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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
           Now during those days, when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists complained 
against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the 
twelve called together the whole community of disci-
ples and said, ‘ it is not right that we should neglect the 
word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, 
friends, select from among yourselves seven men of 
good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 
while we,  for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 
word. What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Par-
menas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. (Acts 6:1-5)
            As the church grew in those early days immediately following Pentecost one of 
the first things that the church came to discover was that there were more needs to 
be met and more jobs to be filled than there were volunteers to fill these positions 
and to meet these needs. One of the church’s high priorities was the taking care of 
widows and orphans. These disciples rather quickly realized that they would not be 
able to do all the ministry that the church had before her so they called for this first 
set of volunteers to take responsibility for the program of feeding the widows in their 
fellowship.  This need was met and the church continued to grow and a major part of 
the church’s growth was because the volunteers continue to step forward to meet the 

growing needs of the congregation. This is a matter that is of vital importance in the life of any church and in 
the life of each and every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the coming days you will be receiving some infor-
mation which will provide each of us a listing of all the different jobs/ministries that goes on in the life of our 
church. I ask that you carefully and prayerfully read over this material to see what might be available that inter-
ests you as a servant of Jesus. If you will give this prayerful consideration and then follow the instructions that 
will come with this packet I would be most appreciative and you will be blessed as you grow in grace.   
            Let me close with sharing a little story that comes from Emerson Colaw who was doing some work with 
his church’s nonresident membership list. He wrote a letter to one family that had been very active in his 
church.  A letter came back saying, ‘Mr. Colaw, we now live near a university campus and we go every Sun-
day to the chapel service there. They have unusually fine music ... They have nationally known preachers 
every Sunday morning.’  And she added a note that he didn’t think necessary.  ‘We had never heard such 
preaching as that before.  The children are being taught in church school by seminary students.’  And then 
she ended, ‘but the best of all there is no membership, no pledging, and no women’s society asking me to 
work.  So if you don’t mind, we will just leave our membership at Hyde Park and continue to enjoy what we 
have here.’ 
            No involvement, no bother.  No crosses.  Notions that are far removed from the Biblical understanding 
of the church. How could one possibly grow in grace? The church is committed to each of her members and I 
would hope that each of her members would want to be committed to the church just as I am sure that each 
and every one of you are committed. What we are hoping to do is offer you a complete list of opportunities that 
you may give expression to your commitment. I would not want anyone to go down the list and pick something 
that you have no interest or passion in doing. What I and others would hope for is you might see something 
there that maybe you didn’t even know existed and then be able to say that here is something that you would 
like to do, enjoy doing and something you feel that you have been gifted to do.   
            Thank you and may God continue to richly bless you.  
Pastor Bob 
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 Soon we will begin to see Christmas merchandise appearing 
in the stores. Ads will exhort us to shop early and buy more.  As you 
think about how you will prepare for Christmas this year, please 
consider accepting a different sort of invitation.
 This invitation is to participate in a four-week small group 
practice in anticipation of Advent that will use The Breath Prayer, A 
Simple Way to Pray. 
 Preparing for the Christ means that we recognize that God is 
present to us, and we are in God's presence, in every act of our lives. 
Becoming aware of God's Presence is spiritual growth, and living as 
attentively as possible in that reality is what the spiritual life is all 
about.
 Finding and practicing your unique breath prayer will help you feel God's Presence not just 
in extraordinary occurrences, but in the ordinariness of everyday life. 
 Accepting this invitation into a simple but individualized prayer journey will involve partici-
pation in five weekly group sessions and individual daily exercises for twenty-four days. Pastor Bob 
will lead the weekly sessions. Those participating will use The Breath of Life Workbook from Upper 
Room Books.
 Group sessions will last from forty-five minutes to an hour and a half. Daily exercises are 
short, but do lend themselves to some time of reflection. Participants are asked to commit them-
selves to doing the readings and reflections, attending the group sessions (understanding, of 
course, that circumstances sometimes make that impossible), and using their Breath Prayer. 
 The program will begin with the first group meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 10:30 am 
with an introduction to the program. Sessions two through five will continue on Wednesdays at 
10:30 am with the closing session on Dec. 18. This time was selected to complement the schedule of 
services that are held on Wednesdays at noon during Advent. Please contact Pastor Bob or Pratt 
Davis (657-3312) for more information. You can contact one of them or call the church office to 
sign up for the program by Oct. 31. 

Nurture News 
Many of our members have been busy nurturing those 
who have needs or ask for help. We prepared and 
served three funeral meals so far this year.  We en-
deavor to help each other through illness, surgeries or 
emergencies. Sometimes a friend or Sunday school 
member serves as the nurturer. Perhaps the ‘Nurture 
Committee’ is like the hub of the wheel. All the remain-
ing parts would be the other church members. My fa-
vorite motto is, ‘God divided man into people so that 
they might help one another.’
God bless you all for caring,
Mary Setzer 
Committee Chairman 

The Spirit of 
God has made 
me, and the 
breath of the 
Almighty gives 
me life. 

Job 33:4 
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  Sparta United Methodist Women has just finished a whirlwind three weeks of activities.  Margaret 
Connor and Beverlee Scott attended the Appalachian District Annual meeting on September 22nd at 
First Taylorsville UMC. The Sparta unit received Recognition Certificates for 2012 in Membership, Sil-
ver Level Charter Club Member, Mission Studies, Mission Today, and 5 Channels of Giving.  In addi-
tion, 8 members received Certificates of Recognition for the Reading Program. The UMW conducted 
the Sunday worship service on September 29th with guest Rev. Marietta Smith presenting the sermon.
Thank you to all the ladies who helped with the service and sang in the choir and made soup and sand-
wiches for lunch afterwards. On October 3rd, the UMW prepared a dinner for the annual Farm Bureau 
meeting.  Thanks to all the ladies who helped prepare, serve and clean up for the dinner. Everyone 
should ask Margaret Connor for her secret recipe for the fantastic mashed potatoes. 

  Our biggest fundraiser, the Festival of Tables, was very successful. Rev. Nancy Walton was the guest 
speaker and she concluded the message with everyone making a ‘Stone Soup.’  Thank you to everyone 
who donated items for the Silent Auction, decorated a table, or bought a ticket. Thank you to Pastor 
Bob and the Methodist Men for helping to serve the food. We raised just over $2,750 and the proceeds 
will go to our local mission work, the Alleghany Ministerium and the UMW Scholarship. We are al-
ready making plans for the 5th Annual Festival of Tables to be bigger and better in 2014. 

  All UMW members are urged to attend the November 13th meeting. The program for the World Thank 
Offering will be presented by Pratt Davis and Mintie Saintsing. In addition, we will have a holiday 
cookie swap. Please bring a couple dozen cookies to share and swap. More importantly, we will vote at 
the meeting to spend down our treasury and give to our local missions and scholarship. 

  We will need some extra hands for the next Sewing Circle meeting on Monday, November 4th at 10AM 
in the Fellowship Hall. We will be assembling holiday baskets for shut-ins that will contain toiletry 
items, candies and fresh fruits.  A card is included in each basket and then wrapped in brightly colored 
cellophane and a bow. We plan to make about a dozen baskets, so we need your 
help with this project.  We will also be making ‘Little Dresses’ and school bags. 
The Sewing Circle recently supplied 50 school bags for the Conference Leader-
ship Training hands-on project. 

  As always, we invite every woman in the church to attend the meeting on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7PM and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love 
in Action. 

Submitted by: Beverlee Scott, President 

United Methodist Women 

  Our fundraiser outerwear is in! Thank you to all who bought and contributed to our mission of helping
others in our community. We raised $117  and will be giving all of this to our community. We are cur-
rently working on building our relationships with one another as well as deepening our faith through 
Bible study. Connie Ashburn from  the UMW presented the youth with 2 books to encourage our faith 
development. She joined our  meeting and blessed us with  her love of books. Thank you so much! 
  I want to share an experience with you all about our youth . This past Friday was Homecoming for the 
High School, and one of your youth was nominated by her peers for Homecoming Queen. We all talked 
about  this at our youth meeting the week before and this particular youth was very humble about  the 
whole thing.  When I got to the football game I was greeted by two youth and their friend. I watched 
each youth speak to one another at some point of the night and have a great time. If I wasn't proud then, 
I was when half time came. One of our youth  was on the field helping with the ceremony by moving the 
beautiful archway to the field. Two others were there to cheer on friends. And one was in the stands with 
her parents. 
  I sat there with my two children and just felt overwhelmed with blessings. The youth in out church 
teach me so much all the time! I am encouraged with the friendships they are creating with one another, 
the love that they share, and the support that they give! If you have a chance, please come be a part of 
this wonderful ministry! 
Blessings Talina Pipes 

Sparta UMYF News 
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 With Halloween season here, I am reminded of parties at our Sparta United 
Methodist Church for children. These are memories of over 70 years ago! Our children’s 
parties for Halloween would be in the afternoon after school. We would all gather in one 
of the classrooms of the 1922 church.  Our Sunday school teachers would have fun 
games for us. Dunking for apples in a big wash tub of water stands out first. Being blind 
folded with spooky sounds in the background and spooky stories being told as we 
touched things like liver to illustrate the story telling is another memory. Locally made cider was al-
ways our drink for refreshments. Many cider mills were hauled out of storage and cleaned up during 
the Halloween season.  Wonderful homemade molasses popcorn balls were also part of the refresh-
ments. We used our own clothes to make Halloween costumes, as no Halloween costumes were for 
sale in stores in the 1930’s and 40’s. 
 I do not have any early memories of special events for children during the Thanks-
giving season. I do have great memory of our children enjoying a wonderful Thanksgiving 
tradition in our Sparta United Methodist Church for several years now. Melinda Smith 
Boyer shared the pumpkin pie gifts for shut-ins in the 1990’s. Melinda and her helpers are 
to be praised for this rewarding outreach ministry in Sparta UMC. 
 Now Christmas memories are boundless. Some highlights I will share begin with Christmas 
caroling around town. As children we walked all around town to our church members and shut-ins. 

Later years our area of caroling grew, so transportation was needed. Our annual Christmas 
program would always be on a Sunday night. Some years we had a Christmas play and other 
years we had Christmas reading by classes with singing carols in-between. One four-year-old 
said this poem: 
 ‘I'm so glad that Christmas is here. The very best day of all the year.’ 
One year I read (with much practice), “The Night Before Christmas.” After the plays or read-
ings were over, Santa always made an exciting appearance by the big Christmas tree and 
passed out treats to all the good boys and girls. Santa, (Mr. Emerson Black), said to me, 
‘What were you saying about my belly?’ I was so embarrassed. Mr. Robert Allison was also a 
wonderful Santa (Marion Adams’ father). Every child in our congregation learned to know 
that the manger scene with Baby Jesus was the real reason for our Christmas celebration. 
 Spring time always brought egg hunts for Easter. Seems we always got to have our egg 
hunts outside. This brings to mind the very first Sparta United Methodist Church that stood 
near the site of our Activity Building. This white frame church was replaced with the 1922 
brick church that burned in 1945. Back to the white frame church– My sister, Ima, was born 
in 1915 and grew up attending this church. She shared wonderful stories of Easter egg hunts 
in the lawn of our first church. When I arranged with our Sparta artist, 
Vivian Johnson Bollin, to paint our churches to hang in our present church 
narthex, Vivian painted Ima and her lifetime girlfriend, Annie Marie Choate 
Noland , as little girls hunting Easter eggs in her springtime painting of the 
little white frame church. Vivian Bollin was my neighbor. One day she came 
to my door, bringing me an awesome surprise.  She had painted, matted and 
framed our beloved 1922 church in a beautiful snow scene. Even smoke 

coming out of the chimney! I appreciated her gift so deeply. Immediately I asked her 
to paint both the first little white frame church and our present  church. I wanted to 
present all three paintings to be hung in our narthex. So the three churches with their winter, spring 
and autumn scenes were placed in our narthex.
 Then in 1997 our new church took on a new look after renovations. So this time our 
Bible Sunday School class sponsored the fourth painting, a summer scene of our present 
church. We chose Sparta artist, Chris Davis, to paint this fourth painting. We told Chris to 
not make the painting too large! Yet another renovation could make a fifth 
painting to join the others!
To be continued…

C O M M U N I O N  
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 We observe Communion because the Lord told us to. We are to obey His commands: 
And when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
1 Corinthians 11:24 NIV
 Unlike baptism, which is a one time event, commun-
ion is a practice that is meant to be observed over and over 

though the life of a Christian. It is a holy time of worship when we corpo-
rately come together as one body to remember and celebrate what Christ did for us.* 
 In order for us to obey this commandment, there are people who give of their time to make 
sure everything is in place for us. We need to thank Susan and Bailey Nilo for purchasing our com-
munion supplies each month and getting the trays and cups ready.  Sandy and Wayne Lovett fill the 
juice cups and set up the alter table for the 9:00 am service. Martha and Tommy Thompson and Alex 
and Austin Hernandez prepare the trays and set up the alter table for the 11:00 am service. Connie 
Edwards, with assistance from Alex and Austin, cleans up after the 11:00 am service, thank you for 
your servant’s heart.  
 As the new church year approaches, please prayerfully consider volunteering your time to the 
Lord by helping serve at the Communion Table. We need one person to assist Pastor Bob at the 9:00 
am service, and two people to assist him at the 11:00am service. If there are enough volunteers, we 
may only need your assistance once this year. There is a clipboard hanging beside the calendar 
across from the church office where you can sign up. This area of service is one of the most humbling 
you will ever experience. Perhaps there is a month that has a special significance to you, might we 
encourage you to serve? 
In His Name, 
 Fran and Ken Lewis 
* By Mary Fairchild, About.com Guide

Change of Address 

Bob and Karen Miller Phone Number 

276-579-2280

Address

2063 Fox Ridge Rd 

  Mouth of Wilson,  

VA  24363 

"The
youth
group is 
great
and I 
love

coming every week.  We 
all have so 
much fun." 
~ Anna
Kilmartin

Our cell phones are still the same. 

Bob @ 336-572-2994 

Karen @ 336-572-2993 
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BIRTHDAYS

Evan Isner-Nov. 2  Anna Kilmartin-Nov.3   Pam Dalton-Nov.4 
Harry Snyder-Nov. 4         Larry Setzer-Nov. 5           Judi Beasley-Nov.6 
Fuzzy McKnight-Nov. 7     Mike Graham-Nov.9        Mary Setzer-Nov. 14 
Braydon Atwood-Nov. 15     Maria Wilborn-Nov. 15     Holly Farr-Nov. 18 
Jerrie Howell-Nov. 18     Evan Cox-Nov.  20        Linda DeHart-Nov. 20  
Hazel Foster-Nov. 20      Fran Lewis-Nov. 21        David Lambert-Nov. 22 
  Beverly Pruitt-Nov. 23  Charlotte Gascho-Nov. 24 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Marci and Lance Hart-Nov. 16  Ken and Fran Lewis-Nov. 16 

Jerrie and Keith Howell-Nov. 19  Tommy and Martha Thompson-Nov. 22  

BRCS Pre School: 

Be on the look out!  

Art sale fund raiser 

coming soon! 
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Needed Each Month
to Meet Budget 

$17,640

Worship Services $18,082

Total Needed 
 Year to Date 

$158,760

Total Collected 
 Year to Date 

$145,992

Under for the Year -$12,768

September 2013 

Sunday School 76

Worship Services 153

Monthly Offering 

Average Monthly Attendance 

 FINANCE  
REPORT  

God Is Like… 
God is like Coke- 
 He’s the real thing. 
God is like Pan Am- 
 He makes the going great. 
God is like Bayer Aspirin- 
 He works wonders. 
God is like Hallmark Cards- 
 He cares enough to send the 
 best. 
God is like Tide- 
 He gets the stains out that 
 others leave behind. 
God is like VO5 Hairspray- 
 He holds though all kinds 
 of weather. 
God is like Dial Soap- 
 Aren't you glad to know 
 him? Don’t you wish every
 one did? 
God is like Sears- 
 He has everything. 
God is like Alka-Seltzer- 
 Try Him, you'll like Him. 
God is like Scotch Tape- 
 You can’t see him but you 
 know He’s there. 

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes

November 18-25 
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  As always, we invite every woman in the church to attend the meeting on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7PM and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love 
in Action. 

Submitted by: Beverlee Scott, President 

United Methodist Women 

  Our fundraiser outerwear is in! Thank you to all who bought and contributed to our mission of helping
others in our community. We raised $117  and will be giving all of this to our community. We are cur-
rently working on building our relationships with one another as well as deepening our faith through 
Bible study. Connie Ashburn from  the UMW presented the youth with 2 books to encourage our faith 
development. She joined our  meeting and blessed us with  her love of books. Thank you so much! 
  I want to share an experience with you all about our youth . This past Friday was Homecoming for the 
High School, and one of your youth was nominated by her peers for Homecoming Queen. We all talked 
about  this at our youth meeting the week before and this particular youth was very humble about  the 
whole thing.  When I got to the football game I was greeted by two youth and their friend. I watched 
each youth speak to one another at some point of the night and have a great time. If I wasn't proud then, 
I was when half time came. One of our youth  was on the field helping with the ceremony by moving the 
beautiful archway to the field. Two others were there to cheer on friends. And one was in the stands with 
her parents. 
  I sat there with my two children and just felt overwhelmed with blessings. The youth in out church 
teach me so much all the time! I am encouraged with the friendships they are creating with one another, 
the love that they share, and the support that they give! If you have a chance, please come be a part of 
this wonderful ministry! 
Blessings Talina Pipes 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
           Now during those days, when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists complained 
against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the 
twelve called together the whole community of disci-
ples and said, ‘ it is not right that we should neglect the 
word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, 
friends, select from among yourselves seven men of 
good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 
while we,  for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 
word. What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Par-
menas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. (Acts 6:1-5)
            As the church grew in those early days immediately following Pentecost one of 
the first things that the church came to discover was that there were more needs to 
be met and more jobs to be filled than there were volunteers to fill these positions 
and to meet these needs. One of the church’s high priorities was the taking care of 
widows and orphans. These disciples rather quickly realized that they would not be 
able to do all the ministry that the church had before her so they called for this first 
set of volunteers to take responsibility for the program of feeding the widows in their 
fellowship.  This need was met and the church continued to grow and a major part of 
the church’s growth was because the volunteers continue to step forward to meet the 

growing needs of the congregation. This is a matter that is of vital importance in the life of any church and in 
the life of each and every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the coming days you will be receiving some infor-
mation which will provide each of us a listing of all the different jobs/ministries that goes on in the life of our 
church. I ask that you carefully and prayerfully read over this material to see what might be available that inter-
ests you as a servant of Jesus. If you will give this prayerful consideration and then follow the instructions that 
will come with this packet I would be most appreciative and you will be blessed as you grow in grace.   
            Let me close with sharing a little story that comes from Emerson Colaw who was doing some work with 
his church’s nonresident membership list. He wrote a letter to one family that had been very active in his 
church.  A letter came back saying, ‘Mr. Colaw, we now live near a university campus and we go every Sun-
day to the chapel service there. They have unusually fine music ... They have nationally known preachers 
every Sunday morning.’  And she added a note that he didn’t think necessary.  ‘We had never heard such 
preaching as that before.  The children are being taught in church school by seminary students.’  And then 
she ended, ‘but the best of all there is no membership, no pledging, and no women’s society asking me to 
work.  So if you don’t mind, we will just leave our membership at Hyde Park and continue to enjoy what we 
have here.’ 
            No involvement, no bother.  No crosses.  Notions that are far removed from the Biblical understanding 
of the church. How could one possibly grow in grace? The church is committed to each of her members and I 
would hope that each of her members would want to be committed to the church just as I am sure that each 
and every one of you are committed. What we are hoping to do is offer you a complete list of opportunities that 
you may give expression to your commitment. I would not want anyone to go down the list and pick something 
that you have no interest or passion in doing. What I and others would hope for is you might see something 
there that maybe you didn’t even know existed and then be able to say that here is something that you would 
like to do, enjoy doing and something you feel that you have been gifted to do.   
            Thank you and may God continue to richly bless you.  
Pastor Bob 
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