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FEBRUARY 2018 — THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Loving God - Loving Everyone - Following Jesus 

Daily Devotionals 

We are blessed at SUMC to have daily devotionals written by 

our Assistant Pastor Ben Gatton. 

Many of you are already receiving Ben’s devotionals. They are 

delivered to you via email each morning. What a great day to 

start your day. 

If you are not receiving Ben’s devotional please make sure the 

office has your email address. Send a simple email asking to be 

added to the church email list. You will also receive church 

news with upcoming events and other news items.  

Below is one of the devotionals. 

Where Wisdom Starts 

By Ben Gatton 

Fearing God doesn't mean you are afraid of Him, but it does 

mean that you allow God the authority and priority in your 

life that He deserves. We all are confronted with situations 

where we need wisdom, and we often run to strange places 

to find it. The author of this ancient proverb is leading you 

into an important truth: understanding who God is and priori-

tizing your life appropriately is where wisdom starts. 

If God is the author of life, creator of the world, and full of 

goodness and mercy, why do you look to other things to 

bring you satisfaction? Why do you keep relying upon your-

self to solve your problems instead of turning to the One 

who created the world you live in? Why do you accept for-

giveness from God, but withhold forgiveness from others?  

Ask yourself if God is what your life is about, or whether you 

have sidelined the Light of the World to the corners of your 

heart. 

Are you giving God what He deserves? 

 

Proverbs 9:10 (NLT) 

Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. 

   Knowledge of the Holy One results in good judgment. 

Why Ashes & What is Lent? 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 

season of Lent. Lent is a time when many 

Christians prepare for Easter by observing a 

period of fasting, repentance, moderation 

and spiritual discipline. 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: 

our sinfulness before God and our human 

mortality. The service focuses on both themes, helping us to 

realize that both have been triumphed through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

During some Ash Wednesday services, the minister will 

lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto the foreheads 

of worshipers. The ash cross on the forehead is an outward 

sign of our mortality and sorrow and repentance for sins.  

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which 

begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent 

comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means 

"spring." The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in 

the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and prepar-

ing to begin his ministry. 

In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new converts 

for baptism. Today, Christians focus on their relationship 

with God, often choosing to give up something or to volun-

teer and give of themselves for others. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because 

each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter" and the reverent spir-

it of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resur-

rection. Excerpts from umc.org/what we believe 

Please Join us for These                 

Special Lent Services 

Wednesday, February 14th  @  6:00 pm 

Ashe Wednesday Service  

 

Every Wednesday, February 21 through March 21 

Lent Service & Lunch @ 12 Noon 

Led by area Pastors 
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Hanukkah and the 
New Year 

By Pratt Davis 

As I am writ-

ing this arti-

cle, it is a 

week before 

Christmas; 

but I know 

you will be 

reading it 

after the New 

Year.  So in an attempt to be 

relevant, I try to think about 

topics appropriate for New 

Year’s contemplation.  As so 

often happens when I try to 

summon inspiration, the un-

conscious reminds me that the 

writing process does not go 

well when the brain attempts 

to rule.  Every time I think 

about what to write for the 

New Year, an image of a Me-

norah intrudes.   

As I was driving last week, I 

turned on the radio to NPR and 

tuned in to a program that was 

already in progress.  The pro-

gram turned out to be a discus-

sion of cooking, with the topic 

that day about foods prepared 

for the celebration of Hanuk-

kah.  At the point I started lis-

tening, I didn’t know what the 

subject was, because a woman 

was describing this famous 

Jewish holiday that falls near 

Christmas.  She gave a little 

history telling us that when the 

Jews had reclaimed the temple 

from the Seleucids 200 years 

before Christ was born, they 

wanted to light the Menorah 

but found only enough oil for 

one night.  Still, the oil burned 

for 8 nights.  The Jews cele-

brate this holiday that is about 

freedom with lights, games, 

fried food to celebrate the 

abundance of God revealed in 

the supply of oil, and gifts for 

children given one gift on eve-

ry day of the 8-day celebration.  

The speaker then went on to 

the purpose of the show - an 

explanation of how to make 

Latkes, potato pancakes in the 

Jewish tradition. 

I found myself thinking about 

this description of the celebra-

tion of lights, the Menorah, 

and the 8-day supply of oil.  I 

remembered that the Jews con-

sidered numbers to have spe-

cial meaning and that the num-

ber 8 is significant because it is 

the only number, besides zero, 

that can be written endlessly 

without lifting the pen.  It was 

not that there was an 8-day 

supply of oil, it was that the 

gifts of God are endlessly 

abundant.  Whenever I try to 

decide what to write that 

would be appropriate for the 

New Year, an image of a Me-

norah arises in my mind.  And, 

as so often happens, life deliv-

ers an event, or events, to tell 

me to pay attention. 

While my book club is having 

our December meeting at the 

home of one of our members, I 

discover a Menorah in the cen-

ter of the kitchen table.  That is 

interesting.  A few days after 

that I am in a shop that has a 

Menorah placed unobtrusively 

behind the counter.  Another 

Menorah?  What is that 

about??  I give up trying to 

think about a New Year’s top-

ic.  I get the message – I will 

write about the Menorah. 

As usual, I decide to do a little 

research and I find a narrative 

of the radio show that had 

started this process of writing 

about Hanukkah.  (I also got a 

bonus with what looks like a 

good recipe for potato pan-

cakes.)  The speaker’s intro-

duction to the holiday led me 

to further research Hanukkah.  

In another article about this 

celebration, the author refers to 

G_d, not God.  That caught my 

attention.  I knew that, when 

referring to God, the ancient 

Jews used a combination of 

consonants that were not a 

name in themselves, but I dis-

covered some other interesting 

information. 

Observant Jews don’t say or 

write God’s name.  YHWH 

(representing Jehovah or Yah-

weh) was one of the ways Jews 

honored the name of God dur-

ing Old Testament times.  To 

the Jews, a name is not an arbi-

trary designation.  A name 

conveys the nature and essence 

of the thing named; the name 

is shaped by the history and 

reputation of the owner.  When 

Moses asks God what God’s 

name is, he is really asking, 

Who are you? What are you 

like? What have you done?   

He is asking to understand the 

nature and essence of God.  

The use of YHWH or G_d is a 

way of honoring that which is 

not nameable.  That which 

cannot be fully understood.  

That which is beyond the abil-

ity of language to convey.  The 

ancient text of the Tao Teh 

Ching expresses this same 

idea: The name which can be 

named is not the eternal name. 

It is in the story of Hanukkah 

that we are reminded that ours 

is the God of Abundance.  God 

is like the oil that doesn’t run 

out.  God is Oil of the Spirit 

that, unlike the oil that fuels a 

lantern, is always available.  

As I am starting the New Year, 

I realize that I have received 

several lessons that come from 

a radio show about potato pan-

cakes.   

From the image of the Meno-

rah, an oil lamp that burns 

eternally, I am reminded to 

live in awareness of God’s 

abundance.  That awareness 

fills my life with a sense of 

joy. 

From the Jewish writing of 

God’s name as YHWH or G_d, 

I am reminded of the Mystery 

of God.  The world of nature 

itself shows me that life arises 

in ways that are beautiful and 

mysterious. When I live in a 

way that honors that mystery, I 

feel at ease in the world. 

From the image and the lan-

guage of a religious tradition 

other than my own, I am re-

minded that God speaks in 

many ways to all people across 

time and in all places.  When I 

am open to receive wisdom 

from other traditions, I become 

aware of the spaciousness of 

God that surrounds me. 

May your own images of the 

Abundance, the Mystery, and 

the Diversity of God accompa-

ny you on the beginning of this 

New Year.  
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Pratt has compiled 

the newsletter articles 

she has written over 

the past three years 

into a book, Walking 

on Holy Ground.  If 

you would like to have a copy of her book, 

please see Pratt, call her at 336-657-3312, or 

send her an email at dudavis@skybest.com.  

Pratt’s Book 

Available 

1. What does the term “Lent”, which comes from ‘lencten’      
mean? 
 A. Time 
 B. Length 
 C. Sacrifice 
 D. Spring 
 
2. How did the early church observe Lent? 
 A. They remembered the mercy and forgiveness of    
      Christ 
 B. They reconciled relationships with church members 
 C. They prepared converts for baptism 
 D. All of the above 
 
3. When did the United Methodist Church start the ‘imposition   
 of ashes’? 
 A. 1877 
 B. 1933 
 C. 1992 
 D. 2008 
 
4. Does the United Methodist Church have official rules for Ob-
 serving Lent? 
 A. Yes, members should abstain from meat on Fridays 
 B. Yes, member should fast once  week during Lent 
 C. Yes, members should abstain from sweets during    
      Lent 
 D. All of the above 
 E. None of the above 
 
5. What do some United Methodists not sing at Lent 
 A. Alleluia 
 B. Doxologies 
 C. “In the Garden” 
 D. The communion liturgy 
 

6. Many people fast during Lent. How often did John Wesley 
 fast? 
 A. Twice a week 
 B. Twice a month 
 C. Twice a year 
 D. Rarely 
 
7.  When do congregations ‘strip the Lord’s Table?’ 
 A. At the conclusion of Ash Wednesday service 
 B. At the conclusion of Maundy Thursday worship 
 C. At the conclusion of Good Friday worship 
 D. At the conclusion of Holy Saturday 
 
8. What does INRI mean on a crucifix? 
 A. Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Rome 
 B. Nazareth, Kingdom of Jerusalem 
 C. Sign of the Cross 
 D. Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews 
 
9. Why are eggs associated with Easter? 
   A. They symbolize new life 
 B. They have a shell around the body inside just as the 
      tomb was around Jesus’ body then cracked open 
 C. They can be dyed pretty colors to represent joy 
 D. None of the above 
 E. All of the above 
 
10. Why do some churches hold Easter sunrise service? 
 A. Jesus is sometimes called the light of the world 
 B. The women are said to have come to the tomb early             
      in the morning 
 C. Easter prayer vigils were often ended as the sun rose 
 D. All of the above 
 E. None of the above 
  

(Taken from UMC.org—what we believe.                 Answers on page 5) 

How much d you know about Lent & Easter and the United Methodist 

Nursery Worker Needed  

A big thank you to Mikayla Edwards for working in our 

nursery.  Mikayla is no longer able to work in the nurse-

ry due to college responsibilities.   

Therefore, we are looking for someone to work on Sun-

days.  If interested, contact Kelly Krans, our Director of 

Children's Ministries.   

Again, thank you Mikayla!  

Please support  

FUSION at the Mission Meal  

February 11th 

Proceeds will help support their mission trip 

this summer. 

mailto:dudavis@skybest.com
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS  

By Alan Sears 

I hope all of you had blessings overflowing at 

Christmas.  What a special time of companionship 

with family and friends.  The New Year starts 

with an opportunity to throw off the baggage from 

last year and to rededicate our lives to glorifying 

God in 2018. 

We have a very consistent core group that attends 

our monthly, Sunday morning breakfast.  That 

core group needs to expand to include all men of the church.  I 

would like to explore ways to increase our numbers.  Would a 

breakfast on Saturday morning or a dinner meeting during the 

week allow more of you to attend?  Let me know your 

thoughts. 

Our next Breakfast meeting with be February 18th at 8:00 AM 

in the Pugh Outreach Center.  Let’s start 2018 off with a full 

house! 

 

 

u

m

m 

Church Council Briefs 

Submitted by Donald Cobb 

The following are highlights from the December 11, 2017, Church Council meeting: 

• The Church Council heard a presentation from Iris Cannon regarding a proposal to start a day care center at our 

church.  The Council agreed to explore the possibility of starting a day care center and discuss it at a later meet-

ing. 

• A decision was made to ask Sheriff Brian Maines to present a program on church safety for the Church Council, 

Trustees, and any church members who are interested.  This will be scheduled as soon as possible.  It was noted 

that we are now locking the doors in the Outreach Center during Sunday services. 

• Ben Gatton shared with the Council that the Sunday night church, Hope Fellowship, has been created to reach 

out to families that are not comfortable with our traditional worship service.  The district and conference are ex-

tremely supportive of these efforts and have been providing guidance during the past year.  Based upon the guid-

ance of the district, Hope Fellowship Church will be open to the public sometime within the next year.  It was 

also noted that 25% of the donations given to Hope Fellowship will go to Sparta United Methodist Church to 

help with expenses. 

• Approval was given to allow Ben Gatton to purchase items to be used where the Hope Fellowship Church meets. 

• The Staff Parish committee informed the Council that Scott Turnmyre will be leaving the choir director position 

at the end of December.  Alan Sears has volunteered to lead the choir until the position is filled. 

• Council approved recommendations from the Finance Committee to move funds to cover church budget items.  

Council also approved a recommendation from the Finance Committee to streamline money counters to four in-

dividuals with one backup individual. 

Thank you to Scott and Alan 

A big thank you to Scott Turnmyre for directing the Choir for the past six months.  Alan Sears 

will be our interim Choir Director as we search for a permanent replacement.  

Again, thank you Scott. 

Staff Parrish Relations Committee 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

Happy New Year! It is good to reflect on 2017 and 

what we, as Sparta United Methodist Women, ac-

complished during the year. We look forward to 

2018 with anticipation of how we can do more and/

or make improvements to reach our mission goals.   

Have you made a New Year resolution? I quit mak-

ing resolutions years long ago because I never could 

stick to what I had resolved (eat better, more exer-

cise….). However, I have decided on a different 

course of action – something I read about in one of 

our UMW Reading Program books. I am sorry to say that I can-

not remember in which book I found these words of wisdom. 

But I have resolved to practice patience this year. Even if you 

don’t know me very well, it should be obvious to even the most 

casual acquaintance that patience is way down the list of my 

character traits. I am going to start out with a low threshold, say 

counting to three, and try to work my way up to at least seven or 

eight by the summer. There have been several instances in the 

last couple of years that I have not reached one, and some when 

counting did not even cross my mind. So, this resolution may be 

a struggle for me. I have had conversations with God about this 

topic and believe, with His guidance and His patience, that I will 

attain this goal. He knows my heart and He knows that I am a 

‘work in progress’. 

So, have you made a New Year resolution? At the January meet-

ing, Connie Amburn introduced the new Reading Program 
books. Maybe you will find your resolution waiting for you as 

you read. Do you want to step out in faith?  Do you want to help 
women and children in our community and in our world? Do 
you want to become part of a network of Christian women that 

circles the globe? Then come to our next meeting on February 7 
and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. Pratt Davis 

will be the program leader and will share with us Writings by 
the Missionaries at the Brooks Howell Home in Asheville. 

u

m 
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A Thank You to Our 

 Behind-the-Scenes Workers 

Michael Everett Tsitouris, Jr com-

pleted Marine Recruit Training 

(Boot Camp) at Parris Island on 

January 5, 2018. He finished as a 

Private First Class with the desig-

nation of Expert Rifleman.  

PFC Tsitouris will be stationed at 

Camp LeJuene with the 2nd Battal-

ion, Fox Company, 2000 Platoon. 

Thank you PFC Tsitouris for your service. 

PFC Tsitouris is 

shown with his grand-

father, Larry Prince 

Answers to quiz on page 3 

For more information go to umc.org 

1. Spring 
2. All of the above 
3. 1992 
4. None 
5. Alleluia 

6. Twice a week 
7. Following Maundy Th 
8. Jesus the Nazerine…. 
9. All of the above 
10. All of the above 

We all have spiritual gifts (some 

yet unidentified) but Mintie 

Saintsing discovered one of hers is 

teaching. She got a chance to use that gift in a unusual way. 

For forty plus years, John Woodruff taught Sunday School at 

SUMC. In his absence he would call on one on the men in the 

class to teach for him. He was never remembered to have called 

on a woman until one Sunday in April 2009 on her way out of 

the classroom door, John handed Mintie a book and said “Here, 

teach next week.” Her response was, “I can’t do that,” to which 

John replied ”Yes, you can.” And so it began. 

The following year John became sick and it was decided that a 

few people would share the teaching responsibility. However, 

no one but Mintie taught and when John passed away the next 

year the total responsibility fell to her. That was almost ten 

years ago. 

Mintie spends a lot of time in preparing the Sunday School 

lesson. “It’s really a Bible study and I do a lot of historical 

background which is relevant to any Bible study.” 

Her contributions to the church are almost too many to name. 

She’s one of those folks who tries to do what is asked. She is a 

member of the UMW and serves on the scholarship committee, 

she coordinates the prayer shawl ministry, serves on the wor-

ship committee, organizes the prayer warrior ministry, and 

sings in the choir. She also played the piano for the early ser-

vice for 10 years. 

Thank you, Mintie, for all you do behind the scenes. 

Today We Thank 

Mintie Saintsing 
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Thanks from The Children’s Christmas Outreach Coordinators 
We would like to thank each of the Church members and their friends that helped to insure a Merry Christmas for many needy 

children in Alleghany County.  

All total our church members and their friends adopted or gave money to provide gifts for seventy-five children. These children 

woke up Christmas morning to many of the items that they had requested for toys, games, art or craft supplies, clothing, shoes, 

and bedding. Through your efforts and gifts these children have had a Merry Christmas! Thank you! 

Martha and Tommy Thompson 

Thank You 
To the Staff of Sparta United Methodist Church 

On behalf of our chapter of Gamma Delta, please accept my 
gratitude of allowing us to use the Meeting Room for our “Ice 
Cream Social” on November 30, 2017. 

The Pugh Outreach Center is truly an inspiring opportunity to 
serve the needs of Alleghany County. 

Continue to shine in our community because the Center and 
kindness of staff radiates joy. 

Suzanne Irwin 

To the UMM Wood Ministry 

We pray God will add to you fourfold for the wood you gave 

us. You are sure a blessing to us. We are so grateful the Good 

Lord put us in Alleghany County. May God bless and keep all 

of you. 

Hubert and Ercell Wagoner 

Thank you, thank you sweet brothers and sisters of Sparta UMC for serving Christ through Operation 

Christmas Child. 

Without your love, generosity, and packing, the children of the world might not receive the hope and 

eternal life of Christ. Your faithfulness is spreading the Gospel of Christ to the least among us. 

We are rejoicing and looking forward to see how the Father will multiply your love and kindness. 

Joyfully, 

Dan and Kathy Abernathy 

Note:  All of Alleghany Gospel Opportunities flowed through SUMC.  There were 1,862 OCC shoeboxes collected. 

Just for Giggles 
They’re back! Those wonderful Church Bulletin Bloopers. It is said these actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in 

church services somewhere. Enjoy! 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on Water.” The ser-

mon tonight: “Searching for Jesus.” 

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid 

of things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your 

husbands. 

Don’t let worry kill you off - let the church help. 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we 

have a nursery downstairs. 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon will be “What is 

Hell.” Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

Eight new choir robes are needed due to the addition of sev-

eral new members and the deterioration of some older ones. 

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 

deceased person you want remembered. 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the church 

would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast 

next Sunday. 

This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn singing at the park 

across from the church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to 

sin. 
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2017 COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 
                                                        ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT MINISTRIES 

 Church Council Chairperson: Donald Cobb 

 Lay Leader / Lay Delegate to Annual Conference: Gayle Cobb Alternate Lay Delegate: Donna Myers,  

 Council Secretary: Donna Myers 

 Assistant Pastor: Ben Gatton 
 Membership Secretary: Disa Wishon 

 Finance and Steward Committee: Johnny Wishon, Chair 

  Treasurer:   Brant Banks 
  Financial Secretary:  Sandy Lovett 
  Finance Members by Virtue: Pastor, Treasurer, Council Chairperson, Financial Secretary, 
       SPRC Member, Trustee Member, Lay Leader 
  
 Lay Leadership Development Committee: Pastor 

2018     2019             2020  
  Beverlee Scott   Susan Murphy    Carol Upchurch 
  Pam Souther   Connie Amburn    Tom Atwood 
  Linda Wishon   Margaret Barker     Jim Connor 
  

 Staff Parish Relations Committee: Vickie Sears, Chair 
  Ex Officio (Lay Delegate/Leader) Gayle Cobb 
  2018     2019          2020  
  Jody Tracy   Libby Squires     Pam Andrews 
  Vickie Sears   Pam Phipps 
   
 Trustees: Ken Lewis, Chair 
  2018     2019          2020 
  Gray Sloop   Ken Lewis     Rick Squires 
  Edward Farr   John Tracy     Andy Anderson 
  Karen Miller   Sylvia Truitt     Larry Prince 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 

 Worship Committee: Pastor,  Connie Amburn 
  Director of Music:   Nancy Jones 
  Choir Director:    
  Worship Production:  Joel and Pam Souther 
  Ex Officio:   Connie Edwards, Vickie Sears, Tara Walker, Mintie Saintsing, Sandy Lovett 
        Wayne Lovett, Martha Thompson, Tommy Thompson, Theresa March 
                             Communion Stewards Ken and Fran Lewis 
  Head Usher:   Brant Banks (9am)  Faye Lemmond (11am) 

EDUCATION / CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY 

 Education Committee:  
  Assistant Pastor:    Ben Gatton   
  Adult Ministries:   Larry Myers 
  Children’s Ministries:  Kelly Krans   
  Other Members:   Kyla Gatton, Minitie Saintsing 
 Youth Ministries     Ben Gatton 
 Children’s Ministries   Kelly Krans 
  ROCK Coordinator  Talina Pipes 
  Campus Ministries:  Beth Lyon-Smith, Pam Souther 

NURTURE MINISTRIES 

 Nurture Committee:   Lorri Anderson 

OUTREACH / MISSIONS MINISTRIES 

  Missions Committee  Susan Miles, Chair 
  Director of International Missions: Wrenn Kilmartin 
  Director of National Missions: Ben Gatton 
  Director of Local Missions:  Kyla Gatton 

WITNESS / EVANGELISM MINISTRIES 

  Witness / Evangelism:  Larry Myers 
  Communications:   Alan Sears 
  Columbarium:   Les Scott, Tommy and Martha Thompson 
  Fellowship Supper Coordinator: Margaret Barker 
  United Methodist Men:  Alan Sears 
  United Methodist Women:  Beverlee Scott 
  Historian:    
  Librarian:   Margaret Aycock, Connie Amburn (UMW) 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Rev. Bob Miller 
Pastor 

Ben Gatton 
Assistant Pastor 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School 

10:00 am 
 

 

Email: 

office@umcsparta.com 

pastor@umcsparta.com 

benjamingatton@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

www.umcsparta.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

15th of each month 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly by Tuesday 
 

 

Loving God 

Loving Everyone 

Following Jesus 


