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Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

Christmas Shoeboxes for Project AGAPE-2018 

Vacation Bible School 

Shipwrecked 
Rescued by Jesus 

July 23  -  27 

Invite your children, grandchildren and 

friends to experience this special week at 

SUMC. 

If you have not signed up to help with 

VBS this year please contact Kyla at the 

church. It promises to be a very reward-

ing week. 

Think Christmas in July!!  

Yes, it is time to fill shoe-

boxes for the children of 

Armenia.  Plastic shoe-

boxes will be available 

July 15th.  Each box con-

tains a Project AGAPE 

fact sheet, a shopping/packing list sheet and 3 rubber 

bands.  Please return the filled boxes to the church no lat-

er than August 5th in order to get the boxes into the fall 

and winter container shipments.   

Please remember that the partnership between the Arme-

nia Apostolic Christians and the United Methodist 

Churches in the North Carolina and the Western North 

Carolina Conferences provides the only humanitarian aid 

to the Kashatagh region.  Project AGAPE supports two 

orphanages/children’s homes, a hospital, a sanitation pro-

ject, education and training opportunities at the AGAPE 

Christian Education Center and salary support for the lo-

cal priest and the head doctor. 

Last year, 32 shoeboxes were delivered to the Mission 
Response Center from Sparta UMC.  This year, our goal 
is to fill and deliver 40 boxes.  Please take a box and fill it 
with joy and love for a child.  It will truly be received by 
that child with joy and love in return.  Faith-Hope-Love 
in action! 

At the Western North Carolina Annual Conference Ben was Licensed for Pasto-

ral Ministry. The certificate Ben is holding reads: 

Let it be known that 

Benjamin Michael Gatton 

Has been licensed for Pastoral Ministry 

In the United Methodist Church, appointed and authorized to perform all functions 

of the Pastor appropriate to the appointment as described by the Book of Discipline 

for the period beginning July 1 in the year of our Lord 2018 and until the appoint-

ment is terminated. 

Ben was appointed to the Hope Fellowship, a church plant and missional com-

munity within Sparta United Methodist Church. 
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Reunion Notes 

By Pratt Davis 

 

Recently I 

spent two 

days with 

some of my 

classmates 

at UNC-G 

as we cele-

brated our 50th class reunion.  

When I received an email 

and some literature in the 

USPO mail more than six 

months before the reunion 

asking me to register to at-

tend, I wasn’t sure that I 

wanted to go.  I have never 

attended a reunion and I 

thought it highly likely that I 

would not know a single 

person who was there.  With 

more than 750 graduates in 

my class, the likelihood of 

meeting someone who lived 

in a dorm near me or attend-

ed class with me seemed 

small.  Still, I was intrigued.   

The literature showed new 

buildings, a larger footprint 

for campus, new subjects to 

major in, along with spots 

that I remembered from fifty 

years ago.  After talking to 

my friend Peggy, we decid-

ed to go – we could hang out 

together if we had no one 

else to talk to.  

The reunion started on 

Thursday early afternoon 

and ended mid-afternoon on 

Saturday.  I thoroughly en-

joyed meeting new people, 

attending small group events 

to learn about campus, me-

morializing our deceased 

classmates, and visiting with 

my new friends while riding 

the shuttle bus.  We enjoyed 

Thursday tea, a picnic, and 

dinner.  We were wined and 

dined as the Alumni House 

kept us informed and enter-

tained.  We ended with the 

Vanguard brunch on Satur-

day where over 200 class-

mates who had graduated 

more than 50 years ago 

stood and applauded as our 

class marched in.  The per-

son walking next to me said, 

“This is the first time I have 

ever been applauded for be-

ing old!”   

After I came home I found 

myself thinking about what 

a good time we had.  At the 

same time, I was thinking 

about writing an article for 

the newsletter.  As I contin-

ued to think about the reun-

ion, I wondered what had 

made it seem so special?  As 

I thought about it,  I decided 

that the events of the week-

end had been special be-

cause, not only were they 

interesting to me in them-

selves, they were a recipe 

for a happy life.  There are 

six practices that made the 

reunion special and make a 

great foundation for a happy 

and healthy life. 

Have a Quiet Center of 

Wisdom  

Near the center of the old 

campus, in green space and 

gardens that adjoin the 

Alumni House, stands a 

beautiful bronze statue of 

Minerva, the Roman god-

dess of wisdom.  Here is a 

pool, grass, and old trees.  

Students headed to exams 

often leave an apple in her 

outstretched palm.  We as 

individuals need a quiet cen-

ter of Wisdom for our lives 

to be whole.  When we have 

that quiet center, we are not 

jerked around by the vicissi-

tudes of life or by the crazi-

ness of other people.  From a 

center of Wisdom, we see a 

bigger picture than little me, 

and we experience meaning 

running throughout all of 

life.  

Learn and Grow  

We heard several talks about 

the changing university and 

plans for growth.  We select-

ed breakout sessions to learn 

about using technology, sell-

ing or giving away our col-

lectibles, traveling, and so-

cial justice.  We reviewed 

our history and learned 

about programs to educate 

children using new methods 

of instruction.  We were re-

minded more than once 

about how rigorous our col-

lege classes had been; in-

stant bonding was generated 

as we reminisced about stud-

ying and college life.  Even 

after the official reunion 

concluded, we had an oppor-

tunity to continue learning 

with a visit to the Civil 

Rights Museum in down-

town Greensboro.  Probably 

half of our reunion mates 

joined this tour and I, for 

one, learned several new 

pieces of information about 

segregation.  Did you know 

that in places where there 

were Colored Only water 

fountains, white people spit 

in, even urinated, in them?  

Did you know that where 

White waiting rooms ad-

joined Colored waiting 

rooms a Coke Machine that 

was extra-large and two-

sided was placed in the wall 

between the rooms?  The 

cost of Coke on the Colored 

side was a nickel higher than 

on the White side.  I thought 

I knew a lot about segrega-

tion, but I was surprised at 

how much I discovered that 

I didn’t know about how 

even the simplest things in 

life were made harder for 

people of color and how 

those people were mistreated 

day in and day out.  We nev-

er reach a place where we 

know it all.  Learning seems 

to be an important part of an 

active, involved life and the 

happiest older adults are 

those who continue learning.   

Forward Looking  

I really enjoyed seeing what 

is happening on the physical 

campus.  It was exciting to 

see new buildings and I was 

amazed at the renovation of 

the eight older dorms known 

as the Quad which once 

housed freshmen.  Those 

dorms were renovated nine 

years ago by retaining  the 

exterior of the buildings 

while the interiors were gut-

ted and rebuilt in a modern 

configuration.  They were 

beautiful.  The new Well-

ness Center for students is 

an ultra-modern building 

that includes some old wood 

and spaces for visiting or 

studying.  2,500 people, al-

(Continued on page 7) 
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2000 The approximate number of delegates attending annual conference.  

66 
Clergy retirees that were recognized and whose combined years of ministry equaled 1,871 years of ser-

vice.   

15+ 
Newly licensed local pastors approved and commissioned.  Ben Gatton was among those received into 
ministry as a local pastor.  He was appointed to Hope Fellowship, a church plant and missional commu-
nity within SUMC.  

49 Clergy, diaconal ministers, and spouses remembered during a Celebration of Life worship service.  

2 The number of bagpipes that played Amazing Grace as a recessional for the remembrance service.  

24 Ordinations of deacons and elders  

1 

Soon to be completed new Conference Center in Charlotte.  The building of the center will not create a 
need to increase church apportionments.  It will have LEED certification (built for sustainability and ener-
gy efficiency) of silver with a chance of achieving gold.  Potential rental income from the leasing of first 
floor spaces will more than offset the debt service requirement.  

$16,166,481 

The 2019 Conference Apportioned Budget with a decrease of 0.26 percent. The budget continues to 
focus on The United Methodist Church’s mission priorities of congregational vitality, leadership develop-
ment, and young adult ministries in order to strengthen each of its members as disciples of Jesus Christ 
who then share the Good News of Jesus Christ with communities and the world.  

850 Churches in the conference that gave 100% of their apportionments.  

88.25% Of church apportionments were given to the conference this past year.  

9 
Cabinet Resolutions to accept the closings of nine churches. These were approved and each church 
was acknowledged for its ministries and legacy.  

22 Petitions presented to the conference delegates   

1 Proposed Constitutional Amendment concerning gender justice for women and girls was approved.  

85 - 90      

degrees 

The rather warm daily temperature in Stuart Auditorium. The ceiling fans turned and delegates fanned 

themselves and tried hard not to doze in the heat 

A Multiple Of committee reports, all very informative  

2500 – 3000 ft 
The average elevation of Alleghany County. Pastor Bob noted the mountain beauty of the Lake         

Junaluska area but said he liked our mountains the best!  

The Western North Carolina Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

was held June 22-24, 2018 at Lake Junaluska.  The opening day was the 

Executive Session of Clergy Members.  The following days included busi-

ness sessions and worship services for clergy and laity.  Bishop Paul L. 

Leland, Ed.D. was the moderator. The 2018 theme was Teaching Plants 

The Seeds For The Future.                            

Submitted by Gayle Cobb, Lay Leader 

The following  items highlight the information from the conference. 
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UMM – Helping Men Grow in Christ, So Others May know Christ. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS  

By Alan Sears 

Thank you to all of the Wood Warriors that 

have so graciously provided financial support 

for our Wood Ministry this past season. 

Breaking News……..The July Breakfast has been added 

back to the schedule.  Please add July 15th to your UMM 

Breakfast calendar. 

u

m

m 

The Festival of Tables began in October 2010 as a fundraising event hosted by the Sparta United Methodist Women.  

We look forward to the Ninth Annual Festival of Tables to be held on October 6, 2018.  And we have some exciting 

news to share with you regarding this year’s entertainment.  \ 

We have tried in years past to alternate a speaker one year and musical entertainment the following year.  This year, we 

have acquired the talents of Tim Sells.  Tim is a country, folk, pop, rockabilly artist from Apex.  Tim will perform music 

by one of the most revered members of the Country Music Hall of Fame in the persona of KENNY ROGERS.  His 

“NEARLY KENNY” is the Ultimate Kenny Rogers Tribute Show.  So save the date and get ready to hear some of your 

favorite songs from the past. 

We have had our first planning meeting and we still have room for additional tables.  You don’t need to be a UMW 

member to host a table, so we invite anyone who would like to participate and decorate a table.  We have a wonderful 

time decorating the tables around a theme of your choice and then selling tickets to friends to join us at our table.  There 

will be a brunch and the United Methodist Men will help with serving that day.   

There will also be a Silent Auction.  The proceeds from the Festival and Silent Auction will go toward the UMW Schol-

arship Fund and the Children’s Backpack Feeding Program.  We need your help for the Silent Auction.  If you can’t 

host a table, then please consider donating a new item, a handmade item or a service/gift certificate from one of our lo-

cal businesses, ie beauty shop, barber shop or restaurant.   

We appreciate all that the congregation does to support the United Methodist Women ministry.  There will be more in-
formation available in upcoming newsletters or contact Beverlee Scott or Margaret Connor.  

Exciting News for Ninth Annual Festival of Tables 

Beth, Pam and Everyone at SUMC, 

Thanks so much for the card and the Walmart gft card. Ya’ll 

always make me feel loved throughout the year by sending  

me something during the holidays.  

Hope ya’ll are doing well! 

Thanks again, 

Smith Hart 

Pam, Beth & SUMC, 

Thank you all so much for the sweet note and gift card. Your 

letters never fail to bring a smile to my face and warm my 

heart. 

I hope you all had a blessed Easter. 

Thank you again. Love & God Bless 

Emily Hart 

To SUMC 

Thank you so much for all you’ve done. Words cannot describe how much we (my family) appreciate your kindness. You’ve truly 

changed my life. 

Sylvia Wesley 
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Children’s Summer  

Backpack Program Update 
Summer is the time of year when children are most likely to be hungry. Many children in our 
county miss the free breakfast and lunch offered by the schools.  

Originated by Sparta United Methodist Church, the Backpack Program at The Solid Rock Food 
Closet provides food to these children. We can use your help. Food has already been pur-
chased, but we try to provide books, coloring books, and small packs of crayons to the children.  

If you can help, please leave these items in the designated Food Closet pick up area at your 
church.  

If you would like to volunteer to help give out the food and engage with the children, please 
contact the Food Closet – Theresa March 336-372-6560. It is a fun way for teenagers to get 
BETA hours. Thank You! 

The Sharon Sewing Circle was invited to Kern-

ersville Moravian Church on June 12th for their 

annual Salad Supper.  Attending were Margaret 

Connor, Brenda Irwin, Sarah Post, Lucy Roe, 

Beverlee Scott, Jane Sloop and Dorcas Wagoner.   

Several years ago, a partnership was established 

between the Sewing Circle and the Moravian 

Women to make dresses for girls and shorts for 

boys.  The clothing items were then sent on vari-

ous mission trips.   

We learned at the meeting that in 5 years’ time, a total of 

2,332 items have been sent to Haiti, Kenya(3 times), Ethio-

pia, Peru, Cuba, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala(2 

times), Nicaragua and Uganda.  The speaker for the evening 

event had taken dresses to Uganda last year and will go 

again this fall.  She brought pictures of the children in their 

new clothes and shared stories with us of her commitment 

to helping the people in the remote villages.   

We all enjoyed a wonderful dinner and fellowship with the 

Moravian ladies.  They truly appreciate the many talents of 

the Sharon Sewing Circle ladies and, in turn, we appreciate 

the opportunity to send the dresses and shorts directly to 

children in need.  

We have invited the Moravian women to Sparta for the Sep-

tember 10th sewing circle meeting and will a light lunch 

together with them. If you wish to attend, please let Marga-

ret Connor know so she will know how much food to pre-

pare. 

As always, every woman in the church is invited to the next 

monthly meeting beginning at 6:30 pm in the Pugh Out-

reach meeting room and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love 

in Action. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

u

m 

W 

Mission Meal 

Sunday, July 15 @ 12 Noon 

Prepared by FUSION  

Donations will help fund their summer mission trip. 
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1. Ignite the spiritual fires of your own soul. 

2. Carefully study your Bible with the aid of good resource 
materials. 

3. Remember you are the church; the place where you study          
and worship on Sunday is a building. 

4. Support your church fellowship with regular attendance. 

5. Frequently pray for your church leaders. 

6. Look for ways to encourage your brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

7. Discover your own unique and best method of witnessing 
to others and do it often. 

8. Give freely and generously of your time, talents, money, 
and prayers, remembering all that you have or ever hope to 
have belongs to God. 

9. Believe in your church and speak highly of its accomplish-
ments and possibilities. 

10. Systematically invite people to attend study and worship 
with you on Sunday as well as on other occasions. 

11. Don’t spend a lot of time criticizing others for what your 
church is not doing. Do something yourself. 

12. When you use your church building facilities, seek to leave 
it better than when you found it. 

13. Frequently ask your church leaders, “What can I do to 
help?” 

14. When you are prone to criticize your minister and others, 
remember that they are human and therefore also make 
their fair share of mistakes. 

15. Refuse to harbor hard feelings toward anyone. 

16. When you attend a church business meeting, attend with a 
Christ-like spirit. Look for the good and the constructive. 

17. Encourage frequent and wise use of your church building 
facilities. 

18. Endeavor to get all the facts about events, happenings, and 
decisions in your church before offering your advice on 
most subjects. 

19. Lend your enthusiastic support to new forms of worship, 
programming, and outreach. 

20. Be an active member of a prayer and work group. 

21. When your co-workers do something worth-while, tell 
them about it. 

22. When members sin, love them, forgive them, care for 
them, and let bygones be bygones. 

23. Dare to dream creative and constructive dreams of what 
your church can become. 

24. Pursue your creative and constructive dreams for your 
church as if your church depended on you and you alone. 

25. In all things for your Christian life and church, first of all ask, 
“What would Jesus do?” 
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most all of them students, 

use that center every day 

with graduate students filling 

most of the jobs there.  The 

atmosphere on the campus 

was one of looking forward 

to new buildings, updated 

buildings, new programs, 

and community.  Even the 

name of the group of alumni 

who have celebrated more 

than 50 years after gradua-

tion , the Vanguard, captures 

this forward looking attitude.  

Originally Vanguard was the 

leading edge of a military 

endeavor and in modern 

times has come to mean a 

group of people leading the 

way in new developments or 

ideas.  How interesting that a 

bunch of old women consid-

er themselves leaders in 

moving forward to name 

themselves the Vanguard.  

Life is exciting when we live 

in a way to anticipate the 

future and help carry it for-

ward. 

Community  

Sharing meals, sitting to-

gether in small group events, 

and riding together on the 

shuttle soon had us feeling 

like sisters.  We had shared 

memories of people and 

places, of classes and jobs.   

Most of us had a like-

minded approach to learn-

ing, to life, and of service to 

others.  Spending time to-

gether in a close-knit group 

has been proven to be a sig-

nificant factor in general 

happiness, especially as we 

leave the life of work and 

move into retirement.  In-

deed, some recent studies 

show that just having contact 

with people on a regular dai-

ly basis contributes signifi-

cantly to the quality of our 

lives.  

Purpose  that helps other 

people  

During the reunion we were 

reminded that many of our 

classmates were actively 

engaged in support of social 

justice issues for Blacks and 

for women during the years 

we were at UNC-G.  We 

wrote letters and marched to 

call attention to the need for 

reforms.  Movements in sup-

port of Social Justice issues 

are still occurring on campus 

in 2018.  One of our activi-

ties was to help with a ser-

vice project.  We painted 

bowls that will be sold to 

raise money for Gifts to the 

Scholarship Fund.   While 

we painted we heard a talk 

from the director of student 

services who informed us 

about food insecure students 

and housing insecure stu-

dents.  A variety of groups 

raise money to assist stu-

dents who don’t have 

enough money for food and/

or housing.  The university 

has several programs that 

deal with the issues of help-

ing students in difficult cir-

cumstances remain in school 

and graduate.  Helping other 

people takes our minds off 

ourselves and gives our lives 

purpose and meaning.  

Honor our roots  

There is significant value in 

feeling connected to those 

who go before us. It makes a 

difference when we feel con-

nected to parents, and other 

family, when we know 

where we came from.  At the 

reunion we celebrated mem-

bers of our class who have 

died in a memorial service.  

We heard reminders of the 

history of our school, Wom-

an’s College of UNC prior to 

being called UNC-G.  When 

our families, our schools, 

and our workplaces are a 

source of pride, it gives us 

pride to belong to them.  We 

are well served when we 

remember our roots. 

Obviously I came away from 

the reunion with a feeling of 

energy and pride.  I resolve 

to: 

Be consistent in making 

time every day for 

quiet reflection 

Make more effort to 

learn some new in-

formation and new 

skills 

Remember that a for-

ward looking atti-

tude can help move 

civilization forward 

Stay connected to my 

community of 

friends and spiritual 

seekers 

Make some time for ser-

vice to those who 

need an extra bit of 

help on their way 

And honor the worth-

while qualities from 

my roots of family, 

faith, education, and 

work. 

Perhaps as we apply these 

attributes to our own lives, 

we can help our young peo-

ple find more meaning and 

purpose in life by applying 

them to theirs.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Reunion Notes 

Just for Giggles 

What is a dentist’s favorite hymn?  

         Crown Him with many Crowns. 

 

What can of car did the Apostles drive? 

 Honda. Because they were of one Accord. 

 

Where was Solomon's temple located? 

 On the side of his head. 

 

How does Moses make is coffee? 

 Hebrews it. 

 

Who was the smartest man in the Bible? 

 Abraham. He knew a Lot. 

 

Why did Noah punish the chickens on the ark? 

 The were using fowl language. 
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Rev. Bob Miller 
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Ben Gatton 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
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benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
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Following Jesus 


