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MARCH 2017— THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Mondays     1:00 pm  Prayer Group 
Mon/Thurs     2:45 pm FUSION After School 
Wednesdays   10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 
Wednesdays   12:00 pm Lent Service/Lunch 
Wednesdays     5:30 pm ROCK 
Wednesdays     5:30 pm Choir Practice 
Wednesdays     6:30 pm FUSION 
Thursdays     6:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 
March 11 6 am - 6pm Prayer Vigil 
March 12    12:00 pm Dedication 
March 19      8:00 am UMM Breakfast 
March 19 2 pm - 4pm Open House  
 

     PUGH OUTREACH CENTER 
Dedication Service  

Sunday, March  12
th 

Following 11am Worship Service 
In the Multipurpose Room 

Prayer Vigil for Pugh Outreach Center 

Saturday March 11th 

Everyone is invited to join our prayer vigil on Saturday, March 11 

to ask for God’s anointing of the Pugh Outreach Center, and ask-

ing Him to keep our eyes focused on Kingdom work. 

The vigil will be from 6:00 am - 6:00 pm with thirty minute time 

slots. The church will be open for prayer or if you are unable to 

come to the church you can pray at home at your allotted time. 

Sign-up sheets are available in the church vestibule or you may 

call Fran Lewis at 336-359-2625 to sign up. 

PUGH  

OUTREACH  
Sunday, March 19

th
 - 2 pm till 4 pm 

Refreshments - Special Music 

A special welcome to the community 

Luncheon to Follow Dedication 

Please plan to bring a covered dish and stay for a luncheon  

immediately following the dedication service to celebrate this momentous occasion.   

The church will provide ham and chicken.  

We will also have an opportunity to thank the building committee  

Lunch with the Pastor 

We will not meet during the Lenten season because of the weekly 

lunch time Alleghany Ministerium Services.  

Lunch with the Pastor will resume after Easter. 
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Meeting God 

By Pratt Davis 

There is a billboard on I-77 

south just past Elkin that 

catches my attention every 

time I pass it.  It has a black 

background and its message 

consists of large white letters 

that say. 

After you die 

You will meet God 

There is a red line running be-

tween those lines.  It starts 

with three or four peaks and 

valleys then runs straight 

across the board, obviously 

meant to convey the end of a 

heartbeat.  

An 800 phone number is writ-

ten across the bottom of the 

board.  

The message is a little star-

tling, but also causes me to 

chuckle, every time I pass it.  

Its appearance isn’t warm and 

friendly.  It looks designed to 

strike fear into its viewers, fear 

that is intended to result in 

those viewers calling the phone 

number for help in preparing 

for the momentous and un-

avoidable event of Meeting 

God.   

My chuckle is the result of my 

own belief that every one of us 

human beings is meeting God 

every day in a myriad of ways.  

I think, why wait to die?  God 

is available 24 hours a day.  

But it is not a telephone num-

ber that I need to reach God.   

I wonder who would answer if 

I call the phone number.  I am 

pretty sure whoever is manning 

the phone line would tell me 

that I must believe and behave 

in a manner that they have de-

cided is what God wants.  One 

of my teachers who is an Epis-

copal priest often says, “We 

make God in our own image 

and then we worship our-

selves.”  The God of the bill-

board is the God of a judg-

mental person who is picturing 

God as a judge in the sky.  The 

God of the billboard is also the 

God of a person who sees him-

self as separate from God, liv-

ing here on Earth while God is 

somewhere else. 

So how do we “telephone” the 

Real God, the One that is Pre-

sent with us whether we realize 

it or not?  I don’t know how to 

contact something I can’t see 

and touch.  There isn’t a phone 

I can use to call God up and 

have a conversation.  Is there 

any way to get in touch with 

God? 

I believe that we get in touch 

with God when we tune in to 

the present moment.  If I pay 

careful attention to what I am 

doing, to where I am, to what 

is happening, my state of mind 

changes.  I find all the mental 

narrative fades.  My mind is 

not racing around with 

thoughts about how I feel 

about what is happening.  I am 

not imagining what I am going 

to say or do or what will hap-

pen later.  I am not reviewing 

what happened in the past and 

what I said or did and what 

was said or done to me by oth-

ers. I am just Here.  Observing.  

Participating completely in this 

moment.  

(Continued on page 6) 

 

This should be my final report 

on the state of the Pugh Out-

reach Center.  On behalf of the 

building committee, we wish 

to thank you for your patience 

and support. We have a facility 

that we can all be proud of and 

one that should give us the 

tools we need to serve our 

community and reach the 

unchurched.  The building 

alone can't do that, it up to 

each of us to reach out, invite, 

welcome, get involved and 

show our love for everyone.  

Soon canopies will be placed 

over the two front doors and a 

drive under canopy will be 

placed over the back doorway. 

Paving to repair the front park-

ing lot will start as soon as we 

have some warmer weather 

forecasted. Elevators will be 

installed mid-March. 

Also, by the time you receive 

this we will have the second 

floor buffed and ready to move 

in. We have done everything 

possible to make this new 

building very energy efficient 

and if we use the new facility 

during the week and all the 

facility on Sunday, we should 

be able to better control our 

utilities cost.  It's up to you to 

help us better manage how we 

best utilize what we have. 

Change can be challenging and 

it's how we choose to deal with 

it that makes it work or makes 

it more difficult.  

It is exciting to see the number 

of children and youth that Ta-

lina and Ben have in their min-

istries and to see the excite-

ment they have for our new 

facility. Children will bring 

parents and this will grow our 

church family and allow us to 

glorify God by reaching out to 

make more disciples by loving 

others. If we simply want to 

coast, we need to realize the 

only way to coast is down hill 

and I believe we honor our 

vows by preparing a place 

where we, as individuals, can 

show God’s love by growing 

and not coasting.  

We are blessed with the gift 

that Charlie and Hazel Pugh 

gave the church that was des-

ignated for building and we 

believe that you will be 

pleased with what we now 

have.   

What has worked is the loyalty 

of our members and what will 

work in the future in the con-

tinued loyalty and support of 

each of you to grow and fill 

our church home.  

Please join in the upcoming 

dedication and open house 

planned for the coming weeks. 

They will know we are Chris-

tian by our love.   Thanks for 

your donations for needed 

items and if you would still 

like to help, please let us 

know.   

Thanks for allowing us the 

opportunity to serve and 

thanks to all who worked so 

hard to get the job completed.   

Pugh Outreach Center Update 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  Thelma Davis                 March 2 

Walter Hattrich              March 5 

Wrenn Kilmartin              March 5 

Robert Andrews   March 7 

Bill Barker                      March 7 

Travis Martinson             March 7 

John Irwin, Jr.                March 10 

Jody Tracy                     March 12 

Julie Wishon Tucker        March 12 

Perry Isner                     March 16 

 

 

Patrick Tucker                March 16 

Katy Kilmartin                 March 17 

Pratt Davis                     March 19 

Barbara Martin                March 19 

Betty Latham                  March 21 

Joel Souther                   March 22 

Scott Walker                  March 22 

Charles Rudy                 March 23 

 

 

Lewis Bobbitt                 March 25 

Jo Henry                        March 25 

Tommy Thompson, Sr.    March 25 

Mack Murphy                 March 26 

Keith Oliver                    March 26 

Sam Walker                   March 29 

Martha Thompson           March 30 

Jane Wallace                  March 30 

Ben Calhoun                  March 31 

Bobby Calhoun               March 31 

Rick Squires                  March 31 

Harry & Harry Snyder         March 1 

Fletcher & Talina Pipes      March 10 

Bob & Karen Miller           March 15 

Hank & Jo Henry              March 17 

John & Wrenn Kilmartin    March 28 

Pat & Burton Edwards      March 30 

long hours left little time for 

family or church.  Life quickly 

started feeling like a rat race. 

Feeling the pressure of the 

events that had taken place in 

their lives in recent months, 

Wrenn, on somewhat of a 

whim, said to John, “Let’s 

move to the mountains.”  Only 

answering with a contempla-

tive “ummm” at that point, 

Wrenn felt his wheels might be 

turning.   

Although they had visited this 

area before, the Kilmartins 

were not real familiar with 

Sparta. 

But before long, the decision 

was made.  They would move 

to Sparta.  No job awaited 

them.  No family to welcome 

them.  No friends to show them 

around (that they knew of). 

They would pack up their three 

young children and step out in 

faith. It was the summer of 

2004 and a house on Highland 

Drive became their home. 

Wrenn knew God had placed 

her where she needed to be.  

She began school and would 

earn a degree in Speech - Lan-

guage Pathology Assistant.  A 

degree she would later use with 

her job with the school system. 

In the meantime, John was 

looking for a job of any kind. 

They had been here for a 

month by this time.  “I told 

everyone….I’ll swing a ham-

mer, help a farmer.  You name 

it. I’ll do it.” But nothing mate-

rialized. They were beginning 

to wonder if their stepping out 

in faith was going to work. 

So what did they do?  They 

joined together in prayer.  

“Lord, you brought us here, 

please show us the way.” And 

that He did. 

After that simple prayer that he 

and Wrenn prayed, John went 

to the Employment Security 

Commission, telling them he 

would do any job. When asked 

what his experience was, John 

told them he had hotel manage-

ment experience but was not 

expecting to do that again. 

They took his information. 

On his way home “my car 

pulled into the Alleghany Inn. I 

had barely noticed the place 

and certainly had not planned 

to stop in. I chatted with Kandi 

who was at the front desk, ask-

ing if they needed any help. I 

told her I could do mainte-

nance or anything.”  She told 

him no, but took his name. 

At that very moment, unknown 

to him, the owners were meet-

ing preparing changes at the 

Inn. A phone call was made by 

them to the ECC to make them 

aware they were looking for a 

manager.  “You’re not going to 

believe this,” they were told, “a 

guy just left here who has hotel 

management experience.”  

What are the odds? 

John had a message on his 

phone before he even arrived 

home, asking him to come in 

for an interview.  He inter-

viewed the next day and was 

hired the next.  That was more 

than twelve years ago and John 

is still the manager at the Al-

leghany Inn. 

John and Wrenn would soon 

become involved in many com-

munity and church activities.  

There were part of the original 

founding member of the Blue 

Ridge Christian School where 

Wrenn would later teach. 

Many people at Sparta United 

Methodist Church who knew 

the Kilmartin children when 

they moved to Sparta as young 

children have watched them 

grow into beautiful young 

adults. 

Jack, now 22, is a Marine sta-

tioned in San Diego.  He has 

been deployed to the Middle 

East and Japan.  When his cur-

rent training is completed this 

summer, he will be stationed in 

Okinawa, Japan for three years.    

Katy, a junior at North Caro-

lina State University, is major-

ing in Fashion and Retail Mer-

chandizing and Brand Devel-

opment. “She is our outgoing 

child. Very driven and goal 

oriented.” And outgoing she is.  

When Wrenn picked her up 

after her first day of school in 

Sparta, the then-third grader 

declared, “I loved it!  I made a 

new friend.” 

Anna, 16, is home-schooled, 

expecting to graduate in the 

coming year.  John and Wrenn 

talk about her quiet confidence 

which always exhibits itself in 

a leadership role.  “It’s not 

something she seeks out but 

her unassuming confidence is 

appealing in that role. People 

are attracted to her because of 

it,” say her parents. Anna’s 

interests are photography, art, 

filmmaking, and poetry to 

name a few. “Anna is a fighter 

for causes she believes in.  She 

wants to make a difference in 

this world.” 

As John and Wrenn look back 

over their move to Sparta, they 

see God’s hand in each step of 

their journey.  There were too 

many coincidences for this not 

to be God’s will for their life.  

(Continued from page 3) Kilmartins 
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The family of Minnie Lou Irwin 

would like to thank everyone for 

your prayers, cards, calls, visits, 

flowers, food, memorial tributes and love extended 

to us in her passing.  You will be richly rewarded in 

heaven. 

Peace and Love, John and Brenda Irwin 

Beginning March 6 Reverend Tom Miller will lead a sixteen 

week study on Revelation. Each week will offer a video presen-

tation followed by group discussion. 

A workbook by James “Mickey” Efird will be used. Dr Efird is 

Professor Emeritus at Duke Divinity School and taught our very 

own Reverend Tom Miller and Pastor Bob.  He has written thir-

teen book and more than sixty articles. He has been committed 

to making the Bible understandable and properly understood for 

both pastors and laity. 

Please join us as we begin this journey to understand Revela-

tion through the filter of the people for whom this writing was 

made and how it is to be applied today. 

Mondays @ 6:30 pm 

Beginning March 6 

In Case You Missed this Opportunity 

Our Children’s Ministry is in need of several items 

to help furnish their new room.  Please contact   

Talina for a list from which to choose to donate..   

Also needed is help on Wednesdays at 5:30 to as-

sist serving the children a simple meal.  Food is 

supplied. We just need hands. Again, contact    

Talina if you can help. 

Recent research into the way 

our brains work has been 

greatly enhanced by all the 

imaging techniques that we 

now have available.  What 

researchers have found is, 

while we are capable of un-

dertaking numerous projects 

or tasks at once, our brains are 

not designed to complete more 

than one task at once.  All the 

distraction of multi-tasking 

also keeps That Which is Holy 

away as well.   

I love the story of the little girl 

at school during art period.  

She is at her desk drawing and 

coloring, drawing and color-

ing, drawing and coloring.  

The teacher is walking around 

looking at the children’s pic-

tures and stops to look at the 

little girl’s work.  “What are 

you drawing?” the teacher 

asks.  The little girl keeps 

drawing and coloring.  She 

says, “I am drawing a picture 

of God.”  The teacher replies, 

“No one knows what God 

looks like.”  The little girl 

continues drawing and color-

ing, “Well, they’re going to 

know in just a minute.” 

What a lovely story of being 

present.  This child shows us 

that we can tune in to God at 

any time.  Unfortunately, we 

need practice to keep our-

selves focused on this present 

moment.  This practice helps 

us slow down, focus, and feel 

the connection to something 

bigger than ourselves.  It is 

through the practice of one-

pointed attention that we be-

gin to change what is driving 

our minds.  And we find that 

our image of God changes as 

we see how God is moving 

through all of life, a part of 

life not apart from it. 

This image is one of God lov-

ing and present with us.  Our 

focus has shifted from What’s 

in it for me or Why did this 

happen to me to just being 

present to whatever is happen-

ing and to feel the presence of 

God with us in the events, 

relationships, and places of 

our lives, whatever those 

events, relationships, and 

places are. 

When we are in touch with the 

stillness of God found at the 

core of our being, then our 

lives can be lived more sim-

ply, with compassion from the 

heart, in joy, and in harmony 

with That Which is Greater 

than me.  We find the action 

of life flows free from strug-

gle, and we are able to live out 

of the wholeness God places 

in each of us at our making.  

In the practice of being pre-

sent, we find that we are never 

alone; we are always in con-

tact with our inner source.  So 

we have a choice.  We can 

proceed through life pushing 

and forcing things, wrapped 

up in me-ness; or we can find 

the flow and juice, the fluidity 

and the joy, of a life lived 

from the center-point of still-

ness.  That is God’s greatest 

gift to us – the gift of God’s 

Self, ever present.  We only 

have to shift our focus to dis-

cover Here It Is! 

(Continued from page 2) Meeting God 

FREE SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The Disciple Bible Study Classes invite the SUMC Congregation to join them in a free spaghetti dinner on Tuesday, 

March 21 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  The menu will be spaghetti, salad, bread and dessert. 

The purpose of the meal is for us to get to know our neighbors.  We hope you will join us. We encourage you to 

step outside your comfort zone and engage with members of the community. 

The meal is free to everyone.  Since we want to encourage fellowship, the meal is dine-in only.  
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Getting to Know Our Church Family  Spotlight on 

On March 28 John and Wrenn 

will have been married 25 

years. As with everyone, life 

has not been without its ups 

and downs. But when they 

were down, they quickly 

learned that when they act on 

faith the “down” quickly be-

comes an “up.” 

John and Wrenn both grew up 

in Raleigh. Both have genera-

tions of family there.  And in 

2003, with a good career and 

three children, it looked like 

they, too, would be there for 

the next generation. 

John had worked in the hotel 

industry for thirteen years, 

becoming a very successful 

hotel manager. In 2003, his 

hotel was named Hotel of the 

Year by Choice Hotels. With 

John’s career flourishing, 

Wrenn was a stay at home 

mom to their three children 

who were three, eight and nine 

years old at that time. Life was 

good. 

Then came the “down.” 

The hotel chain for which John 

worked was bought by another 

chain.  As a result of the re-

shuffling of management staff, 

John was laid off.  Never had 

he been out of work.  He was 

the primary breadwinner of a 

family of five with no job.  

He immediately set out to find 

employment. For four months, 

he looked. Then a job found 

him and he was offered and 

accepted a position opening a 

hotel that had been closed for 

several years.  It was a large 

hotel with a restaurant.  There 

was much work to be done. He 

soon found himself working 

eighty or ninety hours a week.  

Wrenn cared for the children 

while John worked, sometimes 

seven days a week. Working 
(Continued on page 7) 

John & Wrenn 

Kilmartin 

Jack, Katy & Anna 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

On February 4, 2017 a group of people from our congregation 

met for a Vision Planning Session.  What is Sparta United 

Methodist Church about?  What should we be about?  How can 

we accomplish what God wants us to be about?   With the Holy 

Spirit leading, goals were set and steps to accomplish these 

goals were discussed. 

Also discussed was the formulation of a new mission statement.  

Many of you may be familiar with our previous statement of 

“Sparta United Methodist Church is a family of those who pro-

claim the Good News of Jesus Christ and serve all God’s peo-

ple in our community and around the world.” 

Discussions at the Vision Planning meeting were had and  ques-

tions were asked and answered. What is our mission? Simply, 

to love God, to love everyone and to follow Jesus. 

That is how Sparta United Methodist Church’s new mission 

statement was born. 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus was adopted 

as Sparta UMC’s mission statement by the church council on 

February 27. You’ll be seeing this statement often as we move 

forward loving God, loving everyone and following Jesus. 

In May of 2012 we were just 

about to wrap up our very first 

year at Blue Ridge Christian 

school. There were so many 

ways that God blessed our 

little brick building and all the 

people inside. I remember one 

day in particular when we took 

all the kids out to Little Glade 

Pond for an afternoon. I’ve 

always loved Little Glade. It’s 

right on the parkway not far 

from Sparta and it made the 

perfect spot for an active 

group of BRCS students to 

spend some time. We had 

also asked a friend of the 

school to come and take 

school pictures of each stu-

dent. What a perfect backdrop!  

 I find that there are times that 

God actually does speak to us. 

If we are listening, the little 

whispers can be crystal clear.  

I had such a ‘whisper” that 

day. I found myself completely 

overwhelmed by my surround-

ings. Happy children ages five 

to twelve playing games to-

gether in a field on one side of 

the pond with Kyla cheering 

them on; kids coming over one 

by one to have their picture 

taken in the sunshine by the 

creek; and a tiny little picnic 

directly across the pond by the 

parkway. Mr. Gatton was sit-

ting on a blanket enjoying a 

sandwich with his very small 

daughter, Margot. She was 

two.   

This moment has stayed with 

me ever since. I had such a 

feeling of peace and content-

ment. God whispered in my 

ear, “I will not forsake you. I 

will never let you fall”. That 

was it.  

Isn’t life interesting? And isn’t 

it remarkable that we have the 

ability to hear God’s words if 

we are open and accepting of 

that being a possibility?   

  

God Whispers  

by Wrenn Kilmartin 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 

 

Plan now to attend our first breakfast in the Pugh 

Outreach Building, March 19th at 8:00 AM.  Good 

food, fellowship and room to stretch!  Come early 

and see the smiles on the Cooking Team’s faces.  

One can get lost in the kitchen! 

We have a service opportunity coming up on April 

4th.  We will be cooking and serving a dinner for 

Carolina Farm Credit.  Reaching out to others 

takes many forms, this is one of them.  I’m looking forward to 

your help. 

I’m really excited about our April 16th breakfast because it’s 

going to follow a 7:30 AM Sunrise Service.  That’s right, it’s 

on Easter Sunday and the United Methodist Men are going to 

provide breakfast right after what I’m sure will be a moving, 

outdoor service.  ALL are invited to attend! 

The 12th Quadrennial National Gathering of United Methodist 

is happening this year in Indianapolis July 7th – 9th.  The first 

UM Men Congress met in 1969.  Ten of the previous meetings 

were held on the campus of Purdue University in Lafayette, 

Indiana, and the 2008 and 2012 meetings were held at Belmont 

University in Nashville.  This will be the first time United 

Methodist Men have met in Indianapolis, but it is the same city 

in which men of the Methodist Episcopal Church met in 1913.  

Wouldn’t it be nice to take a van load of SUMM to Indy?!  

u
m
m 

 

 

  

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
A Day of Sharing & Renewal in the Mountains 

           

          Come and join in a day of sharing, connecting and renewing our spirits. Everyone is invited!   

                                 Please share with your neighbors and friends.  Pick up some brochures and pass them around! 

 

Our first Women’s Retreat will be on Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm in the new Pugh Outreach Center at 

Sparta United Methodist Church. The cost of registration is $15.00 per person, with financial assistance available if needed. 

Lunch for all participants is included in the registration fee. 

Child care will be provided for children from 6 months to 10 years of age. Lunch, snacks and activities will be provided for at 

no additional cost. 

Our main speaker for the day is Haven Parrott from the Raleigh area. She is a grief coordinator for Transitions Life Care in 

Raleigh. In addition, the following Break-Out sessions will be available.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sanctuary will be open for Prayer during the day with Stephen Ministers present to assist anyone who desires a special 

prayer time. 

Music will be led by Nancy Jones and Alan Sears with a special song from Jill and Devin DeBord. 

Registration will begin in March and go until April 15th.  Please pick up a registration form, fill it out and bring it by or mail it 

with your $15.00 check to the church before the April 15th. 

Financial Strategies (Three levels) Susan Eisenman 

Keeping up With Life Can Bring You Down Dr. Charles Rudy 

Creating a Rule of Life Reverend Stephanie Parker 

Creating the Love You Want Pam Andrews 

The “One Another” Passages from The New Testament Kyla Gatton 

Listen to the Wisdom of Dreams Pratt Davis 

Parenting Young Children – Redirecting Behaviors Talina Pipes 

Parenting Adolescents Kathy Bobbitt 

End of Life Caring Donna McCraw 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

The January monthly meeting was cancelled be-

cause of poor weather and road conditions.  The 

Executive Committee met in early February to 

plan the calendar of 2017 events.  The dates were 

presented to members at the February meeting.  

The annual Spring Brunch will not be held be-

cause an open weekend could not be found.  The 

annual Mother’s Day Tea will not take place this 

year.  Instead, the UMW will support the 

Women’s Retreat scheduled for May 6th.  More 

information about this wonderful outreach to women in our 

community will be announced shortly.  With the construction 

of the new Outreach Center, the UMW will now prepare the 

March 6th Mission Meal.  The proceeds will go to assist the 

mission work of Project AGAPE in Armenia.   

Several members will participate in the annual World Day of 

Prayer program.  The event will be held on Friday, March 3rd 

at 6:00pm at the First Baptist Church.  Everyone is invited to 

attend.  Several members will travel to Broad Street UMC in 

Statesville to attend the District Prayer Breakfast on March 

18th.  The names of deceased Sparta UMW members Margie 

Mitchell, Sharon Simons and Betty Thompson will be read and 

remembered at the Memorial Service.   

Thanks again to everyone who purchased the UMW cook-

books in the past two years.  Proceeds from the sale of the 

books were recently used to purchase 15 round tables, one ta-

ble dolly, 100 white dinner plates and various pots and pans 

for the new outreach center.  A remaining balance of about 

$400 will be used to purchase smaller needed items such as 

cooking utensils.  The Sparta UMW is delighted to be able to 

provide these items for the new kitchen. 

As always, every woman in the church is invited to the 
monthly meetings on the second Wednesday of each month at 

6:30pm and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action.  

u
m 
WWWW    

 Mission Meal on March 5th 
(Note Date Change) 

The United Methodist Women hosted the mission 

meal on March 5th with proceeds going to the 

AGAPE Project in Armenia. The delicious menu of 

chicken pie and all the fixins’ brought in $665 before 

expenses.  Thanks for you generosity! 

A Thank You to Our 

 Behind-the-Scenes Workers 

Many people contribute to our wor-

ship experience on Sunday but per-

haps none more faithfully than Joel 

and Pam Souther. Working quietly 

and behind the scenes, they make 

sure we have all the information we need during the services, 

whether it’s announcements, song lyrics, Scriptures or other 

special effects. 

Every Saturday, Joel and Pam come to the church to load infor-

mation into the computer.  This takes one to two hours.  Pam 

says while this is a busy time it is a very peaceful time for her, 

just being in the sanctuary, an end to usually a busy week. 

On Sunday morning Joel is busy with the sound system making 

sure everyone can hear whoever is speaking at any given time.  

Not a easy chore when someone decides to speak unexpectedly.  

But, Joel remains observant and is quick to make mic changes 

as needed. 

When the service has ended, Joel and Pam’s job is not over.  

Joel takes the DVD  he has made of the service, edits it as 

needed, burns a copy and delivers it to be shown on ACTV. 

So those slides you enjoy on Sunday morning or the services 

you enjoy watching on ACTV if you miss church, are the result 

of hours of work for Joel and Pam. Say a big thank you to 

them! 

Today We Thank 

Joel & Pam 

Souther 

Welcome to the Family  

of Sparta United Methodist Church 

On February 19th we welcomed to our church family,  

through baptism, Emerson Oliver Norris.   

Emerson is the son of Brian and Meghan Norris.   

He is the grandson of Keith and Yvonne Oliver and  

the great-grandson of David and Eleanor Carpenter. 

Joel and Pam Souther 


