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         Therefore let the entire household of Is-
rael know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.  Now when they heard this, they 
were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other Apostles, ‘ Brothers, what should we 
do?’  Peter said to them, ‘ Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the promise is for you,  for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls unto him.  And he testified with 
many other arguments and exhorted them saying, ‘ save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.’  So those who welcomed his message were bap-
tized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.’  ( Acts 2: 
37-42)    
 

  Nothing in this world my friends has the power to change a human life as 
does the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This message, that God so loved the world 
must continue to be proclaimed and it must continue to be lived.  To that 
end is the purpose of the church: To proclaim the sacrificial love of God in 
both word and deed.  To proclaim the Good News and then to not live the 

Good News does nothing but negate one’s proclamation.  In fact, when I see someone living in con-
trast to the good news I have to wonder if the good news has every really been received.  To know that 
Jesus lived and died and was then resurrected for me and for the forgiveness of my sins is so over-
whelming that I don’t know how one can do anything other than live a humble and grateful life that is 
grounded in love for God and love for neighbor.   

            When I was in Brazil I stood in the national forest one day,  directly under the huge statue of 
Jesus with outstretched arms and looked down upon the city of Rio de Janeiro and I saw this mass of 
tin buried deep within the heart of this beautiful city.  I asked a friend who was with me what this 
was.  He asked me what I thought it was and I guessed that it was a junk yard or the local landfill.  He 
told it was the largest slum in all of Brazil and in that place a war was being waged for the hearts and 
the minds of the children that lived there in a state of poverty that you and I cannot imagine.  My 
friend said that at the time the hearts and minds of these young ones belonged to the mafia and that 
was because the mafia would meet the needs of these people whereas the government would not.  In 
exchange for medicine and food the children would become drug runners and prostitutes for the ma-
fia.  At the time that I was there, the church, in particular the Methodist Church, was entering the bat-
tlefield to try to win the hearts and minds of the youth and adults for God through the gift of Jesus 
Christ.  In the time that I was there you could see how the church was working and winning people to 
Christ through proclaiming in both word and deed the love and the forgiveness that God offers to 
each and every person.  This must be the work of the church all over the world.  It is to this end that 
we who belong to Christ must continue to commit ourselves and our resources to this cause.  It 
worked 2,000 years ago and it still works today.   
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 Now I would like to share something with you that comes from one of our 
teens in our church.  This individual was asked to write a paper for school about a 
life changing event that he had experienced as were all of his classmates.  With only 
a slight amount of editing I offer this report to you.  

            I am a 13-year-old boy and I live in a rural town in North Caro-
lina.  I attend a wonderful church called Sparta United Methodist 
Church.  I always enjoyed going to the services on Sunday, but I knew 
something profound was missing in my life.  Soon after that I received ‘the 
letter.’  

            I can remember the day in October of 2012 when I got the letter in the 
mail.  The letter invited all kids 7th-12th grade to join the Methodist Church.  This is 
when I started on my faith journey to being a Christian by joining a confirmation 
class.  The goal of confirmation classes is to become a full member of the United 
Methodist Church.  

            On November 1st, I recall walking in my first confirmation class.  I was one 
of the youngest and I was very nervous, but our youth pastor, Talina was 
kind and friendly.  Ten teenagers made a commitment that day to join the 
church, including my best friend.            

   Our new group talked about Jesus and the holy Bible weekly.  Every 
Sunday afternoon, we would meet and discuss how we felt about the Meth-
odist doctrine and review the history of the church.  I remember thinking, ‘ 
wow, this is really fun.’  I began to believe Jesus’ teachings and start my per-
sonal faith journey.  I also thought, ‘ In a few months this group of new 
friends will be our youth group. ‘  

            The long anticipated day had finally arrived.  It was February 10th, 
2013.  I recollect waking up that day and being super excited.  I put on my best 
Sunday suit and tie.  I brushed my hair perfectly.  I entered the church that Sun-
day and immediately saw Talina and the other confirmands sitting in the front 
pew.  We made special stoles to wrap around our neck with church symbols on 
them.  Today was going to be memorable.  As we walked down the church aisle, I 
saw my whole family seated in the reserved front pews.  My immediate family 
members had come from all over to support me in my faith journey.  

            The service began with Pastor Bob greeting all of the guests and fami-
lies.  He asked the confirmands to recite the Methodist membership oath from the 
hymnal.  After the service, there was a big lunch in the fellowship hall.  I recall 
feeling special and having people come up to me and congratulate me.   

            The next Sunday, we began our newly formed youth group from our 
confirmation class.  Now, I enjoy attending youth group and have a special 
connection with these other teenagers.  I will always remember joining the 
church, making a commitment to Jesus, and my life changing experience.   

            My Christian journey began on that February day last year.  I thank 
God for my church, my family, and my friends.  Joining my church was defi-
nitely a major life changing event.  

 
            Friends, this is what it is all about.  This is why we do what we do and 
why we give what we give.  The Gospel still works when it is proclaimed in 
both word and deed.  

 
Pastor Bob   
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Sparta UMYF News 

First we want to start off by saying THANK YOU!  

We asked for your support in sponsoring our Sum-

mit retreat trip and you provided!  Because of your 

support and donations we all will be able to attend 

this wonderful youth faith formation and fellow-

ship retreat.  We also want to thank everyone that 

bought a breakfast treat from us on January 12th.   

In December our youth decided to sponsor two 

children in our community and provide Christmas 

gifts for each.  We used the money from our sum-

mer fundraiser.  We had a great time shopping and 

fellowshipping.   

If you are interested in being a part of our youth 

meetings on Sunday afternoons from 4-5 pm, 

please join us. We 

always need a safe 

sanctuary person 

with us at each 

meeting.  Please 

sign up on the bul-

letin board located 

outside the church 

office.   

The Loaf 
 As many of you know SUMC has a 

ministry that welcomes first time visitors 

with a loaf of homemade bread delivered 

to their local address.  Hence, this is 

known as our “Loaf Ministry.”  I hope you 

have noticed the power point slideshow 

each Sunday that welcomes you and our 

visitors.  This slide welcomes all to sign 

our red attendance notebooks.  It con-

tains a special invitation for first time 

visitors to register their attendance.  With 

this information we are able to meet and 

greet our visitors with a loaf of bread and 

a personal thank you for worshipping 

with us.   

 It also is important for you (our 

members) to sign the red attendance 

book.  By doing this we can accomplish 

several ministry objectives.  First, we are 

able to accurately record our church at-

tendance by individual names.  Secondly, 

the absence of an individual name for a 

period of time may indicate a need for a 

pastoral call or visit.  Third, we can minis-

ter to visitors by the “Loaf Ministry.” 

Finally, and most importantly, we are 

able to stay connected as a church family 

and minister to each other as needed and 

desired. 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always;  
again I will say,  

Rejoice. 
~Philippians 4:4  
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God’s Gift of Grace 

You are invited to join the Fellowship Class as we study 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  The signature theme of 

this epistle is the wonderful gift of grace, granted by 

God, that we may receive this 

 precious gift by believing on Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and Savior. 

Paul is redirecting the spiritual lives of the  

Galatian people who had fallen victim to the idea that 

more was needed than merely accepting  

the gift of grace for personal salvation.  Paul was  

refuting the idea that salvation could be earned  

by doing more or working harder.  

 Nonsense!  Grace is a gift!  

 On Wednesday January 15th, 
we held our first meeting of the New 
Year. It has been several weeks since 
we last met due to weather, Christ-
mas season and waiting for another 
proposal. 
 We are much closer to finaliz-
ing a plan to present to you for your 
support and then to the District for 
their approval. We are looking at all 
aspects of our present facilities and 
future needs that have been dis-
cussed and/or requested. Our 
Church building is a beautiful struc-
ture and it's design and layout cre-
ates a good worship experience. We 
have had a number of occasions 
when we did not have adequate 
space to accommodate certain large 
events. The committee has met with 
three different architects, a builder, 
engineers and feel we have been fru-
gal and reasonable in our compro-
mises with the planning process. 
 Our planning addresses both 
present and future needs with a 
practical approach to meet these 
needs while providing desirable effi-
cient space. We wish to provide com-
fortable space as well as accommo-
date growth we believe will happen 
as the community and youth have an 
inviting multipurpose structure to 
utilize. 
 We have new information that 
our church now qualifies for Duke 
Endowment grants. If we develop 
outreach plans that involve youth 
activities, Children's programs and 
community outreach, we can poten-
tially receive a grant from Duke. This 
is great news and is timely as we are 
planning utilization and costs. 
 We will be meeting on Febru-
ary 5th , and  we hope to finalize the 
plans that we will present to our con-
gregation. In the meantime, if you 
have any questions please let me or 
any of the committee members 
know. We are appreciative of your 
input. 
Larry Prince chair  

Building News 

I feel a lot more comfortable being able to come 

to a church that has other youth around my age. 

It is a lot of fun coming to Youth Group to study 

the Bible, do different activities, and hangout with 

other youth members. 

 I want to thank Talina Pipes, Pastor Bob, and the 

congregation of the Sparta UMC for letting the 

youth come together to have Youth Group.  

~ Devon McKenna 
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United Methodist Women 

  In a recent conversation with Pastor Bob, I was pleased to 

hear him say how proud he is of our Sparta United Methodist 

Women unit.  The UMW is a huge contribution to the overall 

vitality of our church.  His next comment caught me by sur-

prise.  He said that the UMW is a ministry.  I had never ap-

plied this word to our ladies group even though I have read 

many articles that refer to ministry and UMW in the same 

sentence.  As I contemplate this new concept, I realize that 

the United Methodist Women is truly a ministry by support-

ing mission work for women and children around the world.  

It is a ‘calling’ – and prompted the title of this year’s UMW 

Program Book which is ‘A Calling for This Time’.   Each lady 

who joins the UMW has a reason for doing so, but the under-

lying reason is the call to accomplish the ministry of Jesus 

Christ. 

  A large part of the Sparta UMW ministry is 

planning for the many events that we have 

during the year.  Dates are being set now for 

our monthly meetings, the summer church 

picnic, the Mother’s Day Tea, the Sundays when the UMW 

will prepare the Mission Meals and the Hands on Mission 

Workday.  The Sewing Circle will continue to meet and work 

on the first Monday of the month with one exception of the 

second Monday in September.  This year will mark the 5th 

anniversary of the Festival of Tables.  Plans are being made 

to make it bigger and better this year with a Friday night pre-

view of the tables before the Saturday event in October.    We 

have dates for District and Conference events for the Prayer 

Breakfast, the Mission Study, the Spiritual Growth Retreat, 

Mission  and the annual meetings.  And we 

have a great selection of books to read dur-

ing the year. 

  As always, you are invited to be a part of 

the women’s ministry at the church by at-

tending the UMW meeting held on the sec-

ond Wednesday of each month at 7pm and join our circle of 

Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 

Submitted by: Beverlee Scott, President 

We would like to thank church 
members and their friends who 

helped to make this a happy 
Christmas for many disadvantaged 

children in Alleghany County. A 
number of church members  

personally adopted and shopped 
for many children on the approved 

lists. Other members and their 
friends provided funds to insure 

that every child on the lists would 
have gifts on Christmas morning. 

Money was also donated in  
memory of Gene Jones who had 
always been supportive of this  

program. In the final days of the 
program this year, a man in the 

county brought a huge box of toys 
to the  Fellowship Hall for us to 
place in the hands of deserving 
children. Thanks to each of you 

who helped to make this a 
very successful year in meeting the 
Christmas needs of many children 

in the county. 
 

Martha and Tommy Thompson 

Christmas for the Children 



 

Vision  Meeting All. Inn 9am 



BIRTHDAYS 

Jaycob Blevins-Feb. 1     Jennifer Robinson-Feb. 1  John Wallace-Feb. 5 
Mike Neff-Feb. 8             Larry Prince-Feb. 8         Hank Henry-Feb. 10 
Ken Nicks-Feb. 10         Joe Sheetz-Feb. 11      Sabrina Davis-Feb. 15 
Bradford Wishon-Feb. 15        Isabella Wyatt-Feb. 15      Edward Farr-Feb. 16 
Wayne Lovett-Feb. 16        Arnold Wagoner-Feb. 17     Helen Gray-Feb. 18 
Gloria Graham-Feb. 19        Jim Saintsing-Feb. 20     Ed Choplin-Feb. 22 
Don Freitag-Feb. 22         Josh Howard-Feb. 24     John Kilmartin-Feb. 24 
           Doris Farmer-Feb. 27  
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Needed Each Month From the 
Congregation to Meet Budget 

$17,109 

Received from Worship 
 Services This Month 

$20,862 

Total Needed 
 Year to Date 

$205,306 

Total Collected 
 Year to Date 

$196,562 

Under/Over for the Year (-$8,744) 

December 2013 

Sunday School 60 

Worship Services 120 

Monthly Offering 

Average Monthly Attendance 

 FI N A N C E R EPO R T  

Women's Bible 
Study 

Calling all interested 
women.  If you are in-
terested in participat-

ing in a bible study 
one evening a week, 

please let Talina know 
as soon as possible.  

We are trying to get a 
group together and 

find the best time for 
those that are inter-

ested.  Thanks.  Child 
care will be available. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Dwayne & Judi Beasley-Feb. 15 

Your 2013 Giving Statements will be 
mailed soon. If your total contributions 
for 2013 are less than $250, you will not 
be receiving a statement. However if you 
do not receive one and wish to get one, 

please contact the church office or Sandy 

2013 Giving Statements  

 

Teach me to do your will, for you 
are my God! Let your good Spirit 

lead me on level ground! 
~Psalms 143:10  
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 Now I would like to share something with you that comes from one of our 
teens in our church.  This individual was asked to write a paper for school about a 
life changing event that he had experienced as were all of his classmates.  With only 
a slight amount of editing I offer this report to you.  

            I am a 13-year-old boy and I live in a rural town in North Caro-
lina.  I attend a wonderful church called Sparta United Methodist 
Church.  I always enjoyed going to the services on Sunday, but I knew 
something profound was missing in my life.  Soon after that I received ‘the 
letter.’  

            I can remember the day in October of 2012 when I got the letter in the 
mail.  The letter invited all kids 7th-12th grade to join the Methodist Church.  This is 
when I started on my faith journey to being a Christian by joining a confirmation 
class.  The goal of confirmation classes is to become a full member of the United 
Methodist Church.  

            On November 1st, I recall walking in my first confirmation class.  I was one 
of the youngest and I was very nervous, but our youth pastor, Talina was 
kind and friendly.  Ten teenagers made a commitment that day to join the 
church, including my best friend.            

   Our new group talked about Jesus and the holy Bible weekly.  Every 
Sunday afternoon, we would meet and discuss how we felt about the Meth-
odist doctrine and review the history of the church.  I remember thinking, ‘ 
wow, this is really fun.’  I began to believe Jesus’ teachings and start my per-
sonal faith journey.  I also thought, ‘ In a few months this group of new 
friends will be our youth group. ‘  

            The long anticipated day had finally arrived.  It was February 10th, 
2013.  I recollect waking up that day and being super excited.  I put on my best 
Sunday suit and tie.  I brushed my hair perfectly.  I entered the church that Sun-
day and immediately saw Talina and the other confirmands sitting in the front 
pew.  We made special stoles to wrap around our neck with church symbols on 
them.  Today was going to be memorable.  As we walked down the church aisle, I 
saw my whole family seated in the reserved front pews.  My immediate family 
members had come from all over to support me in my faith journey.  

            The service began with Pastor Bob greeting all of the guests and fami-
lies.  He asked the confirmands to recite the Methodist membership oath from the 
hymnal.  After the service, there was a big lunch in the fellowship hall.  I recall 
feeling special and having people come up to me and congratulate me.   

            The next Sunday, we began our newly formed youth group from our 
confirmation class.  Now, I enjoy attending youth group and have a special 
connection with these other teenagers.  I will always remember joining the 
church, making a commitment to Jesus, and my life changing experience.   

            My Christian journey began on that February day last year.  I thank 
God for my church, my family, and my friends.  Joining my church was defi-
nitely a major life changing event.  

 
            Friends, this is what it is all about.  This is why we do what we do and 
why we give what we give.  The Gospel still works when it is proclaimed in 
both word and deed.  

 
Pastor Bob   
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         Therefore let the entire household of Is-
rael know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.  Now when they heard this, they 
were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other Apostles, ‘ Brothers, what should we 
do?’  Peter said to them, ‘ Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the promise is for you,  for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls unto him.  And he testified with 
many other arguments and exhorted them saying, ‘ save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.’  So those who welcomed his message were bap-
tized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.’  ( Acts 2: 
37-42)    
 

  Nothing in this world my friends has the power to change a human life as 
does the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This message, that God so loved the world 
must continue to be proclaimed and it must continue to be lived.  To that 
end is the purpose of the church: To proclaim the sacrificial love of God in 
both word and deed.  To proclaim the Good News and then to not live the 

Good News does nothing but negate one’s proclamation.  In fact, when I see someone living in con-
trast to the good news I have to wonder if the good news has every really been received.  To know that 
Jesus lived and died and was then resurrected for me and for the forgiveness of my sins is so over-
whelming that I don’t know how one can do anything other than live a humble and grateful life that is 
grounded in love for God and love for neighbor.   

            When I was in Brazil I stood in the national forest one day,  directly under the huge statue of 
Jesus with outstretched arms and looked down upon the city of Rio de Janeiro and I saw this mass of 
tin buried deep within the heart of this beautiful city.  I asked a friend who was with me what this 
was.  He asked me what I thought it was and I guessed that it was a junk yard or the local landfill.  He 
told it was the largest slum in all of Brazil and in that place a war was being waged for the hearts and 
the minds of the children that lived there in a state of poverty that you and I cannot imagine.  My 
friend said that at the time the hearts and minds of these young ones belonged to the mafia and that 
was because the mafia would meet the needs of these people whereas the government would not.  In 
exchange for medicine and food the children would become drug runners and prostitutes for the ma-
fia.  At the time that I was there, the church, in particular the Methodist Church, was entering the bat-
tlefield to try to win the hearts and minds of the youth and adults for God through the gift of Jesus 
Christ.  In the time that I was there you could see how the church was working and winning people to 
Christ through proclaiming in both word and deed the love and the forgiveness that God offers to 
each and every person.  This must be the work of the church all over the world.  It is to this end that 
we who belong to Christ must continue to commit ourselves and our resources to this cause.  It 
worked 2,000 years ago and it still works today.   
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