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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

  

Dear Fellow Member and Friend of the Sparta UMC: 

 I would like to take this opportunity to speak to you about financial matters both for the 
year 2014 and the new year of 2015.  First of all, I would like to personally thank each of 
you for who you are and for all that you have done for our church in the year 2014 to give 
us another very good year in the life of God’s kingdom work.  I am most pleased to say 
that we finished the year in the black and this is because of you and your generous giving 
to the life of our church.  We have been able to pay out all of our financial obligations to 
the conference, the district, and to our community in addition to our own budget which 
includes everything from staff salaries, utilities and the many missions that are a part of 
our ministry.  We have been a vital part in the community effort to feed those who are 
food challenged in our community including our community children.  This has all been a 
huge undertaking that could not have happened without you.  In addition, we have pro-
vided Christmas to many children who otherwise would not have had Christmas.  I en-
courage you to take the time to look over our past budget and our new budget for the 
upcoming year.  You will be very pleased, I believe, with both what we have been able to 
accomplish and with what we are proposing for this new year.  In all humility, I give you 
my heart felt thank you.  

 As we proceed into this new year, just like you, I am very excited and a little nervous 
about all that we shall be undertaking this year.  I am excited by the possibilities that lie 
before us to have a greater influence and impact on our community with the results being 
a greater presence of new life in our church.  My nervousness is most likely the same as 
yours might be: change is always scary.  The finance committee has worked very hard to 
keep our new budget as low as possible.  We have graciously granted every committee/
ministry request that we have been given as we believe that no committee has made a 
request that is beyond what is needed for the fulfilling of their needs.  Having said all of 
this, I will now tell you that our annual budget has been increased by $7,606 or 3.44%. 
The $3,600 increase is because this past year we paid our ministerial obligation to the 
Ministerium out of “the Grace Fund” and this year we through council action have shifted 
this money back to the budget.  The reason for doing this is that the Grace Fund is used 
for meeting the emergency needs of church members when needed and possible.  This 
fund was established several years ago because we believe that we have a responsibility 
not only to those outside of this fellowship but at least equally we have an obligation to 
our own members.  In the past these funds have provided for prescription medicines that 
for one reason or another a member might not have been able to purchase for them-
selves.  Other situations have been also met yet for the most part the focus has been on 
genuine and critical medical needs of the member.  The funds for this ministry come only 
through undesignated memorials and any offering given specifically to this fund.  By pay-
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ing out our commitment to the Ministerium, we nearly depleted the fund this past year.  Apart from this change our budget 
increased only by $4,006 or 1.8%.  I personally believe that this has been good stewardship on behalf of the church by 
your finance committee.  

 While the 2015 expenses are only going up $7,606, we will be loosing approximately $16,000 in dividend income due 
to selling enough Lowe’s stock to pay for the new addition to our church.  Therefore, we will need for the congregation to 
increase their giving to around $20,000 to cover this increased cost and lose of miscellaneous income. 

 My request to each of you is simply this: if you could please review your giving to the church this past year and re-
commit to that amount plus 10% above that amount then meeting the 2015 budget will not be a hardship on any of us. 
Karen and I have already made this commitment as we dearly love our church and completely believe in the ministry that 
takes place through our church.  Now, I do realize that for one reason or another some just might not be able to do this.  I 
do ask though that you prayerfully give this matter consideration.  Again, thank you for all that you do to make the many 
ministries of the Sparta UMC possible.   

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Bob  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB 
(Continued from page 1) 

WHAT IS LENT by Vickie Sears, Worship Committee 
 Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays), that begins on Ash Wednesday 
and ends on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter.  The observance of Lent is a time of spiritual 
preparation before celebrating Easter.  As stated in The United Methodist Book of Worship, “Lent be-
gan as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time for penance 
by all Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan, and the Sixth Sunday 
(Passion/Palm Sunday) Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and death.” 
 The 40-day season of Lent is a time for us to self-reflect on our lives, grow in faith and focus toward 
God.  We can accomplish this through prayer, fasting, Bible reading, worship, service and eliminating 
distractions so that we may become more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  Invite others to join you on 
this spiritual journey to observe a Holy Lent. 

SPARTA UMC HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
    Date    Service   Time 
March 29 Palm Sunday  9:00 am & 11:00 am 
April 2  Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm 

April 3  Good Friday Service 6:00 pm 
April 5  Easter Sunday   9:00 am & 11:00 am 

LENTEN SERVICE & LUNCH 
Wednesdays at 12 noon 
We are hosting the Alleghany County Ministerium sponsored weekly Lenten service and lunch on Wednesdays through 
Holy Week.  Lunch donations will go to the Ministerium Relief Fund.  It’s a great time to pause and reflect during the sea-
son of Lent and to fellowship with folks in our community! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 
Wednesday, March 11, 3015 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Our Sparta UMW has many good reasons to give thanks. Our mission luncheon on February 8th was well attended and 
richly blessed.  Donors that day helped us with our local scholarship fund. Their generous support allowed us to add about 
$500 to our Sparta UMW fund.  These monies are used to assist recipients with college tuition and fees. 
 Another blessing we give thanks for is our dedicated sewing circle.  Our UMW gives them our thanks and recognizes 
their hard work as an integral and substantial part of our mission effort.  The women in this group are not only talented but 
quite astounding.  They meet monthly and make children’s garments.  Just recently they completed 75 girls’ dresses and 
22 boys’ shorts and tee shirt sets.  These items will be packed in a donated duffle bag and carried by a mission volunteer 
to Nicaragua.  There the volunteer will distribute these to Nicaraguan children.  When plans were being made to send the 
clothing it seemed somewhat a coincidence that one of our UMW mission studies for 2015-2016 was “Latin America: Peo-
ple and Faith.”  As Margaret Conner endeavored to secure someone to take responsibilities for carrying and distributing 
the clothing to needy children, a friend connected her with someone on Facebook that was going on a mission trip and 
was willing to help us.  That person leaves soon in mission to Nicaragua as will the children’s garments.   Faith tells us it 
was not coincidental put part of God’s plan. 
 The sewing circle would want you to know their labor is one of love.  Also, that the fabric they use for the clothing is 
donated with the exception of the boys’ tee shirts.  These shirts have to be purchased.  Also the sewing circle could use 
your help.  You don’t have to know how to sew.  If you can iron, cut fabric, or just seek Christian fellowship you will be 
most welcome.  They meet the first Monday morning of each month beginning at 10:00 am and end around 1:00.pm. 
 The UMW would like to invite the women of the church to visit one of our monthly meetings.  Please consider being our 
guest.  We meet the second Wednesday of the month in the fellowship hall.  We start at 6:30 pm and have both our pro-
gram and business session which concludes at 7:30 pm.  Afterwards, we have light refreshments and fellowship.  Come 
join us and see what we mean when we say “Faith-Hope-Love in Action”. 

UMW MISSION FUNDRAISER ~ ANNUAL BAKE SALE 
Sunday, March 22, 2015 
 Following both morning services we will have a bake sale in the Fellowship Hall.  Baked Items 
will be offered for sale and all monies collected will go toward our mission projects this year.  If 
you have a special request for an item, please contact a member of our United Methodist Women 
ahead of time, so you will be sure to have what you want!  Plan to come and buy items to have for 
your Easter Celebrations! REMEMBER, IT WILL BEGIN FOLLOWING THE EARLY SERVICE, on 
a first come basis.  This has been a very successful fund raiser for us.   

 Thank you for supporting our missions! 

~CAKES~PIES~COOKIES~CUPCAKES~ 
~BROWNIES~MUFFINS~ASSORTED BREADS~ 

WEDNESDAY WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday’s at 10:00 am 
The kick off for our new book study started with a brunch hosted by Jim and Margaret 
Connor at their wonderful home.  With the suggestion from author, Liz Curtis Higgs, we 
are embarking on a journey with a new author.  Our study is Hebrew's, The Nearness of 
King Jesus by Lisa Harper.  Lisa is a scholar and storyteller, who breathes life into He-
brews connecting the dots between the Bible era and modern life.  Our small group 
meets every Wednesday. 
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March April May  

1-Fran & Ken Lewis 5-Easter-no youth meeting 3-Larry Prince 

8-Mintie Saintsing 12-Libby Squires 10-John Tracy 

15-Beverlee Scott 19-Donna King 17-Fran & Ken Lewis 

22-Dora Sue Smith 26-Delta Peterson 24-Mintie Saintsing 

29- Sandy Lovett   

YOUTH MEETING HELPERS  

YOUTH MEETING AND NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve our Children and Youth.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 

Thelma Davis March 2 Walter Hattrich  March 5  Wrenn Kilmartin  March 5 

Robert Andrews March 7 Bill Barker  March 7  Diane Zimmerman March 9 

John Irwin, Jr.  March 10 John Irwin, Jr.  March 10 Katie Nilo  March 11 

Jody Tracy  March 12 Julie Tucker  March 12 Perry Isner  March 16 

Patrick Tucker  March 16 Katy Kilmartin  March 17 Nikki Wilborn  March 17 

Pratt Davis  March 19 Barbara Martin  March 19 Drake McKenna  March 20 

Pat Freitag  March 21 Betty Latham  March 21 Patti Cox  March 22 

Joel Souther  March 22 Scott Walker  March 22 Charles Rudy  March 23 

Gary Funkhouser  March 24 Lewis Bobbitt  March 25 Jo Henry  March 25 

Tommy Thompson, Sr.  March 25 Mack Murphy  March 26 Keith Oliver  March 26 

John Cox  March 29 Sam Walker  March 29 Martha Thompson March 30 

Jane Wallace  March 30 Zachary Cox  March 31 Rick Squires  March 31

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO... 

 Harry & Faye Snyder March 1  Fletcher & Talina Pipes  March 10  

 Bob & Karen Miller March 15  Hank & Jo Henry  March 17 

 John & Wrenn Kilmartin March 28  Pat & Burton Edwards  March 30 

NURSERY HELPERS 
March April May  

1-Constance Anders 5-Constance Anders 3-Constance Anders 

8-Sylvia Truitt 12-Brenda Irwin 10-Max Cox 

15-Gayle Cobb 19-Carol Upchurch 17-Sylvia Truitt 

22-Ken Lewis 26-Larry Prince 24-Gayle Cobb 

29-Talina Pipes   
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SPARTA UMC BUDGET COMPARISON 
2014 ACTUAL VS. 2015 BUDGET (If you would like a more detailed report, please contact the church office.) 

Income Budget  

Budgeted Income 2014 Actual 2015 Budget 

Congregational Giving $202,194 $222,000 

Other Income $20,566 $6,600 

Total Budget for Income $222,760 $228,600 

Expenses Budget 

Administration-Personnel Salaries $113,758 $119,121 

Administration-Personnel Benefits $29,716 $26,729 

General Property $17,372 $16,000 

Utilities $23,492 $22,400 

Worship $751 $1,140 

Office Expenses $7,709 $7,920 

Communications $2,762 $2,340 

Adult Christian Education $1,631 $1,700 

Children/Youth Christian Education $2,216 $4,100 

Nurture $1,337 $1,200 

Outreach $0.00 $3,600 

Evangelism $52 $150 

Stewardship $1,030 $1,020 

Apportionments $19,136 $20,580 

Miscellaneous $32 $600 

Total Budget for Expenses $220,994 $228,600 

Budgeted Expense 2014 Actual 2015 Budget 

UNITED METHODIST MEN by Ken Lewis 
Sunday, March 15 at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 Greetings from the United Methodist Men.  Our February meeting/breakfast was cancelled because of weather.  Our 
next meeting is scheduled for March 15 at 8:00 am for breakfast and fellowship.  All men of the church are members of 
UMM and are encouraged to attend our meetings.  Spouses are welcomed to join us also.   
 We have had a very busy wood delivery season this year.  Demand has been greater than ever.  We have gotten criti-
cally low on our wood supply and regretfully, have had to limit our deliveries to the most dire needs in order to get through 
the cold season. 
 This year we have had additional expenses maintaining our delivery truck and our funds are running low.  Donations to 
our wood ministry for fuel, maintenance, and insurance are most appreciated. 
 Hope to see everyone on Sunday, March 15 at 8:00 am! 
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HINENI, HERE I AM by Pratt Davis, Lay Leader 
 Pastor Bob has preached two sermons in the past three weeks that have led me to an interesting practice that I want to 
share with you.  And I want to share what was, to me, an interesting sequence of events that led me to this practice.  The 
Sunday before Christmas, Bob's sermon was based on the passage from Luke in which the angel Gabriel appears to Mary. 
Mary responds with three powerful words - Here I Am.  Here I Am, Hineni in Hebrew, is more than a statement of geographi-
cal location.  It is a statement of radical availability and I began to think about what it means to make ourselves available to 
hear God's call.  Then on the first Sunday of the new year, Pastor Bob asked us to consider where we see God's grace.  I 
set out to write about making ourselves available to God's call and ended up exploring everyday grace. 
 While pondering Mary's response, I thought of others' responses.  In the Bible, there are significant places where God 
calls and the person replies, Here I Am.  Moses answers the voice in the burning bush, Abraham responds several times on 
that awful trip up the mountain with Isaac, Samuel obeys Eli and answers God's call, Isaiah says Here I am, send me.  And 
Mary takes a momentous step with her response.  As I thought about the radical availability that these people expressed, I 
was reminded of a passage in Jan Richardson's book, In the Sanctuary of Women.  She writes this thought about the crea-
tion story, When they heard the voice of God on the evening breeze, Eve and Adam hid themselves.  From the One who 
had formed them, from the One who had given them life, they fled.  And perhaps this is where the sin truly lay: that they hid 
their faces, that they refused to look upon the One who had created them, that they distanced themselves from the living 
God. 
 Aren't we masters at distancing ourselves from the living God?  How do I respond so that I am not distancing myself, but 
am being present and making myself available?  How do I learn to recognize where God is calling me, where God is moving 
in my life?  When a family member comes into the house he or she may often call out to another member of the family, 
Where are you?  When the other family member answers, Here I Am, he or she is sending a message of availability.   Here I 
Am says I am waiting for you, I can't wait to talk to you, I am glad you are home. It is an offering of our total presence to an-
other.  It is an offering of our total presence to Life. 
 One of my all time favorite books of spiritual writing is Rachel Remen's Kitchen Table Wisdom.  This book of essays 
gives example after example of the healing force running through all of life, of people who learn to make themselves avail-
able to life and to heal in whatever form that takes for them. Rachel Remen M.D. is a pioneer in the mind/body health field 
and developed a psychological approach for people dealing with life-threatening illness. I hoped I might find a short passage 
that would be a good quote relating to my Here I Am topic.  I did not find a particular quote for this article, but I realized the 
book was published eighteen years ago.  Rachel Remen had her own critical illness and was no spring chicken when the 
book was published.  I wondered if she were still alive.  So I Googled Rachel Remen.  Not only is she still alive, she is still 
teaching, speaking and writing.  Her website has a link to her blog.  I found an interesting practice on the site by selecting 
Learn, Some Simple Exercises.  The fourth exercise on the page is titled, Growing New Eyes: The 3 Question Journal.   
 By considering these three questions every day, I believe we will be able to respond to Pastor Bob's call for us to con-
sider where we see God's grace.  I think that by growing new eyes we can become more aware of where the Divine is flow-
ing through our lives every day.  I decided to practice answering these three questions every day and see what unfolds.  I 
invite you to try this practice too.  It takes only a few minutes.  Here are the steps that Dr. Remen suggests: 
Respond to these three questions: 
1. What surprised me today? 
2. What moved me or touched me today? 
3. What inspired me today? 
 Consider each question separately.  Start reviewing your day from the present backwards toward morning.  When you 
find anything that answers the question, stop and write that down.  You are not searching for the best or most, just the first 
thing you find.  Some people do not find anything at first, so it is okay to write Nothing for your entry.  The important thing is 
to stick with the practice. 
 I have been writing my answers for twelve days.  So far I have been surprised, been touched, and been inspired by 
something every day.  My expectation is that I will come to see more clearly the awesome presence of God as the day un-
folds.  And that from that seeing, I will be able to answer with Moses and Abraham and Samuel, with Isaiah and Mary, Hi-
neni, Here I Am. 
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 Our United Methodist Men’s wood crew has been on my mind so often recently during our coldest weather!  I wanted to 
share some history of this very dedicated hard-working wood crew. 
 Hurricane Hugo in 1989 was the beginning of our Sparta UMC wood crew.  Boyd Farmer is mentioned so often as a 
really driving force in our first wood ministry.  Also, Susan Miles recalls Leland and Sharon Simons hauling many logs 
across a roadway after Hugo.  These logs went to our first outreach.  In our Mission scrapbooks on the narthex shelves we 
find the KIA (Kids in Action) active in the wood crew!  Perry and Evan Isner are working away loading wood in a truck for 
delivery. 
 So now our notorious winter of 2015 finds our wood crew very active.  This is a mission outreach of our Sparta United 
Methodist Men.  Larry Prince reports that 150 loads of wood were delivered out in the community in 2014.  The great im-
pact of the wood crew came to my focus so well this past month.  My old “Momma Bear” kitchen stove in my homeplace 
has received many loads of wood from our Sparta United Methodist Church wood ministry.  During February we realized 
we were going to run out of wood before the month ended.  Our handyman was going to bring us a load as our wood min-
istry delivers only one load per month to each home.  Our handyman called to alert us he could not bring the wood we had 
ordered.  “Call the church,” he said, “they deliver wood to everyone!” 
 When we called another woodman, Mr. Raymond Rector, who was a stranger to me but he only delivers huge loads of 
wood that we could not store.  He immediately said, “Call the church, they deliver wood to everyone!”  After explaining to 
Mr. Rector the rule about one load per month, he kindly gave us the name of another woodman that delivers small truck 
loads of wood, saying, “I don’t want you to run out of wood.”  The next morning here came Mr. Raymond Rector with his 
small family work truck with a small load of wild cherry logs.  “This is a gift,” he said smiling as he greeted us, “for you to 
use until the second woodman can deliver his smaller truck of wood.” 
 We so appreciated Mr. Rector’s concern for us and felt the example our Sparta UMC wood crew makes to our whole 
county inspired Mr. Rector to follow their wonderful example! 

~~~Love Your Neighbor!~~~ 

SOLID ROCK FOOD CLOSET ~ 6TH ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS EVENT 
Friday, April 24, 2015 at Sparta UMC from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 We invite you to support the 700 food insecure children in our community through the Empty Bowls fund-raising event 
that will take place at Sparta UMC this year.  The event will honor the memory of the late Bet Mangun who was a won-
derful friend, artist, and supporter of the Food Closet. 
 In the past five years, this event has raised a total of $100,262.84 in support of hungry families throughout the county.  
The generous donations of sponsorships, auction items, pottery donations, and ticket buyers have supported a substan-
tial amount of food and have kept many seniors and children from skipping meals and going to bed hungry. 
 This year’s event is focused on the hungry children in our community and The Summer Feeding Program which is 
geared toward school age children and provides a bag full of nutritious kid-friendly food to take home each week during 
the summer months when school is not in session.   
 There are several ways to support this ministry event.  A tax deductible sponsorship of $1.000, $750, $500, $250 will 
help defray the cost of the event to ensure all proceeds go directly to The Summer Feeding Program.  Another option is 
to sponsor a child for the summer for only $65.  Your patronage will provide a strong foundation for our hungry children 
across our community. 
 Contact Katee Hettleman at 336-572-2576 or LeAnn Gambill at 336-200-2889 for more information. 

 

Make checks payable to Alleghany County Ministerium and put Empty Bowls on the memo line. 
Mail to:  Empty Bowls, PO Box 848, Sparta, NC 28675 

We are the clay, you are the potter, 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Isaiah 64:8 


