soon change. 

In discussing their move, Tali-

na had told Fletcher that to her, 

finding a church was more 

important than finding a house 

in which to live.  On their sec-

ond trip down Main Street, 

they noticed the door to SUMC 

was open.  They stopped on a 

whim and walked in.  Melinda 

Boyer and Susan Miles were 

inside working.  Melinda and 

Susan warmly greeted the 

Pipes and gave them a walk 

around the church.  Casually 

mentioning that they needed a 

place to live very soon, Susan 

went to work!  Within a week 

she had found the perfect 

place, a house Talina did not 

see until the day they moved 

in.  She loved it immediately.  

Another “God Moment.” 

Fletcher and Talina joined 

SUMC and became an active 

part of this congregation.  In 

2012, Talina was hired as the 

Children and Youth Ministry.  

That same year their family 

increased in size with the birth 

of Maddie. In 2015 Talina be-

came the Director of Chil-

dren’s Ministries. She contin-

ues in that role today.  One 

year ago she began our chil-

dren’s R.O.C.K. program 

(Reaching Out to Our Commu-

nity with Kids).  Each week 

there are 13 – 16 children who 

attend regularly.  For some of 

these children it is their only 

means to learn about Jesus.  

For others, it is a place where 

their faith can grow. 

That day in 2011 when Fletch-

er brought Talina to see the 

town of Sparta where they 

would soon move was a day 

that would change their lives as 

well as the life of Sparta Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  It was a 

good day for both.  A true 

“God Moment.” 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY –THE PIPES

(Continued from page 3) 

Children’s Christmas Outreach 

 

If you have not already done so, there’s 

still time to donate to our Children’s 

Christmas Outreach fund.  Gifts will 

be purchased, wrapped and returned to 

school to be given to children whose 

families are unable to purchase gifts for 

Christmas. 

Thank you for your support of this special ministry 

every year. 

You may call Martha Thompson at 336-372-1899 

with questions. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

Marci & Lance Hart              November 16 
Ken & Fran Lewis              November 16 

       Jerri & Keith Howell        November 19 
       Tommy & Martha Thompson      November 22 

Margot Gatton  November 2 
Evan Isner  November 2 
Anna Kilmartin  November 3 
Pam Dalton  November 4 
Larry Setzer  November 5 
Lynn Worth  November 5 
Judi Beasley  November 6 

Fuzzy McKnight  November 7 
Mary Setzer  November 14 
Braydon Atwood November 15 
Norman Bass  November 16 
Jerri Howell  November 18 
Evan Cox  November 20 
Hazel Foster  November 20 

Gayle Cobb  November 21 
Fran Lewis  November 21 
Marcia Carlan  November 22 
Garry Comer  November 23 
Beverly Pruitt  November 23 
Charlotte Nichols November 24 
Jonah Isner  November 29 

Alleghany County Ministerium 
What is it? 

Second of a three Part Series 

The mission of the Alleghany County 

Ministerium is achieved through three 

programs:  The Solid Rock Building 

Ministry, The Solid Rock Food Closet, 

and The Solid Rock Relief Fund.  Last 

month we looked at the Relief Fund.  

This month we’ll learn about The Sol-

id Rock Building Ministry. 

 

Solid Rock Building has had many 

phases to help citizens of the county.  

The ministry began helping local 

needy residents with wheelchair 

ramps, and small house repair.  The 

need is there but the lack volunteers 

made this part of ministry unreliable 

and developed into twice a year county 

wide involved event, “In As Much”, 

Spring and Fall.     

Currently the building ministry has 

property on Maple Street.  A home 

was built for David Smith and his 

brother, Dennis Maines has life time 

rights.  A duplex is currently being 

built with the help of the Alleghany 

High School carpentry classes. Upon 

its completion, the Alleghany Preg-

nancy Center will move in.  The larg-

est need for this ministry is for volun-

teers. 

If you would like to help families with 

this type of repair needs monetarily, 

please write your check to Alleghany 

County Ministerium and memo Build-

ing Fund. Mail your donation to P. O. 

Box 1166, Sparta, NC 28675.    

If you have any questions or would 

like to volunteer, Vickie Scott may be 

contacted by phone 336-372-5959 and 

she can help you get in touch with 

someone.  Thank you for your interest. 

Area churches working together to help our neighbors.  The vision is to create a viable and active ecumenical faith 

community where congregations cross denominational and theological barriers to work together for the common good 

of Alleghany County. 

Bellview Baptist Church 

Blue Ridge Faith Chapel 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Cornerstone Christian Fellowship 

First Baptist Church 

Grace Community Church 

Laurel Springs Baptist Church 

Laurel Fork Presbyterian 

Little Pine Liberty Baptist Church 

Little Pine Church of the Brethren 

New Hope Baptist Church 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

New Haven Church of the Brethren 

Mt. Carmel Church of the Brethren 

Osborne Memorial Baptist Church 

Piney Creek United Methodist Church 

Saddle Mountain Baptist Church 

Savannah United Methodist Church 

Shiloh United Methodist Church 

Sparta Church of God 

Sparta Presbyterian Church 

Sparta United Methodist Church 

St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church  

Local Churches involved in Alleghany County Ministerium 

http://bellviewmissionarybaptistchurch.com/
http://www.christchurchalleghany.org/
http://www.ccf-sparta.org/
http://www.spartafirstbaptistchurch.com/index1.html
http://umcga.org/pcumc/
http://umcga.org/sumc/
http://spartapresbyterian.org/
http://www.umcsparta.com/
http://www.sfor-sparta.org/
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 

around the world. 


