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Sparta, NC  28675 

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

bengatton@umcsparta.com 
music@umcsparta.com 

 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 
around the world. 

  

Sunday, November 29 at 10:00 am 
We will have ONE SERVICE on Sunday, November 29 at 10:00 am.  This service will focus on singing the hymns that 
you choose from “The United Methodist Hymnal” or “The Faith We Sing.”  Pastor Bob will still deliver a message, but the 
focal point will be coming together and joining our voices to praise the Lord as we begin the season of Advent.  We will 
have Sunday school at 9:00 am. 

NOVEMBER 2015 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDERNOVEMBER 2015 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER  

HYMN SING ~ LET’S MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTION 

  We have received notification from Operation Christmas Child (OCC) re-
gional coordinators, Dan and Kathy Abernathy, that it is time to start getting 
ready to put together OCC shoeboxes for the holiday season.  Times have yet to 
be announced, but our church will serve again as the Relay Center during the 
week of November 16-23.  We will be asking soon for volunteers to help receive, 
count and pack the boxes.  OCC boxes and labels are available on the table 
outside the church office for your use.  Please remember to include a check in 
the amount of $7 payable to Samaritan’s Purse with Operation Christmas Child 
on the memo line to cover the shipping costs.  If you want to start shopping now, 
here is a list of recommended items for the shoeboxes. 
⇒ Toys – Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, 

toy trucks, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, 
toys that light up and/or make noise.  Please include extra batteries. 

⇒ School Supplies – Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or markers, 
stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring 
and picture books. 

⇒ Hygiene Items – Toothbrush, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, wash-
cloths. 

⇒ Other – Tee shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (again with extra batteries).   

⇒ Do Not Include – used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy 
guns, knives or military figures, chocolate or food, out-of-date candy, liquids 
or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items such as snow globes or 
glass containers (plastic cups or bowls are ok) and aerosol cans.  

 You may include a personal note and photo to the child, and, if you include 
your name and address, the child may write back to you. 

~~Submitted by Beverlee Scott 
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MINSTRY CORNER-PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER HELPING WITH THESE MINISTRIES! 

⇒ Wood Ministry Helpers cut, split, stack, and deliver firewood to low income families and seniors who call the church 
in times of emergency and who are in need of heat. 

⇒ Wood Warriors make a pledge per load of wood delivered per season to help defray the cost of fuel, maintenance, 
and other expenses related to the wood ministry. 

⇒ Children’s Christmas Helpers purchase gifts for local school children whose families cannot afford to purchase 
Christmas presents for their families.  The church receives “the wish lists” of students from the schools in November 
and you go purchase the gifts and return them wrapped and ready to deliver.  You can also make a donation to the 
Sparta UMC Children’s Christmas if you prefer to have someone else shop for you.    

⇒ The Loaf Ministry focus is to welcome our first time visitors by delivering to them a loaf of homemade bread to show 
our desire for them to feel welcome as part of our church family. 

⇒ The Children’s Ministry offers many opportunities to help grow our children’s faith walk, to learn about God’s amaz-
ing love and the love of Jesus Christ.  We need nursery workers, Sunday school teachers, ROCK ministry helpers, 
Vacation Bible school helpers, and there are more opportunities coming to serve in the children’s ministry.  You must 
be Safe Sanctuary trained and pass a back ground check to help with our children’s ministry. 

If you feel God calling you to any of these ministries or to find another way to serve, please contact the church office! 

BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! ~ EVERYONE IS INVITED!                                       
 The meal will be the traditional holiday meal of turkey, ham, dressing, corn, green beans, sweet potato casserole, bis-
cuits, gravy, cranberry sauce, cranberry salad, pumpkin pies, a variety of other dessert items, coffee, and tea! 
The left-over food will be available in the Fellowship Hall the following day after church service to anyone who would like 
to partake and for the pie-making Kids in Action participants.  
 We hope all our church family will attend and assist in some way with the meal.  There will be a list of items needed for 
the meal and volunteer work times for preparation, serving and clean up that you can sign up on. Please prayerfully con-
sider participating in this outreach ministry to our church family and our community!!  Your monetary donations will go to 
the Alleghany County Ministerium Emergency Fund to be used to assist those who come to Alleghany CARES seeking 
assistance in emergency situations.  Contact Susan Miles, 657-7190, with questions. 
 

KITCHEN STUFF 
 It appears we are missing several utensils, pots, and pans from the church kitchen.  If you find that you have any of the 
missing church kitchen utensils in your kitchen, please return them because they are needed for the meals prepared in 
the upcoming future.   
 

ROCK MINISTRY AND KIDS IN ACTION MINISTRY 
Wednesday, November 18 at 5:30 pm 
 The ROCK and Kids in Action children will be delivering baby pumpkin tarts to our shut-ins or those who are disabled.  
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving a pie and a visit, please let Talina Pipes or Melinda Smith know. 

SPARTA UMC ANNUAL COMMUNITY HOLIDAY DINNER 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015 ~ 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
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 The October meeting of the Sparta UMW was a significant 
gathering for our circle members.  Jennifer Robinson, our treas-
urer was our presenter for the evening.  She led our yearly 
“Pledge to Mission Service.”  During the course of the program 
members had the opportunity to make a pledge for 2016 to sup-
port missions nationally and globally.  In making their pledge 
each person was helping to fulfil the Purpose of United Methodist 
Women.  In part, “Our Purpose” states that we as women will 
“expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church.”  The monies we give help to continue 
the board base of mission support for women, children and youth 
all around the world.  That mission focus became even closer 
when the group decided to donate $200 to UMCOR to assist 
victims of the recent flooding in South Carolina. 
 UMW member, Beverlee Scott, brought a request to the 
circle for the purchase of books to support the youth of our 
church as well those active in FUSION. She had spoken with 

Ben Gatton to assess the need for appropriate reading materials 
for our youth. The decision was made that the UMW would pur-
chase these books. 
 Preparations for the UMW Sunday are well underway.  On 
November 15 the UMW will be leading both the 9:00 and 11:00 
o’clock services.  Beverlee Scott will share the message.  During 
the 11:00 service there will be a UMW Choir to present an an-
them.  We welcome all to join us in worship. 
 The UMW would like to extend an invitation and welcome to 
the women of the church to join us for our general meetings.  
The next meeting will be November 11 at 6:30 pm in the Wood-
ruff Sunday School Class.  Another UMW mission is the Sewing 
Circle.  This mission is the first Monday of each month in the 
church fellowship hall.  The fun and fellowship and, yes, some 
work, begins at 10:00 am and concludes around 1:00 pm.   Help 
to cut, iron, and sew is always needed and appreciated.  Please 
stop by and join us at our general meeting or for the Sewing Cir-
cle and be a part of our vision that turns faith, hope, and love into 
action. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 

how God works. We see it with Moses. We see it with King David, the scrawny shepherd boy unqualified to be King. We 
see it with the twelve disciples, a bunch of rough neck fishermen who were the last people you would ever think would 
change the world.  God works this way, because when we are thrust into something that everyone else in the world thinks 
we can not accomplish it becomes obvious that God is the one with us, that God is the one at work. We are capable of very 
little, but God can change the world by working through us. 
 So what is God calling you to do? Be bold and courageous because God is with you and wants to lead you every step of 
the way. 
 

JESUS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STORM 
http://sumcblog.com/2015/08/20/55/ 
 In our weekly FUSION meetings on Wednesday nights we have been having discussions about discovering who Jesus 
really was. Our culture has created a lot of “noise” about Christianity, and the power of who Jesus actually was can easily 
be drowned out by the debates and arguments that we have.  So we have been going back to the basics of our faith. Read-
ing stories about Jesus from the gospels and discovering the many ways that Jesus’ actions and teachings are incredibly 
relevant in our lives today. One of the stories that we discussed recently was the story of Jesus walking on the water and 
we actually spent a lot of time on one of the short introductory verses from the begining of that story in Matthew chapter 14.  
“Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the people 
home.”  As you may know, after they got in the boat a terrible storm with incredibly strong winds came along. The wind was 
so strong it had these professional fisherman pretty scared for their lives. They were in crisis, a real life or death situation.  
And they got there by doing what Jesus asked them to do. 
 This is important because teenagers are starting to have really big decisions for the first time, decisions that might dra-
matically impact the direction of their lives. Many of them want to make sure that their decisions are in “God’s will” for their 
lives. Those of us who are adults often have big decisions to make and I hear many of us talk about finding “God’s will” for 
our lives too. I think the unspoken hope here is that if you manage to make a decision that lands us in God’s will, we will be 
fine and have smooth sailing.  But the disciples did what Jesus asked, they were following God’s will, and they still had to 
sail through a storm.  Jesus doesn't want us going through life hoping to please God so that we can avoid the storms. Jesus 
wants us to follow Him and take courage in life because we belong to to him, no matter what comes our way.  Jesus ended 
up meeting those disciples in the middle of their storm. He came to them in a strange and unexpected way, walking out to 
them on the water in the middle of the lake.   
 I am convinced that Jesus still comes to us in surprising ways.  Are you looking for him? 

SUMC Blog Posts (Continued from page SUMC Blog Posts (Continued from page SUMC Blog Posts (Continued from page SUMC Blog Posts (Continued from page 3333))))    
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 
 Marci & Lance Hart November 16 Ken & Fran Lewis  November 16 
 Jerri & Keith Howell November 19 Tommy & Martha Thompson November 22 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
 

Evan Isner November 2 Anna Kilmartin November 3 Pam Dalton November 4 
Harry Snyder November 4 Larry Setzer November 5 Lynn Worth November 5 
Judi Beasley November 6 Fuzzy McKnight November 7 Noah Barricklow November 11 
Mary Setzer November 14 Braydon Atwood November 15 Norman Bass November 16  
Jerri Howell November 18 Hazel Foster November 20 Gayle Cobb November 21  
Fran Lewis November 21 Marcia Carlan November 22 Garry Comer November 23 

  

OCTOBER 2015 STATS 

Average monthly Sunday School Attendance 76 

Average monthly Worship Services 145 

Budgeted giving needed in October 2015 $24,066 

Budget income received in October $16,979 

Budgeted giving needed to date in 2015  $182,408 

Budget income received to date in 2015 $177,097 

NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve    

November  December 

1-Sylvia Truitt 6-Carol Upchurch 

8-Pratt Davis 13-Brenda Irwin 

15-Pam Greer 20-Larry Prince 

22-Ben Gatton 27-Pratt Davis 

29-Talina Pipes  

MISSION MEAL REPORT 
⇒ November’s Mission Meal will be prepared by the 

United Methodist Men.  The menu will be delicious 
beef tips, rice, a variety of scrumptious side dishes 
and yummy desserts.  The donations will go to 
help defray the costs of the Wood Ministry that will 
be gearing up 

⇒ Sparta UMC Annual Community Thanksgiving 
Meal - We need your help providing food items and 
helping with the meal on Saturday, November 21.  
All monetary donations will go to the Alleghany 
Ministerium Emergency Fund. 

LETTER TO SPARTA UMC 
Dear Sparta United Methodist Church, 
 Thank you for welcoming my mother and I with open 
arms.  You have no idea how much that means to me.  I 
have been to churches that treat services as a private 
event that only the members could attend.  Your sermon 
really spoke to me.   
 Thank you for your kind words. 
     Best Wishes, 
     A Recent Visitor 
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SUMC BLOG POSTS by Ben Gatton 

The following are recent posts to the Sparta UMC blog.  You can read the weekly devotionals based on the previous Sun-
day’s sermon by logging on at www.sumcblog.com.  You can also watch the Sunday service at www.actv.me on your com-
puter anytime.  Select Sparta United Methodist Church and the date of the service you would like to watch. 
 

REFRESHING THE HEARTS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
http://sumcblog.com/2015/10/29/refreshing-the-hearts-of-the-lords-people/ 
 Since I heard Bob’s sermon this Sunday, I have been thinking a lot about how we should respond to one another as a 
family in Christ. Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) challenges us to “consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting with each other….but encouraging on another all the more as we see the day approaching.” 
This verse is one of the many that show us that church is so much more than worshiping on Sunday mornings. We are a 
family of brothers and sisters in Christ, and yes, many of us gather on Sundays to worship God together and learn from 
God’s Word.  But does church stop after that? 
 What the church does throughout the week is encourage each other as we all go into our lives and daily routines of work, 
family, responsibility and ministry. I think we can all agree that daily life includes many moments of struggle, temptation, 
challenge, and stress that can all too often cause us to miss the beauty and joy that we have in front of us.  We know that 
our lives are to be filled and defined by faith, hope, and love but we can’t get past the discouragement and pain that can 
dominate our lives. Sometimes we can even get so focused on “good” tasks and causes that we burn out, and our wells run 
dry. To avoid this, we must intentionally insert ourselves into each other’s lives so that we can point each other to Christ, 
remind each other of the great things God is doing in our midst, and encourage each other to stay strong in the faith. 
 Sounds refreshing doesn’t it?  Wouldn’t it be great if no matter how difficult life got, we always knew that we had an un-
shakable network of full of faith and hope to support us? I read Paul’s brief letter to Philemon this week and noticed that 
Paul encourages his friend by telling him “Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, 
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.” (v.7 NIV). Wouldn’t it be amazing to be known as someone who refreshes 
the hearts of the Lord’s people? Wouldn’t it be amazing if you knew someone who refreshed your heart? 
 We all have long days, hard weeks, and difficult years. I know when I am in a rough patch, I need someone to talk to me 
about Jesus. Jesus is the author and perfector of our faith, He is the one who gives us abundant life, He is the one who 
makes our burdens light, He is the healer, and the prince of peace.  We don’t have to wait until Sunday to talk to each other 
about Jesus. 
 How much thought do you put into your interactions with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ? I know it might sound 
weird to be so strategic about your friendships, but we should really consider how we can intentionally encourage each 
other and remind each other of God’s grace and love in the middle of an ordinary day.  This is a very, very big part of what 
church is. 
 

WE ARE CALLED TO DO THE CRAZIEST THINGS 
http://sumcblog.com/2015/09/14/we-are-called-to-do-the-craziest-things/ 
 After Bob’s sermon yesterday I was thinking about where Moses was in his life when he had a radical encounter with 
God out there in the desert. He as a murder on the run from his crimes, turned his back on his people, and working as a 
shepherd in the middle of nowhere. He was a man who had lost everything and was hiding from reality in obscurity while 
working a dead-end job.  Not really the resume that you would be looking for if you were trying to find someone to bravely 
liberate millions of oppressed people in the name of God. 
 But that is not how God works. God doesn't write people off as fast as we do. Even though Moses tries to talk God out 
of using him several times, God does not let him off the hook. Instead he reminds Moses that He will be with him every step 
of the way. 
 Is God calling you to do something? Is He calling you to do something that is outside of your comfort zone or outside of 
your abilities? Is He calling you to do something you feel completely inadequate to do?  Probably, because that is exactly 

SUMC Blog Posts  (Continued on page 7) 
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THE FEMININE FACE OF GOD by Pratt Davis 
 Here they are - eight beautiful little girls, first and second 
graders, sitting in a circle in the floor of the Storytelling room at 
the Bible School.  It is the last day of Bible School and today we 
are hearing the story of Jesus and Thomas.  I have decided that 
my teenage helper and I will share the story as a dramatic pres-
entation.  As I am telling the children what we are going to do, I 
have a bright idea.  I will get the children to participate.  When I 
ask for volunteers, the little girls raise their hands excitedly.  The 
three boys would rather watch from the back of the room.  So we 
proceed to set up our play. 
 My helper, Lily, plays Thomas, the little girls are the other 
disciples who we call Friends in my version of the play, and I take 
the part of Jesus.  As we finish our play and are talking about it, 
one little girl pipes up and points to a poster on the wall.  The 
poster shows Jesus and Thomas in the foreground and some of 
the disciples behind them.  She says, "The picture only has men 
in it for Jesus' friends." 
 As I look back at the children I see eight pairs of bright, 
young female eyes looking at me.  What do I say?  I know I have 
to think fast.  Two or three random thoughts speed through my 
brain, but I hear myself saying, "Jesus had friends who were 
women.  There just aren't any in this picture." 
 Thankfully, one of the girls said, "Mary was Jesus' mother.  
She was his friend." 
 "Yes, she was," I agreed matter of factly, and went on to 
wrap up our story time.  But I am not happy, I don't think I gave 
much of an answer to a deeply felt and important question.  So I 
want to explore the answer here that I could not articulate to six- 
and seven-year olds.  Where is the feminine in relation to a mas-
culine God? 
 In all my years of growing up in church, I never really ques-
tioned the power of God.  It was for strength, help at getting 
something done, succeeding at a test or task that my prayers 
were aimed at the Almighty - That which could surely send some 
of Its power my way and help me.  So the God of Power and 
Might felt real to me, off out there somewhere, able to strengthen 
me.  That there could be another force in the nature of the Divine 
was not something I knew about or thought about. 
 I first heard about the feminine force of God when I was at-
tending a Dream and Spirituality Conference at the Episcopal 
conference center near Hendersonville fifteen years ago.  You 
may well ask, What is that about?  When we start studying our 
dreams, one of the first things we discover is how much of the 
dream imagery is devoted to showing us how to keep our own 
masculine and feminine energies in balance.  Male characters in 
dreams represent masculine energies, and female characters 

represent feminine energies.  Masculine energies and 
feminine energies are psychological attributes, they 
have nothing to do with being male or female.  Every 
human has a wide range of psychological energies or 
traits that include both masculine and feminine traits.  
We consider masculine energies to include ideas, 
power, product, and structure.   Feminine energies 
are the energies of nature, relationships, process, and 
connections.  We are healthy psychologically when 
we use energies that include both the masculine and 
feminine.  One presentation I heard at the conference 
described how Jesus was effective in using both mas-
culine and feminine energy and how He modeled this 
combination for us to emulate. 
 Here is God in human form showing us, His fol-
lowers, how to be in a sound psychological place by 
blending these energies in our lives as He did.  And 
Jesus is showing us what God is like; God encom-
passes all that is, nothing is left out. 
 Unfortunately, neither our culture nor our institu-
tions give us help in learning to operate using both 
masculine and feminine abilities.  It would be an arti-
cle in itself to explore how one-sided these institutions 
remain despite some significant steps in the direction 
of allowing women to have equal rights in the last 50 - 
100 years.  The culture prefers to objectify women as 
sex objects.  Institutions expect both men and women 
who advance within the organization to perform al-
most exclusively using masculine traits of aggression 
and power.  The lack of balance in our culture and 
institutions goes beyond "rights."  It goes to a failure 
to hold the feminine dear; a failure, as my six-year old 
student said, to picture Jesus with his female Friends. 
 Now I am not advocating knocking Father God off 
His throne.  But as a woman, I would find it wonderful 
if for every Father and every He, we could have a 
Mother and a She; or if we could just call God, God.  
Not a Father, nor a Mother, but That which we can 
neither comprehend nor put into words. 
 I will leave you to think about the picture that has 
only men in it.  Perhaps the following little poem that I 
love, and that came my way in a series of interesting 
synchronistic events several years ago, will give us all 
something to smile about.  At the end of the day I be-
lieve we all are invited by God to smile! 
 

THE FEMININE FACE OF GOD (Continued on page 5) 
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 

 This year of 2015 marks the 50th anniversary of our Bible 
Sunday school class here at Sparta UMC that was organized 
in 1965.  Over the 50 year period the faithful teachers in-
clude: Robert Andrews, Estel Bedsaul, Ola Adams, Lyle Rus-
sell, Viola Bingham, Nancy Hall, Gloria Graham, and me, 
Bonnie Vaughan.   
 I so well remember the autumn of 1981 when I started to 
help Robert Andrews teach the Bible Class lessons in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We filled two of the long tables that were 
placed along the front door of the room.  The names of those 
sitting around the tables include: Robert and Maude An-
drews, Lyle and Carol Russell, Earl and Mary Calhoun, Eva 
Pugh, Mary Nichols, Mayone Halsey, Pauline and Dallas Par-
lier, Estel and Faye Bedsaul, Ola Adams, Nannie Hall, Zella 
Smith Amalee Smith, Gaye McCann, and Bill and Suzanne 
Moyer.  We always followed the same lessons from the 
Cokesbury Adult Bible Studies that we still learn from all 
these 50 years later.  Also, we still support missions around 
the world. 

 Now our membership of six meets in the library of our 
remodeled church.  We asked Larry Prince to build us a 
nice round table in 2009 and countless groups now 
gather around this table for planning, meetings and dis-
cussions throughout the year.  With our new building in 
progress, the Bible Class will move on, but all the minis-
tries of our Sparta UMC will continue to be to the Glory 
of God and His great grace. 
 2015 also marks my 60th year as a Sunday school 
teacher!  I feel so blessed to be active in my home 
church now with many memories of the Methodist 
churches I’ve helped as a teacher in Ohio and Florida. 

 
God Says Yes to Me 
by Kaylin Haught 

 

I asked God if it was okay to be melodramatic and  
She said "Yes." 

 

I asked Her if it was okay to be short and She said, "it sure is." 
 

I asked Her if I could wear nail polish or not wear nail polish 
and She said "Honey," She calls me that sometimes, 
She said, "You can do just exactly what you want to." 

 

"Thanks God," I said. 
"and is it okay if I don't paragraph my letters?" 

"Sweet-cakes," God said,  
who knows where She picked that up,  
"What I'm telling you is Yes, Yes, Yes!" 

 
 And so it is that God, in the totality that includes All, says 
“Yes!” to each and every one of us, be we male or female, seri-
ous or humorous, short or tall.   

THE FEMININE FACE OF GOD (Continued from page 4) 

A LITTLE BIT MORE SPARTA UMC HISTORY 
Provided by Faye Reeves 


