
  

SEPTEMBER 2016 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Upcoming Events 

 

Wednesdays 12:00    Lunch with the Pastor 

Wednesdays  5:30pm    ROCK 

Wednesdays  6:30pm    FUSION 

September 11 12:00     Mission Meal 

September 12 10:00am              Sharon Sewing Circle 

September 14 6:30pm    UMW Monthly Meeting 

September 18 8:00am    UMM Breakfast 

October 1 10:00am   Silent Auction 

October 1 10:30am   Festival of Tables 

 

 

Summer has just flown by!  Our kick off 

for this year is Wednesday September 7.  

ROCK is for children ages 4 years—fifth 

grade.  We hope your children will join us 

each Wednesday from 5:30—6:30 for Scripture, games 

and community service. 

September Mission Meal 
Sunday September 11 

Tenderloin, Potatoes  & Slaw 

 

Proceeds will go to 

ROCK & Big Sigh Ministries 

As I write this article I am sit-

ting on a couch in our fellow-

ship hall with nervous anticipa-

tion as I wait for school to end 

and for the teens of our com-

munity to come to the first day 

of our after school program. 

We have had such an action 

packed and ministry-filled 

summer with Fusion and I am 

constantly blown away by 

what God is doing in the lives 

of teenagers (and even us 

adults) through the ministries 

this church makes possible.  

 

After we got back from our 

missions trip to Charlotte, the 

focus for the summer shifted to 

our Trojan shopping center 

outreach, small group disciple-

ship, and our new after school 

outreach to teens. 

 

The Trojan shopping center 

“sidewalk carnival” was 

formed out of a partnership 

between Fusion and the Solid 

Rock Food closet. Each week 

the teens and our adult volun-

teers set up a small “carnival” 

with games, science experi-

ments, face painting, snow 

cones, and art projects. This 

created a fun environment for 

children in the community and 

gave our teens an opportunity 

to put their faith into action 

and practice building relation-

ships in the community to 

share the love of Christ.  It was 

also a new way for the Food 

Closet to identify new families 

in need of help, and get critical 

food into the hands of folks 

who needed it.  

 

We all developed relationships 

with members of our commu-

nity that I believe we would 

not have formed in any other 

way. Many of these friendships 

that were started on the side-

walk are people that we now 

know and recognize in town so 

(Continued on page 6) 

News 

By 

Ben Gatton 

The United Methodist Women  

Presents 

A Silent Auction 

Saturday October 1st   10:00 am 
At 

The Festival of Tables 
 

Proceeds to Benefit 

The Children’s Feeding Program  

and  

UMW Scholarship Fund 

 

 

Can you donate? 

Handcrafted Items 

Service to be performed 

New or Like - New Items 

 

If you would like to donate an item, you may bring it to the 
church on Friday September 30 from Noon to 4pm or call   

Beverlee Scott @ 336.372.4876 to make arrangements to have 
an item picked up or left with her before Friday. 
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Opening to Faith 

            By Pratt Davis 

 

I have been waiting for inspiration to start an article for a couple 
of weeks now.  It seems like every day brings disturbing news 
of shooting, ambushes, mayhem, and armed security in the 
streets of cities.  Reports show politicians ranting and raving.  
Where is the inspiration in any of that?  I don’t think I have a 
thing to say.  And then last night I go into the study to close the 
curtain as the last little light of sunset has faded.   

 

Through the limbs of the tree I see a most incredible moon just 
above the horizon.  I spend a few minutes just looking and I 
remember a poem I heard maybe 15 years ago.  I was at a con-
ference of Dreams and Spirituality.  One of the presenters 
played a recording of poet David Whyte reading his poem 
Faith, but I remembered the poem as Moon Over Cold Snow.  
This little poem captures the faith of one who has no faith. 

 

The faith described here is not one of creeds or doctrines, not 
found in theology or sermons, but a faith felt in the body, 
opened by the senses.  It resonates with me because this feels 
like the faith Jesus shows us, the faith that comes from touching 
the Holy that runs through all of life.  That feels like the kind of 
faith that I need to tap into right now. 

 

From all the angst and anger, all the rage and disconnection in 
the culture, perhaps we can feel a glimmer of something better 
coming.  Often throughout history and told in stories and 
myths, the times when things fall apart mark the opening to a 
new beginning.  That is true both when things fall apart in our 
own lives, in the lives of those we love, and in the world.  The 
old rules don’t work anymore.  We can shut down and cling to 
the old order where we become like pillars of stone, or we can 
open to the tiny crescent of moonlight coming from outside 
ourselves and move into a place of a more tender heart and 
deeper compassion, a place of connection and relationship. 

 

Bless Google.  I googled David Whyte poem Moon Over Cold 
Snow and it found Faith – David Whyte.  When I clicked on that 
choice, it took me to the David Whyte website and pulled up 
the poem I remembered with its correct name, Faith.  Not only 
was the poem there for me to read, the little box said Listen in 
the lower left corner.  When I clicked on Listen there was Da-
vid Whyte in that unforgettable gravelly voice reading his po-
em.  I sat in the near dark in my sunroom and listened – soaking 
in this man’s expression of an opening of faith. 

May we all find our own special “first prayer that opens me to 
faith.” 

Today in the early morning sun, two hummers are circling the 
planter of yellow, and purple, and white flowers on our deck.  
May we all find our own special “first prayer that opens me to 
faith.” 

Faith 

I want to write about faith, 

     about the way the moon rises 

        over cold snow, night after night, 

faithful even as it fades from fullness, 

     slowly becoming that last curving and impossible 

          sliver of light before the final darkness. 

But I have no faith myself 

      I refuse it even the smallest entry. 

Let this then, my small poem, 

     like a new moon, slender and barely open, 

          be the first prayer that opens me to faith. 

 

  -- David Whyte 

      from Where Many Rivers Meet  

We have experienced good 
progress over the last several 
weeks and look forward to the 
progress in the coming months. 
The steps are now installed 
which is allowing us to begin 
outside work.  The windows 
have been installed and other 
preparations are in progress so 
brickwork can begin shortly. 

Meanwhile, Electrical, Plumb-
ing and Heating & Air are be-
ing made ready for inspection. 
The back parking lot is com-
plete and will be paved after it 
has settled and continues to be 
packed. In the next several 
days we will be bring in the 
power and gas lines. 

We will also be installing a 
privacy fence between our 
Outreach Center and our 
neighbors house. This will al-
low us separation and allow 

them a little more privacy. It 
will be a white PVC fence 
which will match the trim 
around the windows. 

The new grassed areas have 
enjoyed the gracious rain 
showers and are growing well. 
Grading in front of the building 
will start in several months. 
We need to lower the level of 
the current parking area direct-
ly in front as well as dig a new 
line for the water and sewer. 

There is still a lot to do and we 
feel blessed to have the oppor-
tunity to do something to allow 
us to grow our ministries and 
glorify God. If you would like 
to help, continue to pray for 
success and if you pray in front 
of or in the building, please be 
cautious and it’s best to do 
when the workers are not 
working. 

In Christ’s Love,                 
Larry Prince 

Building  

Update 

http://www.davidwhyte.com/rivers.html
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Mission Meal News 
The Woodruff Sunday School Class hosted a Sal-

ad Smorgasbord for our July Mission meal. 

Approximately $300 was raised and will be  

donated to the Blue Ridge Christian School to 

help buy curriculum supplies. 

 

The August Mission Meal was hosted by the 

UMW.  They prepared 

spaghetti and meatballs, salad and desserts.  

Proceeds totaled more than $500 and will go to 

UMCOR to prepare relief kits. 

 

The Fellowship Sunday School class will prepare 

the next Mission Meal on September 11.  The 

menu will be pork tenderloin, potatoes, slaw, Mar-

garet’s bread (shouldn’t that have a patent?), and 

desserts.  Proceeds for this meal will go to Big 

Sigh Ministries and the ROCK Children’s Ministry. 

 
 
Greg and Waynna have 
been married for 18 years 

and have two beautiful and 
intelligent daughters, Isabel-
la age 13 and Mattie age 7.  
Both girls attend Piney 
Creek School. 
 
Isabella will be going into 
the eighth grade this year. 
She is a member of the Jun-
ior Beta Club and has main-
tained the Principal's list 
since third grade. She loves 
to read. She enjoys playing 
softball, singing in the 
church choir, and is a mem-
ber of the church youth 
group.  
 

Mattie will be going into 
second grade. She is an avid 
reader. She enjoys spending 
her time reading, dancing, 
and plays basketball.   
 
Alleghany County has al-
ways been home to all the 
Wyatts with only Wyanna 
living out of the area for a 
few years.  Greg works in 
Research  and Development  
at Pioneer Eclipse. He has 
been employed there for 
over 20 years. Waynna is a 
registered nurse who works 
at Wake Forest Baptist Med-
ical Center in the emergency 
department and in Forensic 
nursing. She has been a RN 
for 16.  
 

Greg, Waynna and the girls 
enjoy spending time in na-
ture. They enjoying hiking 
and canoeing as a family.  
 
Waynna and Greg both grew 
up in the Missionary Baptist 
Church.  About ten years 
ago they became Methodist 
and attended First United 
Methodist Church in Galax 
for a number of years. One 
Sunday Waynna asked Greg 
if he wanted to go to Sparta 
United Methodist Church 
and see what it was about.  
It was a fit for them have 
been members of Sparta 
UMC for seven years. 
 

Please say hello to this  
beautiful family! 

Getting to Know Our Church Family  
Spotlight on 

Greg & Waynna  

Wyatt 

Isabella & Mattie 

A personal thank you to everyone 
who helped with VBS!  It was very 
spiritually rewarding worshiping and 

growing together.  We were able to serve 50 
children and that is a true blessing. I hope that 
all were blessed!  Thanks again..                                             
Talina 

        Lunch  

With the Pastor 

Wednesdays 12:00 - 1:00 

Bring your lunch to enjoy as we share our 

thoughts on weekly readings. 

 

Thank you from the Corine Bare Family 

Thank you for the potted daisy you sent at mom’s passing.  She truly enjoyed serving your church all these years.  We 

truly appreciate your thoughts and prayers.  Mom and our family are blessed to have had our paths cross.    
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD!   

Adult Choir Wednesdays from 5:00-6:00pm 

Christmas Cantata practice now meeting Wednesdays from 6:00-6:30pm 

Adult Bells for Christmas, call the church office to sign up! 

Children’s choir and bells for Christmas:  Sign your child up in the church office 

Youth readers, singers, instrumentalists for Christmas:  If you are interested in participat-

ing in the Christmas Season worship using your talents, please text Jacqueline at  

(336) 337-0401 with your name and interest. 

 

Let’s make this Christmas Season a true church-wide celebration experience! 

UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 
 

At our June UMM Breakfast we heard from 

Ben about the incredible mission and witness 

that the Fusion Group provided in Charlotte. I 

know all of us were filled with pride and joy 

when we heard that they went back to the mis-

sion field instead of a day at Carowinds.  

Thank you for representing God’s grace from 

Alleghany County. 

We had a great turnout for breakfast at our August meet-

ing.  Those in attendance were blessed by the message 

brought by Sherriff Bryan Maines.  Accompanying Sher-

riff Maines was his wife Beth, son Corey and his wife 

Courtney. 

In addition to a great breakfast and message, the men vot-

ed to make some significant donations to two worthy caus-

es.  The first was a donation of $500.00 to our youth 

groups to be used for furniture in the new building.  The 

second donation, which was entirely unexpected by the 

recipients, was $1,000.00 for the Guatemala Mission Trip.  

The Kilmartin family will be going on this working mis-

sion trip organized by Oak Ridge United Methodist 

Church.  Thank you for representing God’s grace from 

SUMC! 

If that wasn’t enough blessings for the morning, we had 

another via the United Methodist Women.  Beverly Scott 

presented the UMM with a check in the amount of $575.00 

representing a share of the proceeds from the Hwy 21 Yard 

Sale. 

Don’t miss the fellowship and blessings!  Plan now to at-

tend the next breakfast on September 18th, at 8:00 AM.  

You’ll leave both physically and spiritually full.  

u

m

m 

Thank you United Methodist Women and  

SUMC Congregation. 

The UMW Workday held on August 27 was a big success! 

Seventeen women from the church participated in prepar-

ing UMCOR Relief Supply Kits.  These kits help provide 

care for people in time of crisis. 

With your generous donations to the August Mission Meal 

provided by the UMW, the women made 8 Layette Kits, 8 

Birthing Kits, 10 School Bags, 10 Dress Kits, and 12 

Health Kits, plus numerous Prayer Shawls and Little 

Dresses.  What wonderful gifts to those in need! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENING 

              By Beverlee Scott
 

At our unit meetings, at District events and 

Conference gatherings, we have a phrase 

that best describes the UMW as an ‘action 

verb’.  The Sparta UMW has certainly been 

in action these past few weeks with the Hwy 

21 Yard Sale and the August Mission Meal.  

Proceeds in excess of $1750 were shared 

with the Fusion Youth Group and the Unit-

ed Methodist Men from the yard sale.   

Our thanks go to everyone who donated items to sell, 

helped set up the tables and tents in early morning light 

and volunteered their time throughout the day to make 

this event a success.   

We had a huge crowd stay for the Mission Meal following 

the Sunday service preached so heartwarmingly by Rev. 

Jacqueline Tookey.  We served about 105 hungry church-

goers and lost count of the takeout boxes we prepared.  

Proceeds in excess of $500 purchased supplies needed to 

assemble UMCOR kits.  

Another thank you goes out to everyone who filled a 

Christmas shoebox for Project AGAPE.  We collected 24 

boxes which will be delivered to the Mission Response 

Center near Lake Norman.  Can you imagine the happy, 

smiling faces when the boxes are distributed? 

 The tickets for the October 1st Festival of Tables are now 

on sale.  We will have 10 decorated tables this year.  The 

tickets go fast, so get yours as soon as possible.  This 

year’s speaker is Sandra Johnson from Triad Ladder of 

Hope.  Triad Ladder of Hope is a privately funded faith-

based non-profit dedicated to eradicating human traffick-

ing in our communities.  This is a timely subject for our 

state. 

The Sharon Sewing Circle will meet again on September 

12th – one week later than usual because of the Labor Day 

holiday.  The next monthly meeting will be on Wednes-

day, September 14th at 6:30 PM.  Pratt Davis will give the 

program.  As always, we invite every woman to attend 

and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action.   

u

m 

W 

 

 

The Fellowship Sunday School class, led by Larry 
Myers, is studying Paul's 2nd letter to Timothy.  

This study will close out the Pauline letters with a 
study of Philemon.  Please join us in the Fellowship 

classroom at 10 am.  

We look forward to seeing you! 

Please Join Us 
Volunteers Needed 

Medi Home Hospice is in need of volunteers 

for companionship, giving a caregiver a break 

or helping in the office.  Contact Jennifer Richard-

son, Volunteer Coordinator for more information @ 

336.372.8018. 

The teens and adult volunteers of the Fusion Teen Ministry 

would like to say a special thank you to the Sparta United 

Methodist Men’s & Women’s groups. The UMW generously 

gave a portion of the proceeds from the July yard sale to 

Fusion and the UMM gave a donation to the new after 

school program that Fusion is getting off the ground this 

year. Thank you for making such a wonderful commitment 

to the ministry to the teens in our community! 

Thank  

You 

2016 Flower Calendar 

Please consider enhancing our worship 

service by placing flowers in honor or 

memory of someone special.  The Flower 

Calendar can be found on the wall outside the church 

office.  The cost is $20 for one arrangement or $40 for 

two.  Checks can be made out to SUMC and given to 

Donna.  Unless otherwise specified, Sparta Florist will 

deliver the flowers on your Sunday. 
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The Solid Rock Food Closet 
A ministry of the 

June 22, 2016 
 
Sparta United Methodist Church 
190 North Main Street 
Sparta, NC 
 
Dear Pastor Bob, 
 
Thank you so much for the use of your facility for Empty 
Bowls 2016.  The fellowship hall and the adjoining rooms 
provided us the necessary space to conduct a successful fund-
raiser.  Your Bronze level support of the Backpack program 
at Solid Rock Food Closet was critical for the success of the 
fundraiser. 
 
Your Bronze level sponsorship demonstrates to the commu-
nity your commitment to help our children in Alleghany 
County.  Such dedication helps to define the level of involve-
ment necessary to sustain this effort. 
 
Unfortunately, Alleghany County continues to have a very 
high rate of child hunger (28.0%).  This percentage translates 
to 580 food insecure children.  Our singular focus is to feed 
these children.  Your sponsorship at the Bronze level is criti-
cal to our continuing this program. 
 
This sponsorship is much appreciated and will be used con-
scientiously in our ongoing mission of helping to feed the 
hungry children in Alleghany County.  May God bless each 
and every one of you.  
 
Sincerely, 

Larry 
Larry R. Myers 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 
John & Disa Wishon September 14              Jonathan Scott & Colette Nester       September 19 

Sandy Lovett         Sept 1 
Paul Church         Sept 2 
Sylvia McLawhorn  Sept 3 
Forrest Edwards     Sept 5 
Garrett Wishon       Sept 5 
Connie Edwards     Sept 11  
Emily Fry  Sept 11 
Nancy Hall  Sept 11 
Donna King  Sept 11 

Susan Miles  Sept 11 
Ken Lewis  Sept 12 
Rosalee Atwood Sept 13 
Linnea Miller  Sept 14 
Talina Pipes  Sept 14 
Alice Wilson  Sept 14 
Larry Myers  Sept 15 
Tom Smith  Sept 15 
Libby Banks  Sept 18 

Minnie Lou Irwin Sept 19 
Jack Kilmartin  Sept 21 
Donna Myers  Sept 23 
Taylor Nester  Sept 25 
Martha McKnight Sept 26 
Eugene Smith  Sept 28 
Tom Zak  Sept 28 
Rose Dukes  Sept 29 

that the work of the summer 

sidewalk outreach extends 

into the fall and beyond! 

 

As the school year begins to 

ramp up, Fusion is going into 

full swing as well. We had 16 

teens at this week’s Wednes-

day night event, and are con-

tinuing to see new students 

join our group. Fusion’s mis-

sion is “To create a commu-

nity where people can experi-

ence the love of Jesus 

(possibly for the first time)”.  

 

I have been so pleased to see 

that within the first year of 

Fusion’s ministry we have 

grown a true community of 

teens from different schools, 

different churches, and dif-

ferent backgrounds. This type 

of community is fertile soil 

that allows discipleship to 

blossom and grow.  We are 

making some big changes to 

Fusion this school year to 

help grow the community 

aspect of the program and 

allow more teens in the com-

munity to join us. 

 

Wednesday nights are transi-

tioning more into a time for 

intentional discipleship and 

study of the Bible (there will 

still be some fun games too!), 

and we are beginning a new 

after school ministry to great-

er reach out to other teens 

who are not currently a part 

of our program. Every Mon-

day and Thursday afternoon 

the church will be open to 

teens. There will be no struc-

tured activity, simply a fun 

and safe place to hang out. 

Each week we transform the 

fellowship hall into a game 

room and snack shop and we 

have also created a study and 

homework lounge in one of 

the Sunday school class-

rooms. Needless to say, I can 

not wait until we are able to 

utilize the new building for 

this program! 

 

While there has been a lot of 

hard work put into building 

space and programs for teens 

in the community, please join 

me as a church to pray that 

teens show up, feel at home, 

and experience the trans-

formative love of Christ 

while they are here. Many of 

you often ask how you can 

help with Fusion, and while 

we have been blessed by the 

gifts and donations of many 

of you, what we need more 

than anything right now are 

your prayers. Please join me 

in inviting God to do a won-

derful and amazing thing in 

the lives of our teens. 

(Continued from page 1)  FUSION 
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FULL STEAM AHEAD!  Big Sigh Ministries   

Big Sigh Ministries is marching on with ministries to serve clergy persons, the local churches they pastor, and 

pastors families.  Here’s how: 

GRACE BREAK:  Planning for Renewal Leaves, September, October and November workshops for 

pastors.  These workshops include education by the Tookeys on the five “Ps” of Renewal Leaves:  

Problem Solving, Prescription, Promise, Permission, and Planning, video interviews with Western 

North Carolina Pastoral Care professionals, District Superintendents, Bishop Larry Goodpaster, minis-

ters, and congregational leadership. 

GRACE BREAK:  Caring for Our Pastor, an eight-week, small group study for church leaders currently 

in pilot program stage with the SPRC of Sparta United Methodist Church.  This small group study is 

geared to help church leadership teams understand the stresses upon their pastor, discover their current 

church culture, make plans for growth and support of the congregation and pastor, as well as build sup-

port and communication for their pastor to take renewal leaves when appropriate. 

GRACE BREAK:  Pastors and Their Families , a weekend retreat model for pastors and their families 

to experience much needed rest, relaxation, and renewal, and reconnect with one another in a retreat 

environment. 

 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP!  

 Prayer:  Please keep this important renewal ministry in your prayers.  This is God’s ministry and we 

want to continually follow Him. 

 Financial Support:  

On Sunday, September 11th, the mission meal proceeds will be equally distributed between 

Big Sigh Ministries and the children’s ROCK ministry.  Plan to bring your friends and family, 

worship together, and stay for lunch! 

 

Also, there will be a craft table with some of Jacqueline’s crocheted crafts: stuffed ani-

mals, ponchos, hats, scarves, baby items, etc.  All craft proceeds of the day will go to 

Big Sigh Ministries and you can get a jump on your Christmas shopping! 

Nurture Committee Information 

The purpose of the Nurture Committee is to pro-

vide meals during serious illness/recovery or in 

the case of a death.  Please contact Jane Sloop 

@ 336.372.4848 or the church office @ 

336.372.4441 if these services are needed. 

UMAR is a group home 

that is the beneficiary of 

our Father’s Day Bulletin. 

This is a thank you from 

a resident. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your gener-

ous donation to UMAR.  Your gift 

and support means a lot to so many 

adults with disabilities like myself.  It 

helps us to be able to get what we 

need and to live a happy life. 

                                Love,  Helen 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 

around the world. 


