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Website: www.umcsparta.com 

SPARTA UMC HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
     Date    Service   Time 
 April 2  Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm 
 April 3  Good Friday Service 6:00 pm 
 April 5  Easter Sunday   9:00 am & 11:00 am 

  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. (Hebrews 11:1-3)  

 
Where would we be without faith?  And is it not true that “faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen?”  Every night when I go to bed I believe, 
that is to say, I have faith that if the good Lord lets me live another day, when I awake it 
will be to a new day that is filled with infinite possibilities.  I believe that the sun will 
come up and shine on our earth and our lives and fill us all with the heat that is neces-
sary to sustain life on this earth.  I believe that this same sun will not overheat, it will not 
burn to such a high intensity that the earth will be consumed in flames.  Indeed, we live 
our lives by faith.  In the depths of this cold winter that we have experienced, on the 
days that I did not want to leave the warmth of home, somehow, from experience, I be-
lieved that spring was coming and that once again I would see the flowers blooming, the 
grass growing and I would hear the birds sweetly singing their beautiful songs once 
again.  These past few days I have experienced the rewards of faith.  Karen and I went 
hiking Sunday afternoon and what a beautiful hike it was up and down the mountain that 
stands behind our home.  The air was warm, that nice warming gentle breeze that tells 
you that resurrection is on the way.  All around us we saw signs of new life as flowers 
were starting to bloom and indeed the birds were singing us a melody of life.  “Faith /.. 
the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”    
 If faith is so easily recognized in our day to day living, so readily apparent in our 
earthly sojourn, then is faith in God and in the promises of God any more difficult to at-
tain?  I believe that the Christian faith is about believing that “the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visi-
ble.”  God is the creator of all and God stands behind all of creation.  God had a distinct 
purpose for creating this beautiful world and God had a purpose in creating human-
ity.  That purpose is well stated in the Presbyterian creed:  “the chief purpose of man-
kind is to know, love, and serve God.”  God is the God of relationships.  A very humbling 
thought:  God wants to be in relationship with me, with you, and with every other cre-
ated being.  To this end God has from the beginning of time and creation moved in this 
direction.  Adam and Eve were created and given life as God breathed into them life 
and interestingly this same Hebrew and Greek word translated breath/breath comes 
from the same root word that translates also as spirit. Perfect fellowship with God was 
given to them and this gift they forfeited.  Yet even then God sought restoration and has 
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GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY 
Sunday, April 12 at 12:00 pm 
You are invited to share in the celebration ground 
breaking for our new Fellowship Hall/Family Life 
Center that day.  There will be a Mission Meal fol-
lowing the ceremony.  We hope you can join us as 
we begin this new chapter of Sparta UMC history. 
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been doing so ever since.  Think only for a moment of the love of a parent to child and child to parent and the pain that 
comes with dissolution and you then have a sense of God’s pain that comes from broken relationships.  To this end God 
has through out history employed men and women for the fulfillment of this process of restoration and it has all taken 
faith: the faith of God that we will respond to his love and grace and the call he places upon our lives.  I think this call 
goes something like this: “you have come to know me, love me, and serve me and that service is to enable others to 
know me, love me and serve me.”  It all takes faith, our faith in God and the promises of God that he will anoint our work 
(ministry) to the fulfillment of his ends.   
 Consider if you will just how this works:  “By faith our ancestors received approval//. By faith Abel offered a more 
acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s// By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and he was not 
found, because God had taken him.  For it was attested before he was taken away that “he had pleased God.”  And 
without faith it is impossible to please God//. By faith Noah built an arch //By faith Abraham obeyed, left his home 
and set out for a distant land that he could not yet see//. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God.”  And on and on the eleventh chapter of Hebrews tells the story until at last we read 
“therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and per-
fecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of God.”  
 Who may I ask is this “great cloud of witnesses?”  It is our ancestors.  Many years ago a number of faithful people 
felt that God was leading them to establish a church right here where we sit today.  By faith they labored and they sacri-
ficed and they established this local church and by faith they passed this church on to the next generation of believers 
and these recipients by faith labored and sacrificed and they too passed on this local church to a new generation of be-
lievers and on and on the story has gone and we are so grateful that they labored and sacrificed for our benefit.  Many 
of these faithful ancestors are indeed your own family and spiritual ancestors.  We are thankful.  We are thankful that 
when this church experienced fire they did not fold up their tents and call it a day as they ever so easily could have.  Not 
willing to fold up their tents, you guessed it, they labored and they sacrificed that this physical church would stand 
again.  There was a time not to far past that there came a time for church expansion in order to meet the continued 
needs of the church and the community and even though there were some naysayers, by faith they persevered in what 
they believed was their mission and their calling.  I wonder just how many people, maybe some of you, came to know 
God, love God and served God because of the steadfast faith of our ancestors.   
 The time is now ours.  It is our time to labor and sacrifice that others might come to “know God, love God and come 
to serve God as we all look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”  By faith I believe that God is moving in our 
presence in a very powerful and life giving manner.  In a large part, because of the faith and gifts of some who have 
gone before us we are able to build a legacy that many untold numbers will someday be the inheritors of our ef-
forts.  And I am thankful.  Above all else I am thankful that God loves us and has faith in us.  I am thankful for each and 
every person who has gone before us and have left us this legacy to build upon.  I am thankful for each and every one 
of you.  I believe that there are many people in our community that will be blessed by all that we seek to do in the name 
of God and for the glory of God and I believe that someday, unless the Lord first returns, these people will be where we 
now are in life and they too will be grateful and they too will be building upon 
what they have been given and seeking to pass God’s blessings on to the next 
generation.  It is my prayer that we will “run the race that is set before us, looking 
to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”  
 
In Christ’ love, 
Pastor Bob    

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB 
(Continued from page 1) 

EASTER FLOWER CROSS 
Easter Sunday, April 5 
We will again have our Easter flower cross at the entrance of the church.  
Bring fresh flowers to place on the cross in celebration of Jesus Christ’s 
amazing love for us! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 The Sparta UMW as a local unit of United Methodist Women participated in “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.”  Marga-
ret Conner, our program leader for this study, asked that we reflect during this Lenten season on expressing hospitality 
and welcoming to others.  In doing so we can encourage others to build relationships that reflect God’s love.  Through 
gestures of gratitude we become models of Christian welcome and hospitality.  As a part of our participation circle mem-
bers gave offerings to help assist retired UMC missionaries.  We reflected on their personal sacrifices that helped make 
possible our UMW mission work throughout the world. 
 With the coming of spring, our circle will participate in several district events.  Members will be attending the Mission 
Study, “The Church and People with Disabilities” at First United Methodist in Lenoir.  A few weeks later, members will join 
in our district Prayer Breakfast at Bethlehem UMC in Statesville.  Also on April 18th we will be meeting for a spring brunch 
at River Rock Grill.  The circle extends an invitation to the women of the church to join us for this time of food and fellow-
ship. Please contact the church office or Beverlee Scott at 372-4876 to make your reservation. Another annual event, the 
Mother’s Day Tea is scheduled for May 9th. Please mark your calendar for this special time.  Additional information about 
the tea will be coming soon. 
  United Methodist Women have launched a 5-year time of study, reflection, action, and giving as we anticipate our 
150th anniversary of our beginning or founding.  As a part of this celebration we will look at our past especially to our char-
ter members.  Bonnie Vaughan has agreed to assist as we look at the founding members of what we know today as 
Sparta UMW.  Should you have information about how our circle began, please plan to share it with us.  I am sure Bonnie 
would appreciate hearing from you as we seek to know more about our past and how we came to be Sparta UMW. 
 Allow us to welcome you to our UMW meetings.  These are held each second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  You are also most welcome to join in the Sewing Circle on the first Monday of each month at 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm.  They too meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Please come and join our Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

UPDATE ON BUILDING PLANS by Larry Prince  
 It's getting exciting as we get closer to starting the construction of our new building and the possibilities that this will 
bring for our outreach to our community and our Christian walk. In church today, I could feel God speaking to me in sev-
eral different ways.  One has to do with the fact that as we wait for the final architectural drawing for our facility before we 
can begin preparing the site for building, are we preparing out hearts and minds for how we are going to help make this 
undertaking a success? 
 Like the building, it can't just happen out of desire, it has to be planned and a commitment made to make it work.  How 
we feel about our walk with Christ and our commitment to the vows we made to God and the church and each other.  How 
we greet new people and make them feel welcome, how we treat each other and who we are in and around our county.  
Enjoying our young children and seeing their excitement being an important part of our church family. 
 We can come on board and make sure it is a success or wait and say I told you it would be a mistake.  We can be part 
of the solution or part of the problem.  If we continue to do church the way we are doing it today, we will stay the same 
until we die off one at a time until we are all gone.  Or, we can accept the challenge to build an environment that will allow 
us to grow our ministries and reach the un-churched. 
 If our concern is that our utility bill will go up and that we can't meet this obligation, then we need to figure out what we 
can do to make it possible for this not to happen.  I don't think that God expects us to do nothing in order to not fail.  Like 
Moses, he expects us to be bold and have faith in him and step out of our comfort zone.  Make more disciples, better dis-
ciples. 
 Let's take this opportunity to make this a blessing and not a burden.  Can you create your plan for how you are going to 
make this work and what you personally are going to do to be part of the success? 
In Christ’s Love, 
Larry Prince 
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YOUTH MEETING HELPERS   
April May  

5-Easter-no youth meeting 3-Larry Prince 

12-Libby Squires 10-John Tracy 

19-Donna King 17-Fran & Ken Lewis 

26-Delta Peterson 24-Mintie Saintsing 

YOUTH MEETING AND NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve our Children and Youth.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 

Greyson Pipes April 1 Frances Cox  April 4  David Carpenter  April 5 

Pat Edwards April 6 Emily Hart  April 6  Charlie Scott  April 6 

Caedryn McKenna April 12 Bailey Nilo  April 14  David Cox  April 15 

Max Cox April 16 Holly Bazemore April 19  Nancy Jones  April 19 

David Isner April 20 James Saintsing April 20  Larry Cox  April 22 

Wayne Miles April 26 Waynna Wyatt April 27  Delta Peterson  April 28 

Smith Hart April 29 Robert Smith  April 30    

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO... 

 Ed & Kay Choplin   April 2  David & Jacquelyne Isner April 5 

 Johnny & Linda Wishon  April 13  Beverly & Loyal Pruitt  April 14 

 Brant & Libby Banks  April 17  John & Elane Elsheimer  April 21  

NURSERY HELPERS  
April May  

5-Constance Anders 3-Constance Anders 

12-Brenda Irwin 10-Max Cox 

19-Carol Upchurch 17-Sylvia Truitt 

26-Larry Prince 24-Gayle Cobb 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY DATES 
Dates: July 28, July 29, August 4 ~ 2015 
It’s that time again in the life of our church to make a new church directory.  It’s early to know your schedule for July and 
August but please keep these dates in mind when making your summer plans.  Just for coming in to have your family or 
individual photo made, you receive a free 8”x10” portrait and a free directory.  Our goal is to have everyone in the church 
in the directory so please put the dates on your calendar.  We will start scheduling appointments in June. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN by Ken Lewis 
Sunday, April 19 at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
Join the men for a delicious breakfast, time of fellowship, and a short message.  All men, spouses, friends and neighbors 
are invited. 
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MEMBER TESTIMONY by Harry Speeks 
I am 75 years young and have attended church all my life but due to college and corporate transfers, I have attended 
many churches throughout those years.  I feel that Sparta United Methodist Church is the best church I have ever been 
a part of. 

THANK YOU! 
Thelma Davis would like to thank everyone who sent her cards and made phone calls to her in celebration of her 99th 
birthday on March 2! 

APRIL MISSION MEAL 
Sunday, April 12 at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
This month’s Mission Meal will be prepared by the Fellowship Sunday school class.  Plan to stay for a delicious spa-
ghetti lunch, homemade bread and many yummy deserts after the ground breaking ceremony.   

OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 Have you ever noticed the small bronze plaques on the first pews in our sanctuary?  When I notice the plaque on the 
south side front pew I can recall so well both the donors and the one remembered, “In memory of Hazel B. Tompkins” by 
Bob and Mexa.  Hazel Burchette Tompkins, a dedicated elementary school teacher always sat in the pew at the spot 
where the memorial plaque was placed.  Her good friends, Bob and Mexa, wanted to remember Hazel in the loving way.  
Hazel was a great United Methodist Women serving in every way through all her years.  Also, Hazel was constantly a part 
of our Education and Sunday school.  She planned all the Christmas programs every year!  Hazel represented a three gen-
eration family in our congregation.  Her mother, Vergie Burchette, was a Methodist woman.  Hazel had a daughter, Sherry, 
who also grew up in our church. 
 The two front pews on the north side of the sanctuary have memorials as well: “In memory of Alma and Emerson Black” 
by Bob Black.  Alma and Emerson were most active in all the life of our Sparta UMC ministries.  Alma served as secretary 
of our Methodist women every year until health issues came along.  Emerson served on countless boards and committees.  
Emerson is also remembered at our county fairgrounds with the exhibition hall being named after him.  Their son Bob, who 
presented the plaque, is well known in our community.   
 The second plaque on the north side of the sanctuary remains a puzzle reading “In memory of the saints of this church 
who have joined the Church Triumphant” by Lawrence Boyd.  No one knows a Lawrence Boyd that I have checked with.  
Lawrence Bond was the husband of Shelly, a previous pastor.  “Could his name have been misspelled?” people ask.    
 To be continued…...  
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LOOKING DEEPLY by Pratt Davis, Lay Leader 
 If we ask modern people if they believe in miracles, the answers will probably range from "Of course not, everything has a logical 
explanation," to "Miracles happened in Bible times, but not so much today."  Then we hear the story of the rescue of an infant last 
week.  A fisherman spotted a wrecked car turned upside down in water under a bridge over the Spanish Fork River in Utah and 
called 911.  The wrecked car was not visible from the roadway above.  Police and firemen arrived and made their way toward the 
almost submerged car.  As they approached the car, the rescuers reported that they clearly heard an adult female voice calling, 
"Help me!  Help me!"  When they reached the car, they were unable to lift the car at first, but another cry, "Help me!" caused them to 
get a surge of adrenalin and lift the car.  They discovered an infant suspended upside down in her car seat just barely above the wa-
ter that filled the car.  The infant's mother was in the driver's seat and submerged in water.  She apparently had died at the time of 
the crash.  A person living nearby who heard a crash 13 hours earlier had looked outside and seen nothing.  No one noticed the vehi-
cle until the fisherman came down river the next morning.  Rescuers arrived in time to save the infant who was unconscious and un-
responsive when they first pulled her from the car.  I heard one of the firemen interviewed on the TV news.  This man was a no-
nonsense, get it done, type of man.  He said the fire fighters clearly heard a female voice calling for help.  Was it Imagination?  Hype 
for the press?  A recording from somewhere nearby?  Maybe it is best left a mystery for us to ponder.  Even if there is a "logical" ex-
planation, the cry was certainly meaningful to the men who were struggling to rescue the child.  This meaningful coincidence, or syn-
chronicity, reminds us to pay attention to the details of our lives. 

 I believe that we live surrounded by mysteries and miracles.  Indeed we live our lives walking around in a miracle - we just don't 
stop, look closely, and appreciate it.  A really good spiritual practice that we seldom remember to do is simply to stop our busy activ-
ity and just look closely.  Before I squash the bug that is crawling on the window, I remind myself to look closely at it.  It took 14 mil-
lion years for this bug to be in this form on my window.  A miracle.  My nephew recently showed me pictures he took as he drove to 
work in the dark during one of the snows that hit the Piedmont in February.  Snow flakes were hitting his windshield with only enough 
light from his headlights to illuminate each flake against the black background of the surrounding dark.  Those flakes were sparking, 
silver gems and each one was sharp, crystal clear, and distinctive in its unique shape.  A miracle.  On one of those cold, snowy days 
in February when I am housebound and not happy with the cold and snow, I decide I need an attitude adjustment.  I sit down in my 
chair in the den and swivel around so I can look out the sliding door and just enjoy the snow.  I will act like the children who love to 
see it snow.  To my surprise I find myself enjoying the scene.  It is beautiful.  Everything is snow covered, a little sun is peeping 
through.  I notice how green are the needles of a pine tree.  But most amazing are the two male Cardinals on the limbs of the maple.  
Those bright spots of red against the white landscape are gorgeous.  Later one of the Cardinals comes to the deck outside the den 
door to eat from a tray of seed that Duane has placed on the deck.  I can see him really well.  The little black mask around his beak 
looks painted on.  A miracle. 

 Not only does the beauty and unique detail of the world around us proclaim the miracle of life, I just received a dramatic demon-
stration of the healing and restorative force of life from my African Violets.  About six months ago my two African Violets were 
bloomed out and looking a little droopy.  My husband, who should have known better, thought he would help the poor things.  He 
took them outside and left them in bright sun for an afternoon.  The first I knew of it was when he brought the violets in that evening 
saying, "I might not should have taken these outside."  No, he should not have - they were cooked.  Worse than that, he should have 
known better - his mother was the master of African Violet growers.  She loved violets and kept them in her kitchen and porch room 
for years, starting new plants from leaf cuttings and growing exquisite colors of blooms.  My response to these poor cooked plants 
was to set them back in my sun room out of the direct light and keep them fed and watered.  I am not gifted as a plant grower as I 
have said before.  I am definitely a minimalist when it comes to plant care.  Which is why I say I received a dramatic demonstration of 
the energy of life when, a few months later, I see new dark green leaves emerging.  Slowly the burned leaves are dying off and I re-
move them when they dry out. Next thing I know, buds appear, and for the last month dark purple blooms atop a crown of dark green 
leaves has been amazing to watch.  A miracle. 

 Now these stories are not to say that life on planet Earth is all rosy and perfect.  
The mother of the rescued infant died.  But it is to say that while life is difficult and 
uncertain on the one hand, there is a force of healing, and beauty, and transforma-
tion running through it that we can trust.  Even out of burned up violets, new leaves 
and blooms come forth.  My job is to pay attention, to look deeply.  I can slow down 
and notice my steps on planet Earth.  I don't have to walk on water to experience a 
miracle.  Every step I make on the earth is a miracle. 
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SOLID ROCK FOOD CLOSET ~ 6TH ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS EVENT 
Friday, April 24, 2015 at Sparta UMC from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 We invite you to support the 700 food insecure children in our community through the Empty Bowls fund-raising event 
that will take place at Sparta UMC this year.  The event will honor the memory of the late Bet Mangun who was a won-
derful friend, artist, and supporter of the Food Closet. 
 In the past five years, this event has raised a total of $100,262.84 in support of hungry families throughout the county.  
The generous donations of sponsorships, auction items, pottery donations, and ticket buyers have supported a substan-
tial amount of food and have kept many seniors and children from skipping meals and going to bed hungry. 
 This year’s event is focused on the hungry children in our community and The Summer Feeding Program which is 
geared toward school age children and provides a bag full of nutritious kid-friendly food to take home each week during 
the summer months when school is not in session.   
 There are several ways to support this ministry event.  A tax deductible sponsorship of $1.000, $750, $500, $250 will 
help defray the cost of the event to ensure all proceeds go directly to The Summer Feeding Program.  Another option is 
to sponsor a child for the summer for only $65.  Your patronage will provide a strong foundation for our hungry children 
across our community. 
 Contact Katee Hettleman at 336-572-2576 or LeAnn Gambill at 336-200-2889 for more information. 

 

Make checks payable to Alleghany County Ministerium and put Empty Bowls on the memo line. 
Mail to:  Empty Bowls, PO Box 848, Sparta, NC 28675 

We are the clay, you are the potter, 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Isaiah 64:8 

THE PROMISE OF LIFE PARTY 
 The Promise of Life Party is an after prom party that was started last year through the com-
munity.  Last year we were able to give away $1,400 in scholarships to four seniors going to 
college.  These year we are hoping to be able to give more scholarships away.  Also, we give 
away door prizes to other students that attend the prom party.  It is open to all high school stu-
dents and we have food, bowling, games and there will be a speaker there who tells them the 
real Promise of Life.  If you can and are willing to make a donation to this project, it would be 
greatly appreciated.   
 Thank you all so much!  If you have any questions, please give Mitchell a call at 336-467-0170.  Make checks pay-
able to Promise of Life Party and send them to 404 Trojan Ave., Sparta, NC 28675.   

Mitchell Reedy, Youth Director, First Baptist Church of Sparta 

LIFE LINE HEALTH SCREENING 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at Sparta UMC 
Sparta United Methodist Church is pleased to offer a preventive health event.  Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings 
on 5/6/2015.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is 
a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in 
the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke 
risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness 
Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount).  All 
five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any 
package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 


