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Beloved of the Lord;  
 I would like to share some random thoughts with you that I trust will connect in this mes-
sage.  This morning while reading the news I came across two bits of information that 
spoke very clearly to me.  The first piece of news was this, it is now official: the millennial 
generation (18-35) is now the largest population group in the U.S. work force and the other 
piece of news is that the percentage of Americans who have no religious affiliation at all is 
now at 22% which is the highest rate ever in our long and storied history.  I rejoice that so 
many young people are moving into the work force and taking their place as the future 
leaders of our great nation.  It has been somewhat of a real struggle for this age group to 
find their foothold in society as they have suffered the consequences of high unemploy-
ment as a result of the economic downturn of 2008.  Now the other piece of news which 
concerns me so very much is the 22% of our population who have no religious affiliation 
and that percentage takes in all religious affiliation, not just the Christian church.  I think it is 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB (Continued on page 2) 

June 2015 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDERJune 2015 ~ THE CIRCUIT RIDER  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB  
 
 
 
 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 
music@umcsparta.com 

 
Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 
Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 

JUNE MISSION MEAL 
Sunday, June 14 at 12:00 pm  
This month’s Mission Meal will be prepared by the Sparta UMYF.  Plan to stay for a deli-
cious lunch of BBQ chicken, various salads, baked beans, bread, and dessert.  Your do-
nations will go to support the Youth Mission Trip in July.   

YOUTH NEWS by Talina Pipes 
 This summer two of our youth, Garrett 
Wishon and Anna Kilmartin, will participate in 
Carolina Cross Connection.  This is a week 
long mission trip at Camp Loy White located 
in Casar, North Carolina.  Our trip will be 
from Sunday, July 5 to Saturday, July 11. 
 Please keep our young missionaries,  

other campers, staff, and the communities 
that will be served in your prayers.  If you 
would like to send an encouraging letter to 
them while at camp, the address is:   
 Carolina Cross Connection 
 (Campers name) 
 Camp Loy White 
 258 Hull Rd 
 Casar, NC 28020 

“In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 
the day he was taken up to heaven after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apos-
tles whom he had chosen.  After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many con-
vincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the Kingdom of God. 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the prom-
ise of the Father. ‘This’ he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’  So when they had come 

together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 1:1-18)  
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safe to say that if we knew the percentage that are not affili-
ated with the Christian church we would know a figure that 
exceeds the above stated percentage.  We do know from the 
various books and articles (both religious and secular) that 
many of us have read and from personal experience that the 
18-35 age group is the generation that is missing as a whole 
in the life of the church.  To my way of thinking the conclusion 
that we can draw is obvious:  we, the church universal and the 
church particular, have somehow or another failed to connect 
with this generation.  This saddens me a great deal for I know 
where my life was apart from Christ and I know so very well 
how my life could have been and would have been apart from 
him.  I believe with all my heart that he is “the way and the 
truth and the life” and perhaps like no other time in our history 
we as a church need to find out just why this disconnect is.  I 
am 62 years old, as hard as that is for me to sometimes 
grasp, but this is my reality and my reality is so very far re-
moved from the reality of someone half my age or more.  I 
have children in this age group and I am so very thankful that 
they do know the Lord Jesus and they have taken their place 
in God’s church.  I have friends in this age group and I have 
made a real effort to listen to my young friends as they ex-
press their own life journey and their reasons for not being 
connected with the church.  Recently Karen and I attended 
Talina’s last session in the Flame Builders program that she 
has been involved with this past year and I was blessed to be 
able to spend some time with a good number of these young 
folks and they shared with me and others some of the issues 
and struggles they have had and still have with finding their 
place in the church.  They are very real concerns and I do 
believe that the church as a whole has failed to listen to them 
and reach out to them in the loving presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit.  That is our calling, it is the calling that all Chris-
tians have been given by Jesus, “you are to be my witnesses” 
and if I can take some liberty, which I believe Jesus would 
approve of, the command is that we are to be “his witnesses 
in Sparta, Alleghany County, North Carolina and be-
yond.”  But it starts here, right here where we are and where 
we live.  
 To this end I want to celebrate and I want us to celebrate 
the events that loom on our horizon.  Soon we will see the 
earth being moved around the church literally and I trust figu-
ratively.  I hope in the next month we will see the graders and 
the builders to be able to begin their work.  As a church you 
decided late last year that moving forward with the building 
addition is the right thing to do for the future of our church and 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB (Continued from page 1) for the good of our community.  This is a good thing.  I 
personally see this building addition as being a very 
large part of our church’s missional activity.  We will all 
be blessed with a larger fellowship hall and kitchen 
which we need and it of course will be available to the 
many groups within our community who use this 
space.  The walking track can be a ministry to both sen-
iors and the younger people of our community.  The 
basketball goals and meeting space can and will be well 
utilized by many of us and I believe will be an implement 
for reaching out to children and teens and will provide 
safe recreational opportunities.  This is indeed an excit-
ing time for ministry.   
 We as a church have also approved the matter of 
bringing Mr. Ben Gatton on staff starting June 8.  We 
are fortunate that Ben is willing and able to do this as he 
will bring with him a vast array of experience in both the 
fields of education and Christian ministry. He has a bet-
ter connection with the millennial generation and their 
families than anyone I know of and I believe he will be 
able to help empower us in our outreach to un-churched 
families in our community.  In addition Ben and Talina 
will be working under my direction to provide some disci-
pleship classes for all our members who are seeking a 
closer walk with Christ.  As stated earlier, we are raising 
the money for Ben’s salary through donations by church 
members who go above and beyond their already com-
mitted giving to the church budget.  I am extremely ex-
cited and thankful for the response that we have already 
received which to date is a little over $18,000.  This is 
something to celebrate!  Thank you so very much.   
 One last random thought if you will.  Soon we (Pratt, 
Ben and myself) will be going to Annual Conference and 
there we will be about the business of the church for our 
conference. There will be many joyful things to celebrate 
and there will be some matters that aren’t so celebra-
tory. One of these will be the matter of receiving reports 
on churches in our conference that are no longer able to 
carry on ministry and will need to be closed. Though it is 
not universally true, yet it is generally true, these are 
churches who have neglected their outreach ministry 
and instead have focused on maintaining the status 
quo.  I feel deeply for the members of these churches 
because they are usually elderly members and they 
have invested their lives in their church and to see their 
church close is akin to witnessing the death of a loved 
one.  It is painful and people are left asking that com-
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 Sparta United Methodist Women are called to welcome 
one another into a community of love and sisterhood.  We 
have experienced and expressed this most recently through 
two shared events.  The first was our Spring Brunch in April 
and the Mother’s Day Tea on May 9.  Both of these were 
quite special and well attended. 
 Our Spring Brunch gave us an opportunity to share a 
midmorning meal and fellowship.  Mrs. Kimberly Smith of 
Elkin joined us.  Kimberly is our UMW nurturing partner.  
Other guests included Karen and Pastor Bob.  UMW mem-
bers were encouraged to share humorous stories.  Lucy 
Roe shared a folktale about a “Cracked Pot” and Faye 
Reeves read some funny and heartwarming thoughts from 
children about what they knew or believed about “angels.” 
 The Mother’s Day Tea had about 80 in attendance.  
Again, we shared in food and fellowship.  Nancy Jones and 
Alan Sears provided us with three musical selections which 
included Nancy’s piano solo and Alan’s vocal performance 
as well as a duet with Nancy at the piano and Alan playing 
the trumpet.  Their entertainment was enjoyed and well re-
ceived.  Bonnie Vaughan shared that a guest at her table 
was from Peru and presented her with a book about 
Mother’s Day. The UMW appreciates all the individuals that 
helped make the tea a success.  Our special thanks to the 
United Methodist Men for being our servers.  They did a 
great job serving refreshments and pouring tea. 

 The UMW, UMM, and the Staff Parish Committee are 
working together on the upcoming church picnic.  This 
event will be Saturday, June 6 at 5:00 pm  We hope all the 
members of the congregation will meet at the Lions Club 
Pavilion for this time of hospitality and fellowship.  As we 
gather that evening we will have an opportunity to welcome 
Ben Gatton, his wife, Kyla, and children, Margot and Sam. 
As you recall Ben will be joining our church staff in early 
June. Please make plans now to be a part of this special 
celebration.  Hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided.  
We ask that you bring a side dish. 
 The Sewing Circle continues to meet and work on the 
first Monday of each month from 10:00 to 1:00.  Your help 
is needed.  If you can sew, press seams, cut fabric, run 
elastic through a casing or just enjoy good fellowship 
please come.  Just recently the Sewing Circle received 
photos of little girls in Cuba and Nicaragua wearing dresses 
made by the circle.  These pictures taken and sent by the 
women on mission to these locations affirmed that the 
group’s efforts are blessings for the children and the Sew-
ing Circle. 
 The UMW will hold its next monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, June 10 at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Please accept 
our invitation to visit this meeting.  We would like the 
women of our church to know we welcome you and would 
like to share with you faith, hope, and love in action. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 
Wednesday, June 10 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

UNITED METHODIST MEN by Duane Davis 
Sunday, June 21 at 8:00 am ~ Fellowship Hall 
Greetings from the Sparta United Methodist Men.  The last 
month has been a busy one. The men prepared a meal for 
Carolina Farm Credit's annual meeting in Sparta, worked 
with the men's Free Handy-Man projects for members that 
need assistance and served tea during the Methodist 
Women's Mother's Day Tea.  Although they are no longer 
delivering wood, the men continue to secure wood from 
the Highway 21 project along with trees from local yards.  
The wood shed is being prepared for dismantling and 
moving to the northwest corner of the property so it will not 
interfere with the church's building project.. The truck used 
in the wood ministry has been serviced and will need at-
tention for ongoing issues such as insurance and tires.  
On May 10, the men enjoyed cooking and serving the Mis-
sion Meal.  They are planning enthusiastically to lead the 
upcoming worship services on May 31. 

WE NEED YOUR STUFF 
Highway 12 Yard Sale ~ July 24-26, 2015 
 The second annual Highway 21 Yard Sale will be held 
the weekend of July 24-26.  With the great success we had 
last year, the Youth Group and the United Methodist 
Women will combine efforts to participate in the event on 
Saturday only, July 25th.  So let us help you get a jump 
start on your spring projects and clean 
out the attic, the basement, the garage, 
the closets and the kitchen cupboard.  
We will take any objects big or small.  
All proceeds from the yard sale will be 
shared by the Youth Group and the UMW to fund the Youth 
Group activities and to support the UMW local mission 
work.  More information will be available closer to the July 
date, but if you need help with an item, please contact Bev-
erlee Scott or Talina Pipes.  We appreciate your support! 



6 

YOUTH MEETING HELPERS   
June July 

7-No meeting 5-Mission Trip 

14-Larry Prince 12-Mission Trip 

21-John Tracy 19-Mintie Saintsing 

28-Frances Cox 26-Dora Sue Smith 

YOUTH MEETING AND NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve our Children and Youth.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 

Faye Reeves June 5 Vickie Sears  June 7  Marion Adams  June 11 

Bonnie Vaughan June 12 Darcy McKenna June 14  Greg Wyatt  June 14  

Dean Joines June 17 Keith Howell  June 20  Dora Sue Smith  June 20  

Billy Fleckenstein June  24 Brenda Irwin  June 24  Peggi Cioefi  June 26  

Susan Murphy June 28 Les Scott  June 28  Jacquelyne Isner  June 29 
Margie Mitchell June 29 John Tracy  June 30  Dorcas Wagoner June 30 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO... 

 Richard & Jane Doughton June 5  James & Karen Saintsing June 8 

 Larry & Patti Cox June 10  Susan & Mack Murphy  June 15 

 Jack & Barbara Martin June 18  Boyd & Doris Farmer  June 19 

 Rick & Libby Squires June 26  Paul & Louise Blizzard  June 29 

 John & Brenda Irwin June 29 

NURSERY HELPERS  
June July 

7-Ken Lewis 5-Larry Prince 

14-Talina Pipes 12-Max Cox 

21-Carol Upchurch 19-Sylvia Truitt 

28-Brenda Irwin 26-Gayle Cobb 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY DATES 
Dates: July 28, July 29, August 4 ~ 2015 
 It’s that time again in the life of our church to make a 
new church directory.  It’s early to know your schedule 
for July and August but please keep these dates in mind 
when making your summer plans.  Just for coming in to 
have your family or individual photo made, you receive a 
free 8”x10” portrait and a free directory.  Our goal is to 
have everyone in the church in the directory so please 
put the dates on your calendar.  We will start scheduling 
appointments this month. 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING ~ APRIL 30, 2015 

Average monthly Sunday School Attendance 74 

Average monthly Worship Services 157 

Needed in April to meet the budget $15,462 

Received from congregation in April $17,239 

Total needed to date in 2015 $65,031 

Total received to date in 2015 $65,347 
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 As many of you know, Ben Gatton will soon be joining our 
church staff.  His first day of work will be June 8 and his posi-
tion will be Director of Discipleship and Family Ministry.  He will 
be working under the direction of Pastor Bob and will provide 
support and assistance to him. 
 Ben will play a critical role in the ministries of our church as 
we build our new building and expand our ministries for not 
only the community but for our church itself.  One of the first 
things Ben is going to do is to identify community needs that 
can be addressed by our church and then plan and conduct 
activities to address these needs.  He will be working with 
community leaders and individuals who can assist in our com-
munity outreach efforts. 
 Ben will also help lead our Christian Education ministry.  

WELCOME BEN GATTON by Donald Cobb 

He has plans to work with small groups to meet the 
discipleship needs of all groups within the church.  He 
is also excited about helping members develop their 
spiritual gifts to serve the ministry of our church and he 
will help provide training for persons serving in various 
ministries within our church.  Ben will serve as a re-
source person and advisor to our various church com-
mittees and leadership. 
 Ben will become more involved with our youth, es-
pecially our UMYF.  Ben, Talina Pipes and Pastor Bob 
will determine how we can best serve our young people 
and some changes in responsibilities may be made. 
 We are excited to have Ben join our church staff.  
Welcome Ben! 

SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH COUNCIL  
The motions listed below have come before council: 
January 12, 2015-Church Council: 
1. Max Cox made a motion from the Finance Committee to re-

designate the monthly $300 donation given to the Ministe-
rium to $150 to the Food Closet and $150 to the Relief 
Fund. Larry Prince seconded.  Vote taken, all yes, motion 
carried. 

2. Larry Prince made a motion to discontinue taking funds 
from the Grace Fund to pay the $300 monthly Ministerium 
donation that was previously paid through the budget.  Max 
Cox made a motion to pay the $300 from the budget not 
from the Grace Fund, Brant Banks seconded. Vote taken, 
all yes, motion carried. 

3. Brant Banks presented three different scenarios on how to 
proceed with selling the Lowe’s stock to cover the cost of 
the new building project.  The three scenarios would require 
additional giving from the giving units of A) 10%; B) 8%, or 
C) 5% to stay within our present budget.  Sandy Lovett 
made a motion to go with Plan C that recommended we 
would sell enough Lowe’s shares to cover the entire pro-
posed cost of the project.  Larry Prince seconded.  Vote 

taken, all yes, motion carried.   
March 9, 2015-Church Council 
1. Donna Myers discussed making a new church di-

rectory.  Delta Peterson made a motion to allow 
Donna to secure a company to make a new church 
directory, choose the company, pick the dates, and 
form a church directory committee.  Max Cox sec-
onded, vote taken, all yes, motion carried. 

March 29, 2015-Called Church Council 
1. The purpose of the called meeting was to set the 

date of the new building groundbreaking ceremony 
on April 12, 2015 following the 11:00 am worship 
service and there would be a Mission Meal that 
Sunday as well.  Everyone agreed to the date. 

2. The committee recommended naming the building 
“The Pugh Family Life Center” and to place a sim-
ple small plaque inside the building to acknowledge 
the donation by Charles and his family.  Disa Wis-
hon made a motion to place a plaque in the building 
to recognize the Pugh family and Max Cox sec-
onded.  Vote taken, all yes, motion carried. 

mon grieving question: “How do I go on from here?” God tells 
us in Proverbs 29:18 (KJV), “Where there is no vision, the peo-
ple perish.”  I am thankful to God that we have a vision and I 
truly believe that the vision came to us in and through the Holy 
Spirit.  We have heard the call “to be my witnesses” and this I 
want us all to celebrate in the name of the One who has given 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB (Continued from page 2) us cause to celebrate.   
 I pray and ask for God to continue to bless us indi-
vidually and as His church 
right here in the wonderful 
town of Sparta.  
In Christ, 
Pastor Bob 
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YOUR ULTIMATE LIFE EVENT GUIDE by Pratt Davis 
 I have had such a great week - I got to lead a talk about Dreams at 
the Library's Lunch and Learn event on Tuesday.  Now you may well 
ask, What is a nice girl like you, and a CPA too, doing talking about 
Dreams?  How I became interested in Dream Work is a long story, but 
it is not my fault.  It happened this way. 
 From birth I loved stories.  My parents used to tell how, as a tod-
dler, I would take a storybook to my Dad every evening and say, Read 
it to me.  He would read the story and I would say, Read it again, 
Daddy.  And he would read it again, and again, and again.  He used to 
say he had to read that story until he was hoarse.  Once I was able to 
read I was off and running with a life-long love of stories - my favorites 
were, and still are, mysteries.  I was a Nancy Drew fan and collected 
every single Nancy Drew book that was written.  And I also loved num-
bers and math. 
 In my work life there was real satisfaction in adding columns of 
numbers, balancing accounts, and chasing down a missing amount.  I 
was a detective hot on the trail of the unknown until I located the solu-
tion.  People always told me I had a messed up mind - that words were 
right brain activities and numbers were left brain activities.  They said I 
didn't know which brain to use.  That bothered me, until recently I read 
that the left/right brain idea is not correct.  Math is a language.  So 
there I had the answer, my love of numbers was like my love of read-
ing.  They are both language related. 
 With that love of language and mystery lurking in the background, I 
muddled along through life.  I did all the usual ordinary things of start-
ing a home and raising children, holding a job and cooking for bake 
sales.  And we went to church.  I was raised in church, my parents 
went to church and participated in church activities.  I did the same, but 
I am not a comfortable pew sitter.  I was always squirming in the pew 
and sometimes making a grocery list while the sermon was going on.  
Until one Sunday when our pastor, Rev. Wendy Fishel, said we were 
supposed to be more than pew sitters.  For some reason that caught 
my attention, and when she started a lunch time Bible study shortly 
after that, I walked across the street from my office in the bank to join in 
the study.  That began a long thread of synchronistic events that un-
folded over more than ten years to lead me to sign up for something 
called Spiritual Direction Training at the Haden Institute in Flat Rock, 
NC in the fall of 1998. 
 The week before our first Intensive weekend, I received a letter 
from Rev. Bob Haden telling me what to bring for that event.  On the 
list was "Bring a Dream."  Bring a Dream??  I did not remember 
dreams.  I did not have a dream.  What was I going to do?  For once, 
and my husband might say the first time, I had No Control over being 
prepared.  I gave up, I decided maybe someone would share a dream 
with me and I could use their dream.  Then the night before I left for the 
weekend, I had a dream.  I dutifully wrote it down, still thinking this was 
crazy.  What would we do with a dream? 
 Well, I found out.  Bob Haden is not only an Episcopal Priest he is 
a Diplomat of The American Psychotherapy Association with 30 years 
experience in teaching the dream.  He teaches dream work as part of 
the Spiritual Direction Training because he knows that dreams come to 

show us what we need to do to lead a balanced life. Our 
dreams move us toward becoming the whole persons that 
God created us to be.  Dreams do present a crazy picture - 
but they seem crazy because they are not literal.  Dreams 
use images to show us things about ourselves that we do 
not know.  In other words, dreams speak in a language of 
images, pictures that stand for something other than what 
the image is.  In his book, Unopened Letters from God, 
Bob Haden writes, "If my neighbor throws trash on my yard 
in waking life, that is exactly what is happening.  But if I 
dream that my neighbor throws trash on my yard, it would 
be wise for me to figure out how a part of myself is trashing 
another aspect of myself.  When we look at dreams this 
way, insights begin to pop." (p. 2) 
 Bob showed us how to take the dream we brought to 
the Intensive weekend and translate the images.  We sifted 
through the people, places, objects, and feelings and noted 
their characteristics.  Then we tracked the descriptions of 
the images into our own lives.  When we finished I saw that 
my dream story was saying something to me, not to any-
one else; it was tailor-made for me.  Wow, I was hooked.  I 
have been keeping a dream journal ever since. 
 So there you have it, I think the reason I love dreams 
is that they combine my love of language and story with a 
good mystery.  They are stories in images showing me 
something about myself that I do not know.  There seems 
to be an unlimited supply of Things I Need To Know!  I 
move into problem solving mode and try to translate the 
dream language.  At the same time I recognize I may 
never really know what the dream is telling me.  Neverthe-
less, the dream is a natural process and it is communicat-
ing with me. 
 We modern people want to confine our knowing to the 
logical, the proven, and that which we can touch directly.  
Yet we live in an intelligent universe that we cannot see.  
Just look at the natural world, where trees "talk" to each 
other, and where elephants come back after many years to 
grieve at the places their mothers died.  If you really want 
your mind expanded, visit the world of quantum physics, 
where atoms react in seemingly crazy ways.  Not to men-
tion that no one has seen an atom.  We can only guess 
what atoms are like by studying the results of tests per-
formed on them. Then there are energy and matter that 
have both energy nature and particle nature.  We live in a 
strange place, we just don't know it. 
 A few weeks ago, my husband and I watched a TV 
program about what the Hubble telescope has been able 
to show us.  There were beautiful pictures of star nurseries 
and galaxies forming.  One was bright green and yellow, 
another was red and white that looked like an NC State 
basketball team.  The astronomer narrating the show com-
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 Mothers’ Day celebrations bring back many wonderful 
memories here at Sparta UMC.  Our annual Mother’s Day 
bulletin is full of history of our church families.  Virginia Setzer 
began the tradition by sewing the pages of the Mother’s Day 
bulletin.  I still have a bulletin from 1981 with eight full pages 
sewn together by Virginia. 
 Our lovely Mother’s Day Tea that we now enjoy each 
May is such a loving outreach to our community.  This May 
we had a Mother attend from Peru!  Ofelia brought her lovely 
Mother, Carmela, who is visiting the United States. 
 Many years each Mother attending our worship services 
received lovely flowers, one to plant or for a bouquet.  This is 
such a loving tribute to Mothers from our church.  Perhaps 
the best memories are from the era when we had an evening 
full-course dinner with entertainment.  Sharon Simons usually 
got the UM women together to plan for the event.  I remem-
ber the women would bring their best china plates from home 
to serve the meal.  The UM men have always been faithful to 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING EMPTY BOWLS 
The 6th Annual Empty Bowls 2015 Committee 
 We can never find enough words to express how grateful 
we are for all that you have done for us.  Please know that all 
of our accomplishments only happen because you choose to 
care!  We will always remember your generous acts of kind-
ness. 
 Feeding hungry children in our community is one of the 
main objectives of this fundraiser but another very important 
aspect is making those around us more aware of the circum-
stances of these hungry children.  We feel that this is being 
accomplished with your help and because of that, more and 

more individuals are learning the disturbing information 
and they too want to know how they can help. 
 We are so fortunate to live in a community that 
gives so graciously!  At this year’s event, we were able 
to raise $20,000 to feed hungry children in our county!  
We are extremely proud of our community for coming 
together yet once again for such a wonderful cause.  
Because of your contribution there will be many chil-
dren going to bed with fuller tummies which creates a 
better focused mind to learn and achieve greater 
things. 
 May God richly bless you! 

MISSION REPORT 
Our Mission Meals this year have been very successful 
thus far.  After expenses we have been able to share 
with the designated missions.  Thank you for your gen-
erous donations and support of our mission outreach! 

May 
June 14 

Sparta UMM Wood Ministry 
Sparta Youth Mission trip 

$237.63 
Give generously! 

BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE from Talina Pipes 
I would like to thank each of you again for the opportunity to 
participate in Flame Builders.  It has been a life changing 
experience as I expressed during the service on April 13.  I 
have learned so much while living here in Sparta about what 
it really means to be a Christian. I pray that I continue to al-
low the Holy Spirit to move me and share the love of Christ in 
all that I do. 

serve the meal.  Tommy Thompson, Sr. would always 
be there with his wife, Betty.  They would provide flow-
ers from the florist for our table center pieces that were 
prizes to take home.  Linda Shelor baked her yeast rolls 
for the meals. 
 Entertainment would vary every year, but it was al-
ways fun!  Our church administrative assistant, Hilda 
Holland, did a great “Hello Dolly” routine. Faye and Cleo 
played the guitar and sang, Ed and Marion danced 
away, Everett and Rose did a fun hoe-down show with 
their corncob pipes one year.  Lucy Roe portrayed “Dolly 
Parton” and yours truly played “Minnie Pearl” (I’m still 
called “Minnie” by some around town.) 
 Jo Burch worked hard planning some of the evening 
Mother’s Day events.  Pratt and Sabrina did a comedy 
dance one year and Delta was a darling “Shirley Tem-
ple” with her lollipop! 
 These are only a few memories of the history of 
Mother’s Day here at Sparta UMC.  To be continued…. 

mented that the colors were determined by the wave length of the 
beams of light, but our eyes could not pick up these colors.  So it is 
with much that surrounds us.  We cannot see it, but there it is. 
 At the breakfast table this morning, I pulled up my email to 
check for any vital overnight messages.  That is a little obsessive I 

YOUR ULTIMATE LIFE EVENT GUIDE (Continued from page 4) know, but this morning I was not disappointed.  There was an 
email that had arrived at 1:21 a.m. with a subject of Pratt's 
Ultimate Life Event Guide.  Instantly I thought, Someone must 
be sending me an email about Dreams!  Then I saw who sent 
it and had to laugh.  It was from Ticketmaster.  Or was it 
Really Ticketmaster who sent it?  It's a mystery. 


