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is a family of those who proclaim the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and  
serve all God’s people 
in our community and 
around the world. 

  

Then little children were bring brought to him 
in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray.   
The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 

but Jesus said, ‘let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’   

(Matthew 19:13-14)  
 

 Just about one hundred years ago a little girl stood near a small church from which she 
had been turned away because “it was too crowded.”  “I can’t go to Sunday school,” she 
sobbed to the pastor as he walked by.  Seeing her shabby, unkempt appearance, the 
pastor guessed that this was more likely the reason she had been turned away, so taking 
her by the hand he took her inside and found a place for her in the Sunday school 
class.  The child was so happy that they found room for her and now she was able to sit 
and learn with the other children in her class.  She went to bed that night thinking of the 
children who have no place to go and learn about Jesus.   
 Some two years later, this child lay dead in one of the poor tenement buildings of her 
neighborhood.  Her parents called for the kindhearted pastor who had befriended their 
daughter and asked him if he would please help them in their time of great grief.  As her 
poor little body was being moved from the tenement building, a worn and crumpled red 
purse was found which seemed to have been rummaged from some trash dump.  Inside 
the purse was found 57 cents and a note, scribbled in a child’s handwriting.  The note 
read, “this is to help build the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday 
school.”  For two years the little girl had saved this money and it was her offering of love.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
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Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 
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music@umcsparta.com 
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Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 
Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 

UMW SEWING CIRCLE 
Little dresses sewn by the Sparta 
UMW Sewing Circle delivered to 
Cuban and Nicaraguan children 
by a mission team this year! 
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 When the pastor tearfully read that note, he knew instantly what he would do.  Carrying this note and the cracked, red 
pocketbook to the pulpit, he told the story of her unselfish love and devotion.  He challenged his deacons to get busy and 
raise enough money for the larger building.  But the story does not end there.  A newspaper learned of the story and pub-
lished it.  It was read by a wealthy realtor who offered them a parcel of land worth many thousands.  When told that the 
church could not pay so much, he offered to sell it to the little church for 57 cents.  Church members made large dona-
tions.  Checks came from far and wide.  Within five years the little girl’s gift had increased to $250,000.00, a huge amount 
for that time.  Her unselfish love had paid large dividends.   
 If you find this story to be just a little too hard to believe then you might plan on taking a little trip to Philadelphia in the 
near future.  If you do, be sure to look up Temple Baptist Church, with a seating capacity of 3,300.  And while you are 
there, be sure to visit Temple University, where thousands of students are educated every year and have been since its 
inception.  Have a look, too, at The Good Samaritan Hospital and at a Sunday school building which houses hundreds of 
beautiful children, built so that no child in the area will ever need to be left outside during the Sunday school hour.  In one 
of the rooms in this building may be seen the picture of the sweet face of the little girl whose 57 cents, so sacrificially 
saved, made such remarkable history.  Alongside it is a portrait of her kind pastor, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, author of the 
book Acres of Diamonds.  If you can’t make it to Philadelphia, pick up the book for it is a wonderful testimony to the power 
of love.  
 I long to see the day that our church will be jam-packed with little children.  Children who will see the church as a place 
of refuge; a place to learn about Jesus along side other children; a place where they can safely be on teacher workdays; a 
place where children can gather for receiving help in their school work when needed.  I dream of and long to see more 
and more children gathering with all of their exuberant joy just as I long to hear their wonderful laughter.  In my own hum-
ble way of thinking I cannot possibly imagine a greater cause that would be so pleasing to God for the incarnate one said 
“let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 
 I want to simply pause in this moment to thank each of you for all that you do and for all that you give to help make this 
dream become more than a dream.  God tells us “that when my people no longer dream dreams and have no vision they 
will perish.”  Thanks be to God, we have dreams and we have a vision and by God’s grace and our prayerful efforts, the 
dreams and the visions will become real and I must believe that wonderful stories will some day be told by the little one’s 
in our midst about the love of God they learned through the faithful in this church and community. 
 With all of my heartfelt love, thank you for dreaming with me. 
In Christ’s Love, 

 
 

Pastor Bob  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB (Continued from page 1) 

MISSION REPORT 
Our Mission Meals this year have been very successful thus far.  After expenses we have been able to share with the 
designated missions the amounts below.  Thank you for your generous donations and support of our mission outreach! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU NOTE FROM DANA 
Thank you so much for the $299.92 donation.  The meal was superb and we greatly appreciate your dedication to our 
mission of assisting victims of abuse.  God bless each of you.  Lee Cornett ~ DANA Director 

January Sparta UMC Grace Fund $586.70 

February Sparta UMW Scholarship $350.18 

March DANA $299.92 

April Ben Gatton’s Salary Fund $922.40 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
  As spring brings its warm breezes and beautiful colors it reminds UMW members of our purpose.  Each meeting we 
state our purpose in unison which includes the words “to know God ….”   What better way to know God than to spend 
time in His nature reflecting on its beauties and blessings.  Sparta UMW is indeed blessed in so many ways.  Our mem-
bers give freely of their time and talents.  In doing so we build a supportive fellowship and work to expand the concepts of 
mission both locally and globally. 
 The UMW has several upcoming events they wish to share with you. The first is the annual Mother’s Day Spring Tea 
on May 9 at 2:00 PM.  The Fellowship Hall will be decorated for this festive occasion to honor Mothers and loved ones.  
The menu of homemade items includes finger sandwiches, cookies, fruits, and a selection of teas.  Tickets are $6 and can 
be purchased before the 9:00 and 11:00 o’clock worship services.  You may also contact Lucy Roe at 372-4942 for tick-
ets.  Please make plans to attend.  You are sure to enjoy the food, fellowship, and entertainment. 
 On Saturday, June 6th the UMW and UMM will help host our church-wide picnic. The picnic will be held at the Lions 
Club Pavilion. Coming in May there will be additional information about this event in the church bulletin.  Please mark your 
calendar now and plan on joining our church family for an evening of fun, fellowship, and delicious burgers. 
 Another important event for the Youth Group and UMW will be our joint yard sale.  It will be held on Saturday, July 25 
as part of the Highway 21 Celebration.  Yard sale chairperson, Beverlee Scott, will be releasing more information concern-
ing the sale in the coming weeks. 
 As always the Sparta UMW extends an open invitation to any woman to join our circle of believers.  We welcome you 
to come and visit with us at our monthly meetings.  These are held the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Also, you would be welcome to join the Sewing Circle on the first Monday of each month from 10:00 to 
1:00 PM.  In both we will endeavor to share with you what it means to join Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY DATES 
Dates: July 28, July 29, August 4 ~ 2015 
 It’s that time again in the life of our church to make a new church directory.  It’s early to know your schedule for July 
and August but please keep these dates in mind when making your summer plans.  Just for coming in to have your family 
or individual photo made, you receive a free 8”x10” portrait and a free directory.  Our goal is to have everyone in the 
church in the directory so please put the dates on your calendar.  We will start scheduling appointments in June. 

WE NEED YOUR STUFF 
Highway 12 Yard Sale ~ July 24-26, 2015 
 The second annual Highway 21 Yard Sale will be held the weekend of July 24-26.  With the great success we had last 
year, the Youth Group and the United Methodist Women will combine efforts to participate in the event on Saturday only, 
July 25th.  So let us help you get a jump start on your spring projects and clean out the attic, the basement, the garage, 
the closets and the kitchen cupboard.  We will take any objects big or small.  All proceeds from the yard sale will be 
shared by the Youth Group and the UMW to fund the Youth Group activities and to support the UMW local mission work.  
More information will be available closer to the July date, but if you need help with an item, please contact Beverlee Scott 
or Talina Pipes.  We appreciate your support! 

LIFE LINE HEALTH SCREENING 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at Sparta UMC 
      Sparta United Methodist Church is pleased to offer a preventive health event.  Life Line Screening, a leading provider 
of community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings 
on May 6.  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  Pre-register for this event and receive a $10 discount off 
any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 
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YOUTH MEETING HELPERS   
May   

3-No Youth Meeting  

10-No Youth Meeting  

17-Fran & Ken Lewis  

24-Mintie Saintsing  

YOUTH MEETING AND NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve our Children and Youth.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 

Tim Myers May 3 Debbie Edwards May 4  Tommy Thompson Jr. May 5 

Petie Bass May 6 Linda Wishon May 7  Danny Boyer  May 12 

Hannah Smith May 14 Judith Rabold May 15  Harry Speeks  May 15 

Ruby Calhoun May 16 Louise Blizzard May 19  Elane Elsheimer  May 21 

Donny Lemmond May 21 Donald Cobb  May 23  Tom Atwood  May 24 

Betty Thompson May 26 Dustene McKenna May 27  Loyal Pruitt  May 28 

Alan Sears May 28 Melinda Boyer May 29  Sarah Post  May 30 

Scott Turnmyre May 30 Marci Hart  May 31 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO... 

 Steve & Diane Zimmerman May 3  Everett & Rose Dukes  May 4 

 Kyla & Ben Gatton May 14  Jennifer & Seymour Robinson May 25 

 Max & Frances Cox May 28  Tom & Rosalee Atwood  May 30   

NURSERY HELPERS  
May  June 

3-Constance Anders 7-Ken Lewis 

10-Max Cox 14-Talina Pipes 

17-Sylvia Truitt 21-Carol Upchurch 

24-Gayle Cobb 28-Brenda Irwin 

UNITED METHODIST MEN by Ken Lewis 
Sunday, May 17 at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
Join the men for a delicious breakfast, time of fellowship, and a short message.  All men, spouses, friends and neighbors 
are invited. 

MAY MISSION MEAL 
Sunday, May 10 at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
This month’s Mission Meal will be prepared by the United Methodist Men.  Plan to stay for a delicious lunch of baked 
ham, green beans, potatoes, rolls, and dessert.  The donations will go to support the UMM Wood Ministry.   
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NEW BUILDING GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY 
Sunday, April 12, 2015 
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THE WISDOM OF THOMAS by Pratt Davis, Lay Leader 
 I am writing this article as we approach the second Sunday of Easter, the Sunday on the lectionary calendar when we 
read from the Gospel of John the story known as Doubting Thomas.  It seems ironic that hard on the heels of the great 
Easter stories on which Christianity is based John gives us a story about doubt.  John is the only Gospel writer who tells 
this story of the encounter of Thomas with Jesus in the room behind a closed door. 
 Now I love this story, but that wasn't always so.  From the time I was a child it had me squirming in the pew.  I just 
couldn't accept that a body came through a closed door.  When I gave up trying to Believe Without Doubt and admit to 
myself that there are some things I just don't believe, I discovered there is a treasure to be found in the story of Doubting 
Thomas. 
 To unearth this treasure, I had to come to an understanding that physical fact and spiritual truth are not the same 
thing.  When I look deeply at the images in the story of Thomas and let go of the literal, physical story, I find a deep spiri-
tual truth.  That spiritual truth tells us Thomas found God available for him to touch in the deepest part of himself and real-
ized God's presence in a faith that lands in the cells of his body.  Thomas is not a devil for doubting; he is the only one in 
the story who gets this deep connection to God.  His becomes a faith of knowing rather than believing.  I want to look at 
the story of Thomas for the spiritual truth the images convey and for what we can learn from Thomas. 
 John tells the story of Thomas' encounter with Jesus in two parts.  The first part sets the stage, it describes Thomas 
telling the other disciples that unless he sees and touches Jesus, he will not believe.  Much more than just a statement of 
disbelief, Thomas is revealing that he understands himself and can acknowledge his true state.  He does not fake a belief 
in order to be accepted by the others - he knows he needs an experience of his own.  Thomas' statement also shows us 
that he has a desire to know.  He is not content to accept secondhand knowledge, he desires to experience God for him-
self.  It is crucial to notice that Thomas did not just express his doubts and walk away - he is present and waiting. 
 Like Thomas we are asked to look deeply into ourselves and really know and own all our parts - good, bad, and indif-
ferent that make up our individual psyches.  That is a lifetime undertaking, but it is essential that we develop self-
awareness if we want to become the whole persons that God created us to be.  And like Thomas, we must set our inten-
tion to seek a relationship with God that is more than superficial.  We can not call forth such an experience, but we can 
desire it. 
 Then we come to the second part of John's story, the story of Thomas' encounter with Jesus.  Here the story makes 
an important shift.  John brings this second part to life with four images: the number eight, the closed door, the inner room, 
and Jesus himself.  The first image serves as a trumpet to announce something important is coming.  John tells us it is 
eight days since Jesus appeared to the other disciples.  John is using a number that held special meaning to the people 
of that time.  Since seven is the number of days in a week and a symbol of completion, seven plus one signifies a new 
beginning, a spiritual rebirth.   Eight is also a symbol of the eternal, the only number besides 0 that can be retraced end-
lessly without lifting a pen.  And eight is a twin symbol, blending opposites into perfect balance: conscious and uncon-
scious, knowledge and love, action and stillness.  The twin symbol reinforces the significance of Thomas who was called 
the Twin.  With our attention heightened by this symbol, we move into the space. 
 Thomas is with the disciples behind closed doors.  John has used the door in his Gospel as a symbol for Jesus and 
here he uses the image to alert us that an encounter with Jesus is coming.  The inner room is important in this story be-
cause the place is private, not open to the public collective world.  The inner room is reminiscent of the secret place to 
which Jesus said to withdraw and pray, Go into the room and close the door.  If Thomas would encounter God he must go 
into his inner self, into the innermost part of his being.  Likewise, we have a private room within, it is our inner spiritual 
room.  Only by going into that inner room away from the collective can we come to a place where the Divine can reach us.  
Closed within the inner room, Thomas waits and we wait with him.  He waits in his doubt.  He waits for the Holy One to 
come to him. 
 And come It does.  Jesus is the central image of John's story and his appearance shows us deep spiritual truths 
about the presence of God.  Jesus arrives as the Holy always does - meeting Thomas where he is, extending an invitation 

(Continued on page 5) 
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to experience the Divine, and pointing the way.  Jesus comes into the place with a blessing, Peace be with you.  God al-
ways comes with a blessing.  God meets us exactly where we are and shows us the way forward.  Jesus is there and 
speaking to Thomas.  He doesn't scold Thomas, he offers himself to Thomas.  He just says, Touch me.  Here is Jesus and 
all Thomas has to do is reach out and touch him.  What a wonderful image of invitation this is, Thomas has only to extend 
himself in response to God's invitation and he will experience God's being in the cells of his body.  This invitation Christ 
gives - Put out your hand and touch is a powerful one.  Thomas, and we along with him, are invited by Christ to touch him.  
Invited not to hear about Jesus, not to see Jesus, but invited to Touch.  This is invitation to a deep personal experience.  It 
is an experience with the body.  This direct personal encounter with Jesus brings Thomas to a place of new beginnings, a 
place of rebirth.  Thomas has moved from a place of doubt to a place of Knowing.  He doesn't believe, he knows.  Thomas 
is awake to the presence of God.  When we Wake Up we are aware of the Presence of God that surrounds us twenty-four 
hours a day.  We no longer experience ourselves as separate from God, but feel ourselves a part of God.  We can see the 
threads of connection that run through all of life in the cosmos.  Our fears and anxieties diminish and disappear.  We are 
living in the Kingdom of God here and now. 
 It is also the amazing, loving nature of God not to forget the believers.  While they have not had Thomas' experience 
of Touching the Christ, Christ gives them a blessing, Blessed are those who have not seen, but believe.  Not that those 
who believe are more blessed, just that they can have a blessing also.  Whether we have the experiences that lead to a 
deep personal knowledge as Thomas had or not, God blesses us with God's love and God's presence. 
 For me, the spiritual truth in this story is that Thomas had a deep personal experience of the Divine that resulted in 
faith - a faith that landed in the cells of his body, a faith born of knowing rather than of believing.  This is a wisdom story 
that shows us a path rooted in self-understanding and acceptance, calls us to a place of quiet and inner-being, and brings 
us into the Presence of the Living One.  Isn't that what we all long for, a certainty about that which we cannot see or 
touch?  The story of Thomas is not a story about a failure.  It is a story of the birth of a deep faith and a picture of a gener-
ous God. 

THE WISDOM OF THOMAS by Pratt Davis, Lay Leader (Continued from page 4) 

SPARTA UMC PRAYER MINISTRY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 Recently I talked with a Sparta UMC member who did not know of our church’s Prayer Ministry.  In this month’s col-
umn I will tell of our ministry.  Our Prayer Ministry was organized in 2012 as an outreach of our Vision Planning meeting.  
Mintie Saintsing coordinates the telephone tree calls to 32 church prayer warriors.  We receive names of prayer requests 
via the Phone Tree.  New prayer warriors are always needed and welcomed. 
 Another prayer outreach available is an annual prayer calendar published by our United Methodist Women.  Our local 
telephone tree names can be entered in our prayer calendar that has daily lists to focus our prayers on mission projects 
and other issues.  Also, the UMW Prayer Calendar has prayers, outreach stories, meditations, celebrations of global pro-
jects and partnerships to inspire you. 
 Pastor Bob’s prayers are always a blessing in our weekly worship.  Our Sunday school class lessons include prayers.  
Our Bibles are full of prayers.  
 We are blessed here at Sparta UMC to have a wonderful prayer ministry.  I want to end this column with a prayer 
poem I’ve enjoyed in one of my journals since 1960.  . 

THE MIRACLE OF PRAYER 
God gave us sunshine, birds and trees, 

the star-filled sky above. 
He gave us beauty, flowers and friends, 
and then because each life would bring 

its share of stress and care, 
He gave to us a wondrous gift, 

the miracle of prayer 


