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Every good and perfect gift
is from above,

coming downfrom the

Father of the heavenly

lighgs... =~

James 1:17

Sparta United Methodist Church

PO Box 697, 190 N Main Street, Sparta, NC 28675
Phone: 336.372.4441 Email: office@umcsparta.com



Worship and

Fellowship Opportunities
- Sunday Prayer-8:30 in the Sanctuary
- Sunday Worship-9 & 11 am
- Sunday School -10 am
- UM Youth Fellowship-5:30 pm, Sundays
- Nursery available on Sundays for children under 4 years of age for
both services and during Sunday School.
- Fellowship Supper (6:30 pm - Last Wednesday)
- Mission Meals (Noon - 2nd Sunday)

CY PR Y2 Y Y

Minigtry Opportunitios!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD —Sparta United Methodist Church
will be the drop-off site for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas
Child this year. The collection hours are Monday, November 15,
through Friday, November 19 from 3-6 p.m.; Saturday, November 20
from 8 am-12 pm; and Sunday, November 21, from 11 am-3 pm. If you
would like to pack a Shoe Box gift, the instruction sheet (and tags) can
be picked up on the table outside the church office. A list of drop-off
times is also posted on the Ministry News bulletin board.

SUNBRIDGE COMPANION RIDERS—There are several residents at
Sunbridge who have no family or friends who can travel with them when
they go to doctor appointments. They are often dropped off to sit alone
for long periods of time with no one to talk to, help them get a drink of
water, or assist with other needs. Sunbridge and Alleghany in Motion
have both said “Yes” to having companion riders to go with these resi-
dents to keep them company. The only requirement would be that you
must follow privacy laws. The time involved for the trips would vary, de-
pending on whether the appointment is local or in Elkin, Winston-Salem,
or other locations.

All we need to do is provide a list of willing volunteers. Those
scheduling appointments would then call a volunteer when needed. If
you are willing to help out, please write Sunbridge Companion Rider
and your name and phone number on a piece of paper and drop it in
the mailbox outside the church office, send an email with the same in-
formation to office@umcsparta.com, or call the office and leave a mes-
sage.
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PLEASE let the office know of any updates to our pr

ayer requests.
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Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin.

God picks you from the patch, brings you

in, and washes all the dirt off that you may

have gotten from the other pumpkins.

Then he cuts off and scoops out all the

yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of
doubt, hate, and greed. He then carves you a new smiling face and
puts his light inside of you to shine for all the world to see.—So, let
your light shine!

— Casey McKenna, Youth Pastor

We are so blessed as a church. When you
look around there are Church members doing
a lot of different things to support the Church,
Church members, and our community. | can’t
say enough about sharing God’s love and |
am thankful to be a part of a church that
chooses to make a difference in other people lives. Yesterday, | wit-
nessed Pam and Joel Souther raking and bagging leaves simply be-
cause they saw that it needed to be done. They were not doing it for
the recognition, they were doing it because they love their church.

There is no way to mention all the things that our members do, but
thank you and keep up the good work. Last weekend at Operation
Inasmuch, we had as many volunteers if not more than any other
church. Thanks to all for the time and hard work. We should all
thank God for sending us Bob Miller and the example he sets for us
in his endless dedication to visiting our members and working at
whatever task is at hand.

We are also blessed to have a neighbor that's not a church member,
but dedicates his time to helping us cut wood and spends many
hours cutting the grass that grows up around our wood shed and all
the piles of wood in the field above the church. If you see Herb
Boone thank him for helping out and let him know that our doors are
always open to him.
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From Pastor Bob

“I give you a new commandment, that you

love one another. Just as | have loved you,

you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13: 34-35).

Peace and grace to my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. It
is Monday, October 25", and | am back from having spent a wonderful
weekend with Shannan and Jarid. This was my first visit to the newly-
weds’ home and it was just what the doctor ordered. They live at Kerr
Lake where Jarid works as a Park Ranger and Shannan teaches the sec-
ond grade. Their home is right on the lake and it makes for a beautiful
sight first thing in the morning. We really enjoyed our time together as
we watched a couple of movies Friday night and Saturday we went to
Wake Forest as Shannan had some birthday shopping to do for Jarid.
Saturday afternoon and night we watched football and simply enjoyed
each other's company. | am so thankful for you granting me this time
away.

Shannan and Jarid are in the process of church shopping and |
use that term with highest regards. This is what people do these days as
they are trying to locate a church that will be warm and welcoming and
genuinely care about them. Saturday night, Shannan decided that she
would like for us to visit a Methodist Church that was less than ten min-
utes from their home. We talked about church a little and Shannan ex-
pressed how hard it is to be about church shopping and even more so
how hard it is to find the right church. At last she said “I hope they don't
do that phony passing of the peace. | mean, its like, okay, everybody
stand up, turn to your left and then your right and say to your neighbor |
love you. It's just so phony.” | began to tell her how very different it is in
our church and what a positive experience it is. She responded, “Well
you must be serving a very special church.”

The next morning we went to this Methodist church and | was
shocked at just how prophetic Shannan had been in her description of
the passing of the peace. It was pretty much like she had said it would
be and, indeed, it felt very phony. One person bothered to speak to us
and acknowledge our presence. It felt more like a morgue than a church.
When the service was over, no one spoke to us and we went on our
merry way as if we had not even been to church. As we were driving
home, | asked her what she thought and she said, “Well, let me put it this
way, dad. You have a sermon to preach. Tell the people that there are
plenty of young people who are looking for a church home. There just are

(Continued on page 12)



UMW NEWS

It was a very busy month of October for our United

Methodist Women at Sparta UMC. We began the

month with our first Festival of Tables—What a fun
time we had! A BIG thank you goes to our table committee members; Theresa
March, Gloria Graham, Connie Edwards, and Jo Burch, for their work on this
project. These ladies made this first event a great success! Our tables spon-
sors and our UMM were greatly appreciated for their hard work as well. A
thank you goes to our congregation for supporting this project with items for the
silent auction and attending that day. We are already talking about next year.
If you missed this year, check out the pictures on the UMW bulletin board. We
had a profit of $1500.00 for the Alleghany Ministerium and our new UMW schol-
arship fund. With additional money added from the night circle we have begun
our scholarship fund with $1000.00 and hope to add more to it from other pro-
jects. If you would like to make a donation to help out on this project just mark
your checks for the “scholarship fund”.

Our Hands on Missions day is being put together as | write this informa-
tion. Thus far the response has been good. We have a number of mission pro-
jects to work on- something for everyone. Many have expressed interest in our
“Prayer Shawl Ministry”. There is a separate article on this elsewhere in the
newsletter (page 5). | hope, if you are interested, you will contact Mintie
Saintsing and participate. Remember you don’t have to be a member of UMW
to participate in our mission projects. We will be placing the results of our day
on display for the congregation to view on October 25"

On November 10, we will welcome Dr. Charles Rudy, as our speaker
for the evening circle. He will speak at 7:00 P.M. to the group on “Preventing
Suicide”. Everyone is invited to come out and attend this informative talk. Later
at this meeting we will discuss a change of format and meeting times for the
circles in the coming year. We have a proposal to combine the day and eve-
ning groups into one and meet an earlier time of day. Please plan to attend to
make your ideas and thoughts on this known so we can come to consensus.
Following this, we will have our annual cookie swap, so bring along a couple of
dozen of your favorite cookies and a recipe to share with others. Remember
our December meeting is our Christmas gathering at the home of Faye Reeves.
More will be in the next newsletter on this, but it is just around the corner!

Training for new officers and circle leaders will be held on Saturday,
November 6" at Millers Creek UMC in Wilkesboro. If you would like to attend,
please call Margaret Connor at 657-8811 and we will plan to car pool together.
Sparta was recognized at the District Meeting in September for their work on
school bags and the reading program. Remember to get your reading logs up-
dated and turned in to Connie Amburn this month for recognition on all the
reading you are doing!

(continued from page 2)

not many churches that are looking for new members.” She is right you
know. Everyone is looking to be loved in the way that God loves us.
How else will people know the love of God if that love does not come
from God'’s people? Everyone that enters the doors of our church
need to be considered as someone who is looking for a church home
in which the love of God dwells. | know we have seasonal visitors that
we may not ever see again, but they too are looking to experience the
love of God.

| am a very blessed man to be able to serve the Sparta UMC
for your love is real and it is Christ-like. | am often getting notes and e-
mails from visitors expressing this very thing. This is why we are taking
in new members. The love of God dwells among us and, as long as
this is so, we will be standing on holy ground and we will continue to
experience the blessings of God. Remember, “by this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” One
final word that came to me from one of our newest members, Gene
Jones; “Its one thing to do it because you have to. Its quite another
thing to do it because you want to.” That is the difference my friends
and | want to thank you. Pray that Shannan and Jarid will find a
church home that is filled with the love of God. It will make all the dif-
ference in the world in their young married lives.

Peace and grace!

Thanksgiving is nothing if not a glad
and reverent lifting of the heart to God
in honor and praise for His goodness.

~Robert Casper Lintner




In 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul writes, Therefore encourage one another and
build each other up...Encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with
everyone." God has called us all to build up and encourage one an-
other. For those who are experiencing a really difficult time, our Stephen
Ministers can care, and give the support they need until they are past the
crisis.

Because Stephen Ministers are always matched by gender--men with men
and women with women--we have trained, compassionate male Stephen
Ministers available who want to use their skills to help a man in need. Those
receiving care are currently all women. We also have other women Stephen
Ministers available.

WHAT KIND OF MAN WOULD RECEIVE THE CARE OF A STEPHEN MIN-
ISTER?

* A man like Adam who was cut off from all that gave meaning to life and
needed someone to remind him of God's promise.

* A man like Noah who witnessed the destruction of everything around him
and needed someone to wait with him for a new day.

* A man like Abraham who had to leave everything he knew and loved
behind him and needed someone to journey with him to a new life.

* A man like Moses who faced great opposition and needed a Companion
to support and speak on his behalf.

* A man like David who grieved the death of a wayward child and needed
a shepherd's care.

* A man like Elijah who thought he was all alone and needed a still small
voice to encourage him.

* A man like Job who lost everything and needed someone to silently en-
dure his pain with him.

* A man like Paul who knew the unending distress of a thorn in the flesh
and needed someone to rejoice when he rejoiced and to weep when he
wept.

* A man like JESUS who knew intense disappointment, sorrow, grief, re-
jection, and loneliness and needed an angel of God to minister to him.

* A man like YOU!

If you would like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care for
you, please see or call Pastor Bob-372-4441 or Delta Peterson- 372-5838.
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1 UMM News ¥t

The Sparta United Methodist Men have been working hard on various
projects that have benefited many people in our community. During the
Sunday, October 17, 2010 monthly meeting, President Larry Prince gave a
summary of the men’s work in the Inasmuch community work campaign on
Saturday, the 16th. Different members worked in several areas with a con-
centration at the wood shed. Thanks to Wayne Miles a plentiful supply of
logs enabled the men to cut and split many loads of wood to fill the shed.
Everyone took delight in seeing our minister, Bob Miller, use the chain saw
the men bought for him this month.

On the 16th the Back Pack Program, created to feed targeted children
when school is out, was strongly supported when 6 meals were packed into
all 54 back packs. Hungry Alleghany children will now be able to take nutri-
tional food home when they are not in school.

A report was given on the men'’s participation in the Elk Shoals Camp
Classic Golf Tournament fundraiser. Strong support by men from our club
has enabled improvements to be completed on making the camp more us-
able by a greater number of people.

President Prince reminded everyone to advertise to deer hunters the
importance of giving deer to Alleghany Cares for processing. Individuals,
like Welder Hamm, volunteer their time to process the deer so nourishing
meat can be made available to those that need the food.

A final report on the Heritage Festival was reviewed to make sure the
best use is made of any leftovers. Larry Prince praised everyone for the
hard work done to make the Festival a success.

Ed Adams, honored Boy Scout leader, was introduced for the morning’s
program. Mr. Adams presented an entertaining program on his experiences
at the recent national Scout Jamboree held at Fort AP Hill just outside of
Washington, D. C. Over 43,000 scouts and scout leaders were involved in
an amazing number of activities over the two week or so Jamboree. He
concluded with the announcement that the Jamboree in 2013 is planned to
be at a new site on the New River Gorge in West Virginia. The historic
move was made possible by the Bechtel family giving the Boy Scouts
10,600 acres next to the Canyon River Visitor Center and park.

Everyone is invited to come to the next meeting on Sunday, November
21 at 8 am, for a delicious breakfast, fellowship and an enriching morning
before the early church service starts. Men, bring your family and avoid
making two trips to get everyone to Sunday events at Sparta United Meth-
odist Church.




Holiday Dinner:

Yes, it is time again for the Community Holiday Din  ner,
Saturday Nov 20, 2010, 5:00 — 7:30 pm

Everyone is invited. Bring Family, Friends and Neig  hbors
This is the meal that is the traditional holiday meal with tur-
key, ham, corn, green beans, sweet potato casserole, stuff-
ing, biscuits, gravy, cranberry sauce, cranberry salad, pump-
kin pies, desserts, coffee, and tea. We are hoping for attendance and assis-
tance from all in the church family. A list of volunteer items to provide and
work time for preparation, serving and clean up will be requested to be filled
out during the first part of November. Please participate!

Kitchen Stuff : When preparing meals in the kitchen it has been noticed
that some items have been borrowed/used. Please return any items being
used, as they are almost all needed for the larger meals during the holidays.

4™ Quarter Mission Planning Session _: On Sunday, November
7th, there will be a covered dish luncheon with completion by 2:00. This is for
time to plan, eat, and visit. This Planning Session is open to the entire church
as everyone interested is a part of Missions. (We do have a committee but
that is only for if a vote is needed on something between Planning Sessions.
This has only been needed two times.)

PRAYER SHAWLS

Prayer shawls have been around for centuries, but was introduced in
the US about 1998. Two seminary graduates in Hartford, CT started an out-
reach program making prayer shawls. Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo used
their love for knitting and crocheting to reach out to others in need of comfort
and healing. As a shawl is begun, the maker prays for the unknown receiver.
Throughout the making, prayers are lifted up, for God’s peace to be felt when
the shawl surrounds the one to whom it will cover. Once completed, each
shawl is blessed.

When the world seems cold and uncaring, a prayer shawl can bring
warmth, comfort, and hope to its receiver. A prayer shawl is a visible sign of
God’s love. Some recipients continue the kindness by passing it on to some-
one else when they no longer need the shawl.

The United Methodist Women have begun a prayer shawl ministry for
our church. Prayer shawls made will remain in our church community for peo-
ple undergoing times of stress, during bereavement, severe ilinesses, etc.

Shawls may be crocheted, knitted, quilted, or sewn. If you would like
to make a prayer shawl, contact either Mintie Saintsing at 372-5399 or Mar-
garet Connor at 657-8811 for information. If you would like to contribute yarn
or money for the cause, your donations are welcome so that this ministry may
continue.
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Methodists In The News!

David Cox met with Senator Kay Hagan at her Washington office
presenting a letter he wrote regarding the oil spill, completing his
Citizenship in the Nation Merit Badge.

Molly Andrews, No. 5 seeded Lady Trojan, was the lone winner in
the match against Starmount.

Duane Davis, a former Piney Creek principal, joined the school’s
100 years celebration. Richard Doughton was one of the speakers at
the celebration.

Susan Reinhardt, Alleghany Democrats Chairman, attended the
fund-raiser hosted by Robert and Glenna Gambill.

Alleghany High School Honor Roll: Molly Andrews, Emily Fry, Katy
Kilmartin, and Brad Wishon.

Connie and Jim Amburn, Hospice volunteers, helped put together
the new Hospice cookbook.

Marion Adams and Eula Raye Cook were among our locals to go to
the North Caroline Senior State Games in Raleigh.

David Carpenter, Director of Solid Rock Food Closet thanks all indi-
viduals, churches, and organizations for wonderful donations and
support of the food closet.

Larry Cox, John Goudreau, and Tom Smith are running for Al-
leghany County Commissioner. Johnny Wishon is running for Board
of Education.

- Linda Smith, historian

¢

Sparta Historical Walking Tour
Sparta UMC has been included (as #6) in the new Sparta His-
@ torical Walking Tour brochure that was recently published. The
brochure states “Sparta United Methodist Church: Organized
in 1889 on the site of a Parsonage and called Methodist
Church South. In 1922, a new brick Gentry Memorial Chapel
was finished on his site. Name was changed in 1938 to Sparta

Methodist Church. After burning in 1942, this church was rebuilt.” A copy of
the brochure is posted on the calendar bulletin board for your viewing.
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Solid Rock Food Closet

Open Monday through Thursday
11 am—2 pm

BACKPACK PROGRAM REPORT —This school
year we are preparing 130 backpacks each week for
distribution to the elementary schools as follows:

Sparta 70
Glade Valley 30
Piney Creek 30

Last school year we prepared a total of 4,495 backpacks for the
three schools (8990 meals).

The Alleghany County Ministerium furnished food to children for the
week of October 11-15, during school intercession. Each child re-
ceived enough food for 6 meals. As of October 14th, 54 children
were served, receiving 324 meals.

For | was hungry and you gave me sdmethitigrsdyeamd you
gave me something to drink, | was a stnavited aredigp
(Matthew 25:35)

The Food Closet needs chicken and beef stew in Nove  mber.

2010 Holiday Closures:

01/01/10 New Years Day 09/06/10 Labor Day

01/18/10  Martin Luther King Day  11/25/10 Thanksgiving Day
02/15/10  President’s Day 11/26/10 Friday after Thanksgiving
05/31/10  Memorial Day 12/25/10- Christmas Week

Weather closings are announced on WCOK radio and WXII TV.
Please call 372-6560 with any questions
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Evan Isner—November 2 Mary Setzer—November 14
Dillon Starbird—November 2 Holly Farr—November 18
Anna Kilmartin—November 3 Guy Ballard—November 19
Pam Dalton—November 4 Evan Cox—November 20
Harry Snyder—November 4 Linda Dehart—November 20
Larry Setzer—November 5 John Goudreau—November 20
Fuzzy McKnight—November 7 David Lambert—November 22
Betsy Bailey—November 9 Beverly Pruitt—November 23
Mike Graham—November 9 Charlotte Gascho—November 24
Kristen Vroom—November 11 Ashley Vroom—November 27 W
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 J Zach & Ashley Fisher —November 4  J
L Daniel & Ellen Lohr—November 11 v
V Marci & Lance Hart—November 16 v
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We\G"me Our Newest Memher

Gene Jones, Jr. joined our congregation by transfer of membership on
October 17th. Gene attends the 11:00 service and sings in the choir.
Please take the time to seek him out and introduce yourself.

NEW ADDRESS: Scott Walker
1 Rockpoint Road
Burlington, Vermont 05408

(scottw@rockpoint.org)




Ongoing Monthly Ministries Location
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