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January / February 2017— THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

Our Daily Devotionals 

So many of you commented on how much you enjoyed the 

Advent Daily Devotionals provided by Ben and Pastor Bob.  

Good News!  Ben has felt led to continue these. 

If you are not already enjoying these inspirational pieces 

you are missing a blessing.  Take a few minutes to start 

your day with scripture and related thought. 

These devotionals are delivered to you email Inbox.  If you 

are not seeing them, check your Spam folder.  And if you 

are not on our email communication list call or email the 

church office. (office@umcsparta.com) 

You Are Invited  

Sparta UMC Vision Planning Day  

Saturday, February 4th, 9:00 am  

On Saturday, February 4th, beginning at 9:00 am, we will have 

an important work session at our church.  We will be making 

plans for our church for the coming year and beyond. Everyone 

is encouraged to attend.  

Our new Outreach Center will soon be ready and this offers so 

many new opportunities.  We want your thoughts, ideas and 

input on what you would like to see accomplished. 

The day promises to be a fun one as we assess our needs and 

make plans for our future. Plan to join us during this exciting 

time in the life of our church!  

Upcoming Study 

An exciting new Bible study will begin in March led by Reverend 

Tom Miller.  This will be a 16 week study on Revelation. 

Look for details soon. 

Upcoming Events 

Mondays   1:00pm  Prayer Group 
Mon/Thurs   2:45pm FUSION After School 
Wednesdays 10:00am Ladies Bible Study 
Wednesdays  12:00pm Lunch w/ the Pastor 
Wednesdays   5:30pm ROCK 
Wednesdays   6:30pm FUSION 
Thursdays   6:00pm Ladies Bible Study 
February 4   9:00am Vision Planning 
February 6 10:00am Sharon Sewing Cr 
February 8           6:30pm UMW Mtg 
February 12       12:00pm Mission Meal 
February 19   8:00am UMM Breakfast/Mtg 
February 22         6:30pm Fellowship Meal 

Bible Study    Mondays 7pm 

Rev. Tom Miller is leading a five-week Bible study 

by Max Lucado called “Before Amen: The Power of 

a Simple Prayer.” Max reveals his struggles with 

prayer and how he discovered that it is not a privi-

lege for the pious or the art of a chosen few but a 

simple tool everyone has been given to have a conversation with 

God. God wants to talk with you. Connecting with Him each day 

can mean all the difference in your life and how you experience 

God who will change you through such moments.  

Have you 

Seen……..?   

Do you have…..? 

 

Our church is so very rich in history.  Established more than 

one hundred years ago, it is one of the oldest in Alleghany 

County. 

We want to establish a historical wall in our Outreach Center 

to celebrate our history. 

Do you know where mementos might be located in the 

church archives?  Or do you have old (or recent) documents 

or pictures that tell some of the story of our heritage?   

Please contact Delta Peterson @  336-607-4979 or email 

dwpete@skybest.com for contributions to our wall. 

 

Many Thanks 
 

Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts and contributed to 

our annual Children’s Christmas Outreach Ministry for children 

at Sparta Elementary School and the Partnership for Children. 

Your generosity helped 102 children have a special Christmas 

this year.  
 

Many thanks to Martha and Tommy Thompson for their annual 

shopping, wrapping, delivering, and coordinating of this won-

derful outreach ministry! We are blessed at Sparta UMC to have 

so many people who act on God’s calling to help others! 
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Opening a Door 
By Pratt Davis 

A few months ago, my book 

club read The Love Song of 

Miss Queenie Hennessy.  

Queenie has packed up and left 

her home after being fired 

from her job.  She was fired 

when she took the blame for 

destruction in the office of the 

owner of the business.  The 

destruction was done, not by 

Queenie, but by a gentle, unas-

suming man whom Queenie 

secretly loved.  Harold Frye 

found his son where he had 

hanged himself in the tool 

shed; Harold went on a ram-

page in a sort of breakdown.  

Queenie takes the blame to 

protect Harold, then leaves and 

heads across England for Who 

Knows Where.  She is just 

going away.  And she is suffer-

ing a crisis of her own.  

In her distress at leaving Har-

old (who never knows Queenie 

loves him), her job, and her 

home, Queenie stops at a hotel.  

She uses the key given her by 

the clerk to unlock the door to 

her room.   

I have thought about that scene 

a lot.  It describes so well how 

most of us, myself included, 

tend to approach life.  I like to 

set a goal, perform the steps 

needed to accomplish the goal, 

and push through obstacles in 

my way.  Isn’t this what a suc-

cessful person does?  While 

this method often succeeds in 

getting me what I desire, it also 

keeps me locked into a limited 

life.   

So I find myself pushing on the 

door.  But it isn’t pushing that 

will gain me admittance.  It is 

the gentle, unexpected move-

ment that goes unexplored be-

cause it is not what I am look-

ing for.  Pushing my way for-

ward in spite of evidence that 

things aren’t moving easily, 

puts my little ego at the center 

of my life.  I know how to en-

ter a room.  I want to go in.  

Let me push harder and I can 

get my way.  It doesn’t occur 

to me that there is another way 

to move through life.   

When I shift the focus away 

from my agenda, my plans, 

and my desires, I can allow 

myself to relax into the Spirit 

of God that is unfolding in my 

life.  And that Spirit takes me 

to a far more interesting life 

than I can even imagine. 

Queenie gets the lesson.  She 

doesn’t have to push against all 

that is happening to her.  She 

just has to go with where Life 

is taking her.  And Life takes 

her to an interesting place.  

After traveling 600 miles she 

stops at a tiny village by the 

sea.  She walks out to the 

ocean and wonders what is left.  

Queenie ends up buying a di-

lapidated cottage beside the sea 

in this village.  She has never 

owned a home before.  

Neighbors turn up to help and 

The sea must have been almost 

at my knees when something 

tiny and pale glinted beneath 

the waves and caught my eye.  

For the first time I peered 

down.  Threads of green sea-

weed curled at my ankles.  

Shells and stones patterned the 

rills of sand.  With the passing 

of every wave, the image dis-

torted a little, was lost, and 

then returned.  A garden in the 

sea and I could so easily have 

missed it.  

       I thought of the hotel door 

that wouldn’t pull or push but 

only slid from right to left.  

Sometimes, Harold, the way 

forward takes you by surprise.  

You try to force something in 

the familiar direction and dis-

cover that what it needs is to 

move in a different dimension.  

The way forward is not for-
(Continued on page 7) 

You’d think it would be so 

simple, opening a door.  It is 

supposed to be simple.  One of 

those things you do without 

thinking while you think in-

stead about other, more inter-

esting things.  No matter how 

many times I twisted the key 

and felt the lock spring open, 

that door would not budge.  I 

pushed and pulled.  I rattled.  

I even kicked it.  Nothing.  

Between waves of despair, I 

tried to compose myself and 

think carefully, but whatever I 

did, it made no difference.  

The stupid door would not 

open.  I ended up sitting on 

the carpet and trying to doze 

in the corridor.  

     It was the cleaner who 

found me.  “But I showed you, 

pet,” she said, helping me to 

my feet.  “I explained about 

the door.”  She took the key 

from my hand and twisted it 

gently in the lock.  She 

grasped the handle, and with 

the smallest effort she moved 

the door to the left.  Of course.  

A sliding door. 

                                                               

 

Excitement is building as we 

approach the finish line.   

Recently, all floors and ceil-

ings have been completed 

(floors will be buffed and 

waxed), touch-up paint is being 

done, the front sidewalks are 

completed and plumbing fix-

tures will be delivered and in-

stalled this week.  We are al-

ready beginning to move items 

such as cleaning suplies and 

kitchen utensils into the build-

ing.  Large kitchen equipment 

is being delivered this week. 

Chairs and basketball goals 

have been ordered. 

The paving will be done as the 

weather permits.   

We have had  donations from 

the congregation for which we 

are so grateful.  If you would 

like to donate, you can give for 

a particular designation or sim-

ply for “furnishings.” 

Our Outreach Building is for 

the Glory of God.  We ask for 

your continued daily prayers as 

decisions for its use are being 

made. 

Outreach Center Update 

Amt Designation 

$100 Chairs 

$200 TV 

$2000 Furnishings 

$4000 Furnishings 

$5450 Kitchen range 

$1000 Kitchen supplies 

$500 Chairs 

$200 Dish rack dolly 

$2000 Kitchen equipment 

Donations 
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Dear Church Friends, 
 

We thank you so much for the delicious community Thanksgiv-

ing meal.  The food was so good, and we ate two meals out of it.  

The menu was great and the food so tasty.  Thank you for re-

membering us. We really appreciate it and the Latham Family 

who put our names in and their and our friends, the Cleary's, 

who delivered it. 

 

We are eighty and eighty-three years old so we don’t get out 

much and people are so good to do nice things for us.  My card 

is a little late but wanted you to know how much we thank all of 

you and pray that God will richly bless all.  May God restore to 

you a hundred-fold. 
 

Sincerely, 

Bill and Dorothy Shaw 

Greetings Rev Miller and SUMC Members, 
 

I would like to thank you very much for your firewood assistance 

program.  You helped me greatly.  This old house is made of 

cinder block and really hard to heat.  I close off 75% of it and live 

in two rooms in the winter.  The green unseasoned wood I had 

been burning created a hazardous creosote in my chimney.  I will 

be cleaning it in the next couple of days.  Your kindness and 

generosity have kept me warm with dry wood to mix with the 

green wood.  
 

Thanks to Donna, Ken and Larry for their courtesy. 
 

I pray for your joy, health, safety and prosperity for the future. 

 

Regards and always, 

Paul Clays 

Thank You Notes to Our Congregation 

Queenie makes fast friends, 

something she has never done.  

She becomes involved in the 

community, something else she 

has never done.  And she 

makes a magnificent seaside 

garden over a period of years, 

even though she has never had 

a garden before.  This life 

emerges from the shambles of 

Queenie’s old life when she 

gives herself over to the way 

things are. 

When I make a mental shift 

away from focusing on what I 

want and instead pay attention 

to what is, I move into relation-

ship with the Spirit of God that 

runs through all of life.  I can 

see God, not as a magician in 

the sky, but as a part of the 

material world.  All those in-

teresting and helpful things 

that happen to me are not the 

result of a capricious God 

snapping God’s fingers to in-

terfere with the World.  Rather, 

the support and help that un-

folds for me is the energy of 

God built into this life on 

planet Earth.  It is available to 

all and unending.  

The support of the Spirit of 

God is something I can trust.  

It is way bigger than me or my 

group and flows through eve-

rything.  It is an energy of Wis-

dom and Love that is always 

creating – continually bringing 

forth something new.  Some-

thing dies and something else 

is born.  There is no end to the 

creative force that flows 

through it all like a river or a 

thread, woven into the fabric of 

life.   

 

[Quotations from Rachel Joyce, The 
Love Song of Miss Queenie 

Hennessy, Random House, 2014, 
pp. 239 & 241.] 

ward, but off to one side, in 

a lace you have not noticed 

before. 

(Continued from page 2) 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO… 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…  

Jennifer Robinson February 1 John Wallace February 5 Faith Hall February 7 
Larry Prince  February 8 Tom Wilson February 8 Hank Henry February 10 
Joe Sheetz  February 11 Charlie Nichols February 14 Sabrina Davis February 15 
Bradford Wishon February 15 Isabella Wyatt February 15 Ed Farr  February 16 
Wayne Lovett  February 16 Arnold Wagoner February 17 Helen Gray February 18 
John Elsheimer  February 19 Jim Saintsing February 20 John Kilmartin February 24 
Jerry Mullis  February 25 Doris Farmer February 27 

Dwayne & Judi Beasley  February 15 
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2017 COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 
     

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT MINISTRIES 
 Church Council Chairperson: Donald Cobb, Lay Leader / Lay Delegate to Annual Conference:Pratt Davis  
     Alternate Lay Delegate: Gayle Cobb, Council Secretary: Donna Myers 
     Assistant Pastor: Ben Gatton, Membership Secretary: Disa Wishon 
 Finance and Steward Committee: Johnny Wishon, Chair 
  Treasurer:   Brant Banks 
  Financial Secretary:  Sandy Lovett 
  Finance Members by Virtue: Pastor, Treasurer, Council Chairperson, Financial Secretary, 
       SPRC Member, Trustee Member, Lay Leader 
 Lay Leadership Development Committee: Pastor 

2017     2018             2019  
  Libby Banks   Beverlee Scott    Susan Murphy 
  Jane Sloop   Pam Souther    Connie Amburn 
  Larry Prince   Linda Wishon     Margaret Barker 
 Staff Parish Relations Committee: Vickie Sears, Chair 
  Ex Officio (Lay Delegate/Leader) Pratt Davis 
  2017     2018          2019  
  Jo Henry   Jody Tracy     Libby Squires 
  Charles Rudy   Vickie Sears     Pam Phipps 
  Joel Souther   Sam Carlan 
 Trustees: Ken Lewis, Chair 
  2017     2018          2019 
  Brenda Irwin   Gray Sloop     Ken Lewis 
  Les Scott   Edward Farr     John Tracy 
  Danny Boyer   Karen Miller     Sylvia Truitt 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
 Worship Committee: Pastor,  Fran Lewis 
  Director of Music:   Nancy Jones 
  Choir Director:   Jacqueline Tookey 
  Worship Production:  Joel and Pam Souther 
  Ex Officio:   Connie Edwards, Vickie Sears, Tara Walker, Mintie Saintsing,  
        Sandy Lovett, Wayne Lovett, Martha Thompson, Theresa March 
  Communion Stewards:  Ken and Fran Lewis 
  Head Usher:   Brant Banks (9am)  Faye Lemmond (11am) 

EDUCATION / CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY 

 Education Committee:  
  Assistant Pastor:    Ben Gatton,  Children’s Ministries: Talina Pipes 
  Adult Ministries:   Larry Myers,  Other Members:  Kyla Gatton, Minite Saintsing 
  Youth Ministries:   Ben Gatton 
  Children’s Ministries:  Talina Pipes 
  Campus Ministries:  Beth Lyon-Smith, Pam Souther 

NURTURE MINISTRIES 
 Nurture Committee:   Jane Sloop, Chair, Faye Lemmond 
        Jennifer Robinson, Gayle Cobb 

OUTREACH / MISSIONS MINISTRIES 
  Missions Committee  Susan Miles, Chair 
  Director of International Missions: Wrenn Kilmartin 
  Director of National Missions: Ben Gatton 
  Director of Local Missions:  Kyla Gatton 

WITNESS / EVANGELISM MINISTRIES 
  Witness / Evangelism:  Larry Myers 
  Communications:   Alan Sears 
  Columbarium:   Les Scott, Tommy and Martha Thompson 
  Fellowship Supper Coordinator: Margaret Barker 
  United Methodist Men:  Alan Sears 
  United Methodist Women: 
  Historian:   Linda Smith 
  Librarian:   Nancy Hall, Margaret Aycock, Connie Amburn 
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Getting to Know Our Church Family  Spotlight on 

Travis and Jessica are all about 

family.  That is one reason 

they ended up making Sparta 

their home.  And a big reason 

they and their children Elijah, 

Hailey, and Annabelle are now 

part of the Sparta UMC fam-

ily. 

 

Both Jessica and Travis grew 

up in Charlotte.  Travis, who 

was baptized in the Lutheran 

Church, was not a “regular” at 

church as a child.  While his 

family did attend church regu-

larly on short stints, it was 

more often they did not attend.   

 

Jessica’s family was quite the 

opposite.  They attended a 

large nondenominational 

church.  If the doors were open 

they were there, several times 

a week.  Her church also of-

fered a private school which 

Jessica attended until she 

graduated from high school.   

“Church was pretty much my 

life.  I was pretty shielded 

from the world until I left 

home to go to college,” Jessica 

recalls.  While at college, early 

on, she realized how big the 

world was.  “I didn’t last and 

came back to Charlotte and 

went to work. I didn’t attend 

church regularly after that until 

we moved here.” 

 

Travis and Jessica met in 2009 

while both were shift manag-

ers at Bojangles.  While they 

were both city slickers, Travis 

enjoyed anything outdoors.  

Jessica had never as much as 

been on a short hike.  “I took 

her on the first hike she had 

ever been on.  She wore flip 

flops and her feet were hurting 

before it was over,” he chuck-

led.  “She didn’t even own a 

pair of hiking shoes!”  Today 

is a different story for her.  She 

shares his love for the out-

doors.  They hike, enjoy the 

river and are tent campers.  

That’s as “outdoors” as one 

can get. 

 

Travis and Jessica married in 

2010.  They have three beauti-

ful children, Elijah, who is six 

years old, Hailey, four years 

old and Annabelle, twenty-two 

months old.  It was their desire 

for their children to attend bet-

ter schools that contributed to 

their decision to move to 

Sparta.  “The schools where 

we lived were not the ones we 

wanted Elijah to attend,” they 

explain.  “We made several 

applications for Elijah to at-

tend a magnet school but it’s a 

lottery and he didn’t get in.  

We considered moving to an-

other school district but that 

was too expensive in that 

area.” 

 

In August 2015, they were in 

Sparta visiting Travis’ dad 

who had lived here for several 

years.  They visited him often 

and already knew they enjoyed 

the slower pace and beautiful 

weather Alleghany County 

offers.  On a whim, Jessica 

said “Let’s move up here.”  

School would be starting the 

following week. They knew if 

they were going to do it they 

would need to move quickly to 

get Elijah enrolled in school at 

the beginning of the school 

year.  Jessica applied for a job 

at Hardees on a Wednesday, 

was interviewed and started to 

work the following Monday.  

Travis would continue his tree 

service. 

 

So began the Martinson’s life 

in Sparta.   

 

In the spring of 2016 it was 

Travis who suggested they 

begin attending church.  Like 

most folks, they visited several 

churches. They both wanted 

what they consider a 

“traditional” church and one 

with a good children’s pro-

gram.  While they enjoyed a 

few other churches, it was the 

warmth they felt on their first 

Sunday at Sparta that meant so 

much to them and their family. 

Travis, who is reader and 

studier, began reading the 

writings of John Wesley and 

the doctrine of the United 

Methodist Church.  He liked 

what he read.  Shortly, Elijah 

and Hailey would attend Vaca-

tion Bible School at SUMC.  

They knew this would be their 

church, their church family. 

 

Travis continues his tree ser-

vice work, often traveling back 

to Charlotte.  He enjoys audio 

books (which he listened to a 

lot while driving a truck long 

distance). He has worked with 

the Wood Ministry at SUMC. 

Jessica graduated from nursing 

assistant class in December 

2016 and will become a CNA 

upon completion of her certifi-

cation testing.  She is working 

in that area already and her job 

will change slightly upon be-

coming certified.  She also 

helps Travis in his business.  

“I’m his ground lady,” she 

jokes.  In her spare time she 

enjoys crafts and photography.  

She had a photography busi-

ness called Genuine Smiles, 

before they moved to Sparta 

and that is something she 

would like to revive someday. 

 

The Martinsons feel blessed to 

have found Sparta UMC.  

They joined our congregation 

January 22, 2017 and are look-

ing forward to becoming in-

volved in the ministries of the 

church.  Sparta UMC is 

blessed to have the Martinsons 

as part of this congregation! 

Travis & Jessica         
Martinson 

Elijah, Hailey, Annabelle 

Let your words be the genuine picture of your heart. 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN HAPPENINGS   

           By Alan Sears 

 

Our January 15th breakfast featured a presentation 

from Ed Farr showing pictures of the forest fires 

he assisted in fighting.  Plan now to join us on 

February 19th at 8:00 for another great breakfast 

and fellowship. 

Wood deliveries have ramped up as the cold and 

snow have set in.  With deliveries underway, 

comes the need for increased cutting, splitting and 

loading.  If you’re available to help let Larry 

Prince or Ken Lewis know and they’ll add you to their notifi-

cation list. 

Thank you to the Wood Warriors that have turned in pledges 

and to those still planning to participate. 

One thing I didn’t accomplish last year was to schedule a 

Men’s Retreat.  Therefore, it’s on my list for this year.  Anyone 

wishing to participate in the planning phase can contact me. 

u
m
m 

The Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

If you are looking for an exciting, interactive and dedicated 

Bible study the Fellowship Sunday School Class could be 

your destination. We enjoy a time of fellowship over coffee 

and an occasional breakfast buffet but, always allowing 

enough time for a good look at HIS Word.  

Currently, we are studying the Gospel of Matthew utilizing 

N. T. Wright’s contemporary translation of HIS Word. It is 

not a paraphrase, but rather, an enthralling read. You may 

know the story, but you can’t wait to turn the page.  

We’ve just had our first look at the Beatitudes in Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount. We have only scratched the surface 

of this gospel so feel free to jump right in with us as we 

continue our journey.  

See you at the place that grows in faith by studying HIS 

Word.  

In 2003, Sparta United Methodist 

Church’s long time Financial Sec-

retary, Annie B. Collins died un-

expectedly.  Suddenly, the church was in need of someone to 

do this time consuming job. 

 

Sandy Lovette, who had retired from Sears, seemed to be the 

perfect person.  When asked about the job, she didn’t hesitate.  

“Yes, I’ll be glad to do it,”  she replied without pause. 

 

That was over  thirteen years ago and Sandy is still faithful to 

this job. 

 

Each week, Sandy comes to the church office to record all the 

tithes and offerings to the correct category, according to giver,   

and to what the money is designated. She makes the bank de-

posit each week.  Year end statements are prepared from 

Sandy’s input of figures.  “There’s never been an error,” Sandy 

says.  Her attention to detail has prevented this. 

 

Thank you, Sandy for your dedication to this job and the many, 

many hours it requires.  

 

A Thank You to Our 

 Behind-the-Scenes Workers 

Today We Thank 

Sandy Lovett 

Everyone needs prayer and not just on Sunday.  Often, prob-

lems occur during the week which result in a prayer request.  

The situation calls for immediate prayer action and not “a wait 

until Sunday.”  Requests are made to Pastor Bob, Ben, the 

church office, or me.  It is then put on the phone tree and all the 

dedicated prayer warriors receive the same message and begin 

praying for that special need. 

 

At present, we have 28 people signed up to be servants of 

prayer.  No cost, just a little time and a direct connection to the 

Holy Spirit, which is always available.  Will you prayerfully 

consider joining the group of prayer warriors?  Just call the 

church office (336) 372-4441, or me (336) 372-5399, give your 

name and phone number, and it will be added to the phone tree 

of prayer warriors.  

 

We are called to “pray without ceasing.” (I Thess. 5:17)  Mil-

dred Torney, dedicated saint, always said when she could do 

nothing else, not even speak, she could pray.  That’s ser-

vanthood. 

 

Please consider being a prayer 

warrior. If you think you don’t 

know how to pray, I challenge 

you to read Romans 8:26-27. 

 

Prayerfully, 

Mintie Saintsing 

Are You Called to Be a Prayer Warrior? 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. 27 And 
he who searches our hearts knows 
the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s people 
in accordance with the will of God. 
Romans 8:26-27 
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We are so excited about the new 

building and being able to have space 

to move around!   

We have been putting together a wish 

list of items that will make ministry a little easier.  If you are 

interested in helping  purchase any of the items on the list, 

please see Talina as soon as possible.  We are thinking about 

long-term with the items we have selected so the upfront cost is 

expensive.   

Thank you all for your continued support of our children's min-

istries.  

Children's Ministry Wish List: 

Bean bags- 4 

table from Kaplan           (see Talina for details) 

Chairs from Kaplan        (see Talina for details) 

Stools from Kaplan         see Talina for details) 

Carpet from Kaplan        (see Talina for details) 

Bookcase from Kaplan   (see Talina for details) 

Storage Cabinets - 2 

Puppets 

Flat screen smart TV 

DVD player 

CD player - 2 

Plastic storage containers - 10 large ones for VBS storage 

Coat rack for hallway -    (see Talina for details) 

Jan 11 Welcome Back Fun Sandwiches 

Jan 18 Books of the New Testament Pizza 

Jan 25 Parent Night Practice Chicken Nuggets 

Feb 1 Parent Night Practice Spaghetti 

Feb 8 Mystery Night Cereal 

Feb 15 Valentine’s Surprise Sandwiches 

Feb 22 Service Project Fish sticks 

Mar 1 Special Guest Pizza 

Mar 8 Books of the New Testament Chicken Nuggets 

Mar 15 St Patrick’s day Fun Lucky Charms  

Mar 22 Parent Night—New OutreachCtr Church Meal 

Mar 29 Books of the New Testament Pancakes/Waffles 

Apr 5 Service Project Sandwiches 

Apr 12 No Mtg—Easter Break  

Apr 19 No Mtg—Spring Break  

Apr 26 Game Night Pizza 

May3 Books of the New Testament Cereal 

May 10 Mother’s Day Activity Chicken Nuggets 

May 17 Books of the Bible Review Spaghetti 

May 24 End of Year Party Surprise 

May 31 No Mtg—Summer Break  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HAPPENINGS 

              By Beverlee Scott 

 

Have you made any New Year’s resolutions?  

Could it be that you resolved to join an active 

women’s group that is dedicated to mission work 

for women, youth and children?  Then we, the 

United Methodist Women of Sparta UMC, have a 

perfect solution for you.  Please come help us 

schedule events for the spring and summer.  We 

want everyone to become a part of a committee 

and participate in planning and organizing the 

various activities.    

One of our first functions will be to prepare the February Mis-

sion Meal.  The proceeds will go to Project AGAPE to support 

the mission in Armenia.   

Every woman of the church is invited to attend the monthly 

meeting on the second Wednesday of each month starting at 

6:30 and join our circle of Faith-Hope-Love in Action.  
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WWWW    
Electronic communication  

As we move more and more to electronic communication 

with our congregation and community, be sure that we have 

your current email address.  If you are on our  communica-

tion list but are not receiving church news, check your Spam 

folder and add us as a contact.  The mail should then be de-

livered to your Inbox. 

Lunch with the Pastor 

Wednesdays  

12 Noon 

It’s always nice to take time during your busy week to spend 

time with friends.  Please join us on Wednesdays at 12 noon 

for a time of fellowship and sharing. Bring your lunch and 

your copy of The Message Bible as we read and discuss 

John’s Gospel.  


