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Let love be genuine...love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in show-
ing honor… rejoice in hope, be patient in suffer-
ing, perserve in prayer.  Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not persecute them.  Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live 
in harmony with one another …
(Romans 12:9-16)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ; 
            These have always been some of my favorite verses of scripture, as I 
find them to be so very relevant to the whole matter of life, and certainly 
of our common life as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church is al-
ways at her very best when brothers and sisters bound through our com-
mon faith, share the intimacy of life together. Within this common life we 
are bound by love. The love that God has for us and our love for God and 
for each other. We are all eager to rejoice with one another in the good 
news events that happen in life, yet what binds us together in the most 
profound manner, is the common sorrows that we share.  Ask anyone who 
has been through a profound grief and they will quickly tell you of the 
strengthened friendships or newly discovered friendships that came 

through someone being there for them and with them in their darkest days. Indeed, nothing binds 
us together like a common sorrow. There is an old story that comes from the days of slavery in 
which one lady speaks to a neighbor’s slave about the death of the slave’s aunt. The neighbor says to 
the slave,  ‘I’m sorry to hear about your Aunt Lucy’s death. You must miss her greatly.  You were 
such friends.’  The slave replies, ‘Yes’m, I is sorry she died. But we wasn’t no friends.’  The neighbor 
says, ‘Why I thought you were. I’ve seen you laughing and talking together lots of times.’  The slave 
replied, ‘Yes’m.  That’s so. We’ve laughed together, and we’ve talked together, but we is just 
‘quaintances.  You see, Miss Ruth, we ain’t never shed no tears. Folks got to cry together before 
dey is friends.’  
            None of us welcome sorrow, yet I think that we all realize that sorrow is very much a part of 
life. It comes to all of us at some time or another and if your life has been like mine, you have had 
sorrow at many different points in life.  Aren’t you thankful for those who wept with you in your sor-
row? I know that I am, and I am thankful for times that I have been able to be a part of someone 
else’s  ‘ sorrow.’ Nothing binds us like the bond that comes from shraed sorrow. One of the many 
beauties about the church is the fact that God’s compassion that has been given to us has taken root 
and born fruit that we may be able to have compassion for others. So let me close with these words 
from the Lord Jesus: ‘Beloved, love one another just as I have loved you.’
In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Bob 

 



M I S S I O N  M E A L S  

Mission News: Sparta United Methodist Church 
is caring for others

 The list of things that are done in Missions is long; as a 
matter-a-fact a partial list will be in the fellowship hall during 
the October Mission Meal at the dessert table. The request is 
for you to look at it and add things that we have left out. The 
opportunities/possibilities in Alleghany County and around 
the world is absolutely overwhelming!!! 
Mission Meals: The idea of Mission Meals was started as a re-
sult of an in-depth 32 week study. The first of 3 studies title 
was “Becoming Disciples through Bible Study.”   Twelve of us 
studied with the desire to put discipleship into action, not just 
a study. The 12 of us, Leland and Sharon Simons, Pratt Davis, 
Robbie Presnell, Paula Presnell,  Jeri Friar, Ed and Marion 
Adams, Melinda Boyer,  Susan Miles, Diane Lasley, and Suz-
anne Murphy, plus leader Dr. Shelly Wilson. Shelly had all of 
us leading as the desire was for us to realize we are all disci-
ples, not just the minister.  The first goal was to raise enough 
money for an “Ark” (another story for another newsletter).
The desire of the mission meal was to raise funds for desig-
nated areas needing assistance with a conscious effort to in-
clude local, regional, state, national and world-wide destina-
tions. Then came the realization that this was also a good op-
portunity for us to grow in friendships as a church family, a 
time to sit and enjoy a meal with other believers.  Folks of the 
Methodist, Catholic, Presbyterian, Baptist and Episcopal faith 
have all attended and broken bread together. Then the other 
added benefit was to help those that have no family, to give 
them the opportunity to be with someone . 
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The Lord will 

indeed give what 

is good, and our 

land will yield its 

harvest.  
Psalm 85:12(NIV) 

"Let us not become 
weary in doing 
good, for at the 
proper time 
we will reap a har-
vest if we do not 
give up." 
Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 

 The amount of people who help at mission meals is tre-
mendous. This is a thank you for the many people that have 
helped regularly and occasionally, to prepare the Mission Meals. 
The suggestion is to schedule 6 people to prepare and serve and 
an additional 6 to clean up. One who is always on the cleanup 
crew is Beverly Pruitt as she likes to work in the kitchen. Colette 
Nester and her boys set up the fellowship hall each mission meal. 
Faye Reeves, Lucy Roe and Margaret Connor bring a desert and 
Margaret brings her delightful home crafted bread. WE ARE ALL 
SO BLESSED!!! Several other people bring deserts on a regular 
basis and I do not want to leave anyone out so a HUGH thank you 
to all who have been giving with their time and talent. 
 The Mission Meals are something that the Faith Journey 
Class does as a mission, however, we want to share this with oth-
ers who are interested. I have heard from Pastor Bob that other 
people want to sponsor a Mission Meal. If you desire to partici-
pate in this ministry or would like to host a meal during the year 
this is great! Please CALL the church office 372-4441, Mike 
Dehart 363-3012 or Susan 657-7190.  We want to share this joy/
mission with others who are interested. 
Submitted by: Susan Miles 

We love because  

He first loved us. 

1John 4:19  

Strive for peace with 

everyone, and for the 

holiness without which 

no one will see the 

Lord. 

Hebrews 12:14 

United Methodist Women 

  The Festival of Tables is Saturday, October 5th.  If you would like to donate an item for the Silent 
Auction, please bring it to the Fellowship Hall on Friday, October 4th from noon until 4PM.  If you 
need an item to be picked up, please call Beverlee Scott at 372-4876 to make arrangements.  Pro-
ceeds from the Festival support our local mission work and help to fund the UMW Scholarship. 
  At the September meeting, the 2014 officers were announced and approved by the attending mem-
bers.  For next year, the officers will be:  Beverlee Scott, President; Pratt Davis, Vice-President; Mar-
garet Connor, Secretary; Jennifer Robinson, Treasurer; Connie Amburn, Reading Program Coordi-
nator;  Fran Lewis, Spiritual Growth Coordinator;  and Lucy Roe, Nominations. 
  Outgoing Western North Carolina Conference President Mildred Carter delivered her farewell 
speech on September 8th at the Conference Annual Meeting at Lake Junaluska.  In her presentation, 
she included a picture of the Sparta UMW members working together on our Mission Workday in 
August.  She referred to our circle as “a blessing to the Appalachian District, to United Methodist 
Women and to the world for the work that we do to support our national and local mission 
networks.” Congratulations! 
  As always, we invite every woman in the church to attend the meeting on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7PM and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
Submitted by: 
Beverlee Scott, President 

 I reflect on hymns that different ministers brought to our congregation. This is good– I had 
never known the old Charles Wesley hymn ‘I want a Principle Within.’  Dr. Steele introduced us to 
this old Methodist hymn while he was our minister in the 1950 era.
 And then there were new hymns that have been added to our hymnals through the years- 
‘Morning Has Broken’ is my favorite.  I first heard this old folk song played at an organ concert in 
Maples, FL in the 1980’s. Now it is such a wonderful hymn in our Sparta UMC. ‘How Great Thou Art’ 
is another newer hymn in our congregation. 
 Vacation Bible School always included singing such hymns as Jesus loves me, Onward Chris-
tian Soldiers, We Are Climbing Jacobs Ladder, There is a Balm in Gilead, and This is my Fathers 
World. The beauty of  the Advent and Lenten seasons are so enhanced by the 
hymns of Christmas and Easter.  
 Now our beloved Pastor Bob Miller has brought to our congregation the 
hymn we close our morning worship with as we hold hands: 

I'm so glad I’m a part of the family of God; 
I've been washed in the fountain. Cleansed by his blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus 
As we travel the sod. 

 For I'm a part of the family, the family of God. 
 So another memory is made of our Sparta United Methodist Church music. 
To be continued…
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Our History by Bonnie McMillan Vaughan 

Each week golfers from several different churches con-
tribute money to a "charity jar.” This year $640 we con-
tributed, which was the most ever raised. It was a great 

year with wonderful fellowship. 
The winning team decides which charity will receive the 
funds. United Methodist Team 2 won and donated the 

money to the Children's Feeding Program at Solid Rock 
Food Closet. The program provides " backpack meals" for 

children on weekends, holidays, and summer when 
school is not in session. 

Pictured are David Carpenter Director SRFC  
and Larry Prince, golfer. 

2013 Church Golf League 

 Music! Music! Music! The best memories I have as a child, over 75 years ago, of music are the 
wonderful hymns played on the piano during Sunday school and Worship at our Sparta United 
Methodist Church.  Decades later when traveling through Israel in 1978, on a seminar with our East 
Ohio Conference, Bishop Thomas was in Jerusalem for worship, and we were asked to call out our 
favorite hymn. I thought immediately of ‘Blessed Assurance’, my favorite Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) 
hymn. I learned to love this hymn in the 1930’s at our Sparta UMC. 
 Another Fanny Crosby hymn, ‘Rescue the Perishing’ was played as I walked to the alter at age 
12 to become a member of Sparta United Methodist Church. 
 Mrs. Carrie Inskeep, our church pianist for many years, could really ‘tickle the ivories!’  I can 
still recall the words to these old hymns she used to play;
He Leadth Me; Sweet Hour of Prayer; What A Friend We Have in Jesus; Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds; I Love to Tell the Story; and I Am Thine, O Lord. Sing them over again to me and many oth-
ers, the hymns are a blessing to me still to this day. Their words help me to keep my faith strong.  
 In our 1926-1946 Sparta UMC, I have no memories of a choir. I recall some benches in the 
back of the piano where guest soloists would sit when they came to sing during revivals or special 
worship services. Emogene Choate Porter I recall so well. Emogene studied piano and voice at the 
Juilliard School of Music in NYC and shared her talent with us many times.
 When our present Sparta United Methodist Church was designed, a nice choir area was in-
cluded. We have had a choir from the 1950 era until today. Mrs. Pauline Doughton moved to Sparta 
from Wilkesboro. She and Mrs. Crystal Crouse were talented musicians. Mrs. Doughton and Mrs. 
Choate played organ/piano duets so beautifully. 
 Rev. Jesse Johnson, our pastor as we moved into the new church, was a talented musician 
and was always willing to share his talent. Rev.  Johnson offered to sing ‘The Lords Prayer’ as part 
of the wedding ceremony when Robert and I were married in our new church on December 22, 1951.

Cont. pg. 7 
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God is good all the time and all the time God is good.  We are studying from our new Sunday school 
curriculum, "Bible Lessons for Youth" and were challenged to create a set of alphabet cards for a 
child. Each card should state a rule and why a child should follow it.  I want to share what our youth 
came up with.  I hope you will be blessed and challenged as I have been. 
A is for apologies- which help people forgive us. 
B is for believe- put your trust in God, He is always there to help you. 
C is for courtesy- which would help others to be courteous towards you. 
D is for destroy- don't destroy what God has given us. 
E is for encourage- encourage people to do their best. 
F is for faith- have faith in God, yourself, and others. 
G is for give- give your love and your time. 
H is for hope- have hope that God will take care of you. 
I is for inspire- inspire others to help them to do their best. 
J is for joyous- be joyful and celebrate God. 
J is for judge- we should not judge others for God is the one true judge. 
K is for kindness- treat others with kindness in all that you do. 
K is for kneel- we should kneel down in prayer. 
L is for love- God loved us first so we should love one another. 
M is for manners- always use your manners in every situation. 
M is for mercy- forgive others and they will forgive you. 
N is for neighbor- love your neighbor as yourself. 
O is for obedient- always listen to your parents, teachers, and leaders.  Do what they ask of you. 
P is for prayer- pray everyday. 
P is for patience- have patience with your neighbors and God. 
Q is for quiet- know when it is the right time to talk, and the right time to listen. 
Q is for quality- let kindness be the quality for your actions. 
R is for respect- respect others and treat them the way that you would like to be treated. 
R is for reliable- rely on God.
S is for share- be kind to each other and take turns. 
T is for teach- teach God's word to others. 
U is for understanding- understand the Bible. 
V is for voice- you can use your voice to express your love for God. 
W is for worship- worship God everyday. 
X is for xenagogue- one who guides. 
Y is for yourself- you can not love others if you do not love yourself. 
Z is for zig zag- don't go through life zig zagging back and forth without God's guidance. 
Blessings-
Talina Pipes 
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BIRTHDAYS

Duane Davis– Oct.  2  Matthew Nester-Oct. 2  Jo Burch-Oct. 4 
Camille Green-Oct.  4  Allen Reinhardt-Oct. 4     Lucy Roe-Oct. 6 
Michael DeHart-Oct. 8  Ricky Brown-Oct. 9   John Wishon-Oct. 9 
Mintie Saintsing-Oct. 11        Margaret Connor-Oct. 18         Ellen Church-Oct. 21 
Cynthia McKenna-Oct. 21  Mattie Wyatt-Oct. 21         Margaret Barker-Oct. 25 
Yvonne Oliver-Oct. 25         Carawyn McKenna-Oct. 29          Jeff Cox-Oct. 31 

Anniversaries

Greg and Waynna Wyatt-October 3  Larry and Donna Myers-October 9 

Robert and Pam Andrews-October 14  Wayne and Sandy Lovett-October 14 

Vickie and Charlie Scott-October 22  Marion and Ed Adams-October 24 

Julie and Patrick Tucker-October 26   

Note from our youth: 
"Our youth group means a lot to us.  

We all look forward to coming every 

week to learn.  Every week is better 

than the last.  I am so thankful to have 

my youth group family."  Katy Kilmartin 

Pre School: 

Be on the look out!  

Art sale fund raiser 

coming soon! Building Committee has come to a  con-

sensus and has met with an architect. He 

will be providing a proposal and alterna-

tives. He was easy to talk to and appeared to 

understand our requests/needs… to be good 

stewards of resources and provide adequate 

space with room to grow. Parking issues are 

also being addressed– More to come! 

Nominations Committee has been con-

tacting people to serve in a variety of capaci-

ties. Please think about areas in which you 

could share your talents. We have many 

committees/ministries that need your help! 

Reading Renewal Program has begun 

placing tutors in the schools in Alleghany 

and Ashe counties. We still need volunteer 

tutors– You pick your times and the school 

and even the grade level. K-5 children are 

our target for literacy. Please contact Kathy 

Mock at 336-359-8154 if you need more in-

formation or would like to volunteer. We 

will potentially conduct an orientation ses-

sion in November.  

C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E S  

Safe Sanctuary 
Refresher training for Safe Sanctuary will be 

held on October 27 at 2pm for those who were 

trained last October. You will receive notifica-

tions by mail.  

If you are not currently ‘certified‛ and would 

like to help in any capacity with our young mem-

bers, please contact Kathy Mock or the church 

and we will arrange a class. 
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Let love be genuine...love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in show-
ing honor… rejoice in hope, be patient in suffer-
ing, perserve in prayer.  Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not persecute them.  Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live 
in harmony with one another …
(Romans 12:9-16)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ; 
            These have always been some of my favorite verses of scripture, as I 
find them to be so very relevant to the whole matter of life, and certainly 
of our common life as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church is al-
ways at her very best when brothers and sisters bound through our com-
mon faith, share the intimacy of life together. Within this common life we 
are bound by love. The love that God has for us and our love for God and 
for each other. We are all eager to rejoice with one another in the good 
news events that happen in life, yet what binds us together in the most 
profound manner, is the common sorrows that we share.  Ask anyone who 
has been through a profound grief and they will quickly tell you of the 
strengthened friendships or newly discovered friendships that came 

through someone being there for them and with them in their darkest days. Indeed, nothing binds 
us together like a common sorrow. There is an old story that comes from the days of slavery in 
which one lady speaks to a neighbor’s slave about the death of the slave’s aunt. The neighbor says to 
the slave,  ‘I’m sorry to hear about your Aunt Lucy’s death. You must miss her greatly.  You were 
such friends.’  The slave replies, ‘Yes’m, I is sorry she died. But we wasn’t no friends.’  The neighbor 
says, ‘Why I thought you were. I’ve seen you laughing and talking together lots of times.’  The slave 
replied, ‘Yes’m.  That’s so. We’ve laughed together, and we’ve talked together, but we is just 
‘quaintances.  You see, Miss Ruth, we ain’t never shed no tears. Folks got to cry together before 
dey is friends.’  
            None of us welcome sorrow, yet I think that we all realize that sorrow is very much a part of 
life. It comes to all of us at some time or another and if your life has been like mine, you have had 
sorrow at many different points in life.  Aren’t you thankful for those who wept with you in your sor-
row? I know that I am, and I am thankful for times that I have been able to be a part of someone 
else’s  ‘ sorrow.’ Nothing binds us like the bond that comes from shraed sorrow. One of the many 
beauties about the church is the fact that God’s compassion that has been given to us has taken root 
and born fruit that we may be able to have compassion for others. So let me close with these words 
from the Lord Jesus: ‘Beloved, love one another just as I have loved you.’
In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Bob 
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