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JUNE 2017— THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

 
 
Mondays     1:00 pm  Prayer Group 
Mondays     6:30 pm Miracle of Mercy Bible St 
Mon/Wed/Thurs     1 - 4:30 pm Open Gym/Game Room 
Tuesdays   FUSION Excursion 
Wednesdays   10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 
Wednesdays   12:00 pm Lenten Service 
Wednesdays     5:30 pm Choir Practice 
Wednesdays     6:30 pm FUSION 
Thursdays          6:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 
Fridays      4 pm - 6pm    Grace Kitchen Meal 
 

 
 

July 3   10:00 am Sharon Sewing Circle  
July 10 - 14     1 - 4 pm Summer Camp 
July 12           6:30 pm UMW Meeting 
July 21   6pm-9pm A Night Under the Stars 
July 23-28   Youth Mission Trip 
July 24  9am-2pm Bloodmobile 
July 29    21 Yard Sale 
July 28  6:30 pm  Fellowship Meal 
July 30           5:00 pm  VBS Kick-off Cook Out 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

Friday, July 21st  6pm - 9pm 
For our 

Age 50 Years+ Church Family, Friends & Invitees 

Hors d’Ouevres, Music with a DJ & Dancing 

Hosted by SUMC Staff 

 

Free Tickets are available at the Church Office or from Bob, Ben or Kelly. 

We are gearing up for  

Vacation Bible School 
July 31 - August 4  

9 am - 12 pm 

Ages: rising Kindergartens - 5th  grade 

 

Registration forms are available in the church office. 

See or call Kelly with questions. 

VBS Kick-off Cook-out for a our VBS kids and their families 

Sunday July 30th @ 5 pm 

Hosted by our United Methodist Men 

Families can come and experience VBS! 

July 31-Aug 4 
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This year at annual conference I was ea-

ger to meet up with old friends from all 

over the Western North Carolina confer-

ence. Before arriving, I had read the 100 

plus page packet of information that 

would be voted on as well as announce-

ments and felt prepared to hear discus-

sions on the amendments to the Book of 

Discipline. There were 5 amendments to 

be voted on. I won't go into detail on the 

five here, but please feel free to ask me about them and I will 

be happy to share what I know.  

Listening to the discussions and being present in the meetings 

made me realize what a diverse group we are. We have differ-

ent ideas and suggestions for the future of the United Method-

ist church. One thing does bring us all together and that is our 

love for Jesus Christ and the desire to share that love with any 

and everyone.  Please consider praying for the leaders in our 

church as well as for those who don't know Jesus.   

 

This trip was very special to me as I was able to reconnect 

with people who have impacted my faith journey as early as 

high school, college, my first job in a church, the many clergy 

I assisted during my time at Cokesbury, and even people from 

here in Sparta. I would highly recommend this experience as 

the worship services are full of the Holy Spirit, the atmosphere 

is stunning and it is a blessing to be able to learn more about 

what our church is doing as a whole.  

Thank you Sparta UMC for supporting me as I represented 

you as a District delegate.  

If you would like to know about the annual conference up-

dates, please go to http://ac2017.org/ 

Blessings, 

Talina 

Annual Conference 

How Many Leaves 
Are On a Tree? 

By Pratt Davis 

 

God must love variety.  When 

I look at the world around me, 

I discover that difference is 

everywhere.  I admit I am most 

comfortable when I am around 

people who look like me, talk 

like me, and think the way I 

do.  It is just plain stressful to 

be thrown into situations 

where I am forced to be in a 

place where I am different.  

Yet nature tells me another 

story. 

 

I wasn’t thinking about God 

when I was driving down a 

four-lane road at more than 65 

miles an hour a few weeks ago 

and enjoying a late spring day.  

The road I was on was not an 

interstate and trees lined the 

road and covered the rolling 

hills in the distance. Some-

times there was pasture or 

farmland beside the road, but 

for most of the trip I saw only 

forest.  I thought how wonder-

ful it was to see all this green.  

Then I begin to realize there is 

immense variety in the shades 

of green.   

 

It was easy to look across these 

spaces and see that green was-

n’t just green.  It was light 

green, dark green, yellow-

green, blue-green, and green 

tinged with red or brown.  

Soon I noticed that there was a 

wide variety of shades of green 

even on a single tree.   I won-

der if every single leaf is an 

infinitesimally different shade 

from every other leaf?  I de-

cide that is probably true and 

suddenly I am overwhelmed 

by the variety I see spread out 

before me. 

 

How many leaves are on a 

tree? And how many trees 

were covering the fields and 

hills that I could see?  Obvi-

ously, billions, or trillions, or 

ga-zillions, or anything else I 

could think about wasn’t even 

close.  If that isn’t a vivid pic-

ture of diversity, I don’t know 

what it would be.  At the same 

time my mind was exploding 

from this overwhelming pic-

ture of difference, I realize that 

all this difference boils down 

to the same thing – Leaf.  Each 

one the same little factory pro-

ducing food for the tree.   

 

That color green is due to chlo-

rophyll that takes in sunlight 

so that, along with some other 

elements, the tree makes glu-

cose.  So why do we need all 

this variety of shades of green?  

Who knows.  Perhaps God 

simply loves variety and if 

green can appear in an infinite 

variety of shades, that’s the 

way it is.  I believe this differ-

ence/sameness is not unique to 

trees; it is found throughout 

creation with unique differ-

ences on one side and every-

thing just alike on the other 

side.  And both are necessary 

for Life to carry on.   

 

So here we have vast unique-

ness of the green expressed in 

each of the ga-zillion leaves 

while at the very same time 

they are indeed all green.  All 

perform the same function.  

And these ga-zillion leaves 

make up a whole body of trees 

that keep life on planet Earth 

going by putting oxygen into 

the air.   

 

With my brain scrambled with 

all this philosophy-ing, I re-

member a quotation from 

Meister Eckhart.  He says, 

Every creature is a word of 

God and a book about God.  

For me, the word from the 

leaves is that God is expressed 

in so many ways, the human 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://ac2017.org/
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"One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no 

occasion of serving God. And, since he is invisible 

to our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor; 

which he receives as if done to himself in person, 

standing visibly before us."            

John Wesley 

You might say The Smiths left 
some deep roots in Charlotte. 
 
Both David and Dora Sue grew 
up in West Charlotte. David, a 
life-long Methodist, was born, 
raised and lived as an adult 
within one half mile of his 
very first home. The same with 
Dora Sue, only her home was 
four miles down the road. 
 
Both the Smiths went to West 
Mecklenburg High School.  
They began making eyes at 
each other when they were in 
the tenth grade. Without saying 
anything to each other they 
would stand outside their re-
spective homerooms and peep. 
David says, “It took her four 

months to get the courage up 
to ask me out.” Dora Sue re-
members it was David who 
had taken his time making the 
first move to what would be-
come a fifty-seven-year mar-
riage. One is more likely to 
believe Dora Sue’s version 
when you learn that after da-
ting for many months David’s 
mom asked, “Can that girl 
talk?” Apparently, she was 
indeed shy. 
 
Dora Sue went to work at 
Cato’s Clothing Store as a sec-
retary upon graduation, then 
had a twenty-year career at 
Traveler’s Insurance.  Upon 
leaving Traveler’s she went to 
work at Belk Corporate office 
and retired from there in 2002. 
 
David also worked at Belk 
Corporate for 13 years. But for 
twenty years he drove a tanker 
for Union Chemicals until his 
retirement from there in 1995. 
But retirement didn’t claim 
David permanently until 2002 
after working for Bradham 
Brothers Heating and Air for 
another seven years. 
 
The Smiths have two children 
and four grandchildren. Their 
daughter Sherry lives in Texas 
as do her children Tyler and 

Kristin. Son Matt and his wife 
Susie live in Indian Land, 
South Carolina along with 
their son, Brandon while 
daughter Amber lives in Top-
sail Beach. 
 
Dora Sue and David enjoyed 
camping for forty plus years 
and when retirement was offi-
cial for both in 2002 they 
bought a camper. They en-
joyed short trips the mountains 
and a long trip to the Florida 
Keys. One of their most mem-
orable trips was a two month 
long, twelve-thousand-mile 
trip out west. 
 
From day one of their marriage 
they agreed to go to the church 
that was closest to their home.  
Dora, raised Baptist and Da-
vid, a Methodist, thought they 
could be happy either way. But 
David’s uncle had a plan. He 
made sure they would continue 
in the Methodist family tradi-
tion by renting them a house 
within walking distance of 
David’s childhood church. So, 
a Methodist Dora Sue happily 
became. 
 
In 2009, after having camped 
in Boone and visited friends in 
Sparta many times, and with 
both children living in other 

areas, the Smiths decided to 
make Sparta their home. There 
was really no question about 
where they would attend 
church. On their first Sunday 
at SUMC, Charles Pugh was 
the greeter and he warmly wel-
comed them. 
 
Dora Sue and David have al-
ways served in their church. 
They quickly got involved in 
SUMC. You will see their fac-
es on Sunday in the chancel 
choir and in the Woodruff Sun-
day School class. Dora Sue is a 
member of UMW, the Sharon 
Sewing Circle and the Ladies 
Bible Study Group. David is a 
member of UMM and was 
recruited by Larry Prince to 
join the Wood Ministry. David 
also helps with the church 
newsletter, compiling and fold-
ing some two hundred each 
month, something he also did 
at his former church. He has 
often lighthearted accused a 
former friend of calling ahead 
to let Donna know he had ex-
perience with this. 
 
If you don't already know Da-
vid and Dora Sue introduce 
yourself! You'll always be 
greeted by a warm smile from 
both. 
 

Getting to Know Our Church Family 
Spotlight on 

David & Dora Sue 

Smith 

Mission Meal 
July 9 @  12 Noon 

Pugh Outreach Center 
Hosted by The Woodruff Sunday School Class 

To benefit the White Flag Ministry 

Homemade Chicken and Tuna Salad, Potato Salad and 
other fixings including desserts. 

 
Proceeds will go to the White Flag Ministry which pro-
vides a place for homeless folks or those without ade-

quate heat when the temperature drops below freezing. 
A white flag is displayed to alert folks they are welcome 

to come in and sleep. 

Reminder to the UMM 

There will be no UMM Breakfast meeting in July. The Men will 

be hosting a Kick-Off Cook Out for Vacation Bible School on 

Sunday, July 30th. 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 

 

I want to extend, once again, a thank you to our 

UMM Cooking Team.  They were up early on Fa-

ther’s Day and in the kitchen preparing a delicious 

breakfast.  I also want to thank Donald Cobb for his 

entertaining, life story.  What’s your life story?  

How has God guided your journey?  Just let me 

know when you’d like to speak.  You never know, 

you just might help someone get on the right path! 

 

We will NOT have a July breakfast.  Instead we’ll have a time of 

fellowship while participating in two service opportunities.  The 

first being the Hwy 21 Yard Sale on July 29th in the lower church 

parking lot.  The second is preparing and serving a meal for the 

VBS children and their parents as the opening event, Sunday 

July 30th. 

 

Sharing your life story with others – COURAGE.  Physically 

working on Teams – TIME and HARD WORK.  Bringing oth-

ers to know the love of Jesus – PRICELESS! 

u

m

m 

Church Council Briefs - Highlights from the June 12th  Meeting  

• Approved Talina Pipes as ROCK assistant effective August 

1, 2017.  Talina will work with the younger ROCK children 

while Kelly Krans will coordinate the overall children’s 

program and work with the older ROCK children and 

younger Fusion students. 

• Approved a recommendation by Staff Parish to pay nursery 

workers $50.00 per Sunday (approximately $15 per hour). 

• Introduced Iris Cannon as a new nursery worker. 

• Approved a request from the community college to use the 

kitchen for a cooking class on Thursday and Friday from 

10:45 am until 2:45 pm.  This will run from August 15, 

2017 through December 15, 2017.  Church functions such 

as funerals, etc., will have first priority. 

• Approved increasing the amount paid to Allan Joyce for 

cleaning the church to $1,000.00 a month.  Allan and his 

assistant work 20 man hours per week cleaning. 

• Heard reports from the youth and children’s programs. 

• Heard reports from communications, missions, and mem-

bership committees as well as the treasurer, United Meth-

odist Women, and United Methodist Men. 

Welcome to the SUMC staff, Sarah 

We welcome Sarah Nichols as a member of our nursery staff.  Sarah is a 2015 graduate of Alleghany High 

School and is currently studying Elementary Education at Lees-McRae College.  She is first aid and CPR 

certified.  Welcome Sarah! 

I am so grateful to have been a part of SUMC.  I miss 
belonging and the activities, yet I am well and getting 
along fine. Thank you to all who have remembered me 
with the cards and good wishes. 
I enjoy so much getting the bulletin and other church 
news. 

Watana Marion 
 
Thank you so much for the nice cards and gift cards you 
have sent throughout the year. They not only provide 
financial support, but emotional support as well. I am 
blessed to have you and the church family that I do. 

Love, Molly Andrews 

Thank you all so much for the Easter card and the 
Walmart gift card. It means a lot to know that you all 
were thinking of me. I hope you all had a Happy Easter 
and I’m sure I’ll get a chance to see you soon. 

Smith Hart 
 
Mrs. Souther and Mrs. Smith, 
Thank you so much for the sweet note and gift card. 
Your kind words always put a smile on my face. I hope 
you are doing well. Love and God bless. 

Emily Hart 

Thank You  Messages 

*Our college Ministry is administered by Pam Souther and Beth Lyon-Smith 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

 

The Sparta United Methodist Women will once 

again participate in the Highway 21 Yard Sale on 

Saturday, July 29th.  Yard Sale Committee mem-

bers – Sandy Lovett, Margaret Barker, Gayle Cobb 

and Laura Kennedy – will accept donations at the 

church on the Friday before the event.  We prefer 

items of yard sale quality with as few articles of 

clothing as possible.   If you need to make other 

arrangements or to schedule a pick up, please con-

tact Beverlee Scott.  The proceeds will be shared with our chil-

dren and youth ministries.  We also plan to have baked goods 

for sale.  Please donate your stuff and then come shop with us. 

 

Have you ever wondered about your favorite hymn?  Who 

wrote the words and why?  Please join us for the Fifth Sunday 

service in July conducted by the Sparta UMW.  A brief history 

of each hymn will be followed by the actual singing of that 

hymn for a richer experience in raising our voices to God.  In 

addition, shoeboxes and a shopping list will be available for the 

September shipment of Christmas gifts to the children in Ar-

menia through Project AGAPE.  And, of course, there will be 

an update on the 2017 United Methodist Women mission fo-

cus. 

 

The August Mission Meal will be prepared by the UMW.   

Margaret Connor and the ladies will serve a wonderful spa-

ghetti lunch with salad and desserts.  Proceeds from the meal 

will purchase items to make sewing kits, birthing kits, school 

kits, health kits, bedding kits and disaster buckets for UMCOR.  

The disaster buckets stay here in the United States to help those 

people caught in severe weather events.  The other kits are dis-

tributed around the world to help women, children and youth in 

need.   

 

The next monthly meeting will be on Wednesday, July 12th at 

6:30 pm in the Meeting Room of the Outreach Center.  Connie 

Edwards will be the program leader for the evening.  We invite 

each and every woman in the church to attend and join our cir-

cle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action.  

 

u

m 

W 

July 10- 14    1:00 - 5:00 

Ages 9 - 12 years 
In partnership with the Wellness Center 

Tumbling 

Crafts 

Group Fitness 

Basketball 

Volleyball 

Make you own Jersey 

Soccer 

Make a Bird House 

Outdoor games 

Swimming 

Water Play 

Group Activities 

See or call Kelly to sign up 

Phone: 336-372- 4441 Cell 910-386-1670 

21 
Highway Don’t forget to save your items for the 21 Yard Sale 

July 29
th. 

Joint Worship 

Fifth Sunday Service 
July 30th  

 
Sunday School 9:00am 

Worship 10:00 am 

 

The United Methodist Women will lead 

the service. 

 

We’ll learn the history of some of our  

favorite hymns then sing the hymns  

for a rich worship experience. 
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Last October Anna, John and I went on our first mission 
trip. We spent a week in Guatemala. Many of you were 
very supportive of us through donations and through pray-
er. We could not have made the trip without you. 
 
This coming October we have been invited to be a part of 
the Guatemala stove project team for a second time. We 
have prayed about returning and feel that this is some-
thing we are supposed to do. One of the stories from our 
first trip always stays with me and really inspires me to 
return and help in any way that we are led to. 
 
Our first day of work in a small village began with an in-
credibly treacherous and bumpy ride in the back of a small 
pickup truck. We climbed a steep mountain around one 
lane roads. It was exhilarating and a bit terrifying as well! 
 
The first home that we visited was tiny. There were chick-
ens and a pig roaming around the yard and there were 
two children who ran out to greet us and continued to 
stay close and watch us as we got out our tools and began 
to work on their stove installation. I was touched by the 
wonder on their faces as we worked. They never made a 
sound but had huge smiles.  

When we finished, we invited the family to pray with us 
and bless their new stove. If you have met me you know 
that there were tears involved. The appreciation was evi-
dent and so sincere. 
 
We said goodbye and started to walk back to the truck. 
Just as we were climbing up into the back, we heard the 
mother yelling and running to us. She had two oranges in 
her hands and gave one of them to me and one to my 
partner, Philip. She was trying to explain her gratitude and 
seemed frustrated that she was unable to say what was in 
her heart. She had gone to her orange tree and wanted us 
to know how appreciative she was. She wanted to give us 
something too. That orange was just about the most 
meaningful gift I have ever gotten.  
 
People are very different in different cultures and parts of 
the world. We all have our own family differences and 
economical differences too. But, the gift of the orange re-
ally made me think about the one thing that we all have in 
common. We are all God’s children and that means we are 
all loved and should love each other. Simply. Fully. Willing-
ly. 

Wrenn Writes……..          

The Orange 
By Wrenn Kilmartin 

mind cannot even begin to take 

it in.  What I call God is my 

very limited perception and 

projection.  At the same time 

the leaves tell me all this 

uniqueness is part of One life 

force – nothing is hanging out 

here by itself.  Everything 

makes up one whole.   

 

During the years I was grow-

ing up, there was a lot of em-

phasis in the culture about the 

individuality of each human.  

We were told there was no one 

exactly like me.  What wasn’t 

emphasized is how every indi-

vidual is also part of a whole, 

totally interdependent and in-

terconnected in a web of life.  

Nothing exists in a vacuum.  

We are called to live in a bal-

ance between our individuality 

and our interconnection with 

all that is.  If we lose the bal-

ance between the two, we lose 

the meaning and purpose of 

life.   

 

Why is there so much violence 

in the world today?  I think a 

part of the cause of violence is 

the failure to appreciate the 

value of every individual while 

seeing the connection to every-

thing and everyone around us.  

In my small life that is vastly 

unique; it is, at the same time, 

part of a whole fabric of Be-

ing.  If we live our lives aware 

(Continued from page 2) 

How Many Leaves... 

Can You help? 

Volunteers are needed in the Children’s Ministry for help 

with the Summer Camp July 10-14 and for Vacation Bible 

School July 31 - August 4. 

Please call Kelly to volunteer 336-372-4441 (church) or 

910-386-1670 (cell). 

Please consider driving the church van on Sunday morn-

ing to give people a ride to church who otherwise would 

not be able to come.  

Contact Susan Miles or the church office for more infor-

mation. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

Tony Greer  July 1 
Fletcher Pipes                July 2 
Theresa March            July 3 
Ken McLawhorn             July 5 
David Moose                 July 6 

Gloria Loflin  July 8 
Connie Amburn              July 10 
Ora Scott Brady             July 15 
Worth Smith                   July 15 
David Smith                   July 23 

Bob Miller                           July 24 
Sarah Rudy                        July 26 
Beth Lyon Smith                 July 26 
Myra Hattrich                      July 29 

David Moose & Laura Kennedy   July 3 
Jim & Mintie Saintsing                     July 3 
George & Betty Latham                  July 10 

Les & Beverlee Scott                        July 19 
Paul & Ellen Church                          July 29 
Donny & Faye Lemmond               July 31 

Summer Camp - Session One - Big Success 



8 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

 

SPARTA 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 

Non Profit Organization 
US POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No 36 
Sparta, NC  28675 

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Rev. Bob Miller 
Pastor 

Ben Gatton 
Assistant Pastor 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

 

Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 

pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of each month 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 
 

 

Loving God 

Loving Everyone 

Following Jesus 


