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September 2018 — THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

Do you enjoy playing cards? Board games? Dominoes? Scrabble? 

Game Day kick off begins at 1:00 pm with a luncheon.   

Don’t bring a thing! 

We’ll have plenty of cards, games and fun things. 

Bring a friend! 

Do you have a favorite game? Bring it or let us know 

and we’ll get it! 

For more information contact 

Lois Layman @ 919-353-2824 or loisl@aol.com 

Libby Squires @ 336-372-4020 or 

squires77@hotmail.com 

First Thursday of the Month. 

The fun begins  

Thursday, September 6 @ 1 pm 

Tickets are now available 

for the Festival of Tables.  

There is still plenty of 

time to make plans if you 

would like to hostess a 

table.  Please contact Mar-

garet Connor or Beverlee Scott if you need assistance. 

The entertainment this year is Tim Sells, who has been an enter-

tainer from an early age.  Tim has lived most of his life in North 

Carolina.  He was often approached about his uncanny similari-

ty in look and sound to Country Music Hall of Fame inductee, 

Kenny Rogers.  With a little bit of practice and study, Tim be-

gan the Kenny Rogers Tribute in 2013 and has performed 

throughout the United States.  You don’t want to miss this ex-

citing show. 

Proceeds from the Festival and the Silent Auction will go to-

ward the UMW Scholarship Fund and the Children’s Backpack 

Feeding Program.   

We need your help for the Silent Auction!  Please consider 

donating a new item, a handmade item or a service/gift certifi-

cate from one of our local 

businesses, ie beauty shop, 

barber shop or restaurant. 

Thank you! 

Festival of Tables 

Saturday, October 6 
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Search for Meaning 

By Pratt Davis 

Recently I was 
invited to visit a 
book club that a 
friend of mine 
belongs to.  The 
club was host-
ing an author 
who had written 

the book they were reading 
that month.  My friend thought 
I might be interested in hearing 
the author speak since I have 
also published a book.  The 
author spoke about her three 
books, how she started writing, 
and where her ideas came 
from.  Then she talked about a 
book for children that she had 
published.   

The children’s story was one 
she had written for a Sunday 
School class 30 years ago 
when her children were small.  
The author thought, since she 
had published three books for 
adults, she would enjoy writ-
ing something for children.  
She remembered this old story 
for Sunday School and found it 
among her things.  She had 
some copies printed, but they 
did not sell.  As she thought 
about it, she realized that chil-
dren’s books needed pictures.  
She searched about for some-
one to draw pictures for the 
book, but only reached dead-
ends.  It took a year before she 
found the right illustrator. 

Then she said an interesting 

thing.  She said, “It was the 

Devil that kept me from pub-

lishing my book.”  Yet as the 

rest of her story unfolded, it 

was one of beauty and creativi-

ty.  She told how, during that 

year of waiting, she re-

connected with a long-lost 

childhood friend.  Her old 

friend was an artist and was 

able to draw the illustrations 

for the author’s book.  I spent 

the remainder of her talk think-

ing about how differently I 

viewed her experience of 

searching for an illustrator.  To 

re-connect with a former child-

hood friend would be a mar-

velous experience.  To discov-

er that the friend was an artist 

would be a meaningful coinci-

dence.  To me, both of these 

experiences have a feel of sa-

cred energy.  Yet the author 

was upset because she hadn’t 

published her book instantly 

and felt that her life was being 

interfered with by an evil 

force.   

A week or so after I heard this 
author speak, I heard an inter-
view of a Fundamentalist pas-
tor on TV.  The interviewer 
asked the pastor about an 
elected official who was guilty 
of some really bad behavior.  
The pastor told the interview-
er, “I believe every person in 
the government is ordained 
and chosen by God . . . .”  
Wow!  I thought, what an ex-
cuse for doing bad things:  
God has ordained them.  I 
spent the rest of his interview 
thinking about how this atti-
tude reduced God to a puppet 
master.  If I take this attitude 
for my approach to life, I get a 
pass on trying to behave re-
sponsibly since God is ordain-
ing everything.  This man’s 
statement stays with me and I 
continue to mull it over.   

I remember being at Annual 
Conference a few years ago.  I 
was on an elevator waiting for 
others to enter, when a woman 
pushed through the people 
waiting to get on.  She shoved 
another woman out of the way 
and came into the elevator say-
ing, “God created me to be 
aggressive and I just decided 
that’s the way I am going to 
be.”  That was surely another 
example of using God as an 
excuse for bad behavior. 

I believe that all three of these 
people were searching for 
meaning in the events of their 
lives,  But their attitudes seem 
very limiting to me.  They lim-

it God and they limit the hu-
man beings who hold them.  
The attitude of the talented 
author, upset by what she con-
sidered an evil blockage, lim-
ited her view of life.  If I think 
that, every time I don’t get 
what I want, some devil is 
tampering with my life, I will 
miss the joy of life.  And how 
sad that I miss the goodness 
and beauty of my life unfold-
ing if I consider every road-
block a dead end rather than an 
opening to something different 
or just the way things are.  
How much more I will receive 
by waiting for Life to unfold in 
its supportive, mysterious way 
and appreciating the mystery 
and magic that surrounds me. 

The pastor’s attitude of putting 
responsibility for human ac-
tions onto God prevents him 
from growing into a responsi-
ble human being  and from 
developing a living relation-
ship with God.  If I fail to en-
gage the Living God, I remain 
in a childish state.  Adam and 
Eve hid themselves from God 
and did not answer when He 
called them.  When I project 
my feelings onto the Holy of 
Holies, rather than seeing them 
as my own, I miss my appoint-
ment with life.  If I do not en-
gage with life, I have hidden 
myself from God.   

The attitude of the aggressive 

woman doesn’t take into ac-

count God’s interacting with 

us to help us grow into the 

loving and helpful persons 

God created us to be.  When I 

recognize my aggression and 

look deeply to understand why 

I react in this way, I grow in 

understanding and compassion 

for myself.  Then I can learn 

how to use a natural trait in a 

balanced way that will help 

others and bring forth a posi-

tive aspect of what I have been 

using in a toxic way.  I step up 

into the best self that I can be.  

I find gold in this shadow ele-

ment. 

These three people illustrate 

what it means when I live from 

the Outside In.  I focus on my 

agenda and desires for comfort 

and convenience.  I react to 

whatever happens to me as 

“good” or “bad.”  My happi-

ness depends on my circum-

stances.  I orient myself as 

being an Object that life hap-

pens to.  And I miss my Ap-

pointment with Life.  

If I can shift my point of view 
so that I orient myself to live 
from the Inside Out, I change 
from the position of an Object 
to the position of Subject.  I 
notice meaningful coincidenc-
es occurring in my life.  I tune 
in to the support of nature in 
the beautiful and interesting 
heavens, plants, and animals 
that act as Subjects in their 
own right.  I discover that the 
people whose paths cross mine 
offer me support.  I learn more 
about why I behave the way I 
do and find that behind the 
anger, aggression, fear, or oth-
er “negative” energy, there is 
gold.   When I consciously use 
those energies in a balanced 
way, I grow into the Authentic 
Self that God has created in 
me.  I don’t give up my outer 
life, but I do pay attention to 
my inner life and enter into a 
relationship with it.  And it is 
in this relationship that I find 
meaning, for my life has be-
come a sacred conversation 
with the Divine Mystery. 

For all of us I offer these bless-
ings: 

May you slow down and look 
deeply 

to see Divine energy  

flowing through your life.  

May you open to the Mystery 
of the Holy 

That invites you into new plac-
es.   

May you dare to touch the Sa-

cred Life within you. 
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Getting to Know Our Church Family 
Spotlight on 

Clayton Vanderbilt 

If you come in the back en-

trance to the sanctuary on Sun-

day morning you’ll find Clay-

ton Vanderbilt on the back row 

near the center aisle. He rarely 

misses a Sunday.  

Clayton and his twin sisters, 

Jean and Jane grew up in 

Durham, NC. Clayton’s par-

ents established a large veteri-

nary hospital where his father, 

William, was the veterinarian 

and his mother, Dorothy kept 

the books. “Doc and Dot”, as 

they were affectionately 

known, were faithful Chris-

tians, not only passing their 

faith on to their children but 

also having a great impact on 

everyone they met. Among 

their many community service 

and Christian ministries, they 

were also instrumental in the 

mentoring of pastors who 

eventually founded at least five 

churches. 

Clayton worked at the veteri-

nary hospital doing the mainte-

nance work. He also cared for 

his nieces and nephews for his 

sisters from time to time. 

The Vanderbilt’s had some 

close friends in Durham, one 

of those being Lillian Blood-

worth who had family in Alle-

ghany County. So, following 

the death of Clayton’s father, 

Clayton and his mother moved 

to Sparta in the early 1990’s, 

joining their friends, the 

Bloodworths, who had recently 

moved to Sparta as well.  

Clayton and his mom moved to 

Lee Street where Mrs. Vander-

bilt became an active member 

of the community, serving on 

the Council on Aging Board 

for a number of years and 

holding Bible studies in her 

home. Clayton went to work at 

the Adult Development Voca-

tional Program where he con-

tinues to go daily. Participants 

pack fiber material that serves 

to reinforce and strengthen 

concrete. 

When Clayton and his mother 

moved to Sparta they became 

active members of Friendship 

Church in the Vox community. 

Clayton had charge of the 

sound system while there, 

making sure microphones were 

working and the sound was 

good on Sunday mornings and 

at other special events held at 

the church. 

In 1999, Clayton married Bar-

bara Woodie and they made 

their home in the Ridgeview 

Apartments directly across 

from the Sparta Farmer’s mar-

ket where Clayton still resides. 

They were married for five 

years before she died from 

several health issues.  In Clay-

ton’s apartment you still see 

evidence of their love in pic-

tures on display. There is also 

a plaque that reads “Barbara’s 

Kitchen” as you enter that 

room. 

About five years ago, Clayton, 

wanting to attend church regu-

larly again, was made aware of 

Sparta United Methodist 

Church’s transportation minis-

try. He got in touch with the 

church and arranged a ride to 

church on the church bus. 

Since, he has become a faithful 

member in the worship service 

and the John Woodruff Sunday 

School class.  

Clayton’s extended family gets 

together every Christmas and 

Clayton always enjoys this get-

together. He stays several days 

in Durham and enjoys seeing 

all of his nieces and nephews 

and his great nieces and neph-

ews and their families. 

If you were to visit Clayton at 

home, you would likely find 

him watching one of his favor-

ite sports on television. He is 

especially fond of professional 

baseball and college softball.  

He also follows the local high 

school teams. 

But perhaps one of his most 

enjoyable activities is going 

out to eat. His favorite restau-

rants are JB’s Pizzeria and 

Subs and Mountain Surf.  He is 

also a regular at Grace Kitchen 

every Wednesday at SUMC. 

Of course, he also likes to talk 

about going to Tweetsie Rail-

road earlier this year. 

Yes, Clayton lives life to the 

fullest. He is a member of the 

SUMC family and anyone 

would enjoy a chat with him. If 

you haven’t had that oppor-

tunity, make sure you find him 

at the next church gathering. 

Your life would be made fuller 

as well. 

Clayton & Barbara 

Let it be the one desire of my heart, to be as my Master; to do, not my 

own will, but the will of Him that sent me.                            -John Wesley 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS  

By Alan Sears 

u

m

m 

Church Council Briefs 

Submitted by Donald Cobb 

The following are highlights from the August 13, 2018 Church Council meeting: 

• An update was given regarding the community meal being planned for November to help defray the costs of the building 

use. 

• Heard a report from the Finance Committee regarding the church budget.  A discussion was held regarding a study of budg-

etary giving for the past two years.  The comparison indicated our church had 110 giving units each year and the amount of 

giving was relatively unchanged. 

• Membership reported there had been seven new members since the last report. 

• Approved donating 30 chairs in storage as well as the extra piano in the choir room to the Junior Alleghany Musicians 

(JAM) group.  

• A discussion was held regarding “A Way Forward” for the United Methodist Church.  Our conference is suggesting church-

es begin discussing the issues involved with A Way Forward.  The final report of the Commission on a Way Forward has 

been released and can be found on the Western North Carolina Conference website which is www.wnccumc.org.  Once on 

the website, click on “Commission On A Way Forward Resources,” then click on “Way Forward Report Released in All 

Four Official Languages of General Conference.”  Scroll down the page and click on the link to the English version to get 

the report.  A decision was made to review the report and have further discussions at the next Church Council meeting. 

Honorary Volley Ball 

Players 

David & Dora Sue Smith 

Some call them “cheerleaders” others call them honorary 

volley ball players, but come around the Pugh Outreach 

Center on any given Tuesday at 4:00 and it’s likely you’ll 

find David and Dora Sue. Sometimes they’re called on to 

make an out of bounds call. But whatever their roll, they 

are part of Prime Time Volleyball.  

Hats off to these two sports! 

• Thank you to Judge Doughton for speaking at the August Breakfast Meeting and to all that turned out to hear 

him. 

• The September Breakfast has been added back to the schedule.  Please add September 16th to your UMM 

Breakfast calendar. 

• The Festival of Tables is on Saturday October 6th.  This is an opportunity for the men of the church to serve 

the United Methodist Women in a very festive atmosphere.  We will need 10 to 12 men to serve the meal and 

to keep the tables supplied with beverages.  This is the highlight of the UMM’s service projects so plan to be a 

part of the fun. 

• Our October Breakfast Meeting will include election of Officers for 2019.  

UMM – Helping Men Grow in Christ, So Others May know Christ. 

http://www.wnccumc.org
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 Responding to a need at the Solid Rock Food 

Closet, the following items were collected at the 

August 8 monthly UMW meeting and delivered 

the next day: 10 bags of rice, 11 bags of beans, 12 

jars of peanut butter, 2 boxes of macaroni and 

cheese, 20 assorted can goods, 4 boxes of spaghet-

ti, 2 bottles of ketchup and 1 cake mix. 

 Responding to a need for Christmas gifts for the 

children in Armenia, 38 shoeboxes filled with pa-

per, pencils, toothbrushes, coloring books and 

crayons, socks and baby items were delivered to the Mission 

Response Center on August 14th.  These boxes will join other 

boxes collected in the Western North Carolina and Carolina 

Conference churches and will be shipped in containers with 

other needed items before the end of the year. 

Responding to a need for UMCOR school kits and non-food/

toiletry items at the Food Closet, the Sparta UMW ladies pre-

pared a spaghetti and meatball lunch for the August Mission 

Meal.  Proceeds (over $700) will be used to purchase paper, 

pencils, erasers and rulers for the school kits and shampoo, 

deodorant, toothpaste, laundry detergent , liquid dishwashing 

soap, bath soap, body lotion, baby diapers and feminine prod-

ucts for the Food Closet. 

Responding to a need for little dresses for girls and shorts 

for boys, the Sharon Sewing Circle will meet on Monday, 

September 10th.  The UMCOR school kits will also be assem-

bled at the same time.  A special invitation has been issued to 

the Kernersville Moravian ladies to attend and lunch will be 

prepared.  Everyone is welcome to help.  Please contact Mar-

garet Connor if you plan to attend so enough food will be 

ready. 

Responding to a need for more information about domestic 

violence, Lee Cornett from D.A.N.A. will present the pro-

gram at the monthly meeting on September 12 at 6:30pm in 

the Outreach Meeting Room.  Everyone is invited hear Lee 

speak.  

Responding to a need is Faith-Hope-Love in Action 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

u
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We have received notification from Operation Christmas Child 

regional coordinators, Dan and Kathy Abernathy that it is time 

to start getting ready to put together OCC shoeboxes for the 

holiday season.   

Our church will serve again as the Collection Relay Center dur-

ing the week of November 12-19.  We will be asking soon for 

volunteers to help receive, count and pack the boxes Monday 

thru Friday from 3pm to 6pm, Saturday from 10am to 12:30pm 

and on Sunday from 11am to 4pm.   

OCC boxes and labels will soon be available in the hall outside 

the sanctuary for your use.  Please remember to include a check 

in the amount of $9 payable to Samaritan’s Purse with Opera-

tion Christmas Child on the memo line to cover the shipping 

costs.   

If you want to start shopping now, here is a list of recommend-

ed items for the shoeboxes.  Age categories are: 2-4 years old, 5

-9 years old, and 10-14 years old.  For more information, please 

contact Beverlee Scott at 336-372-4876. 

Toys – Include items that children will immediately embrace 

such as dolls, toy trucks, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, 

yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and/or make noise.  

Please include extra batteries. 

School Supplies – Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or 

markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar 

calculators, coloring and picture books. 

Hygiene Items – Toothbrush, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), 

comb, washcloths. 

Other – Tee shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy 

jewelry, watches, flashlights (again with extra batteries). 

You may include a personal note and photo to the child, and, if 

you include your name and address, the child may write back to 

you. 

Do Not Include – candy, toothpaste, used or damaged items, 

war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures, 

chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, 

breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers (plastic 

cups or bowls are ok), aerosol cans.  

It’s Time to Prepare for 

Operation Christmas Child 
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Vacation Bible School Hosts 40 Plus Children 

If you were fortunate enough to walk the halls during VBS this year you 

would have been very blessed. Sounds of more than forty children singing, 

laughing and learning Bible verses filled the air. 

What a wonderful week. 
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Just for Giggles 

A man in Topeka, Kansas decided to write a book about 

churches around the country. He started by flying to San 

Francisco and started working East from there.  

Going to a very large church, he began taking photo-

graphs and making notes. He spotted a golden telephone 

on the vestibule wall and was intrigued with the sign 

which read “$10,000 a minute”. Seeking out the pastor, 

he asked about the phone and the sign. 

The pastor answered that this golden phone was, in fact, 

a direct line to heaven and if he paid the price he could 

talk directly to God.  

The man thanked the pastor and continued on his way. 

As he continued to visit churches in Seattle, Salt Lake, 

Denver, Chicago, Milwaukee, and all around the United 

States, he found more phones with the same sign and the 

same answer from each pastor.   

Finally, he arrived in the lovely Blue Ridge Mountains at 

Sparta United Methodist Church. Upon entering the 

church, behold he saw the usual golden telephone. But 

this time the sign read “Calls 25 cents”.  

Fascinated, he asked to speak to the pastor. “Reverend, 

I’ve been in cities all across the country and in each 

church I’ve found this golden telephone and have been 

told it’s a direct line to heaven and that I could talk direct-

ly to God. But in other churches the cost was $10,000 a 

minute. Your sign reads “25 cents a call. Why?”  

The pastor, smiling benignly, replied,  “Son, you're in the 

South now. It's a local call.”  

First of all, WHOSOEVER will make a U-turn on the 
“Road of Repentance”. 

Then make a Right onto “Believeth Boulevard”. 

Keep straight and go through the Green Light which is 
Jesus Christ. 

From there, you must turn onto the “Bridge of Faith”, 
which is over troubled waters. 

 

When you get off the bridge, make a Right turn and Keep 
Straight. 

You are on the “King’s Highway” – heaven bound. 

Keep going for three miles: One for the Father, One for 
the Son, and One for the Holy Ghost. 

Then exit off onto “Grace Boulevard”. 

 

From there make a right turn on “Gospel Lane”. 

Keep Straight and then make another Right on “Prayer 
Boulevard”. 

As you go on your way, do not yield to temptation. 

Also, avoid Sin Street because it is a Dead End. 

 

Pass up on “Envy Drive” and “Hate Avenue”. Also pass 
“Hypocrisy Street” and “Gossiping Lane” and 
“Backbiting Boulevard”. 

But you have to go down “Long-suffering Lane”, 
“Persecution Boulevard”, and “Trials and Tribulations 
Avenue”. 

From there make another Right onto “Peace Street”. 

 

Keep Straight and you will come to the parking lot of 
“Immortality.” It’s alright to park there. 

Get out of the body and junk it. Go into the building not 
make by hands. 

Sit down and talk to KING JESUS. 

Tell Him all about your troubles and dwell in His house 
FOREVER. 

Directions to Heaven 

Author Unknown 

Submitted by Martha Allred 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Rev. Bob Miller 
Pastor 

Ben Gatton 
Assistant Pastor 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

 

Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 

pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of each month 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 
 

 

Loving God 

Loving Everyone 

Following Jesus 


