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Sparta, NC  28675 

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

 
Rev. Bob Miller 

Pastor 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
FAX: 336-372-1534 

 

Sunday Services 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 
10:00 am 

 

 

Email: 
office@umcsparta.com 
pastor@umcsparta.com 

bengatton@umcsparta.com 
music@umcsparta.com 

 

Website: 
www.umcsparta.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
15th of each month 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
Weekly by Tuesday 

Sparta UMC 
is a family of those  

who proclaim  
the Good News of  
Jesus Christ and  

serve all God’s people 
in our community and 
around the world. 
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MINISTRY CORNER-PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER HELPING WITH THIS MINISTRY! 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE ~ USHERS by Fran Lewis 
 The second area of service we would like to highlight is the role of the usher. No matter how great the music, or how 
helpful the sermon, what happens upon arrival and departure makes a lasting impression. Ushers and greeters have the 
primary responsibility for helping people feel welcomed, “at home,” and part of the church family. Be friendly, warm, and 
gracious. Let people know they matter to God by showing them they matter to you. Please note the following guidelines: 
1. Arrive by 8:45 am for the 9:00 am service and by 10:40 am for the 11:00 am service.  PLEASE BE PROMPT. 
2. Wear usher name tags which are located with the bulletins to be handed out at the side and back entrances to the 
sanctuary. 
3. Don’t hold lengthy conversations with members...your responsibility is to those arriving for the service. 
4. Know where the hearing impaired aids are and how to use them. 
5. Close doors as the choir enters, but remain in the vestibule for a few minutes to assist any latecomers in finding 
seats. 
6. Attendance tally sheets can be found at the back entry door in the glass cabinet. While taking up the offering, count 
the number of people seated in the sanctuary (including choir members). A count should also be taken of people in the 
nursery, children’s service and when present, those working in the kitchen or other areas. The early service should 
start the tally sheet and leave it on the glass case for the 11:00 am ushers tocomplete. The completed tally should be 
placed on the desk in the office. 

 Ministry Corner-continued on page 3 

SPARTA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
Attention:  Graduating Seniors and/or Undergraduate students 
   The United Methodist Women offers a scholarship to an active member of or 
active participant in the ministries of SUMC.  An applicant can access the guide-
lines on the alleghanyedfoundation.org website.  The Education Foundation 
works with the UMW on dispensing funds, etc.  If applying through the founda-
tion, graduates must be from Alleghany High School.  Graduating seniors of 

UMW Scholarship-continued on page 5 
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 This past fall I had a front row seat at the site of a mira-
cle.  No, it was not a Walking on Water sort of miracle, but a 
miracle nonetheless.  My front row seat was on the inside of 
the web of a beautiful garden spider. 
 At lunch one sunny day my husband and I noticed that 
a garden spider had constructed a web over our kitchen 
window.  This was a gi-normous web, it filled one entire 
pane of our extra-large casement window.  We were 
amazed at the size of the web and we watched the spider 
enjoying her lunch as we ate our own. That began almost 
two weeks of observation and study as we found out a lot 
about garden spiders in general and got to know our Arach-
nid visitor in particular. 
 With my nose almost against the glass, I study the 
markings on her body and legs.  Her large body is a shiny 
black with a pattern of golden yellow markings that look as if 
they were painted.  She has a dull golden-yellow band on 
the top segment of each leg.  She reminds me that nature is 
full of patterns and symmetry if we just stop and look.  She 
is of course belly side toward the window so I can see her 
mouth working and the tiny points at the end of her legs.  I 
wonder if this spider really is a female and begin a little re-
search. 
 Thank goodness for Google.  I quickly find lots of infor-
mation about garden spiders.  This one is on the larger end 
of the species.  I can be pretty sure it is a she because it 
was autumn and at that time of year the male has done his 
job and the female has devoured him.  We made lots of 
jokes at the dinner table about the poor male and how he 
fares with females, regardless of the species.  She may 
have eaten her mate for breakfast, but that hasn't slacked 
her appetite.  Lots of things get trapped in her web and we 
watch how quickly she moves around the web to immobilize 
her prey with a mummy-like wrapping of silk.  Then she 
waits a little while before beginning the meal.  We see eve-
rything from large flies to tiny gnats hung up in the web.  
Sometimes there are two or three bugs in the web at once, 
but she has them cleaned up and the dishes washed in a 
jiffy. 
 I also find out that she would not live until winter.  Once 
the garden spider deposits her eggs in an egg case, usually 
on a limb of a shrub at the edge of the web, she will not sur-
vive the winter.  I peer out the side of the window trying to 
see if I can spot an egg case.  There was something nestled 
at the corner of the brick wall where the web appeared to 

start, but I can't tell if it might be an egg case or not.  
And what will happen to hundreds of newly hatched gar-
den spiders next spring if they hatch somewhere be-
sides in a shrub? 
 Then I began to study the web itself.  In reading 
about the garden spider, I discover that each night this 
particular species eats the web and builds a new one 
before daylight.  I can't believe that.  This is a huge web.  
How in the world can she rebuild it every single morn-
ing?  I find out when I go to the web first thing the next 
morning.  My garden spider is still spinning her web al-
though she is nearly done.  She is holding on to spirals 
and spokes with four of her arms, but the left rear arm 
and the third arm just above it are doing the work of 
making the web.  With the rear arm she pulls a thread 
from the end of her abdomen.  As she pulls it out she 
reaches down with the third arm and grasps the mid-
point of the thread, then lifts it head high where she can 
attach it to a spiral.  Now she walks a step to the left 
then pulls and lifts another thread.  I stand mesmerized 
and watch this meticulous action.  Over and over it is 
move, pull, lift, attach.  No grandmother could stitch any 
more beautifully or precisely with needle and thread.  I 
watch in awe at this display of Divine Wisdom and 
Beauty. 
 What appears to be a simple garden spider is a 
marvelous illustration of the intelligence that runs 
through all of creation.  I am reminded that I am sur-
rounded by that Wisdom and Life Force everywhere I 
look - I just have to take the time to look closely.  This 
creature also makes me aware that the Divine Wisdom 
is imprinted at my innermost being as well.  I am not 
separate from the Mystery of the life force that we call 
God. 
 The ancient peoples and indigenous people knew 
that life force well.  They lived outdoors in the midst of 
the natural world and could see firsthand its wisdom and 
beauty.  Unfortunately for us modern humans, those 
ancient people did not have modern scientific language 
to express their relationships to the natural world.  Often 
their attempts at expression are superstitious and unre-
alistic to modern ears; so from the earliest days of the 
development of a scientific approach to the natural 
world, we threw out the wisdom of our predecessors.  

Front Row Seat -Continued on page 7 

FRONT ROW SEAT AT A MIRACLE by Pratt Davis (article written fall 2015) 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 
   Dwayne & Judi Beasley  February 15 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
 

Jaycob Blevins February 1 Jennifer Robinson February 1 John Wallace February 5 
Faith Hall February 7 Lucy Barricklow February 8 Larry Prince February 8  
Tom Wilson February 8 Hank Henry February 10 Ken Nicks February 10 
Joe Sheetz February 11 Sabrina Davis February 15 Bradford Wishon February 15  
Isabella Wyatt February 15 Edward Farr February 16 Wayne Lovett February 16  
Arnold Wagoner February 17 Helen Gray February 18 John Elsheimer February 19 
Jim Saintsing February 20 John Kilmartin February 24 Jerry Mullis February 25  
  Doris Farmer February 27 

Humans came to consider anything less than human as ob-
jects whereas ancient peoples revered all of creation as sub-
jects. 
 At the time I was growing up I heard a lot of comments 
by adults about "dumb animals."  I have learned over my life-
time that those adults should have taken a closer look at 
what they called dumb.  Even the trees communicate with 
each other.  Just because they don't speak English doesn't 
mean they don't talk to each other.  Modern technology and 
science are giving us lots of information about plant and ani-
mal behavior.  And far from being dumb, every life form ex-
hibits unique and startling intelligence.  A dog's world is per-
ceived totally differently from a human's.  The dog's sense of 
smell enables him to tell time, identify surroundings, and 
identify what belongs and what doesn't belong to a particular 
place.  Elephants return to the scene of death of a calf or of 
their mothers for years after the death occurred.  Listening to 
the sounds of their trumpeting tells us that they are grieving 
and remembering their loss.  A study of bacteria reveals 
some pretty amazing behaviors, and the properties of water 
are miracles in themselves.  Some wise humans over the 
years never lost the realization of God's presence revealed in 
creation. 
 Meister Eckhart lived in the late thirteenth and early four-
teenth centuries; he was a German theologian, mystic, and 

Front Row Seat-Continued from page 2 member of the Dominican Orders.  He so aptly ob-
served, "Apprehend God in all things for God is in all 
things.  Every single creature is full of God and a book 
about God.  Every creature is a word of God."  How 
very much my approach to life changes when I live 
awake to recognizing God's presence in all of crea-
tion. 
 When we look closely at the objects of creation, 
we see that they are not objects, but subjects; and we 
see the Unity at the heart of it all.  Fr. Richard Rohr 
writes about this idea in his online Daily Meditation of 
October 5.  He says, “What else should the spiritual 
journey be? We become proclaimers of a Great Gift 
and Surprise both perfectly hidden and perfectly re-
vealed at the heart of all creation." 
 My garden spider disap-
peared from her web one day.  
The web was left intact, so I 
don't think she became prey 
for some larger creature.  
Perhaps it was just her time 
to crawl away to die.  I offer 
thanks for the gift of her at my 
window, revealing the "Great 
Gift and Surprise both per-

FEBRUARY MISSION MEAL 
Sunday, February 14 at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
The United Methodist Women will prepare stuffed chicken breast, garlic mashed potatoes, green beans, salad, bread, and 
lots of yummy desserts.  Donations will go to support Project AGAPE in the country of Armenia.  The only outside assis-
tance that is allowed for this area comes from the North Carolina Conference and the Western North Carolina Conference.  
Project AGAPE supports a medical clinic in a nearby village, a hospital, Christian Education Center, and a children’s home 
in Berdzor. Hope you can join us!  
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2015 MISSION MEAL REPORT 
 Our 2015 Mission Meals were very successful this year and the support of our ministry groups (Sunday School 
Classes, Youth, UMW, and UMW) was wonderful.  We gave the following amounts to ministries through your support of 
the monthly meals: $3,251 to Church Funds (Grace Fund, youth mission, etc.); $3,482 to Local Ministries (Relief Fund, 
DANA, etc.).  Thank you for your continued support of our Mission Meals! Your support allows our church to help more 
ministries in our church and our community.  

UMM SPECIAL INVITATION by Alan Sears 
Make joining the United Methodist Men’s Breakfast one of your New Year’s resolutions! 

Try us for Breakfast the third Sunday of every month at 8:00 AM. 
Good food, fellowship, inspiration, did I mention good food?! 

All men of the church are members of UMM.   
Bring your wife, bring your son or come alone.   
The important thing is to just get up and come! 

 

Questions and Answers: 
How much does it cost to belong? 

⇒ Nothing, not a dime.  We do have a basket for donations at breakfast, but no set fee.  If you don’t like our 
breakfast, I’d invite you take the money you placed in basket back out.  That’s how confident I am you’ll enjoy 
the food and fellowship. 

I’d like to be of service.  What opportunities do I have? 
⇒ Wood Ministry 
⇒ Cooking Team 
⇒ Serving with UMM Manpower at church and UMW functions 
⇒ Lend a hand to a church member that may need help with a leaky faucet, changing a light bulb, etc.  Basically, 

any trade skills you might have and would be willing to assist one of our members in need. 
Do you ever have any spiritual retreats? 

⇒ That’s a great question and I’m glad you asked.  We are going to plan one for 2016 and we hope you’ll pray 
about attending.  It will be a great time of fellowship. 

 

Thanks to all that braved the weather to join us at our January 17th breakfast.  A special thanks to the Cooking Team, who 
got up early that snowy morning to prepare the food. 
 

Please plan to join us for Breakfast on February 21st at 8:00 AM. 
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7. Don’t distract others, sit together in the rear of the sanctuary in the chairs provided to better position yourself to ob-
serve the congregation in case of emergencies or other needs. 
8. Be prepared for emergencies: know the location of first aid supplies, be prepared to call for emergency personnel if 
necessary, or evacuate the building if necessary. 
9. A safety walkthrough of the building should be done THREE times during the service. 
10. On Communion Sunday, be sure to “fill” the communion rail by keeping the congregation moving smoothly and con-
sistently to the front. Help people focus on communion, not on the ushering. 
11. At the end of the last song, both the back and side sanctuary doors should be propped open. 
12. Following the 11:00 am service, the top sheet of the pew registers should be collected and the register replaced at 
the center end of each pew. These collected sheets should be placed on the desk in the office along with the tally sheet. 
Bulletins and other papers left on the pews should be gathered and placed in the recycle box outside the office. 
13. PLEASE NOTE: At the request of Church Council, one usher will be requested to stay at the church office during 
Sunday School to monitor the hallway leading to the children’s ministry area. No one but the teachers and assistants 
should be allowed in the classrooms or nursery area. 
 Again, may we ask that you pray now and in the coming months…….. 

 
“Father, please show me what spiritual gifts you have given me  
so that I can use them for the common good of your church.” 

1 Corinthians 12:7. 
 

“Father, please give me your strength, find me faithful,  
and appoint me to your service.” 

1 Timothy 1:12. 
 

Ministry Corner-continued from page 1 

two tables for seating, placing the food on each table.  Our 
Methodist Women served the bowls of soup to each guest.  
All went well.  The luncheon workers later ate in the Sunday 
School Classroom located in the back of the sanctuary in 
those days. 
  The Ministerium included congregations from all our area 
which attended the first Lenten message:  Cox Chapel, Shi-
loh, Mt. Zion, as well as, the Catholic Church, First Baptist, 
Presbyterian, and Phil Edwards’ congregation.  The Episco-
pal Church had not been organized at this time. 
   Lent and Advent are two seasons of worship that have 
become a wonderful tradition for our Sparta UMC to host 
each year.  The good worship messages, music of the sea-
son, and fellowship with Christian friends over the county 
add much to our spiritual blessings. 
   Everyone, please keep each Wednesday noon free all 
during Lent for this series of message and fellowship.  The 
first service will be held on February 17, 2016. 

OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 
 With Lenten Season here, I am reminded of the era of 
our Alleghany Ministerium beginning our ecumenical wor-
ship during both Lent and Advent.  Our SUMC minister at 
that time was Shelly Wilson.  SUMC has always hosted 
both worship events each year.   
 The very first service was a Lenten worship with a fel-
lowship luncheon following.  Always the donation for eat-
ing the lunch of soup, sandwiches, and desserts went to 
the Ministerium outreach to the community for food and 
utilities for those in need. 
 I well remember being asked to organize that first 
Lenten meal, following Shelly’s Lenten message.  Our 
congregation was so willing to provide the menu when I 
made the calls. 
 This was before our present dining room expansion.  I 
was told to prepare for 100 people for our first Lenten 
meal.  I pondered over the seating as the original dining 
room only seated 60.  The food is usually served buffet 
style on two long tables.  I decided we could use these 
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2015 END OF YEAR STATISTICS 

Average monthly Sunday School Attendance 76 

Average monthly Worship Services 150 

Actual expenses in 2015  $216,361 

Actual income received in 2015 $218,409 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Beverlee Scott 
 Happy New Year to everyone!  I am excited and pleased 
to once again serve as President of the Sparta UMW.  I 
would like to give a round of applause to the 2015 leader-
ship team.  Thank you to outgoing President, Fran Lewis, 
as she implemented some new ideas for the Sparta unit 
and for leading the women’s ministry through another suc-
cessful year.  As we closed out 2015 by ‘emptying the 
checkbook’, donations were made to Project AGAPE, Al-
leghany Partnership for Children, Alleghany Pregnancy 
Center, DANA (domestic violence), the Senior Center for 
Meals on Wheels, Alleghany Ministerium for the Backpack 
Program, Solid Rock Food Closet, Children’s Christmas and 
the Thanksgiving Meal.   For 2016, returning officers are: 
Vice-President Gayle Cobb; Secretary Margaret Connor; 
Treasurer Jennifer Robinson; and Reading Program Coordi-
nator Connie Amburn.   The Executive Committee has al-
ready met to begin planning events for this year. 
 The February Mission Meal will be prepared by the 
Sparta UMW.  A special lunch is planned for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 14th which is Valentine’s Day.  Please make plans to 
join us.  All funds raised will go to support Project AGAPE.  
If you are not familiar with Project AGAPE, please let me 
explain why this ministry is important.  As a consequence of 
the area being designated as a ‘war zone’, the country of 
Armenia is not eligible for humanitarian assistance.  The 
home of Project AGAPE is in Berdzor, a town of 2,200 peo-
ple just inside the border of the independent state of Na-
gorno-Karabakh.  The only outside assistance that is al-

lowed for this area comes from the North Carolina Con-
ference and the Western North Carolina Conference 
(which is us).  Project AGAPE supports a medical clinic in 
a nearby village, and a hospital, Christian education cen-
ter and children’s home in Berdzor.  The WNCC Mission 
Response Center in Terrell is a collection point for food, 
household items, clothing and toys and makes several 
container shipments each year to support the people.  
Project AGAPE is vital to their survival and quality of life 
and we are proud to be a part of extending a helping 
hand to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 Have you made a New Year resolution???  Are you 
thinking of trying to ‘de-clutter’ your home??  Please keep 
in mind that we will again participate in the ‘now famous’ 
Highway 21 Yard Sale.  This year, the Yard Sale will be 
held the weekend of July 29-31 and we will be out on the 
church sidewalk on Saturday, July 30th.  Funds raised this 
year will go to support the Youth group, Methodist Men 
and the UMW.  We will accept any item, large or small, as 
a donation.  More information will follow as we approach 
the summer.  Also, we have made plans for the church 
picnic for Saturday, June 18th in a new location – the pa-
vilion at the new Veteran’s Park.  We will have more room 
for games and activities with lots of food and fellowship.   
 As always, every woman in the church is invited to at-
tend our meetings held on the second Wednesday of 
each month starting at 6:30 pm.  The exception will be 
February, because of Ash Wednesday, the meeting will 
be held on the following week on February 17th.  Please 
come and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day! 

 

May we be ever  
thankful to God  

for the gift of LOVE! 
THANK YOU! 
On behalf of the Children's Ministry, we want to thank 
Martha Thompson for her time and service to the children 
of our church.  We appreciate all the time and love that 
you shared with us all.  Your presence will be 
missed.  The children and youth have such fond memo-
ries of you and what you shared with them over the 
years.  Thank you again for your dedication to our Chil-
dren's Ministry at Sparta UMC .  
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WHO IS BIG SIGH MINISTRIES, INC.? 
 You may have noticed a new face occupying a desk in 
the choir room during the work week.  Who is this woman, 
and what is she doing here?   
 I am Rev. Jacqueline Elliott Tookey, a pastor in the 
Western North Carolina Conference for the last twenty 
years and Executive Director of the newly founded non-
profit corporation, Big Sigh Ministries.  We are an organi-
zation that helps facilitate spiritual renewal/formational 
leaves for pastors and Christian leaders.   
 Christian leaders often give so much of themselves to 
their congregations/ministries, that they neglect their own 
self-care.  Research has shown that a Christian Leader’s 
resilience in ministry often depends on a well-planned 
spiritual leave, a time of stepping away from their ministry 
and reconnecting with God.  Big Sigh Ministries is here to 
walk through the leave process with pastors and their con-
gregations.   
 My husband, Rev. Jack Tookey, Pastor of the Al-
leghany/Grayson Charge, and I appreciate Sparta UMC’s 
willingness to share your space with Big Sigh Ministry, as 
we are a completely separate ministry from the church.   
We also ask for your prayers in carrying out Big Sigh Min-
istries’ mission.   
 If you have questions about Big Sigh Ministries, Inc. 
please feel free to contact Jacqueline at 336-337-0401 or 
check out our website at: www.bigsigh.org 

BIG SIGH MINISTRIES RECEIVES GRANT  

 Big Sigh Ministries, Inc. has received a WNCC Lead-
ership Grant for its 2016 GRACE BREAK:  Planning Your 
Renewal Leave workshop program.  These workshops 
will be located throughout the western part of the state 
and geared toward Western North Carolina Conference 
pastors.   Through these workshops, we will help pastors 
learn about renewal leave and begin making their plans.  
Please be in prayer for BSM and all who might be blessed 
by this ministry.  We give thanks to God for His calling, 
guidance, and blessings.       
      ~~Jacqueline~~ 

Rev. Jack Tookey and Rev. Jacqueline Tookey 

WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER 
 Jacqueline is also the new Choir Director at Sparta 
UMC.  She replaces Scott Turnmyre who resigned be-
cause of family obligations.  We are thankful that Jacque-
line has joined our staff.  She is a music and voice major, 
as well as, a Masters in Divinity.  She is a graduate of 
High Point University and Duke Divinity School.  Please 
greet Jacqueline with a warm Sparta UMC welcome. 

AHS will turn their application packet in to the guidance counselor, where financial information will be kept confidential.  
The UMW Scholarship Committee will handle any applications made by students who are not AHS graduates. A Participa-
tion/Membership Verification Form must be completed and submitted with the application. This form may be obtained from 
the church office or a Scholarship Committee Member. 
   Undergraduate students may apply through the foundation or through the UMW.  See guidelines on website or ask for a 
packet from the church office. 
   The deadline is Friday, March 4, 2016, at 12 noon for application submissions. 
   The scholarship amount may vary according to the number of applicants and available funds.  
   Copies of the guidelines may be obtained from the church office or from the UMW Scholarship Committee, Gayle Cobb, 
Mintie Saintsing, and Pam Souther.  The Committee will be glad to answer any questions. 

UMW Scholarship -continued from page 1 


