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MARCH 2018 — THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

Please Join us for These                 

Special Lent Services 

March 7    

Rev. Jacqueline Tookey 

Northwest United Methodist Churches 

 

March 14 

Fr. James Stuhrenberg 

St Francis of Rome Catholic Church 

 

March 21 

Rev Bob Miller 

Sparta United Methodist Church 

 

Lunch to follow each service 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 1st   7:30 am 

in the 

Prayer Garden 

Followed by 

Breakfast in the Pugh Outreach Center 

Provided by the UMM - Everyone is invited 

 

 (Worship Services and Sunday School at regular times) 

United Methodist Women’s 

ANNUAL BAKE SALE 
Sunday,  March 25

 

Following both morning services we will have a 

bake sale in the classroom across from the sanctuary. 

All monies collected will go toward our mission pro-

jects this year.   

If you have a special request for an item please con-

tact a member of our United Methodist Women 

ahead of time, so you will be sure to have what you 

want!  Plan to come and buy items to have for your 

Easter Celebrations. 

Thank you for supporting our missions! 

Cakes 

Pies 

Brownies 

Assorted Breads 

Pastries 

Scones 

Cookies 

Muffins 

Cupcakes 

Chicken Pot Pies 

Tasty Treats From the UMW Bake Sale Empty Bowls  
set for  

Monday, April 9 
See page 3 for details 

 

Women’s Retreat 
set for  

Saturday, May 5 
See page 7 for details 
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Galactic Wars 

By Pratt Davis 
 

Every time I 

go to the 

movies, I am 

amazed by 

the previews. 

I am not a 

frequent 

movie-goer, 

but I do see some movies in 

the theater; and I often cover 

my ears as the audience is lit-

erally bombarded with noise. 

On the screen large machines, 

guns, explosives, and robots 

knock, beat, bang, and ex-

plode. The picture is filled 

with things coming apart and 

flying through the air. It is not 

just one movie being pre-

viewed, but most of them, that 

seem to be designed to outdo 

each other with noise and de-

struction. I admit I have not 

gone to see even one of these 

movies of explosive mayhem 

that I saw previewed. Every 

time I see those kinds of film 

clips, I am certain that they 

have a great deal to say about 

our culture; but aside from the 

concept of the movies reflect-

ing a culture in stress, I have-

n’t had a clear vision of what 

this destruction and noise was 

all about. Then I went to see 

Star Wars, the Last Jedi. 

By the time the movie reached 

the third galactic war, I real-

ized how much I had liked the 

first Star Wars movie and how 

much less I liked this one. The 

first movie had a story, inter-

esting and unusual characters, 

and a theme. The only battle 

came near the end as part of 

the climax of the story. In 

2017, I thought that the Last 

Jedi has more time on battles 

than on story, character, and 

theme put together. There was 

the beginning battle, the mid-

dle battle, and the ending bat-

tle. For me, story, character, 

and theme seemed like a sub-

plot because we had to spend 

so much time watching galac-

tic wars. 

After the movie, I spent a little 

time thinking about what it is 

in our culture that makes us so 

absorbed with the destruction 

that is captured in the movies. 

I am sure it reflects the inner 

psychological mayhem of our 

society. Whatever happened to 

peace and joy? It’s A Wonder-

ful Life? Leave It to Beaver? 

As so often happens, when we 

put our attention on something, 

we find things in our path that 

intersect with what we are pay-

ing attention to. I saw a couple 

of articles that helped put the 

destruction we are seeing on 

the screen into perspective. 

I came across a quote that 

says, Chaos and Destruction 

must occur before something 

new can emerge. I think about 

that. I realize there are patterns 

of chaos and destruction fol-

lowed by a new order found 

around the globe and through-

out history. 

When human beings depended 

on plants for sustenance, life 

and religious practices re-

volved around the sun and 

rain, seasons, planting and 

harvest. The Goddess was 

worshiped because survival 

depended on fertility of plant, 

animal, and humans. Stories 

and song exalted the mother 

and the cycles of life. Then we 

began to acquire horses and 

property. Survival became 

more dependent on having a 

bow or knife and strength. The 

old ways of living shifted. It 

surely felt like Chaos and De-

struction as tents replaced 

caves, men took over the deci-

sion-making about life’s activ-

ities, survival came to depend 

on power over others, be it 

animal or human others. The 

God of War was worshipped 

because survival depended on 

overpowering one’s 

“enemies.” 

We began to live in communi-

ties that extended beyond the 

clan or tribe. Survival became 

more dependent on having 

organized groups and shared 

efforts that divided responsi-

bilities to provide water, grow 

food, protect the community, 

and make “things.” The old 

ways of moving from place to 

place and following the plants 

and animals shifted. Surely 

those who saw their customs 

change, found their stories and 

songs of gathering and hunting 

abandoned, and lost their fa-

miliar leaders and shamans to 

more powerful Kings felt that 

they were living in the middle 

of Chaos and Destruction. God 

the King was worshipped be-

cause a person’s survival de-

pended on the protection and 

generosity of the King. 

From the Agricultural Age to 

the Industrial Age and now 

from the Industrial Age to the 

Technological Age, these ma-

jor shifts in the way societies 

organize themselves and peo-

ple make their living have felt 

like Chaos and Destruction at 

the beginning of the shift. We 

now have the ability to depict 

those feelings of Chaos and 

Destruction vividly on the 

screen. We are well into the 

beginning of this Age of Tech-

nology and it is at this point 

that our inner psychological 

structures feel under attack. 

The familiar ways of living 

and making sense of human 

life are changing. It feels as if 

the ground is shaking under 

our feet. Make no mistake, 

these changes are terrifying. 

What can I do? And where do 

I go from here? 

I can find things to anticipate 

in whatever is coming. I really 

like the new car styles and I 

saw a picture of a little house-

hold robot that looked kind of 

cute. I recently had to replace 

my refrigerator, and while it 

reminds me of something out 

of that movie I discussed 

above, I love it. It even has an 

outside drawer for cheese and 

deli foods. Something new can 

be interesting! Something new 

calls me beyond new “things” 

to new ways of understanding 

the world, my environment, 

and God. New ways of under-

standing can also be interest-

ing. 

I can wait with expectation and 

find where I can contribute to a 

society that not only shares 

information, but also engages 

people in relationship. We all 

need community, we need to 

be heard, and we need close 

friends. I resolve to do more in 

my own life to foster commu-

nity, listening and connection 

to others. 

I can be present with my feel-

ings of fear and dis-ease while 

exploring ways to bring a bit 

more of nature into my envi-

ronment. I have written quite 

often of how important it is for 

psychological health to spend 

time outdoors, to look closely 

at the natural world that sur-

rounds us, and to feel part of 

the web of life that sustains us. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Empty Bowls Celebrates  

Ninth Year 

Monday, April 9
th

  

Join the celebration, AND be a nutritional lifeline to our children! 

Tickets are now on sale for the ninth-annual Empty Bowls 

Event, which helps raise money for the Solid Rock Food Clos-

et's goal of feeding our children. 

The event began nine years ago when LeAnn Gambill and 

Katee Hettleman visited Empty Bowls in Winston-Salem. In-

spired, they returned to Sparta to launch Empty Bowls to benefit 

the children of Alleghany County. They wanted to make the 

event more local and community influenced, so they engaged 

Rob Mangum as the first potter, to honor his late wife. Eight 

years later, Empty Bowls has collected over $159,000 to help 

feed hungry children in our county. 

Empty Bowls helps provide financing for the Backpack Pro-

grams in the county. During the school year, the program works 

with the schools to distribute food to the elementary school chil-

dren who often do not have enough food over the week-end. 

The food is kid-friendly, nutritious, and provides two meals for 

two days.  

During the summer, children have limited access to school cafe-

terias. The Backpack Summer Program provides food weekly to 

over 300 children aged 2-14. The 2016 “Feeding America, Map 

the Meal Gap” data shows that 580 children in Alleghany face 

hunger on a regular basis. All funding for the backpack pro-

grams comes from Empty Bowls, grants, and individual dona-

tions.  

The event will be held in the Pugh Outreach Center of Sparta 

United Methodist Church located at 190 North Main Street. It is 

set for Monday, April 9, 2018 from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. At-

tendees will enjoy a drop-in style lunch of soup, salad and des-

sert. A hand-thrown bowl by a local potter is included with the 

meal.  

The kick-off event for Empty Bowls 2018 will be a silent auc-

tion featuring items from local artists, artisans and others.  The 

auction will be from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  In addition, 

special items will be offered via raffle.  You need not be present 

to win. 

 Lunch will begin at 11:00, consisting of soup and salad pre-

pared by volunteers from our local churches.  In addition to 

lunch, each guest will receive a randomly selected pottery bowl 

made by a local potter. Soup will be served by our local church 

pastors and volunteers. 

This event has been a sell out each year and only 350 tickets, at 

$30 each, will be sold.  Ticket locations include Becca’s Back-

woods Bean, Alleghany Chamber of Commerce and Solid Rock 

Food Closet.    

How to Give 

Sponsorship Levels: Platinum $1000, Gold $750, Silver $500, Bronze $250 

Sponsor a child for the summer: $65 For the school year: $110 

Make checks payable to: “Alleghany County Ministerium” (please put Empty Bowls on the memo 

line) and mail to: Empty Bowls PO Box 848, Sparta, NC 28675.   

 

For more information contact:  

Katee Hettleman 336-572-2576 khettleman@hotmail.com  

Larry Myers 336-486-9949 the2myers@skybest.com   

Larry Prince 336-200-0163 princel@skybest.com 

mailto:khettleman@hotmail.com
mailto:the2myers@skybest.com
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS  

By Alan Sears 

• Next Breakfast meeting is March 18th at 8:00 AM, Pugh Outreach Center.  Guest speaker is John Tracy. 

• April 1st Sunrise Service Breakfast at 8:00 AM. 

• April 8th Mission Meal following the 11:00 service 

• April 17th Cooking and serving for the Carolina Farm Credit. 

• Due to our busy service schedule there will be no Breakfast Meeting in April. 

 

Reminder – Every man in the church is welcome to join the UMM fellowship.  Come see what you’re missing. 
 

u

m

m 

Church Council Briefs 

Submitted by Donald Cobb 

The following are highlights from the February 19, 2018 Church Council meeting: 

Thank You, Kelly 
 

On behalf of the church, we want to thank Kelly Krans for serving as our Director of Children's Ministries.  Kelly's 

last day of work is Thursday, March 29th.  She has decided not to return after the birth of Baby Girl Krans.  We will 

miss her commitment to our children and her creative touch.  Please keep Kelly, Eric, Anderson and baby girl Krans 

in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

• The Church Council approved a motion that the church would be an exchange station for the Get Outside Mountain 

Relay race to be held on June 1st and 2nd. 

• The 2018 budget proposal was presented by Treasurer Brant Banks.  After an explanation of line items along with a 

discussion, the budget was approved. 

• The proposal for the church to start a day care program was discussed.  After much discussion including a review of 

the cost associated with the day care startup and information regarding our current financial situation, a motion was 

approved to table the concept of a church supported day care for one year while exploring a partnership with other 

day care facilities already in existence. 

• The Staff Parish committee reported that Kelly Krans, Children’s Director, has resigned effective March 29, 2018.  

Pastor Miller shared with the group that we had two applicants for the children and youth position.  Permission has 

been asked from the District Superintendent to hold a church conference on March 5, 2018, at 6 pm, to approve Ben 

Gatton’ desire to be ordained into the ministry of the United Methodist Church. 

• Reports were heard regarding the Women’s Retreat, Safety Training with Sheriff Brian Maines, a potential Eagle 

Scout project at the church by Garrett Anderson, and holding a class on Handling Food When Feeding Large 

Crowds. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

The Sparta UMW has several events coming up in 

the month of March.  

The first event is the World Day of Prayer at 7pm 

on Friday, March 2. The host church this year is 

Shiloh UMC. Everyone is invited to attend.  On 

Saturday, March 10, several members will travel to 

First Taylorsville UMC for the District Prayer 

Breakfast to honor UMW ladies lost in 2017 in-

cluding our own Jo Burch.  

We will prepare the Mission Meal on Sunday, March 11 to 

raise funds for Project AGAPE. The churches of the North Car-

olina Conference and the Western North Carolina Conference 

are the only source of humanitarian aid allowed in the country 

of Armenia. Funds raised by our churches support children’s 

homes, a Christian Education Center, a medical clinic and a 

hospital for the war torn region. Please join us for a delicious 

chicken pie lunch and wonderful desserts. 

The program for the monthly meeting on March 14 will be the 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial led by Margaret Connor. The 

2018 offering will provide educational opportunities for wom-

en and girls who are chronically underserved and marginalized, 

economically disadvantaged and displaced groups such as fe-

male-headed households and low income families. Education 

and leadership development programs may include child devel-

opment and after school programs, GED and ESL classes, job 

readiness, life skills and livelihood training, scholarships, 

workshops and seminars.  One hundred percent of the offering 

will go directly to fund these projects. 

Did you know?  In 2017, United Methodist Women across our 

Western North Carolina Conference made gifts to Mission Giv-

ing totaling $854,984.81! And, United Methodist Women also 

made 3,532 different UMCOR relief kits for an estimated total 

of $74,141.95! The Western North Carolina Conference UMW 

leadership team thanks every individual, every local unit and 

every district on behalf of women, children and youth around 

the world. 

Every woman in the church is invited to the March meeting 

and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action.  

u

m 

W 

Let's Pamper Baby Girl Krans with 

Pampers!   

Kelly and Eric Krans are having a 

girl.  If you'd like to donate PAM-

PERS or PAMPER WIPES, a box will 

be located near Donna's Office.   

Remember, Baby Girl Krans will need ALL SIZES of PAM-

PERS as she grows, sizes 1 to 3.  

They’re Having a Girl 

A Big Thanks  
from 

Thank you to everyone that supported our Fusion teens 

at the February mission meal! Your generosity brought us 

$1242 closer to our goal. Your support shows these teens 

that they are important to our church and that their spir-

itual growth is one of our priorities. Thank you again!  

                                                                               Ben 

We are still having a great time in ROCK.  We are busy 

learning verses of the Bible as well as some important 

social skills.  The children are such a joy to be around!  If 

you would like to be a part of ROCK, please let Talina 

know.  We welcome special guest to show us their gifts. 

Our kids love to cook, do science experiments, art pro-

jects, etc.  We would love to have you!!!!  Thank you for 

your continued support of this ministry.   

As you are “spring- cleaning”, we would love to take your 

craft supplies that you are finished with.  We use a lot of 

glue, tape, tissue paper, and markers.  If you are not sure, 

please ask. 

Blessings, 

Talina & Tara 

R.O.C.K. 

News 
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Just for Giggles 

I resolve, not just to water my 

orchids, but to study closely 

the blooms, to really look at 

the colors and shapes of the 

flowers and see their intricate 

and surprising designs. And to 

do that every day. 

I can continue making efforts 

to live more simply. Having 

fewer “things” leaves my mind 

more spacious. I needed a new 

refrigerator because the old 

one died, but I had to adjust to 

the shape and size of this icon 

of the Technology Age. One 

day shortly after it arrived, I 

found myself cleaning out 

drawers in the kitchen and dis-

posing of some items I wasn’t 

using. Now this response was 

not intended as a counter ac-

tion against a new piece of 

equipment, but I wonder if my 

efforts at simplification were-

n’t called forth to help me cre-

ate some mental space. 

Finally, I can do a four counted

-breath practice. Anytime I feel 

overwhelmed, anxious, or fidg-

ety I can pause and stand (or 

sit) still while I breathe in and 

out slowly counting my 

breaths until I have taken four 

breaths. My body relaxes, my 

mind stills, and I feel re-

connected to my center, my 

divine source. 

I am pretty sure I will not live 

long enough to see how this 

Technology Age plays out, 

whether we adapt and move 

forward as a culture using the 

gifts of technology or whether 

we resist, destroy, and sink 

into a sort of limbo like the 

dark ages. Whatever happens 

in the future, I can bring prac-

tice and conscious attention to 

what is going on in my life to 

Anticipate, Connect to Others, 

Pay Attention, Simplify, and 

Center on the Divine Presence. 

Chaos and Destruction will 

end and something new will 

come. I can trust this phenom-

enon – it is hard-wired into 

creation. Chaos and Destruc-

tion must occur before some-

thing new can emerge. I will 

do my part to bring about 

something new that is beautiful 

and that leads humankind for-

ward. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Galactic Wars 

 TRACK COACH NEEDED 
 
Just a couple of hours, once a week. Pick 

your day beginning in April for six weeks. 

 

Email: alleghanysonc@gmail.com if you or 

someone you know can help some special 

athletes. 

A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were 

excessively mischievous. The two were always getting 

into trouble and their parents could be assured that if 

any mischief occurred Ain their town their two young 

sons were in some way involved. 

The parents were at their wits end as to what to do 

about their sons' behavior. The mother had heard that a 

clergyman in town had been successful in disciplining 

children in the past, so she asked her husband if he 

thought they should send the boys to speak with the 

clergyman. 

The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do 

something before I really lose my temper!' The clergy-

man agreed to speak with the boys, but asked to see 

them individually. The 8-year-old went to meet with him 

first. The clergyman sat the boy down and asked him 

sternly, ‘Where is God?' 

The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated 

the question in an even sterner tone, 'Where is God?' 

Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. So the cler-

gyman raised his voice even more and shook his finger 

in the boy's face, 'WHERE IS GOD?'  

At that the boy bolted from the room and ran directly 

home, slamming himself in the closet. His older brother 

followed him into the closet and asked what had hap-

pened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG 

trouble this time. God is missing and they think we did 

it.'  

Electronic Communication 

If you are not receiving emails from the church be 

sure we have you email address. 

You will receive a daily devotional written by Ben 

and a weekly church news update with current 

events and other church news. 

Just send an email to Info@umcsparta.com and 

say “add me” or call the church office at 336-372-

4441 and tell Donna. 

mailto:alleghanysonc@gmail.com
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Women’s Retreat 

Sparta United Methodist Church Pugh Outreach Center 
Saturday May 5th  

9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Registration/Check-in begins at 8:30 am 

Tami Carr, from Greensboro, will be our main speaker for the retreat.  Tami comes to us highly 
recommended and we know you will enjoy her message for us.  She has been in ministry to 
women for over 30 years, writing and speaking.   

Music will be led by Rev. Jacqueline Tookey and Nancy Jones.   

We will offer breakout sessions that you may choose based upon your interests.   

Lunch will be provided as well as child care for those who need it.   

Early registration begins April 1st and is $15 through April 20th.  Thereafter, registration will be 
$20.00.  You may also register at the door. (Scholarships are available) 

Registration forms will be available at the church office and several places around Sparta.   

Please talk with your friends and neighbors and invite them to this event.  We want our entire 
community of women to be able to share with us.  

If you attended our first event last year you know how much we were blessed. Please reach 
out to someone new this year to come with you!  

The kingdom of God is a way 

of describing the reign of God. 

United Methodists, with other 

Christians, recognize that the 

reign of God is both a present 

and future reality. 

John Wesley recognized both 

of these aspects of God’s 

reign: “The kingdom of heav-

en and the kingdom of God are 

but two phrases for the same 

thing. They mean, not barely a 

future happy state, in heaven, 

but a state to be enjoyed on 

earth. … In some places of 

Scripture, the phrase more 

particularly denotes the state 

of it on earth: in others, it sig-

nifies only the state of glory: 

but it generally includes both.”  

We believe that wherever 

God's will is done, the king-

dom or reign of God is present. 

It was present in Jesus' minis-

try, and it also is present in our 

world whenever persons and 

communities experience rec-

onciliation, restoration and 

healing. 

Jesus spoke of the kingdom of 

God when he taught the disci-

ples to pray, “Your kingdom 

come. Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.” (Matt. 

6:10)   

Christians today continue to 

look to the end time in which 

God’s work will be fulfilled. 

“Living in a covenant of grace 

under the Lordship of Jesus 

Christ, we participate in the 

first fruits of God’s coming 

reign and pray in hope for its 

full realization on earth as in 

heaven.” (The Book of Disci-

pline) 

“These various biblical refer-

ences to the kingdom lead to 

the conclusion that the king-

dom’s life could be seen in 

Jesus Christ, that even now in 

the 21st century we get 

glimpses of God’s reign, and 

that in a time that seems good 

to God, the full reign of God 

will restore a future that we 

have already seen in Christ. 

“Death and evil will not only 

have lost their power but will 

be destroyed.” (United Meth-

odist Questions, United Meth-

odist Answers: Exploring 

Christian Faith) 

What is the kingdom of God? Where is the kingdom of God?  

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780664260422/
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780664260422/
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780664260422/
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780664260422/
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Rev. Bob Miller 
Pastor 

Ben Gatton 
Assistant Pastor 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

 

Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 

pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of each month 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 
 

 

Loving God 

Loving Everyone 

Following Jesus 


