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PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
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E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

bengatton@umcsparta.com 
music@umcsparta.com 

 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 
around the world. 

  

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was  
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.   

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death….even death on a cross.  Therefore God highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:5-11)  
 
 This morning I was scanning through the news on my computer when I came across 
this article that thoroughly upset me and I would like to share a few of my thoughts on 
this.  Patrick Rushing, mayor of Airway Heights, a small town just outside of Spokane, 
Washington, posted on his Facebook account some very ugly, racist comments about 
President Obama and Mrs. Obama.  To me, these comments sounded much like the 
many things that Hitler was known to say about Jewish people.  I am offended by this 
on several accounts which really have nothing to do with politics other than the office 
of President is the highest elected office in America and as such it should be at least 
respected.  Regardless of one’s political preference, regardless of how one feels about 
any particular president, it just seems to me that as Americans we ought to at least be 
decent toward other people, even those we might not like.  We are living in a time of 
great tension on many fronts, race being one of these areas, and for someone to go 
around making ugly racists comments is like throwing gasoline on an already burning 
fire.  I am so disturbed by our great polarization that we are experiencing in this won-
derful country that we live in.  It seems like we have reached the we/they mindset 
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CHURCHES ~ GROWING OR DECLINING 
HOW DOES SPARTA UMC OPERATE? 
1. “We Can vs. We Can’t” ~ Perhaps the biggest differences 
between growing churches and declining churches is the 
attitude around what’s possible.  Carmaker Henry Ford 
said, “Whether you believe you can or believe you can’t, 
you’re right.” Growing churches believe they grow. They 
have volunteers who are eager to serve. 

2. “Them vs. Us” ~ Growing churches focus most on the 
people they’re trying to reach.  They practice self-denial in 
order to show hospitality to reach others for Christ. Declin-
ing churches focus on themselves.  

3. “Principles vs. Preferences” ~ Declining churches focus on 
their member’s preferences.  Growing churches focus on 

the principles or strategies that will help them reach 
new people.  They focus on the principles that make a 
church great rather than personal choices. 

4. “Proactive vs. Reactive” ~ Growing churches choose 
their agenda and immediately attack issues that can 
impact their future.  Declining churches are reactive.  
Members determine the agenda and react to problems 
as they arise.  Most declining churches are so busy 
reacting to problems that they never get around to 
charting a course for the future.  Charting a course is a 
way to have the best possible future. 

 Growing churches have a strong bias for setting 
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which is a very dangerous posture to take.  I have to ask, 
when I come across things such as this, “Where is human 
decency?”  My grandmother taught me, by both word and ex-
ample, if you don’t can’t say something nice about someone 
then don’t say anything at all.  I try to follow that teaching and 
I truly wish someone like Mayor Rushing would do the same.   
 I don’t normally use this space and venue to moralize but 
there is a greater issue at hand that mere moralization and for 
that reason I am expressing myself.  Here is the greater rea-
son:  Mayor Rushing also posted, “I am a follower of Jesus 
Christ!”  Really?  No one who is a follower (it’s one thing to 
confess, its quite another to practice) of Jesus could possibly 
pull the dichotomy together of being a follower of Jesus and 
also being a racist, not to mention being basically descent 
toward others.  “What is the greatest commandment of all?” 
Jesus was asked and he answered, “The greatest command-
ment of all is to love the Lord Thy God with all thy mind, heart, 
soul, and strength, and another is just like it: to love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.”   
 The Barna survey group, in asking young people why they 
don’t embrace Christianity, even though 70% of those sur-
veyed said that they believe that Jesus can make a real differ-
ence in a person’s life, answered in essence that they reject 
the Christian faith because “Christians don’t embrace and live 
out the teachings of Jesus.”  When asked to give their impres-
sion of Christians, the top three impressions were 1) anti-gay, 
2) bigotry, and 3) hypocrisy.  That hurts a great deal.  It hurts 
me in my heart to think that young people in America would 
think of me (being a Christian) in terms just given.  Why?  Be-

A NOTE FROM PASTOR BOB (Continued from page 1) cause I (all of us) represent Jesus in this world and 
therefore I am to have “the same mind in me that was in 
Christ Jesus.”  Is this what I want people to think about 
Jesus?  As a follower of Jesus I am supposed to be 
someone who has studied the teachings of Jesus and 
am doing my best to follow those teachings and reflect 
the life of Christ to others.  Why is this such an important 
issue?  Paul says that he would “endure anything rather 
than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of 
Christ.” (I Corinthians 9:12)  Mr. Rushing, and anyone 
who speaks the way he has spoken, has already placed 
“an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ.”   
 I am very fortunate in that the people who have men-
tored me in the Christian faith set good examples for me 
and for this I am most thankful.  I want to be a good ex-
ample for others just as I know that you too want to be a 
good model and set a good example for others by 
“having the same mind in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
 It is a most powerful and important lesson to 
learn: there is a difference in believing and practicing, it 
is one thing to say that one is a believer, it is another 
thing altogether to be a follower of the One who is “the 
way, the truth and the life.”   
 God’s blessings to you and for you as you travel this 
road of life. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Bob  
   

BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
by Pastor Bob 
 I would like to offer to the fellowship of the SUMC an op-
portunity to participate in the Disciple Bible Study class.  This 
is without a doubt the best Bible study class that I have ever 
been a part of and the vast majority of students that have 
taken this class have believed it to be a life changing experi-
ence.  This class covers the entirety of the Bible, at least in 
scope and major themes of the Bible in a period of 34 weeks 
with the classes lasting roughly two hours.  The only require-
ment necessary is to have a heart that longs to have a closer 
walk with the Lord Jesus and a willingness to faithfully do the 
assigned readings and reflections and regularly participate in 
the class.  This is a bi-gender class so husbands and wives 
can take the class together or not.  I would like to start the 
class sometime in September so I need to hear from you if 

you are interested as materials 
have to ordered. 
 I am fairly open to the time for 
the class to meet (at least as 
best as I can) so it could be dur-
ing the day or in the eve-
ning.  This is a group participa-
tion class and I will serve as the 
facilitator and the class will work 
together n discussion and reflec-
tion based upon your daily reading assignments.   
 If you are interested in participating, please call the 
church office and let Donna know or if you have specific 
questions for me you may give me a call.  I do hope that 
you will give prayerful consideration to being a student/
class participant in this life changing event.  
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 The month of August will find the UMW quite busy.  On 
Sunday, August 9th the UMW will prepare and serve the 
Mission Meal.  The menu will include spaghetti with meat-
balls, tossed salad, homemade rolls and desserts.  Pro-
ceeds from the meal will be used to help purchase items for 
UMCOR mission kits.  Then on Saturday, August 29th the 
UMW will hold its annual Hands on Mission Workday.  Dur-
ing that day various mission kits will be assembled and 
packaged. 
 The UMW would like to thank the Woodruff Sunday 
School Class for their recent gift.  Their donation will be 
used for processing and shipping costs that enables the kits 
to be sent by UMCOR to areas in great need.  We are also 
appreciative of those who have already purchased items to 
be used in the school bags that will be prepared on our mis-
sion workday. Your donation to help fill these bags is 
needed.   

Each bag when completed contains the following:                                        
♦ 1 pair blunt end scissors (round tip only, no plastic scis-

sors) 
♦ 3 pads of paper (spiral or top-bound 150 sheets of 

loose leaf equals 1 pad) 
♦ 1 handheld pencil sharpener (at least an inch long) 
♦ 1- 30cm ruler (hard or flexible; plain or cartoon charac-

ters are acceptable with no advertisement) 
♦ 6 unsharpened pencils (no religious, patriotic, military 

or camouflage symbols) 
♦ 1 eraser (2 inch or larger; no religious, patriotic, military 

symbols) 
♦ 1 box 24-count box of crayons (only 24 count boxes) 
  
UMW member, Beverlee Scott has graciously agreed to 
deliver all our packaged and boxed kits to the WNCC UMW 
Annual Meeting at Lake Junaluska in September. 
The UMW would welcome anyone that would like to join us 
for our Mission Workday.  Come join us on August 29. 

There you will see how Faith-Hope-Love are in action to 
help others.  Also, the Sewing Circle meets the first Monday 
of each month at 10:00 am, note day change to the second 
Monday in September due to the Labor Day holiday.  Your 
help is needed and would be appreciated.  Please accept 
our invitation to join us for our general meeting on Wednes-
day, August 12th at 6:30 pm.  Come visit us and join in our 
fellowship as we seek to build a welcoming community. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 

THANK YOU 
We wish to thank all our friends who visited, brought food, 
sent cards, and called during my convalescence from 
knee surgery. 
   In His Love and Ours, 
   Frances, Maxwell, & Lori Cox 

‘Bring a Friend Day’ 
Medi-Home Health and Hospice 

Wednesday, August 12 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

If you or someone you know might be interested in 
learning more about becoming a hospice volunteer, 
stop by and visit with us that day, have some refresh-
ments and pick up information about our volunteer  

services. Come join us and ‘Bring a Friend!’ 
For more information, 

 contact Jennifer Richardson, 372-8018. 

THANK YOU for your support of UMAR through our 
Mother’s Day remembrance bulletin.  UMAR serves over 
400 individuals with disabilities through residential, voca-
tional, and cultural enrichment opportunities. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 
 Walter & Myra Hattrich August 2 Tom & Beth Lyon Smith August 2 
 Bill & Margaret Barker August 5 David & Dora Sue Smith August 8 
 Tommy & Jane Calhoun August 12 Jim & Margaret Connor August 16 
 Tara & Sam Walker August 17 Alan & Vickie Sears August 18 
 Gary & Carolyn Funkhouser August 24 Arnold & Mary Wagoner August 31 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Keith King  August 2 Tommy Calhoun August 3 Clayton Vanderbilt August 3 
Pam Andrews  August 6 Brant Banks  August 7 John Prescott  August 7 
Brooke Sandman August 7 Lawrence McClintick August 8 Victoria Phillips  August 9 
Linda Smith  August 10 Pam Souther  August 11 John Boyer  August 13 
David Dalton  August 15 Zachary Barricklow August 16 Gray Sloop  August 16 
Johnny Wishon August 17 Karen Saintsing  August 19 Jane Doughton  August 21 
Kyla Gatton  August 24 Scott Wilborn  August 27 Everett Dukes  August 28 
Sara Harper  August 28 Terrian Hall  August 30 Lauren Barricklow August 31 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING ~ July 2015 

Average monthly Sunday School Attendance 76 

Average monthly Worship Services 159 

Needed in July to meet the budget $15,448 

Received from congregation in July $16,975 

Total needed to date in 2015 $116,478 

Total received to date in 2015 $122,425 

AUGUST MISSION MEAL 
Sunday, August 9 at 12:00 pm  
This month’s Mission Meal will be prepared by the UMW with 
the proceeds going to purchase items to assemble UMCOR 
kits. The menu will be spaghetti and meatballs, salad, bread 
and yummy deserts.   

MISSION MEAL REPORT 
The July meal donations, after expenses, allowed us to divide 
$573.20 between the Director of Discipleship salary and the 
Food Closet for the “potato tractor.”  The September meal will 
be prepared by the “Dump Crew” (aka Fellowship Sunday 
school class) on September 13. Thank you for your generous 
donations and support of our Mission Meal outreach! 

NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve    

August September 

2-Ken Lewis 6-Max Cox 

9-Talina Pipes 13-Sylvia Truitt 

16-Carol Upchurch 20-Gayle Cobb 

23-Brenda Irwin 27-Ken Lewis 

30-Larry Prince  

MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS 
 Our next mission planning session will be Sunday, Au-
gust 16 at 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is in-
vited to attend and participate.  Please bring a covered-dish 
to share. 
 We are in need of additional Sunday bus drivers.  The 
time commitment is one Sunday a month from 9:20 am  
to pick up folks for 10:00 am Sunday school and then fol-
lowing the 11:00 am service approximately 40 minutes to 
get folks home.  Call Susan Miles, 657-7190 to help! 
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 Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.  I've been asked 

to share what the Thursday evening Ladies Bible study means 

to me and why it is a priority in my life.  To give a short history 

of where I have been to get where I am today:  I have been 

working in and out of church for the past eleven years and it 

has been an important part of my faith walk.  Sundays very 

quickly became a day of work and not a day of worship as 

many clergy and church staff experience. I have struggled to 

find a time to worship for myself without having responsibilities. 

It wasn't until I came to Sparta and Linda Wishon spoke to me 

about needing a Bible study.  I smiled and nodded because I 

thought it was a great idea but knew that I could not be the one 

to lead one.  She kept asking me about it for about a year and 

after listening to the Spirit I decided to offer a Bible study on 

Thursday evenings with childcare provided. Three of our youth 

(Anna Kilmartin, Garrett Wishon, and Molly Andrews) commit-

ted to childcare for free.  The quote about God equipping the 

called was evident in this leap of faith because I surely did not 

feel that I was a leader nor teacher for Adults! 

 After the first few study's our group grew to include ladies 

outside of Sparta UMC.  Our group is diverse in age, as well as 

where we are in life.  We have formed a strong bond and strive 

to live the way the Bible teaches us.  We encourage, uplift in 

prayer, laugh, cry, support, listen, and hold each other ac-

countable as we explore the Bible.  I have grown as a wife, 

mother, daughter, friend, and child of God because of this Bi-

ble study group.  This is my church worship!  Sundays for 

me are a day to help the children of our church learn about 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY by Talina Pipes 

God and grow in their faith.  The Ladies Bible study is 

my time of worship, no responsibilities to any person 

but myself, I just need to be present and give myself to 

God. 

 If you are struggling to have time with God and for 

whatever reason you are not growing with a Sunday 

school class or worship service, maybe a bible study is 

an answer for you.  I don't have the magic answer on 

how to find your worship time, a time where you give 

your whole self to growing in faith and communicating 

with God but I can offer you my experience in finding 

this, Prayer and the Bible.  Don't expect anyone to tell 

you or do it for you because you will be disappointed. 

You have to seek worship that fits where you are in this 

beautiful journey.  For now, my worship is with 10-12 

sisters that meet on Thursday evenings in the Fellow-

ship Hall from all walks of life.  I am a better child of 

God because of each lady there. 

 I encourage each of you to worship our God.  We 

need to read the scripture together as well as inde-

pendently.  We need to listen to one another as well as 

love each other. My spiritual life journey is bumpy and 

full of potholes but thank goodness for a church family 

that reaches out to help me up, teaches me ways to 

avoid the potholes, and God's grace that covers the 

potholes that I leave behind. 

Blessings and Peace, 

Talina Pipes 

their own agendas, seeing what the mission requires and 
deciding how to deal with it.  Leaders in a growing church 
refuse to yield to the agenda that would take them off mis-
sion.  As a result, they are far more effective. 

5. “Now vs. Eventually” ~ Growing churches act now.  Declin-
ing churches don’t actually say they won’t act, they’ll just say 
they’ll get to it “eventually,” or when the time is right.”  Great 
leaders and great teams banish the word “someday” from 
their vocabulary.  To be effective, you act.  Growing 
churches make a decision and move on with it.  They don’t 

CHURCHES~GROWING OR DECLINING (Continued from page 1) get stuck in the belief that talking 
about things solves things. 

 Please prayerfully contemplate 
these thoughts and consider 
how Sparta UMC operates.  As 
we grow in size may we grow in 
a spirit of love seeking God’s will for the ministries 
without and within.   

Remember our attitude is everything. 
(Adapted from an article from the Jefferson UMC newsletter, 

Jefferson, NC, June 2015 issue) 
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TRAVELING WITH OUR INNER GUIDE by Pratt Davis 
 At our recent Western North Carolina United Methodist An-
nual Conference we voted on a petition to send to General Con-
ference in 2016 for a change to The Book of Discipline.  As one 
person spoke to share his views, he talked about what God re-
quires of him and what he has to do to secure God’s approval.  
His view was totally opposite from mine.  The speaker reminded 
me of how very different ideas about God are found from person 
to person, even among Christians. 
 As I listened, I thought about how cultural thoughts and be-
liefs about God have changed over the millennia.  I remembered 
the Israelites thinking they were carrying God around on a small 
wooden chest.  That idea seems pretty primitive to me.  When I 
got back home, I Googled more information about the Ark and 
made some notes about it in a scrap of paper.  I thought it might 
make an interesting article if I started with the Ark and followed 
the thread of how the Old Testament describes the development 
of the Israelites' understanding of God.  I laid the scrap of paper 
with the description of the Ark on my little pile of various papers, 
bills, and stuff on my kitchen table.  Unbeknownst to me, this little 
description was about to reveal a far deeper meaning of the Ark. 
 My scrappy note says that the Ark was a portable wooden 
chest with a throne seat so God could be invisibly enthroned. The 
Ark signified divine nearness to guide Israel in their wandering, 
lead them in war, and be a medium for oracles.  Not very large, it 
was only about four feet long, two feet tall and two feet deep. 
 Every few days this scrap of paper with the description of the 
Ark surfaced from among my papers and I would read its descrip-
tion again.  Slowly I began to feel empathy for these people.  As I 
thought about the fact that they had no maps or GPS, I realized 
their information consisted of whatever a person could observe or 
hear for herself.  To have a supernatural power close at hand 
might mean the difference between life and death. 
 Go with me if you will on a journey back in time and place to 
the home of the Israelites about 3,000 years ago.  I am a highly 
intelligent Israelite woman, but I cannot read or write.  Only a 
very few learned men can do that.  I have overheard a few con-
versations among the men of my family when they talk about 
meeting travelers from far away places, but I just know about the 
few villages and the hills nearby where we move from place to 
place as the seasons change.  The sky is a dome and sun, 
moon, and stars move across the dome.  God sits on top of the 
tallest mountain on a throne, for God is surely like a mighty King.  
I know nothing about germs or atoms.  There is no science or 
technology.  I have a few simple tools to work the ground and to 
prepare meals, but not a machine is in sight. Communication 
means talking face to face.  A few tablets and scrolls may exist in 

the temple or a rare library, but I will never see them.  
I will not know more than my parents.  Disease and 
accident are a result of whether I have displeased 
God.   Half my children die at birth and if I live to be 
40 I will be considered a very old woman.  I follow the 
rules and make sacrifices in an effort to protect my 
family and me.  It is a marvelous thing when the men 
build an Ark of the Covenant so God can travel with 
us.  Now maybe we will be safer. 
 So my world would have been extremely small 
and limited compared to the lives we lead today.  Just 
staying alive would have been hard and perilous.  All 
my time would have been spent acquiring and prepar-
ing food as the tribe moved around trying to avoid war 
and finding the best place to stay for a while.  In the 
midst of such hardship it is no wonder that the Ark of 
the Covenant would have seemed so precious - it 
would have been a wonderful way to visualize Divine 
Presence. 
 Over the next few weeks as that little piece of yel-
low paper with its description of the Ark repeatedly 
surfaces to the top of my stack of papers and I re-read 
the description again, I find this image of a little band 
of nomads carrying God with them as they move 
around their stark environment taking on a life of its 
own.  I feel compassion for their struggles in daily liv-
ing.  I begin to feel the comfort they must have felt.  In 
an uncertain world where life was harsh it must have 
been a good feeling to know they had the help of 
Something stronger than they were.  How would I feel 
if I knew that the Lord of Life was moving around in 
my company, not just as an abstract thought but also 
as a living experience? 
 As I am writing this article I am also putting to-
gether some material for a Dreams and Spirituality 
study group.  One of our key topics is the importance 
of understanding images and metaphors in under-
standing our dreams.  We also talk about the human 
psychological map that includes a description of the 
hidden Center of our psychological being.  This hid-
den Center is a link to God and it acts as an Inner 
Guide.  My Inner Guide speaks in the images of 
dreams, gets my attention through my emotions and 
reactions to life, and crosses my path in meaningful 
coincidences (synchronicities).  The Center is not the 
same structure as the Ego.  Indeed the Ego must 

TRAVELING WITH OUR INNER GUIDE (Continued on page 5) 
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 Our church motto over the entrance doors to our sanctu-
ary at Sparta UMC “Enter to Worship-Depart to Serve” was 
mentioned to me recently as to the history of the words. 
 Rev. Roger Pearson, our pastor (1964-1968) introduced 
this motto to our congregation.  He always typed it in our 
Sunday bulletin. 
 Our devoted church member, Earl Calhoun, founder of 
Calhoun cabinets, now deceased, removed the wooden 
boards over the entrance and engraved the motto onto the 
boards as it is today.  I was told the church records reflect the 
expense involved was $11. 

move out of the role of CEO and become the VP of Activities 
working under the direction of the Center if I am to become 
the whole person God created me to be. 
 I realize why the little description of the Ark has begun to 
take on new meaning for me.  The Ark has become a won-
derful image of my own Inner Guide.   I am not hanging out 
here by myself - I live in an unseen energy in the flow of life 
that is interacting with me every day, showing the way to in-
ner wholeness.  I only have to be silent and pay attention to 
see how my Inner Guide moves through all of life. 
 Indeed I received a humorous little confirmation that my 
own Inner Guide has a sense of humor. This past Sunday, 

TRAVELING WITH OUR INNER GUIDE (Continued from page 4) Pastor Bob started his sermon on Love with a synchro-
nicity that happened to him while he was attending An-
nual Conference and later in the sermon he talked about 
an Inner Guide.  As the service ended, I nudged my hus-
band who was sitting beside me on the pew.  “I’ve al-
most finished my newsletter article,” I said.  “It’s like 
Bob’s sermon, it starts at Annual Conference and ends 
up with an Inner Guide.“  I did not see Bob at Annual 
Conference and we had not talked about our time there.  
Our two experiences just happened.  These meaningful 
coincidences happen all the time.  We just need to pay 
attention to the Mystery flowing all around us. 
 

 As I reflect on the words, “Depart to Serve” I think of 
all the ways our church members serve in outreach min-
istries throughout our community:  Alleghany Cares, Al-
leghany Schools, Alleghany Council on Aging, Alleghany 
Library, Alleghany Historical Society, American Red 
Cross, American Cancer Society (Relay for Life), Ameri-
can Heart Association, Pregnancy Center, Veteran’s 
organizations. and many more. 
 I also reflect on how our congregation serves with 
mission gifts around the world through our district and 
conference gifts and through our United Methodist 
Women and United Methodist Men mission projects.  
We continue to serve in missions around the world on 
and on. 


