
  

OCTOBER 2016 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mondays 1:00pm   Prayer Group 

Mondays 2:45pm  FUSION After School 

Wednesdays 10:00am Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays 12:00pm Lunch with the Pastor 

Wednesdays  5:30pm  ROCK 

Wednesdays  6:30pm  FUSION 

Thursdays 2:45pm  FUSION After School 

October 1 10:30  Festival of Tables 

October  3 10:00am Sharon Sewing Circle 

October 10 6:00pm  Charge Conference 

October 12 6:30pm  UMW   

October 16 8:00am  UMM 

October 30 10:00am Coming Together Service 

Annual Charge Conference 

Monday, October 10  @  6pm 

An important event in the life of our church is our An-

nual Charge Conference.  It is a review of the past 

year, current happenings, goals for the coming year 

and election of our church leaders for 2017. 

Please come and be a part of our Annual Charge Con-

ference. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Fifth Sunday 

Coming Together Service 

 

October 30
th

  

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

 

Worship will be led by the United Methodist Women  

with 

Reverend Jacqueline Tookey preaching 

 

 

We will also be celebrating 

All Saints Day 

and 

UMW Special Mission Recognition Awards 

 

I had one of those moments 

in ministry today that com-

pletely caught me off guard 

and left me standing in awe 

of God. There is a man in 

our community that I have 

been talking to about Jesus 

for around 5 years. We have 

had many long discussions 

where he has argued his be-

liefs to me as I listened and 

waited for moments to inter-

ject a few points about God's 

truth. 

Things had gotten a little 

heated lately. He was grow-

ing more intense in trying to 

convert me to his version of 

faith. I kept listening, kept 

being present because I 

knew that literally no one 

else ever gives this guy the 

time of day, no one else real-

ly cares about him (which he 

tells me often). To tell you 

the truth, last Tuesday I was 

ready to give up. We had a 

long, and at points hurtful, 

conversation that lasted sev-

eral hours in my office. I 

didn't feel like we were get-

ting anywhere and I had lots 

of other ministry tasks to do. 

Today, out of the blue, I get 

a call from the guy and he 

his sobbing on the 

phone.  He was calling to tell 

me that he realized that I had 

been right. That he was read-

ing the Bible and a couple of 

verses hit him like a ton of 

bricks and he all of the sud-

den realized that God was 

loving, gracious, and very, 

very real. 

There were tears on both 

ends of that phone conversa-

tion. 

Friends, the Holy Spirit did 

the work. The Holy Spirit 

opened his eyes. But I be-

lieve that five years of pa-

tient listening and prayer 

softened his heart just 

enough that he could hear 

the voice of God. My point 

is this, don't get weary of 

doing good. We all have 

people in our lives that seem 

impossible. Keep loving 

them. Keep listening. Keep 

being there. Keep praying 

that the Holy Spirit will do a 

mighty work in ways you 

can not imagine! 

Let’s Not Get Weary Doing Good 

By Ben Gatton 
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Divine  

Intervention 
            By Pratt Davis 
 

While watching news reports about 

recent bombings in the Chelsea neigh-

borhood of NYC and several shootings 

and accidents, I heard a police official 

say that the survival of one of the po-

licemen was due to Divine Interven-

tion.  I was preparing dinner at the time 

and didn’t get the details of which sto-

ry, or what happened.  Still, I felt quite 

affronted by that statement.  Divine 

Intervention indeed!   

 

It is not that I don’t believe in the Di-

vine, rather it is that the word Interven-

tion conjures up a picture for me of a 

figure somewhere above who steps into 

the world to interfere with natural law.  

So how do we explain the events that 

seem miraculous to us when someone 

is rescued from disaster?  I think these 

and other miraculous events are not due 

to Intervention that interrupts and 

changes the pattern of events; rather, 

they are due to the way the physical 

universe is constructed.  There is far 

more about the physical world than 

meets the eye.  Intervention is way too 

limiting a word to describe how the 

Divine works in the world. 

 

An article on NASA’s website about 

astrophysics says, “It turns out that 

roughly 68% of the universe is dark 

energy. Dark matter makes up about 

27%. The rest - everything on Earth, 

everything ever observed with all of 

our instruments, all normal matter - 

adds up to less than 5% of the universe.  

More is unknown than is known. We 

know how much dark energy there is 

because we know how it affects the 

universe's expansion. Other than that, it 

is a complete mystery.” So while I 

don’t believe that God breaks God’s 

natural laws, I do believe that the laws 

of nature contain way Amore possibili-

ties than we can conceive.  Quantum 

Physics just confirms that there are 

weird things going on with matter and 

energy.  The catch to all these weird 

happenings is that they are not ours to 

command.  A truly strange event such 

as the news story’s report of Divine 

Intervention may occur; but no matter 

how hard I try, I will not be able to 

cause such an event.  While I cannot 

cause such activity to happen, I may be 

able to catch the Divine in the act of 

behaving in strange ways if I pay mind-

ful attention.  We are all familiar with 

what we call coincidence.  Often coin-

cidences have meaning for us. Such 

meaningful coincidences are called 

Synchronicities in the dream study that 

I do.  Nighttime dreams are great plac-

es to learn about Synchronicity. 

 

Carl Jung, the Einstein of modern Psy-

chology, observed that his patients’ 

dreams (and his own dreams) frequent-

ly contained an image that turned up in 

the waking world shortly after the 

dream.  These are not images that are 

seen before the dream, they are seen 

after it occurs.  Jung records one dra-

matic occurrence of such an image.  He 

is listening to a patient describe a 

dream that involved a scarab beetle 

with peculiar markings.  As the patient 

concluded telling the dream, something 

hit the window screen.  Jung opened 

the screen and reached outside.  “Is this 

your beetle, madam?” he asked as he 

showed the unusual scarab beetle to the 

patient.  All of us who study our 

dreams have had some experience of 

the occurrence of something in the ma-

terial world repeating an image in a 

dream.   

 

In his book, At the Heart of Matter: 

Synchronicity and Jung’s Spiritual Tes-

tament, Gary Sparks describes an expe-

rience of one of his patients in analysis.  

The patient who was attempting to re-

cover her personal strength dreamed of 

bear claws.  They discussed the image-

ry of bear claws and the power repre-

sented by a bear’s ability to use its 
(Continued on page 7) 

 

 

 

The Outreach Center is progressing 

nicely.  The brick on the front of the 

building should be completed in a cou-

ple of weeks.  Interiorly, the framing for 

the walking track is in place and the 

floor support should be completed with-

in a week.  Insulation is almost complete 

at which time the hanging of sheetrock 

will begin.  The estimate for that com-

pletion is about one week.  There is still 

a lot to do but we are excited to see the 

front being completed. 

We will have to grade the parking area 

in front of the Outreach Center to get it 

below the grade level of the building. 

As always, your prayers and support are 

needed and appreciated. 

                                                                    

In Christ’s Love,  Larry Prince 

Building  

Update 
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By BonnieVaughan 

John and Jody Tracy met on a blind 

date many years ago.  And, as they say, 

the rest is history. 

 

When a mutual friend introduced John 

and Jody, Jody was living in Gastonia 

working as operations manager for Pro-

Med Minor Emergency Centers.  

Through most of her career, Jody was a 

tech at hospital laboratories.  John was 

living in Mint Hill, North Carolina and 

was selling bar code computer software 

to manufacturers, spending most of his 

career in territorial sales.  

 

Once married, they lived for a brief 

time in Mint Hill while looking for 

land that was convenient and in a good 

school district.  They found what they 

were looking for in Mooresville NC 

where they lived until moving to their 

current home in Glade Valley in 2000. 

 

John and Jody have two sons, John 

Tracy III who lives in Glade Valley 

and Rob Voegele who lives in Fort 

Mill, South Carolina. The Tracys  have 

two grandchildren, Travis, who lives in 

Glade Valley and works for Pepsi Cola 

and Brooke who is a senior at Alle-

ghany High School. 

 

John had always wanted to retire in the 

mountains, so once their children were 

out of the house they began looking for 

property on which to build.  Jody, hav-

ing had relatives in this area, was 

somewhat familiar with Alleghany 

County.  They discussed with a realtor 

that would like some land with a view. 

They found the perfect spot. They built 

their home, doing much of the interior 

work themselves.  From their deck, that 

overlooks Fox Hunters Paradise, one 

can see Winston Salem on a clear day. 

They definitely got their view! 

 

On any given day that you visit the 

Tracys you’ll find John in his well-

equipped workshop.  His many talents 

include ammunition reloading, small 

engine repair and woodworking. Ac-

cording to Jody, he can fix anything 

that runs.  On weekends John is active 

in shooting competitions as a Cowboy 

Action Shooter with the Single Action 

Shooters Society, a timed and accuracy 

competition which usually includes a 

sequence of shooting pistols, rifles and 

shotguns. At Sparta UMC, John serves 

on the Building Committee. 

 

While John spends time in his work-

shop, Jody has many talents that she 

enjoys.  She sews regularly for the Sha-

ron Sewing Circle.  She also enjoys 

basket weaving and crocheting. Jody 

volunteers regularly at the Food Closet, 

attends the Women’s Bible Study and 

volunteers in the church office entering 

attendance data and as an offering 

counter. She also serves on the Staff 

Parrish Committee. 

 

John and Jody were members of the 

ARP Presbyterian Church until moving 

to Alleghany County.  They visited 

several churches before joining Sparta 

UMC in 2009.   

 

If you haven’t met John and Jody, 

please introduce yourself and say hello. 

Getting to Know Our Church Family  Spotlight on 

John & Jody Tracy 

With autumn arriving I am reminded of 

a Sparta United Methodist memory that 

goes back over 65 years! 

Our church family had a Halloween 

carnival in our new fellowship hall that 

October 1951.  The most vivid memory 

about the carnival was a booth set up 

for fortune telling.  Mrs. Pearl Lucas, 

grandmother of Grayson Lucas, with 

her crystal ball was dressed in a 

“witchy” costume and sat in the booth 

in grand style.  We lined up to have 

Mrs. Lucas look at our palm with much 

fanfare and tell each of us wonderful 

things.  She predicted I would marry 

soon and have a pretty home.  This did 

come true! 

I can now reflect on how many lovely 

people that came to Sparta to retire here 

as Mr. and Mrs. Lucas did.  Mrs. Lucas 

shared her talents with our church fami-

ly so well.  She came to our evening 

Ladies Weslyan Service Guild meeting 

regularly.  She taught us to make “flat” 

dumplings instead of “raised” ones at 

one of the suppers we cooked monthly 

for the Lions Club members.  At that 

time in 1950 we cooked the meal on a 

wood burning stove in the kitchen at 

the Community Building where the 

Lions Club had their monthly meetings. 

Our church fellowship hall had not 

been finished at this time. 

I am so grateful for these good memo-

ries I can recall of our church history.  
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 
 

It’s hard to believe we’re heading into the last 

quarter of 2016.  It has been a year packed with 

many opportunities for spiritual growth, fel-

lowship and service.  What I have learned, 

over many years, is that the final quarter can be 

the most overscheduled and stressful time of 

the year.  At the same time, it’s the most joy-

ous and meaningful months leading up to and 

including Advent and the birth of Christ.  Plan accordingly 

to remove the stress and to embrace the joy! 

Crisp mornings and lower temperatures reminds us that 

wood deliveries are upon us.  The outpouring of support 

for the Wood Ministry last year was a blessing to the 

UMM.  The Wood Warriors support was an integral part of 

our ministry.  Those unable to participate in the physical 

labor of the ministry opened their checkbooks in financial 

support.  What a significant increase in the Wood Ministry 

Team!  It’s not too early to start thinking about your 

pledge for the 2016-2017 winter season.  I’ll wait until it 

gets a little colder before starting the campaign. :) 

Don’t forget to join us for breakfast on October 16th and 

mark your calendar, as a reminder of our delicious Mission 

Meal lunch, on November 13th, prepared by UMM Cook-

ing Team.   

u

m

m 

It’s a good question and the 

answer may surprise you. 

From the beginning, Chris-

tians have exercised this 

practice. “Peace be with 

you” is a greeting Jesus him-

self used with his disciples 

(Luke 24:36; John 20:19, 

26). 

We may pass the peace dur-

ing a mutual greeting, after 

words of assurance, prior to 

celebrating the Lord’s Sup-

per or at the conclusion of a 

worship service. At these 

times we leave the comfort 

of our seat, turn to our 

neighbors, grasp their hands, 

and speak the words, “The 

peace of the Lord be with 

you” and receive the words 

in turn, “And also with you.” 

The gesture is simple, but 

the meaning is profound. 

When we extend our hand to 

another, we identify with 

Jesus, who extended his life 

to the point of death to make 

peace with humanity (Col. 

1:20-21). What’s more, in 

the midst of divisions we 

symbolize our unity through 

handshakes and hugs     

(Eph. 2:14-21). Likewise, 

when we regularly pass the 

peace we practice God’s call 

to make every effort to 

maintain the bond of peace 

(Eph. 4:3). 

So, the next time you have 

an opportunity to say “The 

Peace of Christ Be With 

You” remember to speak the 

words with a firm handshake 

and be ready to receive the 

return greeting “and also 

with you”. Simple words, 

meaningful words, tradition-

al words. Nothing more, 

nothing less. 

 

Excerpts taken from an article 

written by Paul Ryan. 

“Peace be with you.”   “And also with you.” 

What’s the purpose for Passing of the Peace? 

By Alan Sears 

Kilmartins to Travel to Chichicostenanga, Guatemala  

Inspired by their daughter, Anna, 15, and her heart for 

missions, John and Wrenn Kilmartin along with Anna will 

be joining a mission team from Oak Ridge United Meth-

odist Church and traveling to Chichicostenanga, Guatema-

la October 22—29. 

Because much of the cooking in Guatemala is done in-

doors in environments that lack proper ventilation, many 

residents (especially children) suffer lung problems and 

burns.  This team will be installing stove ventilation up fits 

in one room cottages that currently have no outside venti-

lation.  They will also be providing water filtration sys-

tems, deworming kits, medication and various other items 

such as shoes, toiletries and tee shirts for the children. 

Please pray for the Kilmartins as they do God’s work.  

If you would like to make a donation to the people in 

Chichicostenanga, Guatemala you may do so by making 

your check payable to Sparta UMC with Guatemala in the 

memo line. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott
 

Would you like (for just one Sunday) to be 

a part of the choir?  We have a great oppor-

tunity for you.  We will celebrate UMW 

Sunday on October 30th.  We invite all the 

ladies to join together and sing the Sunday 

anthem at the 10:00 service.  The music has 

not yet been selected, but it will be familiar 

and easy.  We will practice on Sunday 

morning at 9:30 in the choir room.  Rev. 

Jacqueline Tookey will deliver the message.  

In addition, since this Sunday will also be All Saints Sun-

day, we will read the names and honor our members or 

immediate family members who have passed in the last 

year.  And, we will present Special Mission Recognition 

pins to two unsuspecting ladies who represent the UMW 

spirit of mission.  Please join us, we will add an extra chair 

in the choir loft just for you.  

Our thanks to Wrenn and John Kilmartin.  They will be 

taking ‘Little Dresses’ and boys’ shorts with them on their 

mission trip to Guatemala made by our Sharon Sewing 

Circle.  We meet on the first Monday of each month at 

10am and we can use your help to cut fabric, press and 

sew.   Donations of fabric and thread are greatly appreciat-

ed.  Please contact Margaret Connor with questions if you 

can help.  

The program for the next monthly meeting on October 12th 

will be the World Thank Offering.  For the November 

meeting, Jennifer Robinson will conduct the Pledge Pro-

gram.  At both meetings, we will learn how our World 

Thank Offering and our Pledge dollars help women, youth 

and children around the world.   

As always, we invite every woman in the church to join in 

our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

u

m 

W 

 

A Circuit Rider Thank You 

The following note was received in the church 

office and was addressed to all who contribute to the Cir-

cuit Rider.  The Circuit Rider is a collective effort by those 

who write the inspiring articles, those who give news arti-

cles and those work behind the scenes from compiling to 

printing folding, addressing and mailing.   

 

Dear Circuit Rider Workers, 

I thank all who take the time to write and publish "The Cir-

cuit Rider.”  I truly enjoy the articles and news.  I read it 

from cover to cover and it is a wonderful way to start the 

day. 

Much, much appreciation, 

Charles Rudy 

 

Jack and I would like to thank the 

Fellowship Class and rest of the 

church for the funds raised for us 

at the September Mission Meal 

Sunday.  In addition to what you donated to us from the 

meal, we raised $672 from the sale of Jacqueline’s 

crafts.  This money will help fund our renewal ministry for 

pastors and congregations.  Thank you for your generosi-

ty.  We would also like to thank the Staff Parish Relations 

Committee who recently completed our pilot program, 

GRACE BREAK:  Caring For Our Pastor, small group 

study.  Their input and participation helps us produce a 

better study for future churches.  We are so grate-

ful.  Thank you for letting God’s love shine through you.   

Blessings,  

Jacqueline Tookey 

Join a Sunday School Class 

Sundays @ 10am 

THE FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is 

beginning a study of the Gospel of Matthew .  The 

text used for this study will be Matthew for Everyone 

by N.T. Wright. 

Bring your Bibles and join our group discussion on 

the Gospel of Matthew led by Larry Myers. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

Greg & Waynna Wyatt October 3 
Larry & Donna Myers October 9 

Robert & Pam Andrews October 14 
Wayne & Sandy Lovett October 14 

Marion & Ed Adams October 24 
Julie & Patrick Tucker October 26 

Duane Davis  October 2 
Matthew Nester  October 2 
Jo Burch  October 4 
Allen Reinhardt  October 4 
Lucy Roe  October 6 
John Wishon  October 9 

Ben Gatton  October 10 
Brent Long  October 10 
Maureen Miller       October 10 
Mintie Saintsing  October 11 
Jacqueline Tookey  October 14 
Margaret Connor    October 18 

Ellen Church  October 21 
Cynthia McKenna October 21 
Mattie Wyatt  October 21 
Margaret Barker October 25 
Yvonne Oliver  October 25 
Pam Greer  October 31  

Alleghany County Ministerium 
What is it? 

First of a three part series 

 

The mission of the Alleghany County 

Ministerium is achieved through three 

programs:  The Solid Rock Building 

Ministry, The Solid Rock Food Closet, 

and The Solid Rock Relief Fund.  This 

month we take a look at the Relief 

Fund.   

 

The Relief Fund is administered by 

CARES Director, Vickie Scott from 

the CARES office located across from 

the Food Closet on Womble Street.  In 

order to lessen the impact of their 

plight, those in need of the Relief 

Fund, The Food Closet, or CARES 

can be served from this one location.  

 

The Relief Fund Ministry reaches out 

to those who have fallen upon hard 

times and have special financial 

needs. Such needs may include (but 

are not limited to) 

Electric cut-off 

One time prescriptions 

Homeless lodging for one night 

Fuel Assistance 

 

Fuel assistance is available after the 

temperature has been 32 degrees for 

three consecutive days.  In order to 

serve as many people as possible, as-

sistance is given once per year per 

family.   

 

Funding for The Relief Fund is ob-

tained from individuals, churches and 

local organizations. 

 

Last year the ministry helped 347 

families in their time of  crisis.  This 

year to date, 282 families have been 

assisted. 

 

If you would like to help families with 

this type of crisis needs, please make 

your check payable to Alleghany 

County Ministerium and memo Relief 

Fund. Mail your donation to P. O. 

Box 1166, Sparta, NC 28675.  For 

questions or volunteer opportunities, 

Vickie Scott may be contacted by 

phone 336-372-5959 or alle-

ghcares@skybest.com. 

Area churches working together to help our neighbors.  The vision is to create a viable and active ecumenical faith 
community where congregations cross denominational and theological barriers to work together for the common 

good of Alleghany County. 

Bellview Baptist Church 

Blue Ridge Faith Chapel 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Cornerstone Christian Fellowship 

First Baptist Church 

Grace Community Church 

Laurel Springs Baptist Church 

Laurel Fork Presbyterian 

Little Pine Liberty Baptist Church 

Little Pine Church of the Brethren 

New Hope Baptist Church 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

New Haven Church of the Brethren 

Mt. Carmel Church of the Brethren 

Osborne Memorial Baptist Church 

Piney Creek United Methodist Church 

Saddle Mountain Baptist Church 

Savannah United Methodist Church 

Shiloh United Methodist Church 

Sparta Church of God 

Sparta Presbyterian Church 

Sparta United Methodist Church 

St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church  

Local Churches involved in Alleghany County Ministerium 

mailto:alleghcares@skybest.com
mailto:alleghcares@skybest.com
http://bellviewmissionarybaptistchurch.com/
http://www.christchurchalleghany.org/
http://www.ccf-sparta.org/
http://www.spartafirstbaptistchurch.com/index1.html
http://umcga.org/pcumc/
http://umcga.org/sumc/
http://spartapresbyterian.org/
http://www.umcsparta.com/
http://www.sfor-sparta.org/
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Mission Meal News 

The Fellowship Sunday School Class prepared a deli-

cious meal for our September Mission Meal.  Dona-

tions totaled $532 which will be given to R.O.C.K. and 

Big Sigh Ministries. 

Lunch With the Pastor 

Wednesdays 12:00 - 1:00 

Bring your lunch to enjoy as 

we share our thoughts on weekly readings. 

claws.  The next day, while the woman 

was standing in line at a fabric shop to 

purchase some material, she noticed 

that the customer in front of her had a 

large handful of buttons.  The dreamer 

saw that embossed on each button was 

the image of a bear claw.  This event 

in the material world acted on her as if 

it were the subject and she were the 

object.  Her inner emotions and atti-

tudes were affected by an outer event.  

She felt that Something was confirm-

ing her efforts to reclaim her personal 

power.  “Whenever a so-called 

‘outside’ event behaves as an intelli-

gent and message-bearing subject to-

ward us, it appears that the outer world 

is not merely an ‘extended thing,’ but 

is in fact an agent in its own right.”  (p. 

53)  When the material world acts in a 

meaningful way, there is a direct rela-

tionship between material events and 

emotional growth.   

 

Synchronicity is not the only place we 

can see Divine Presence at work.  I 

have written several times about how 

helpful it is to see God at work by 

studying the world around us.  The 

natural world is full of God and a book 

about God.  We just have to spend a 

little time outside and look closely to 

see weird things happening.   

This spring I was given a houseplant 

with an interesting ruffled green leaf.  

The leaves are blades that grow to 

about 12 inches long.  One day I was 

looking closely at the plant when I  

 

observed a most unusual pattern on the 

blades.  A dark green line runs up the 

center of each blade.  From this line is 

a pattern of dark green shapes that 

look exactly like small leaves.  Where 

did that come from?   

 

Dark Matter?  Bear Claws on Buttons?  

Patterns on leaves?  It looks like we 

are living in a weird place.  It looks a 

lot like a miracle.   

Divine intervention?  I don’t think so.  

But Divine Presence?  You bet.  God 

doesn’t have to break God’s natural 

laws.  Those laws are constructed to 

work for our good and we are way 

more connected with the life force 

than we can imagine.  We live in the 

midst of Divine Presence and it inter-

acts with every person on the planet 

every day.  I invite you to look and 

listen, to experience the weird and the 

wonderful in all the ordinary life 

around us, and to become aware of 

living in the middle of a miracle.   

(Continued from page 2)Divine Intervention 

 Lunch with the Pastor class on Wednesdays at noon is going very well. 

 ROCK for kid’s age 4 to 5th grade is meeting on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm and averaging 10-15 children. 

 FUSION youth has 16-23 students coming to the three weekly meetings. 

 The SUMC blog has been revamped with a more devotional format. 

 We are seeing much progress in the completion of the new building. 

 We will have a Vision Planning Day in January (date to be determined).  In order to prepare for the planning day, 

the Church Council members will read the book “Reaching People under 30 and Keeping People over 60” by Ed-

ward H. Hammett as a guide on how to improve our community outreach to young families and un-churched.   

 Charge Conference will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday, October 10.  Everyone is invited. 

 The Christmas Cantata will be on Sunday, December 11 featuring our choir, a children’s choir and hand bells. 

Church Council Report from September 12 Meeting 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 

around the world. 


