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Non Profit Organization 
US POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No 36 
Sparta, NC  28675 

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

bengatton@umcsparta.com 
music@umcsparta.com 

 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 
around the world. 

  

JUNE 2016 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDERJUNE 2016 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER  

The annual Sparta UMC Church Picnic will be held on Saturday, June 18th at the new Veter-

ans Park beginning at 5pm.  The parking lot and entrance to the park is located on Duncan 

Street.  The facility is very nice with a kitchen/serving area and restrooms and lots of space 

for playing games.  Everyone is invited and please  bring a dish/dessert to share.  The 

United Methodist Women will host the picnic and will provide the plates, napkins, 

utensils, cups, drinks and ice.  Please join us at the new location for food and fellowship.  

In the event of poor weather, the picnic will move to the Church Fellowship Hall.  

Saturday June 18   

5:00 pm 

Veterans Memorial Park 

Duncan Street 

Come and bring a friend along with a dish/dessert to share 

Read Ben’s Reflections of 

the Past Year on Page 2 

Hymn Sing        Sunday May 29 10:00 am      

Bloodmobile     Monday May 30 9:30-2:00   

AGAPE            Thursday June 2  7:00 pm    

Church Picnic  Saturday June 18 5:00 pm   

UMM                Sunday June 19 8:00 am       

Have you heard?? 

Exciting announcement 

on Page 4 

Project Agape Director 

June 2nd at 7pm 

Details on Page 7 
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Coming into this job, I knew that 

I would be wearing a lot of dif-

ferent hats. All of them fall un-

der my overall responsibility 

which is to create opportunities 

for discipleship in our church 

and in our community and pro-

vide guidance and resources for 

our church members to be in-

volved in discipleship too. 

 

Part of growing as a disciple 

and encouraging others in disci-

pleship is growing in your 

knowledge of Bible and apply-

ing what you learn to your life. 

This year we grew this aspect  

of discipleship in our church by 

beginning two new 34-week 

Disciple Bible study groups, a 

devotional booklet for the 

Lenten season (with a new one 

on the way this Fall!), and the 

“words for the journey” blog 

which seeks to give the congre-

gation more opportunities to in-

teract with the scripture and 

themes from our weekly ser-

mons.   

 

The lion’s share of my time is 

spent in ministry to the mem-

bers of our church. Whether it  

is visitation in the hospital, at 

your home, in a restaurant, at 

the church, or in the community; 

I have been blessed to spend 

time with our church members 

in ministry over the last year. It 

is through relationships that dis-

cipleship happens, the life of 

our church community provides 

ample opportunities for us grow 

in Christ together. 

 

As many of you know, last July 

we started a new ministry for 

teenagers called Fusion. The 

mission of Fusion was to be dif-

ferent than an a typical “youth 

group”. Fusion was designed to 

be a place where teenagers 

could become a part of a fun 

and positive community and ex-

perience Jesus (possibly for the 

first time). We have teens that 

join us on Wednesday nights 

from our church, other 

churches, and from no church in 

particular who have a blast 

learning about God and serving 

others inside our church walls 

each week. Fusion has allowed 

me to build relationships with 

teenagers and their families in 

this community. It is not uncom-

mon for Kyla and me to get late 

night phone calls from them 

when a crisis arises, to be in-

vited to be a part of the impor-

tant events in their lives, or to 

find them at our house for din-

ner. Again, this is how disciple-

ship happens and it is exciting 

to see taking place so quickly in 

a new ministry at our church.  

These discipleship-based rela-

tionships are already bearing 

fruit in our church community. 

One of our teenagers leads the 

Monday afternoon Bible study 

for teens (called “The Well’), an-

other many of you heard preach 

both services one Sunday in 

April, and another is spearhead-

ing our outreach to children in 

the community this summer.   

 

I want to sincerely thank the 

members of our church for mak-

ing this year of ministry possi-

ble. By faith, many of you gave 

of your money and time gener-

ously over the last year to make 

many of these aspects of our 

church’s ministry possible. This 

upcoming year as our new 

building begins to take shape, 

expect to see Fusion undergo a 

little bit of an evolutionary 

change as our focus shifts to 

after-school ministry, and giving 

teenagers a safe and fun envi-

ronment to relax, study, and get 

to know Jesus better.  I am also 

looking forward to speaking at 

the baccalaureate for Alleghany 

High School graduates this 

month, taking our youth on an 

urban missions trip in Charlotte, 

reaching out to the children in 

our community with our Sparta 

Sidewalk Carnival, and continu-

ing to serve the members of our 

church as we strive to grow as a 

community of faith in Jesus to-

gether over the next year! 

Reflections 
by Ben Gatton 
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Fusion Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays 6:30 
returning July 20 

At the invitation of the United Methodist Women, 

Project AGAPE director, Nara Melkonyan, will 

visit our church on Thursday, June 2nd.  Nara 

will share her story and her experiences about 

this ministry.   

 

The only outside humanitarian assistance that is 

allowed for the area of Armenia comes from the 

North Carolina Conference and the Western 

North Carolina Conference (which is us).  The 

home of Project AGAPE is in Berdzor, a town of 

2,200 people just inside the border of the inde-

pendent state of Nagorno-Karabakh.  Project 

AGAPE supports a hospital, Christian education 

center and a children’s home in Berdzor and a 

medical clinic in a nearby village.   

 

The WNCC Mission Response Center in Terrell 

is a collection point for food, household items 

clothing and toys and makes several container 

shipments each year to support the people.  

Project AGAPE is vital to their survival and qual-

ity of life.  We are excited that our church will 

host Nara during her brief visit to North Caro-

lina.   

 

Everyone is urged to attend to understand the 

importance of helping our brothers and sisters in 

need.  An offering will be collected to support 

the Project AGAPE ministry.  The program will 

begin at 7PM and will be followed by a reception 

with light refreshments.  

Project Agape Director to Visit 

our Church June 2nd at 7pm 

Commerce and the TDA, as the chair.   This 

year they will celebrate their 47th anniversary. 

They have three wonderful children and five 

grandchildren.  Their oldest son and his wife 

live in Charlotte, their daughter and son-in-law 

live in Salisbury and their youngest son and 

son-in-law live in Los Angeles.  Each one has 

found their church home and they are active 

there, which makes them very happy as par-

ents. 

        

The Connors find Sparta United Methodist 

Church to be a loving and welcoming congre-

gation.  They celebrate the friendships they 

have made here and continue to make.  They 

feel blessed to be a part of this congregation! 

(The Connors  Continued from page 3) 

Your generous contributions to the May Mission 
Meal totaled $895. After expenses are de-
ducted the remaining proceeds will support the 
Youth Mission Trip this summer.  WAY TO GO! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
August 1 - August 5           9 am-12 pm 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

Faye Reeves  June 5  Vickie Sears  June 7  Marion Adams  June 11 
Bonnie Vaughan June 12  Greg Wyatt  June 14  Dean Joines  June 17 
Keith Howell  June 20  Dora Sue Smith  June 20  Billy Fleckenstein June 24 
Brenda Irwin  June 24  Peggi Ciolfi  June 26  Susan Murphy  June 28 
Les Scott  June 28  Margie Mitchell  June 29  John Tracy  June 30 
     Dorcas Wagoner June 30 

  James & Karen Saintsing June 8  Sam & Marcia Carlan June 14 
  Susan & Mack Murphy  June 15  Jack & Barbara Martin June 18 
  Rick & Libby Squires  June 26  Paul & Louise Blizzard June 29 
     Brenda Irwin & John Irwin, Jr. June 29 

New Community Outreach! 

Sparta UMC’s ministry to teens, Fusion, in partnership 

with The Solid Rock Food Closet Backpack Program, 

Xavier Iglesias, and St. Francis of Rome Catholic 

Church, is planning a summer outreach to the children 

in our community.  

On Sundays beginning June 26 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, we will be handing out 

food to the needy at Trojan Village Shopping Center. In order to promote community 

fellowship, Fusion will be hosting activities, games, and giving out treats to the chil-

dren. We have heard “the cry of the needy” and want to do what we can to help.  

You can help with this outreach by providing food such as cookies, milk or juice 

boxes, fruit bars, breakfast bars, etc. Food items can be brought to the church or to 

Trojan Village Shopping Center on Sunday mornings 10:00 - 12:00 beginning June 

26.   Also adult help will be needed on Sunday mornings as the food is being given 

out.  

Please contact Ben Gatton (336-572-2579), Theresa March (336-372-3004 or the 

Food Closet 336-372-6560), or Anna Kilmartin if you would like to help too. 
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Getting to Know Our Church Family  

In 1999, the Connors were very 

fortunate to find property in Al-

leghany County on which to 

build the Bed and Breakfast 

they had dreamed about.  They 

had fallen in love with the 

county years before when they 

first encountered the Blue Ridge 

Parkway and Doughton Park.  

Now they would be able to live 

here and they felt very blessed.   

 

For five years they planned and 

spent weekends at the cabin on 

their property, getting ready for 

the day in 2004 when they 

would sell their place in Guilford 

County to move to Glade Valley.  

They had lived in their home 

there for twenty years and at-

tended the same Methodist 

Church in Kernersville for even 

longer.  It was hard to leave 

their friends behind.  Their three 

children were all grown and out 

on their own now.  They could 

pursue their dream.  Some of 

their friends wondered about 

their sanity, but they were deter-

mined and after much tribulation 

their home was completed in 

late 2005 and they had their first 

guests on April 1, 2006, some 

ten years ago.    

 

Since, they have welcomed 

many guests and visitors.  

Some, from as far away as 

China, Australia, and South Af-

rica.  Many of their international 

guests are traveling down the 

parkway and want a place to 

spend the night.  October is 

their busiest time, with leaf look-

ers coming every day. During 

that part of the year a morning 

off is hard to come by.  Come 

winter however, they are able to 

take time off and work on pro-

jects.  Jim likes to work in his 

wood shop while Margaret pre-

fers to sew on quilt projects.  

When spring comes, they are 

outdoors working on the yard or 

in the garden.   

  

Since their second career takes 

much of their time, they can't 

always get to Sunday School, 

but when they do they are part 

of the Fellowship class, led by 

Larry Myers.  Jim tries to make 

it to UMM meetings and Marga-

ret is active in UMW.  Baking 

and cooking has always been 

one of her passions, so she 

does a great deal of that, both 

at home and at church. Pres-

ently, Margaret is participating 

in Disciple Bible Study with a 

great group of women who are 

lovingly known as the "Bad 

Girls". The Bible study group 

has been her one activity since 

she retired from teaching in 

2010, and it has been very re-

warding.  Margaret is also serv-

ing on the building committee.  

They both sing in the choir, 

making a joyful noise. 

         

Jim retired in 2006 from Gil-

barco in Greensboro.  He was 

inventory control supervisor 

there for 28 years while Marga-

ret was teaching 8th grade sci-

ence for 26 years. In Sparta he 

has served on the Chamber 

(Continued on page 7) 

Spotlight on 

Jim & Margaret 

Connor 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 

 

Our May Mission Meal was a big 

success.  Donations totaled 

$895.00!  After expenses and a do-

nation to the Kitchen Fund we’ll 

have a sizable contribution for Fu-

sion’s June mission trip.  Thanks to 

all that came to eat and contribute! 

 

Another wood delivery season has come to a 

close.  A total of 68 loads were delivered this 

past winter.  Thanks again to all of the Wood 

Warriors for supporting this great ministry.  

�  

Please join us for good food and fellowship 

Sunday June 19
th
 at 8:00 AM.  Ben, having 

just returned from the Fusion mission trip, will 

share the great experiences our youth had 

and the lives that they touched. 

u
m
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     Columbarium 

 

On Tuesday, May 10, 2016, 

Pastor Bob held the first com-

mittal service for the Sparta 

UMC Columbarium.  It was a 

beautiful morning service with 

family and friends gathered for the inurnment of 

Bob Edwards.  It was Bob’s wish and initial plan-

ning that started the idea of a church prayer garden 

and columbarium.  So it is fitting that his service 

was the first one to be held. 

 

The church columbarium is available to all mem-

bers, family members and constituents of the 

church.  If you have not already done so, please 

take a few moments to visit the prayer garden and 

consider making use of the columbarium.  A niche 

can be purchased at any time for future use.  For 

an application and/or guidelines, please contact 

Les Scott or Tommy and Martha Thompson.     

Missed an announcement on Sunday? 

Newsletter got misplaced? 

Often find yourself saying “I didn’t know about that”? 

We are excited to announce that if these things have happened to you, you 

can still be “in the know!” 

Beginning this summer, we will begin emailing important church news right to your inbox. This will 

include information on new programs, upcoming events and other important announcements that 

can’t wait until the next monthly newsletter. And the good part is, if you miss the Sunday morning an-

nouncements you’ll still be informed. 

Your email is secure and you can “unsubscribe” to the email anytime you want with 

the click of the mouse.  

If you want to take advantage of this new communication tool, be sure the church 

has your email address. You can send an email to office@umcsparta.com and  simply say “Add 

me to the list.”  We’ll be seeing ya in the Inbox! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS   

By Beverlee Scott 

 

As I write this article for the newsletter, I am cur-

rently in three different Bible studies.  No – I am 

not a glutton for punishment.  As a member of the 

United Methodist Women, a portion of The UMW 

Purpose states that we ‘shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is to know God’.   And I 

can think of no better way to fulfill that phrase 

than to spend time with women studying the Bi-

ble.   In one class, we are Ezekiel listening to God 

and learning obedience.  In another, The Disciple 

Study, we are reading through the whole Bible for 

a period of 34 weeks and fell in love with the Old 

Testament.  And in a short four week study led by 

Tom Miller, we are delving into the meaning of 

Sabbath.  Each study is unique and each leader 

style is different, but the time spent getting to 

know the Bible better has been invaluable in my 

faith walk with God.  I urge everyone to take ad-

vantage of a chance to meet with Christians in 

our church and in our community and become a 

student of the Holy Bible. 

 

The spring and summer UMW schedule is full of 

exciting events.  I hope that you have read the 

articles about the June 18th Church Picnic and 

the June 2nd visit from Nara from Project AGAPE.  

We have decided to suspend the June 8th 

monthly meeting and, instead, use Nara’s visit 

and program for the June meeting.  We are ex-

cited to be included in her busy schedule and in-

vite everyone to come meet this extraordinary 

woman.  

 

Have you been doing some spring cleaning?  

Have you got some ‘stuff’ that you want to get rid 

of?  Let the UMW help! We will again participate 

in the ‘now famous’ Highway 21 Yard Sale.  This 

year, the Yard Sale will be held out on the church 

parking lot and sidewalk on Saturday, 

July 30th.  Funds raised this year will 

go to support the Youth group, Meth-

odist Men and the UMW.  We will ac-

cept any item, large or small, as a do-

nation.  Please contact Beverlee 

Scott if you need help getting items to 

the church for the Yard Sale.  

 

It is never too early to start planning for our larg-

est fundraiser, the Festival of Tables scheduled 

for October 1st.  Our speaker will be Emily Fitch-

patrick of the On Eagles Wings.  This organiza-

tion provides counseling and a road to a better life 

for young girls and women who have gotten in-

volved in human trafficking.  Emily is a powerful 

speaker with a timely message for today’s world.  

If you are interested in decorating and hosting a 

table, please contact me for more information.  

We are hopeful that the new church addition will 

be done in time to hold the Festival in a larger 

setting.   

   

The Sewing Circle is busy making 100 school 

bags.  This request has come from the Confer-

ence officers for each district to provide bags to 

be given out at the June Spiritual Growth Retreat 

and return the bags filled with school supplies at 

the September Annual Meeting.  We want to 

thank everyone who has responded to our plea 

for fabric for the school bags and the ‘Little 

Dresses’.  It is your generous donations that 

makes this ministry possible.    

 

As always, every woman in the church is invited 

to attend our meetings held on the second 

Wednesday of each month starting at 6:30PM.  

However, because of substituting Nara’s visit at 

our church on June 2nd, the next regularly sched-

uled meeting will be held July 13th.  Please come 

u
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