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To the beloved, 
 Yesterday, was a very interesting day for Karen and me as we traveled to Greensboro 
to spend the day with my brother and sister-in-law.  My brother took us on the scenic tour 
of all the many places that we lived when we were growing up.  It was quite interesting as 
I remembered some of the places and others I did not.  In total we counted ten different 
homes from my birth through the third grade.  Many old memories were stirred up, some 
good and some not so good.  As we were heading toward supper we stopped at their 
home church of which they have been members since marrying 45 years ago.  What an 
interesting story unfolded as they shared with us some history of their church.  Twenty 
years ago they had between 800 and 1,000 members with a full time pastor and a full 
time associate plus a youth/education worker and secretary.  Today they have roughly 
125 members with an average attendance of 42.  When asked what happened this is 
what I was told:  first they had a big church fight over whether or not they would use the 
new hymnal as published by their denomination or retain the old hymnal.  Half of the 
membership left the church over this issue.  Before we become too critical of this matter, 
let us remind ourselves that most of us have likely experienced something similar in our 
church life; maybe not on such a grand scale, yet experienced none the less.  Having 
said that, I do want to say that I am constantly amazed at the issues that sometimes 
badly mars and splits the body of Christ.  Do you not think that such as this comes from 
being too focused on one’s self rather than on our Lord who is the head of the 
church?  Of all entities on this earth the church should be the last place that something 
such as this happens.  Another traumatic episode was when the church failed to respond 
to the needs and desires of their younger members.  At the time they had a large and 
very active youth ministry and young families ministry.  When the desire to less formalize 
the worship service and the possibility of a contemporary service was rejected by the rul-
ing elders, guess what happened?  You got it!  The young folks of the church left and 
today they have three children in the entire local body and two of them are there every 
other weekend because of alternate weekends with Mom and Dad.  
 Another issue of not being able to look beyond one’s comfort zone and put forth the 
effort to meet the needs/desires of another set of believers within the church.  Having 
grown up around this church and in that community it was very obvious to me that the 
neighborhood had changed dramatically since I was a kid living there.  I asked my sister-
in-law if any members of the surrounding community attended the church and the answer 
was no.  The neighborhood is now largely made up of Hispanic and Asian families and 
there is no connection at all between the church and these families which constitutes the 
community.  Another church failure:  a church must minister where it is and in the com-
munity in which it sits.  Failure to change and to reach out to people “who are different 
from us“ will always lead to a beautiful sanctuary which sits mostly empty.  To top all of 
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this off there had been serious discussion about relocating the church and this too failed because people liked the church 
where it was located and their history that goes with it.  Admirable sentiments with negative results.  Now the church is 
struggling to survive with an aging congregation and a part-time pastor.  A very sad story that in hindsight one can see 
that the story did not have to be the story that it is today.  What can we learn from this story?  Actually there are a number 
of lessons to learn and some have been mentioned above.  I think the really big lesson is this:  a church must keep its 
eyes on Jesus and the ministry/ mission that he has called us to.  When a church and her people can seek prayerfully to 
see the bigger picture, namely the kingdom of God, she will avoid so many mistakes that tear down rather than build 
up.  Jesus gave us very good advise when he said “seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these 
things will be added unto you.” 
 What is the positive that came from our visit into this church’s history?  The membership that is left have become very 
dedicated to Christ and their spiritual development as disciples of the Lord Jesus.  My brother is involved with a men’s 
Bible study group that meets on Monday mornings and both he and his wife attend a Wednesday evening family Bible 
study.  Every week the church prints in the bulletin a weekly guide for daily scripture reading.  Of the remaining members, 
they have a core group of 42 people who faithfully participate in worship, study, financial stewardship and mutual fellow-
ship.  Right there in the Glenwood community of Greensboro there is a body of Christ that is striving toward a closer walk 
with Christ.  When I asked my sister-in-law, Judy, what has kept her at this church so faithfully through these many difficult 
years she simply said, “the relationships that remain that I cherish.”  If only the church had been as focused twenty years 
ago as they are today.  None of us can change the past but it is a very wise person that learns the lessons from our own 
sacred history.   
 God bless you and God bless our church right here at 190 N. Main Street, Sparta, Alleghany County, North Carolina.   
 

In Christ’s love,  
Pastor Bob  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB 
(Continued from page 1) 

LENTEN SERVICE & LUNCH 
Wednesdays at 12 noon 
We will again host the Alleghany County Ministerium sponsored weekly Lenten service and lunch beginning February 25 
through Holy Week.  Pastor Bob will give the first message on February 25 and the Sparta UMW will prepare a light 
lunch that day.  Donations will go to the Ministerium Relief Fund.  Please put the dates on your calendar. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
Wednesday, February 18 at 6:00 pm 
The beginning of the observance of Holy Lent, a forty-day season of spiritual preparation before the Easter Celebration.  
This service of the imposition of ashes invites us to a time of self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, self-denial, 
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.    

Sparta United Methodist Church Council Update 
The motions listed below have come before council: 

 

October 13 2014-Church Council: 

1. Max Cox made a recommendation from the Finance Committee to invest monies to be used in future projects that are 
presently in the church checking account be invested at the United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina 
until needed as follows: 1) Building Fund $7,200; 2) Annie B Kitchen Fund $8,522.51; Youth Payroll Fund $7,000, 
Larry Prince 2nd, 100% yeas, motion carried. 

2. Tommy Thompson from Trustees made a motion to purchase a 12X20 storage building from Buffalo Barns for 
$3,453.02.  This was in lieu of renting a storage unit for $100/month.  The purchase will be included in the Lowes’ 
stock sale already approved to tear down the activity building. Larry Prince 2nd, 100% yeas, motion carried.   

November 9 2014-Church Conference 

1. The purpose of the Church Conference was to present future building plans to the church membership.  Larry Prince, 
Building Committee Chairperson, presented the drawings and described the process the Building Committee fol-
lowed.  The church was the beneficiary of a large donation that is designated solely for building or building repair.  
The committee is now able to present the plans to the church membership and give them the opportunity to vote on 
whether to proceed with the building plan.  The plans include new offices, bathrooms, kitchen, fellowship area, stor-
age areas, parking spaces, and areas for future ministry growth opportunities for our church and the community.  He 
also described the changes that have been planned for the present facility.  He added that our future is out in the 
community if we are to survive.  Bob added that the plans have been presented to the District and they have ap-
proved and were very encouraging of the project.  Maxwell Cox, Treasurer, then presented the financial portion of the 
plan.  The funds for the building are presently held in Lowe’s Stock and the quarterly dividends from the stock are de-
posited to the church budget.  The dividends will no longer be available for the budget.  He added that there will be 
additional expenses but the facility should attract new members to offset the loss.  There are also other funds in re-
serve.  Bob then summed up the presentation with a challenge to the membership and a written vote was taken.  He 
added that this would be the final decision.  The members were asked to record the response of yes or no.  The final 
vote was 51 yes and 2 no.  The motion carried.   

 
December 16 2014-Called Church Council 
1. The purpose of the meeting was to seek approval to hire Ben Gatton as full time staff to oversee a plan for renewal 

and growth of Sparta UMC with no cost to the budget.  Bob would like for our church families to make a 2-year com-
mit to support the additional salary and new ministry expenses over and above their normal budgetary giving.  Bob 
gave the demographic make up of our church reiterating that we are an older congregation with a large impact on our 
community and we have to attract younger members in order for the church to stay alive.  Because of the makeup of 
the church, he spends much time in pastoral care and doesn’t have time to concentrate on the programs.  Talina 
Pipes will remain in her present position that is funded through the budget.  Bob will oversee all new ministries and 
activities that are formed.  Brant Banks added that the program costs would increase not just the additional salary. 
Larry Prince made a motion to approve the position and ministry plan, Disa Wishon seconded the motion, vote taken, 
all ayes, motion carried. 

2. From Staff Parish: Bev Scott made a motion to increase the hourly rate 50 cents/hour for Nursery Worker, Melissa 
Kennedy, to $8.50 per hour beginning January 1, 2015.  Susan Miles seconded the motion, vote taken, all ayes, mo-
tion carried.  Bev Scott made a motion to increase the salary of Music Director, Nancy Jones from $750 to $800 per 
month beginning January 1, 2015. Disa Wishon seconded the motion, vote taken, all ayes, motion carried.  Bev Scott 
added that Staff Parish has approved Donna Myers to return to the Administrative Assistant position beginning Janu-
ary 12, 2015. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ;  
 It is somewhat hard to believe that it is already the beginning of February and we are soon moving into the Lenten Sea-
son.  The Lenten season is ever so important as it helps us keep our focus on the mission and ministry of Jesus as he 
makes his final journey into Jerusalem which of course culminates on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  This same minis-
try of Jesus unto the world is the ministry and mission that has been given to us.   
 The year 2015 is going to prove to be a very important year in the life of the Sparta UMC.  Soon we will begin seeing 
the new building start going up which is for the sake of building up our ministry and mission to the community.  The abso-
lute worst thing that could happen would be, as I have said all along, building for our sake only.  It would not be a good 
thing to have this new facility and it not be used and filled as often as possible.  We are so very blessed that through the 
generous gift of Charlie Pugh and his family we are able to undertake this project without asking our membership to foot 
the cost.   
 Having said this I now want to inform you that through the process of many conversations and much prayer and with 
the guidance and approval of both the Staff Parish and Church Council committees, Mr. Ben Gatton will be joining our 
church staff full time in June of 2015.  Mr. Gatton will be working under my guidance and that of the Staff-Parish Commit-
tee to help develop ministry and educational opportunities for the church and for our community.  He will also be working 
closely with me and under the supervision of Staff Parish to help me in ministry to our church.  As you probably know,  
Mr. Gatton is now Headmaster at the Blue Ridge Christian School and his educational background is in Pastoral Ministry 
and Education as he holds a Bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education and Cross Cultural Ministry with extensive studies 
in Pastoral Ministry and a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership designed for Church and School Educational Lead-
ership.   Most of you have heard Mr. Gatton preach and all of the comments I have heard have been very positive.  I ever 
so much believe that he will bring so much to the ministry and mission of our church and I equally believe that his addition 
to the church staff is one of the most positive moves we as a church could possibly make.  Mr. Gatton’s addition to the 
church staff will not be paid for through the church budget.  To this end we have a plan in place to meet these financial 
obligations without burdening the budget.  You will be hearing more about this later.  In the meantime, I am asking you to 
take a moment and welcome Ben to the staff and encourage him in his future ministry to both our church and community.   
 Meanwhile, let us keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus and “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, tak-
ing the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death…..even death on a cross.“  (Philippians 2:5-8) 
 May God bless you and keep you and together may we join hands and hearts in seeking to fulfill the ministry that we 
have been given.  
 

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Bob  

Lord, remind me often that growing older 
means I am growing nearer to You! 
Keep my heart filled with gratitude 

for your many blessings, 
and keep my mind fixed on the joy of heaven! 



LEARNING TO LIVE ON TRUST by Pratt Davis, Lay Leader 
 About a month ago I had a dream that I am still thinking about.  I dreamed that I leave a hotel in a town north of 
Greensboro; it is just before daylight. I have to be in Winston-Salem in an hour for a meeting, but I don't have directions to 
the meeting and I don't know which road to take from where I am now to get to Winston.  I don't have a map or a GPS. I 
think there is a road that will take me to the interstate, but I need a map or someone to tell me.  I ask people for directions 
several times, but I don't get directions.  I think that I can't get to the meeting on time unless I can take a short-cut.  I feel 
anxious about getting to the meeting on time and uncertain about whether the road ahead will take me where I want to go.  
Finally, I turn left onto a local road even though I think the road I was on might take me to 40 West. I park my car on a 
street that has a few shops on it as well as lots of trees.  It is now daylight and I walk down the sidewalk hoping to find 
someone who can give me directions. I ask three young working men for directions and they tell me they are going that 
way, I can follow them.  I walk back to get my car, but when I get to where I parked it, it isn't there.  I am puzzled.  There is 
a tiny car that looks like mine, but it isn't my car.  There is another car across the street in a new car lot that looks like 
mine, but it is a new car for sale.  Where is my car? 
 
 I believe that all dreams come in the service of health and wholeness, so I think this dream has come to show me that 
there is something going on in my psychic or spiritual life for which I don't know where I am going.  I may be looking for 
help outside myself, but the help I need does not come from outside.  It comes from within me.  Perhaps I need to stop 
trying to think my way through whatever is going on and give up on getting directions.  The dream ends in an interesting 
neighborhood.  Perhaps I need to walk around and get to know the place I find myself in. I will continue to think about this 
dream, remembering that all the objects in dreams are symbols chosen by the Unconscious to show me something I do 
not know.  And since I don't know what the Unconscious is trying to show me, I will most likely not figure it out.  But I can 
be attentive to what is going on in my life that may benefit from letting go of striving and just experiencing Being. 
 Since I had this dream, I have had another dream in which I was late and lost and had to park my car.  Then Pastor 
Bob's sermon yesterday spoke very much to the same theme that I felt in these dreams.  Titled, Walking in the Wilder-
ness, the sermon made a powerful point in telling about a pastor who developed MS and became confined to a wheel-
chair.  The pastor told his friend that the disease had caused him to stop living on Talent and start living on Trust.  He 
could no longer do all the things he was gifted at doing that had made him successful.  Now he has to live his life from a 
different center.   
 I thought about how this theme was so close to the pictures in my dream.  I can stop looking for directions, and live on 
Trust.  I can park my car and walk around the neighborhood, just Being wherever I find myself.  This concept is, of course, 
easier said than done.  I like my agenda; I am comfortable doing things my way.  Bob's sermon so vividly described how 
we usually approach our lives.  He told about the couple who discovered they were lost after the road they were on took 
them into the desert.  The wife said, I knew we were lost, but I hated to say anything because we were making such good 
time.   
 As I write this, the winter solstice will be here in less than a week.  That means a few more minutes of daylight every 
day.  I invite you to join me in practicing living on Trust as we move through the winter watching the return of daylight.  We 
can park our egoic cars and experience the world around us.  We can practice being fully present to the people we spend 
time with.  We can engage in activities with our complete attention so that we are present in the moment.  We can let go of 
our agendas and just Be.  And we can pay attention to how it feels when we stop trying to make such good time. I wish us 
many blessings as we practice Living on Trust. 

WOODRUFF SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NEWS by Mintie Saintsing 
 Last year was a great year for the Woodruff Sunday School Class.  Each week was filled with Bible studies from the 
International Sunday School Lessons, prayer, and fellowship.  At our annual New Year’s breakfast, Jane Wallace was 
recognized for her service as the President of the class over the past several years.  Brenda Irwin is our new President.  
Jane will continue sending out her informative class e-mails.  Frances Cox will continue as class secretary/treasurer.  The 
teacher is Mintie Saintsing, with assistants, Duane Davis, Donald Cobb, and Faye Lemmond.  Many thanks to all these 
dedicated people. 
 

The average attendance was 40 for the year.  Perfect attendance certificates were awarded to Beverly Pruitt, Loyal Pruitt, 
and Clayton Vanderbilt.  Several others only missed one or two Sundays.  Two couples that were once seasonal residents 
have become permanent residents and full-time members of the Woodruff class, Donny and Faye Lemmond and Alan 
and Vickie Sears.  We hope that Gary and Carolyn Funkhouser will be joining us soon as permanent residents of Al-
leghany County. 
 

The lessons for this winter quarter have focused on “Acts of Worship.”  January scriptures are on prayer.  February’s 
theme is “Stewardship for Life.”  We welcome anyone who is not attending Sunday School to join us. 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 Our activity has been a little slowed down over the last several months and with “Spring” maybe in sight, we can start 
seeing some activity started on the new building.  You can tell, the old parsonage has been removed and the area filled in 
and should be settled when we start grading and building.  As reported by Finance, we have sold enough Lowes stock to 
cover the estimated construction cost with enough to cover a small override.  This is very important because it allows us 
to do what we promised and that was to build the building without asking you for a pledge or borrowing the money. 
 We have hired an Architecture firm and expect to have the final drawings in about 45 days.  We will tweak the drawing 
during that period of time, however the original drawings that we shared with you will not be much difference.  If all goes 
according to plans, we would hope to get started around the first of April. 
 This is an important step forward for our church and and what we will be able to offer you and our community.  We will 
keep you better informed in the future and continue to ask for your prayers and support.   
In Christ’s Love, 
Larry Prince 

UMW MISSION FUNDRAISER ~ ANNUAL BAKE SALE 
Sunday, March 22, 2015 
Following both morning services we will have a bake sale in the Fellowship Hall. 
Baked Items will be offered for sale and all monies collected will go toward our mission projects this year.  If you have a 
special request for an item, please contact a member of our United Methodist Women ahead of time, so you will be sure 
to have what you want!  Plan to come and buy items to have for your Easter Celebrations! REMEMBER, IT WILL BEGIN 
FOLLOWING THE EARLY SERVICE, on a first come basis.  This has been a very successful fund raiser for us.  Thank 
you for supporting our missions! 
  CAKES  PIES      COOKIES  CUPCAKES  

BROWNIES     MUFFINS                    ASSORTED BREADS 



UNITED METHODIST MEN by Duane Davis 

The United Methodist Men shall be a creative, 
supportive fellowship of men who seek to know Jesus Christ, 

to grow spiritually and to seek daily his will.  
 

Our primary purpose is to declare the centrality of Christ  
in the lives of men and in all their relationships.” (The Book of Discipline, The United Methodist Church)  

 
 Greetings from United Methodist Men. We would like to extend an invitation to ALL men of the church to come join us. 
We meet monthly on the third Sunday for an 8:00 am breakfast, fellowship, and a short devotion.  
 We are in the middle of our busy wood ministry, trying to provide heating assistance to those in need. As you know, the 
needs in our community are great. So far this season we have delivered approximately 80 pickup loads of wood. By the 
end of this season we are anticipating having delivered at least 150 pickup loads of firewood!  
 Another ministry of United Methodist Men is a “handyman” service that we provide to our church family.  Anyone who 
needs repairs or assistance in or around their homes can contact any member of UMM. and we will make every effort to 
provide this service.  
 United Methodist Men kicked off a new year of fellowship and service at their regularly scheduled meeting on the third 
Sunday of January.  Following breakfast, incoming President Ken Lewis led a discussion of UMM's service projects for 
2015.  The men will continue their monthly donation to the Food Closet and their wood ministry.  The wood ministry pro-
vides wood free of charge to families in need of firewood.  The men will be raising money throughout the year to maintain 
the truck, buy gasoline, and pay for other expenses.  Operating expenses are more than $3,000 a year.  President Lewis 
read the Purpose Statement for United Methodist Men and then presented a program based on an excerpt from Rick War-
ren's book, The Purpose Driven Life.  This devotion asked us to consider whether we are attenders or members.  We are 
called to be members of the body of Christ, not attenders only. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN by Gayle Cobb 

 This year the Sparta UMW will again reaffirm a strong commitment to its purpose. Our purpose helps direct our local 
unit or circle. Stated in a simplified form it conveys the following.  “That we of the UMW are a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God, and experience freedom through Jesus Christ and that we develop a supportive fellowship that 
works to expand missions.”  How we go about fulfilling this purpose is done individually and collectively as a local circle, 
as well as our involvement at district, conference, national, and international levels.  Much of our work in missions begins 
with our monthly meetings.  These are held on the second Wednesday of each month.  The sewing circle that meets the 
first Monday of each month is also deeply involved with our mission focus. 
 Our program emphasis for 2015 is entitled   “Welcomed By God – Welcoming All”.  Through our program study we will 
explore the many facets of   “welcome” as found in scripture.  We will examine how we welcome others and how this im-
pacts our mission to women, children, and youth.  Our UMW wishes to welcome women to join us.  Your participation at 
meetings or during our service projects or special events and activities would indeed be welcomed.  The UMW welcomes 
you and your support in any capacity.  Please consider this invitation to join the UMW and find a supportive fellowship of 
Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
 

Church Council Chairperson: Delta Peterson 
Lay Leader/Lay Delegate to Annual Conference: Pratt Davis 
Alternate Lay Delegate: Gayle Cobb 
Council Secretary: Donna Myers 
Membership Secretary: Disa Wishon 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: Brant Banks 
Treasurer: Maxwell Cox 
Financial Secretary: Sandy Lovett 
Others: Pastor, Council Chairperson, Treasurer, Financial 
Secretary, SPRC member, Trustee member, Lay Leader 

2015 LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEES 

Lay Leader Committee Chairperson: Pastor 
Others: Lay Leader, Martha Allred, Connie Amburn,  
Tom Smith, Jim Connor, Wrenn Kilmartin, Libby Banks,  
Jane Sloop, Larry Prince 

Staff Parish Relationships Chairperson: Donald Cobb 
Others: Lay Leader, Jennifer Robinson, Connie Amburn, 
Jane Sloop, Debbie Edwards, Susan Murphy, Jo Henry, 
Charles Rudy 

Trustee Committee Chairperson: Tommy Thompson 
Others: John Tracy, Lawrence McClintick, Ken Lewis, 
Brenda Irwin, Les Scott 

Worship Chairperson: Pastor, Fran Lewis 
Others: Nancy Jones, Scott Turnmyre, Joel Souther,  
Pam Souther, Martha Thompson, Tommy Thompson,  
Connie Edwards, Sandy Lovett, Wayne Lovett, Ken Lewis 

Christian Education Children Chairperson: Talina Pipes 
Christian Education Adult Chairperson: Larry Myers 
Others: Nikki Wilborn, Kyla Gatton, Martha Thompson 

Youth Ministries: Talina Pipes 
Others: Beth Lyon-Smith, Pam Souther 

Nurture Chairperson: Martha Thompson 
Others: Connie Amburn, Jane Sloop, Dorcas Wagoner, 
Martha Allred 

Mission Chairperson: Susan Miles 
Others: Everyone is welcome! 

Evangelism: Larry Myers 
Communications: Maxwell Cox 
Fellowship Supper: Margaret Barker 
Kitchen: Connie Edwards 

United Methodist Men: Ken Lewis 
United Methodist Women: Fran Lewis/Gayle Cobb 
Historian: Linda Smith 
Church Librarian: Nancy Hall, Margaret Aycock 
UMW Librarian: Connie Amburn  



ATTENDANCE & GIVING ~ DECEMBER 2014 

Average monthly Sunday School Attendance 75 

Average monthly Worship Services 143 

Needed monthly to meet the budget $16,707 

Received from congregation in December $20,632 

Total needed in 2014 $200,491 

Total received in 2014 $202,194 

Over/under for 2014 +$1,703 

YOUTH MEETING HELPERS 
February March 

1-Margaret Connor 1-Fran & Ken Lewis 

8-Larry Prince 5-Mintie Saintsing 

15-Frances Cox 15-Beverlee Scott 
22-John Tracy 22-Dora Sue Smith 
 29- Sandy Lovett 

  

April May  

5-no Youth Easter 3-Larry Prince 
12-Libby Squires 10-John Tracy 
19-Donna King 17-Fran & Ken Lewis 

26-Delta Peterson 24-Mintie Saintsing 

NURSERY HELPERS 
February March 

1-Constance Anders 1-Constance Anders 

8-Brenda Irwin 8-Sylvia Truitt 

15-Larry Prince 15-Gayle Cobb 

22-Max Cox 22-Ken Lewis 
 29-Talina Pipes 
  

April May  

5-Constance Anders 3-Constance Anders 

12-Brenda Irwin 10-Max Cox 

19-Carol Upchurch 17-Sylvia Truitt 

26-Larry Prince 24-Gayle Cobb 

YOUTH MEETING AND NURSERY HELPERS 
Thank you for your willingness to serve our Children and Youth.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... 

Jaycob Blevins Feb. 1  Jennifer Robinson Feb. 1   John Wallace  Feb. 5  

Faith Hall  Feb. 7  Lucy Barricklow  Feb. 8  Mike Neff   Feb. 8  

Larry Prince  Feb. 8   Tom Wilson   Feb. 8  Hank Henry  Feb. 10  

Ken Nicks     Feb. 10  Joe Sheets  Feb. 11  Sabrina Davis  Feb. 15  

Bradford Wishon Feb. 15  Isabella Wyatt  Feb. 15  Ed Farr   Feb. 16  

Wayne Lovett  Feb. 16  Arnold Wagoner  Feb. 17  Helen Grey  Feb. 18  

John Elsheimer Feb. 19  Jim Saintsing  Feb. 20  Don Freitag  Feb. 22  

John Kilmartin  Feb. 24  Jerry Mullis  Feb. 25  Doris Farmer  Feb. 27 

∗ Congratulations to Gayle Cobb! She was awarded the 2014 “Lion of the Year” for the Sparta Lion’s Club. 
∗ The Red Cross and Sparta Lion’s Club would like to thank the church for the use of the Fellowship Hall every 
other month for the Blood Drives held there! 

OUR CHURCH HISTORY by Bonnie Vaughan 

This month will conclude the history of our stained glass windows in our Sparta UMC sanctuary.  When our sanctuary was 
enlarged, four new memorial stained glass windows were added. 
 On the north wall of the new area, the first window addition is “In Loving Memory” of Jay and Georgia Hardin depicting 
Jesus calming the sea. The Hardin's lived in the original Sparta United Methodist Church parsonage—a white frame home. 
This parsonage area is now the site of our beloved prayer garden. The Hardin's were the parents of James, Ellen Church, 
and Bill Hardin that grew up attending our Sparta United Methodist Church. Mrs. Hardin will always be remembered as our 
middle school Sunday School teacher for countless years.  
 The first window in back of our sanctuary is in loving memory of Emerson and Alma Black depicting Jesus with lamb 
and sheep. The Blacks were always active members of our congregation, along with their two children, Bob Black and Ida 
Maude Collins. 
 Continuing on to the wall in back of the sanctuary, the last stained glass window is the Angel appearing to the shep-
herds, in loving memory of Bill and Elsie Halsey. The Halsey’s remembered our Sparta United Methodist Church so gener-
ously in their will. Their daughter, Sandra King, grew up in our congregation and still returns from Georgia to visit some-
times. Sandy’s family still have the home of her Grandmother, Mayme Halsey, on Memorial Park Drive. 
 Next comes the stained glass window all across the two doors at the back of the sanctuary, in loving memory of Blanch 
Pugh Pierce. This long window consists of 12 sections of small squares showing a lovely aqua color as the light reflects on 
them. Mrs. Pierce was a generous donor to our Sparta United Methodist Church and is honored with a portrait hanging at 
the end of our north hallway. She is the great aunt of Linda Smith and the great, great aunt of Gary and Robert Smith.  

Dear Members of Sparta UMC and the Nurture Ministries, 
The Benes Family would like to personally thank you for the spiritual support you gave to my brother, the late Tom Benes.  
Every time he stayed at his vacation cabin near Sparta, Tom loved to attend the Sunday services at your church and al-
ways enjoyed visiting with the members of your congregation. He appreciated all of the prayers you offered up for him and 
knew you cared about his health and well being. We believe that Tom would want you to know that he did very much ap-
preciate your heart felt support and the fact that you always remembered to put his name on the prayer list. You all be-
came members of his spiritual family and very close friends. May God continue to bless your ministry abundantly. 
Take care always,  
Debra Benes Plastine and the entire Benes Family  
 

Dear Sparta UMC, 
I just want to let you know how much I appreciate the many gifts I have received from you and the church throughout the 
last several years I have been at college. It really means a lot to me that you remembered me all those birthdays, holidays, 
and special times during my live. I will be sure to keep you updated on my future endeavors.  
Love, 
Emily Fry 

Dear Sparta UMC, 
On behalf of the members of Sparta VFW Post 7034, we would like to thank you for your generous donation. It is an honor 
for our post members to serve the local community and conduct any services requested of us. It is through donations like 
this that we are able to carry out all the functions we perform in support of our fellow comrades and community. May God 
bless you and thanks again for your support. 
Respectively,  
Lonnie Joines, Post Commander 
David Taylor, Post Adjutant 


