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You crown the year with Your goodness,  

and Your paths drip with abundance. 

Psalm 65:11 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 A dear friend just recently gave me a writ-

ten story that I would like to share with you  and I 

can think of no better time to do so than the 

Christmas season. My friend is a member of our 

church and he assures me that this is a true story 

as he has personal knowledge in regards to this matter. Before reading what 

follows please take a moment and read the Christmas story as we have it in 

Luke 2:1-20. I pray that this will touch your heart as it has mine and keep us 

mindful of how Jesus came to us in a not too different story and how we, by 

the power of God that dwells in us, touch and change the lives of others as we 

live our lives out of God’s love. 

 I pray that God will bless each of you this Holy Season in exactly the 

way that you might need blessing. 

Peace and grace, 

 Pastor Bob 

Rose Hill UMC steps out on faith to help family rebuild their lives 
 Eric and Sherry Roth had lost everything but each other. 

 They had been in jail, on drugs charges. They had no jobs, no home. Their six children had 

been taken away, turned over to Sherry’s mother. For two months since their release, they had been 

living in a tent in the woods, near some railroads tracks in Sonora, Calif.  

 It was December, five years ago. “It was going to get cold,” Sherry recalled. “’It was going to  

start snowing. We got a map. He said, ‘Where do  you want to go?’ I said, ‘I don't know.’ ...We closed 

our eyes , and picked , and found Columbus, Georgia, and that’s what brought us here.” 

 That and what little money they had scraped together doing odd jobs. They went to Grey-

hound to buy bus tickets to Columbus, Ohio- a mistake the bus driver discovered when they reached 

Louisville, KY. 

 “They took us in there, and they told us we had to pay $192 each, and we didn't have it,” 

Sherry said.  

 But they were lucky: They were traveling on Christmas Eve, and the driver was feeling gener-

ous. She initialed their tickets for them and said, ‘Merry Christmas, and I hope you get there.” 

 For the rest of the trip, Eric worried someone else would check those tickets, kick them off 

the bus, and then they’d be stuck.  
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Prayer Warriors “Oh, they're still there,” Eric said when asked 

whether he sees any of the same people he saw when 

he and Sherry were on the street. “I haven't seen the 

crowd change much… I don't see very many people 

trying to move forward. I see a lot of people just 

comfortable where they’re at, and that’s kind of 

sad.” 

But his faith remains unshaken, and he works to 

help the church that helped him. Going in about 

8am every Sunday to cook breakfast for more than a 

hundred people who come  to eat and are invited to 

stay for Sunday services- invited, but not required 

to.  

Most leave after they eat, but they don't get away 

without hearing form Eric. 

“If you want to take your food and go, you can, but 

before you leave, you’re going to hear my lecture: 

“Why are you walking out on God’s work?” he said. 

“I try to make ‘em feel guilty. I probably shouldn't.” 

It’s his way of repaying his debt to the congregation 

that helped him and his wife recover their home and 

their family. 

“Thanks is really given to them, because without 

that church, we’d be a lot further behind, I believe,” 

he said. 

Looking back 

When a cold rain hits their roof, Eric and Sherry sit 

in their home on 17th Avenue, and think back, 

‘What did we do? For all those hours, what did we 

do? Just walk.” 

Said Eric, who’s 32: “It’s been a bumpy journey, but 

it’s been an OK one. It’s been a good experience. The 

friendliest people are here in Columbus. I love this 

town. I think it’s great. You know, in California, eve-

rybody’s rude. I mean, there's no politeness.” 

Had they not blindly picked this place on the map, 

had they not made the journey, found the church, 

and rebuilt their lives, they wouldn’t be the people 

they are today. He said. 

“I look back, and I’m just grateful that somebody 

gave me a chance,” Eric said. 

 Last year a prayer warrior program was 
started.  This is the equivalent of a prayer 
chain, with the exception that a warrior re-
ceives a call rather than having to call. Many 
times the prayer warriors have received calls of 
prayer requests for members of the congrega-
tion or for members of their families.  Some-
times only a name is given without any details 
because there are few details, or their condi-
tion is not fully known.  That person is then 
lifted up in prayer.   
 At present there are 31 prayer warriors 
on our list.  If there is anyone who feels called 
to become a warrior in prayer, please call the 
office and your name and number will be 
added to the list. 
 This is a valuable mission and witness 
to our church and community.  People are be-
ginning to rely on the prayers of this group for 
healing and the peace that only God can give. 
Contact the church office or Pastor Bob if a 
need arises whereby, Prayer Warriors should 
spring into action. 

Sparta UMYF News 

As Christmas is approaching us, I can't help 
but think about Mary preparing to hold her 
baby for the first time.  Not just any baby ei-
ther but God's only son.  What a precious 
gift.  I can't think of a better gift than that at 
this time of year. 
   Being a part of the youth here at Sparta UMC 
is privilege that I don't take for granted.  In 
February (7th-9th), I would like to take our 
youth on a trip called the Summit.  It is 3 day 
trip in which we will worship with other youth, 
attend Christian concerts and ski.  It is a won-
derful opportunity to fellowship and deepen 
our faith.  I am asking for your help as a 
church in order to make this happen.  The trip 
cost approximately $200 per person if we reg-
ister by December 31st.  If you would like to 
sponsor a youth, please let me know or if you 
would like to help contribute to our trip, please 
let me know.  We will need adult leaders as 
well.  Thank you for your support.  
Blessings~ 
Talina Pipes 
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 The Roths had found jobs just before they met Donna. Sherry was working at the McDonald’s 

on Bradley Park Drive, Eric was working for a roofer. They didn’t make enough to 

pay for the motel, but they could have helped pay for it.  

 They wound up staying there about two months, then they slipped away. 

They waited for a weekend when Donna was out of town, and moved to a motel on 

Victory Drive. They didn't feel they should keep taking Donnas' money if they could 

make it on their own. 

“It was a roach-infested place and it was kind of nasty, but it was what we could afford,” Eric said. 

One drawback was that Sherry no longer could get to the Bradley Park Drive McDonalds, where she 

was expected to work on Sundays. She was fired. 

 Eric, though, was making decent money at his roofing job. They stayed at the Victory Drive 

motel four to six months, until the day Donna came there to pick them up, and saw what it was like. 

Get ready, she told them: They were going apartment hunting.  

 With her help, they found an affordable apartment on 15th Avenue, in Midtown, where they 

remained about a year before they found their first rental house a few blocks away on  17th Avenue. 

From the first Sunday they had visited Rose Hill United Methodist Church, they had kept 

going back, joining its ministry to the homeless, never forgetting what the church had 

done for them, and believing in what it could do for others.  

Reunited 

 The church showed it believed in them, too. It paid for them to visit their children in California, 

at Sherry’s mother’s home in Stockton. When her mother saw there were off drugs, working and 

maintaining a home, she agreed to relinquish custody of the children. The church paid for the kids to 

come to a new home in Columbus. 

 The three youngest have stayed here:Kelley, 17; Emily, 14; and Robin, 10. 

 With the kids here, Eric told Sherry she needed to go back to work. She 

had not worked in about three years. Once more she got on her bike with her 

backpack and pedaled down Veterans Parkway, applying for jobs. 

 First she got one at Golden Corral, then she moved to a Christian-based 

restaurant called His Place. When that closed about a year later, she got a job at 

IHOP, worked there for three months until Eric decided the late hours weren't safe for her route 

home. 

 She left IHOP and got a job at Circle K, where she has worked for five months now. 

 It’s not easy. She doesn't get much time to spent with her children, who are off to school early 

in the morning and in bed by the time she gets home at night. But they need the money.  

 Eric left his roofing job when the owner retired. He works for a landscaping com-

pany now, and hopes eventually to start his own lawn service. He works long hours in 

the summer, less these days when dusk comes early.  Every now and then he gets a 

chance  to make a little extra money. Sometimes he turns it down, choosing instead to 

work at the church. 

 The church struggles to maintain its mission. Some longtime members have left, 

perhaps suspecting the homeless are a lost cause. Some are, as the minister acknowl-

edges, as also does Eric and Sherry.  Cont. pg. 6 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Madeline Pipes-Jan. 4       Paul Blizzard-Jan. 5  Michael Green-Jan. 5 
Jack Kilmartin-Jan. 5  Kenneth Setzer-Jan. 6          Hazel Ballard-Jan. 7 
Jane Calhoun-Jan. 7          Libby Squires-Jan. 11       Ramsey Howard-Jan. 13 
Wes Howard-Jan. 13          George Latham-Jan. 13      Casey McKenna-Jan. 14 
Meghan Oliver-Norris-Jan. 14    Karen Miller-Jan. 15       Robert Washington-Jan. 20 
Carol Upchruch-Jan. 21          Janet Miles-Jan. 22       Jane Sloop-Jan. 22 
Isaiah Hart-Jan. 27           Richard Doughton-Jan. 29      Trick Tucker-Jan. 29 
Mary Wagoner-Jan. 29           Jane Farr-Jan. 30       Molly Andrews- Jan. 31 
Eleanor Carpenter-Jan 31           Christopher Zeidner-Jan. 31 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Leland and Sharon Simons- January 30 
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Needed Each Month From the 
Congregation to Meet Budget 

$16,937 

Received from Worship 
 Services Last Month 

$15,015 

Total Needed 
 Year to Date 

$186,307 

Total Collected 
 Year to Date 

$175,699 

Under/Over for the Year (-$10,608) 

November 2013 

Sunday School 75 

Worship Services 150 

Monthly Offering 

Average Monthly Attendance 

 FI N A N C E R EPO R T  

Sharon & Leland Simons 
2708 White Pine Way 

Charlottesville, VA 22911 
1-434-995-5129 

sharonlsimons@comcast.net 

Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another 
in love. ~ Ephesians 4:2 
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 “That was funny,” he remembered, “because I was worried about being stuck, but we were 

 going  to nowhere we know anyway. But you know, the plan was here.” 

And here they arrived, with nothing but the bags on their backs about $100 they had left. They figured 

they faced a choice: eat or sleep. They chose to sleep, to get a motel room for a couple of nights and 

rest up. Then they went looking for shelter, first to the House of Mercy, where workers them it would-

n't take couples. They kept moving, walking through town, in the cold rain. 

 They passed by the vacant Krystal restaurant on Veterans Parkway, and noticed a shed in the 

back parking lot. It wasn't much, but it was shelter, so they stopped there. 

 “It was raining right then, and it was the only place we were walking by 

where we seen a roof,” Eric said. “So we said, you know what? It’s empty. It’s 

abandoned. Nobody’s there. Let’s just sit down and chill out.” 

 For the next two weeks, they stayed. 

 “It was secure for me because it had a gate around it, and we got a lock and locked it up, so we 

were safe,” Sherry said. Relatively safe: “Water and roaches, that’s what I remember,” Eric said.  

The long road 

 Five years later,  as they rest in their rented home on 17th Avenue and look back over all they’ve 

been though, Sherry mentions with some nostalgia that the tiny shed is gone now.  

 “They tore it down, so it’s kind of  sad now when I drive by and look at it,” she said. “It was 

home.” 

 It was where they were living when they first met Donna Harper, wife of the Rev. 

Lamar Harper of Rose Hill United Methodist Church. 

 One turning point in their story was that moment in the woods in California, where they 

blindly picked a spot on a map. The next was meeting Donna.  

 While living in the Krystal shed, they had sought out other homeless people to ask where to eat. 

They were told of the churches and shelters that offered  free meals. One was the Salvation Army on 

Second Avenue. 

 One Saturday afternoon, Eric an Sherry sat in an adjacent park, waiting for the Salvation Army 

to serve diner. That’s when people form Rose Hill Methodist came  to  the park to serve 

the 14 homeless people who’d gathered there.  

 Donna spoke to each of them. 

 “I remember the first words she ever said to me, ‘What can I do for you?” Eric 

said. “And I said, ‘I need to do my laundry.’ She said, ‘Come on to  church tomorrow. Bring your 

clothes with you.” 

They did, and Donna took them both to her home, where they washed their clothes, took showers, and 

had dinner. Then she got them into her car to take them back  to  the little shed behind the abandoned 

restaurant. Next door to the McDonald’s at 14th Street and Veterans Parkway. 

 Again, it was raining, and cold. 

 “She was supposed to drop us back off by McDonalds's, and it was 

raining, and she says, ‘I cant send you guys back out in the rain,” Eric said.  

 Instead she put them up in Econo-Lodge. She told them it was for just two 

nights, but she paid for  a week, and kept paying, and refused to take any 

money in return. 
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Our History by Bonnie Vaughn 

 The history of our Sparta UMC congregation revolves around the ministers and church mem-
bers and all the love they shared in planning all our church events. Three wonderful Methodists sur-
face in my memories of our Sparta UMC history, I would like to share these with you. 
 In the early 1940’s Rev. C.R. Allison filled the Sparta Charge– which included him preaching at 
Sparta, every Sunday. He also preached at Shiloh, Piney Creek, Potato Creek and Cox’s Chapel two 
Sundays a month, as I recall. Rev. Allison had a daughter, Barbara, who was just a little older than me. 
Barbara and I would ride along with Rev. Allison to his evening revivals in the charge churches. In bad 
weather, Rev. Allison often had his wife drive for him around our countryside curves! In one revival, 
Rev. Allison has a spiritual awakening and became more focused on prayer in the congregation. He 
would call everyone to come up to the alter for silent prayer. I well remember my first silent prayer, 
“Thank thee for our health.” 
 Ms. Mae Doughton stands out as grand role model for a Sparta Methodist member. She served 
our congregation in so many roles. Perhaps her constant love of babies and children is foremost. The 
ministers always depend on Ms. Mae to baby sit their children when they needed to take their wives to 
events. Ms. Mae always served on finance committees and the food outreach we now refer to as Nur-
ture Committee. Our nursery room was dedicated to Ms. Mae when out new church was completed.  
 Another wonderful member of our congregation was Mr. Robert Andrews. His wife Maude, a 
Primitive Baptist, supported all her husbands' outreach missions in our congregation. Mr. Andrews 
was our Youth leader and Youth Sunday school teacher. He arranged so many fun field trips for our 
youth. One was to Hungry Mother park for a picnic and fun in the water. So many times he took us to 
Cumberland Knob for hot dog roasts! I remember he would bring a wooden crate of 24 pop bottles to 
our cook outs. Later in life Mr. Andrews taught the Bible Sunday school class. When my husband re-
tired and we came to Sparta for summers, Mr. Andrews asked me to help him out n the bible Sunday 
school class in 1980. I’m still helping out teaching in the same class these 32 years later! 

UMW News 

  At the November monthly meeting, the United Methodist Women 
voted to spend down the UMW treasury.  Throughout 2013, the UMW 
gave over $4,000 in donations to various missions, agencies and or-
ganizations.  The UMW donated money to the Solid Rock Food Closet, Alleghany Ministerium, Al-
leghany Pregnancy Center, D.A.N.A. (Domestic Abuse), Medi Home Health & Hospice, Alleghany Council 
on Aging for the Meals on Wheels program, Blue Ridge Christian School, Blue Ridge Christian Pre-
School, SUMC Children’s Church, and Children’s Backpack Feeding program and Chil-
dren’s Christmas.   In addition, the UMW made donations of sewing kits, birth kits, lay-
ette kits, bedding kits, health kits and disaster buckets to UMCOR.  The UMW also sent 
over $3,000 to the Appalachian District for pledges, Gifts in Memory, and special of-
fering collections.  This was all made possible by our various fundraiser efforts during 
the year.  So we take a moment to thank everyone who participated by baking some-
thing, helping with kitchen duties, or decorating a table for the Festival of Tables.  We 
also thank everyone who purchased something or donated an item for the silent auc-
tion.  The UMW is truly blessed by the support of the whole church. 
  To date, we have sold over 500 cookbooks.  We still have plenty left, so please remember the UMW 
cookbook when you are in need of a gift for a friend or family member. 
  The Sewing Circle will meet on Monday, January 6, 2014 in the Fellowship Hall from 10am to 1pm.  
Please join us to help continue our ministry for making school bags and ‘Little Dresses’. 
  As always, we invite you to be a part of the women’s ministry at the church by attending the UMW 
meeting held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm and join our 
 circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
Submitted by: 
Beverlee Scott, President 
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our congregation in so many roles. Perhaps her constant love of babies and children is foremost. The 
ministers always depend on Ms. Mae to baby sit their children when they needed to take their wives to 
events. Ms. Mae always served on finance committees and the food outreach we now refer to as Nur-
ture Committee. Our nursery room was dedicated to Ms. Mae when out new church was completed.  
 Another wonderful member of our congregation was Mr. Robert Andrews. His wife Maude, a 
Primitive Baptist, supported all her husbands' outreach missions in our congregation. Mr. Andrews 
was our Youth leader and Youth Sunday school teacher. He arranged so many fun field trips for our 
youth. One was to Hungry Mother park for a picnic and fun in the water. So many times he took us to 
Cumberland Knob for hot dog roasts! I remember he would bring a wooden crate of 24 pop bottles to 
our cook outs. Later in life Mr. Andrews taught the Bible Sunday school class. When my husband re-
tired and we came to Sparta for summers, Mr. Andrews asked me to help him out n the bible Sunday 
school class in 1980. I’m still helping out teaching in the same class these 32 years later! 

UMW News 

  At the November monthly meeting, the United Methodist Women 
voted to spend down the UMW treasury.  Throughout 2013, the UMW 
gave over $4,000 in donations to various missions, agencies and or-
ganizations.  The UMW donated money to the Solid Rock Food Closet, Alleghany Ministerium, Al-
leghany Pregnancy Center, D.A.N.A. (Domestic Abuse), Medi Home Health & Hospice, Alleghany Council 
on Aging for the Meals on Wheels program, Blue Ridge Christian School, Blue Ridge Christian Pre-
School, SUMC Children’s Church, and Children’s Backpack Feeding program and Chil-
dren’s Christmas.   In addition, the UMW made donations of sewing kits, birth kits, lay-
ette kits, bedding kits, health kits and disaster buckets to UMCOR.  The UMW also sent 
over $3,000 to the Appalachian District for pledges, Gifts in Memory, and special of-
fering collections.  This was all made possible by our various fundraiser efforts during 
the year.  So we take a moment to thank everyone who participated by baking some-
thing, helping with kitchen duties, or decorating a table for the Festival of Tables.  We 
also thank everyone who purchased something or donated an item for the silent auc-
tion.  The UMW is truly blessed by the support of the whole church. 
  To date, we have sold over 500 cookbooks.  We still have plenty left, so please remember the UMW 
cookbook when you are in need of a gift for a friend or family member. 
  The Sewing Circle will meet on Monday, January 6, 2014 in the Fellowship Hall from 10am to 1pm.  
Please join us to help continue our ministry for making school bags and ‘Little Dresses’. 
  As always, we invite you to be a part of the women’s ministry at the church by attending the UMW 
meeting held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm and join our 
 circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action. 
Submitted by: 
Beverlee Scott, President 



190 N Main Street 
PO Box 697 
Sparta, NC 28675 

Phone: 336-372-4441 
Fax: 336-372-1534 
E-mail: office@umcsparta.com 
Website: www.umcsparta.com 

E N T E R  T O  W O R S H I P ,  D E P A R T  T O  S E R V E  

 

Non Profit Organization 
US POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No 36 
Sparta, NC  28675 

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

You crown the year with Your goodness,  

and Your paths drip with abundance. 

Psalm 65:11 
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Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 A dear friend just recently gave me a writ-

ten story that I would like to share with you  and I 

can think of no better time to do so than the 

Christmas season. My friend is a member of our 

church and he assures me that this is a true story 

as he has personal knowledge in regards to this matter. Before reading what 

follows please take a moment and read the Christmas story as we have it in 

Luke 2:1-20. I pray that this will touch your heart as it has mine and keep us 

mindful of how Jesus came to us in a not too different story and how we, by 

the power of God that dwells in us, touch and change the lives of others as we 

live our lives out of God’s love. 

 I pray that God will bless each of you this Holy Season in exactly the 

way that you might need blessing. 

Peace and grace, 

 Pastor Bob 

Rose Hill UMC steps out on faith to help family rebuild their lives 
 Eric and Sherry Roth had lost everything but each other. 

 They had been in jail, on drugs charges. They had no jobs, no home. Their six children had 

been taken away, turned over to Sherry’s mother. For two months since their release, they had been 

living in a tent in the woods, near some railroads tracks in Sonora, Calif.  

 It was December, five years ago. “It was going to get cold,” Sherry recalled. “’It was going to  

start snowing. We got a map. He said, ‘Where do  you want to go?’ I said, ‘I don't know.’ ...We closed 

our eyes , and picked , and found Columbus, Georgia, and that’s what brought us here.” 

 That and what little money they had scraped together doing odd jobs. They went to Grey-

hound to buy bus tickets to Columbus, Ohio- a mistake the bus driver discovered when they reached 

Louisville, KY. 

 “They took us in there, and they told us we had to pay $192 each, and we didn't have it,” 

Sherry said.  

 But they were lucky: They were traveling on Christmas Eve, and the driver was feeling gener-

ous. She initialed their tickets for them and said, ‘Merry Christmas, and I hope you get there.” 

 For the rest of the trip, Eric worried someone else would check those tickets, kick them off 

the bus, and then they’d be stuck.  

 

Bob, cont. 

Bob, cont.  
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